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IE IT REMEMBERED, Tb«ton the twentieth day of ]t^ 
imtty, in the forty-third year of the Independence of the UnU 
ted Statea of Americl^ DANIEL PARKER» of the aaid dis- 
trict, hathdepoatted in thia office the tiUe of a book, the right 
whereof he chdma as Anthor and Proprietor^ in the words S>U 
Inwuigy to wit : 

•* PROSCRIPTION DELINEATED i or a Deyelope- 
<• ment of Facts appertiuniagto the arbitraiy and oppressive 
*< Proceedings of the North Association of Litchfield Coon- 
•• ^, in rehition to the Auth<M>. By Darxbl Paekbr, Late 
<« Pastor of a Church in Sharon; Conn. 

«< Carthago delenda est. CaasAm. 
«« ■■ ■ ■ ■ l onga est injuria, longs 

M Amhages : sedsummasequar vestigia rernm. VxaoiL.'* 

. In conformity to the Act of the Congnss of the United 
States, entitled " An Act for the encouragement of Learn- 
ing, li^ securing the copies of Maps, Charts and Books to 
the authors and proprietors of auch copies, during the time 
therein mentioned." And also to an act, entitled « an Act 
supplementary to an Act, entitled an act for the encouragement 
M leamii^, by lecurifig the copies of Map«, Charts and Books 
to the authors and proprietors of such copies during the timea 
therein mentioned, and extending the benefits thereof to the 
arts of designing, engraving, and etching historical and other 
prints**' 

JAMES DILL, 
» . ' QM of the southern district of Kew-TorK 



4- 



^:' 



jiBTfs&vreiffliEifr. 

X HE Becesritjr of vuiking pvUk the folUwiog ili^ 
telopement, is not less {Munfbl than nnptemaut* %j^ 
rj possible exertion had been nsed whickl ooniA der* 
vise^ to render thepeblicetion unnecesearji bat eedk 
attempt has proved ineflbctuaL The siiigiilar eflEbrtt 
which have been adopted and pursued by certain indV 
▼iduals, for several years past^ have been of so flagrant 
a nature, as to demand detection for the safety of oth<- 
ers, and of commnnity. 

Probably the annals of no protntant coantry^aMl 
certaanly not^f oorown^ can fiornash data in^any meaa- 
nre comparable with the unprecedented acta nd pro* 
eedure which are here disclosed. 

I ask for nodiing but facts, and a decision contMh 
pendent with them. To these I am joatiy entitted, 
and to these I cheerfully and willingly submit. If 
the documents which are furnished in confirmation of 
the statement are allowed to have validityi it is presa<> 
med the facts will be easily discovered; and that no 
combined exertions can destroy Iheir force. These 
may cause very diflbrent impressions to be entertained 
of men and measures, from those which a comHnatioii 
have laboured to produce. 

I am well aware that it will be deemed unpopnlaTf 
and probably by some iniquitous, to attempt* to expose 
the turpitude of members belonging to a body which 
has been highly esteemed for talents u/ad virtue; or to 
call in question aoy acts or decisions of an association. 
Tet the cause of truth ought not to be relinquished 
^because there are formidable obstacles to encounter. 
Truth will maintain its ascendancy, and suntiount aH 
opposition. 
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If wU}, DO doubt, be co&Bidered presunptaoas for 
an Uldividualy who isbieedii^ under the cruel censure 
9i a combination, to attempt to encounter a great and 
powerful body, with tiie least prospect of retrieving his 
injured rights. But a ding and a' stone in the hand of 
9aTid,in a righteous cause, proved more effiectual than 
llie whole afmour of €ki}iath. Should it be urged that 
too great plainness is introduced, 1 would reply, that 
flagrant acts, by whomsoever committed, are not com<» 
'monly delineated in feeble and unmeaning language; 
nor would it be correspondent with the nature of the 
Diets disclosed. 

In the delineation, it has been necessary to embrace 
many connecting circumstances, which have greatly 
protracted the work, but without which, so clear a 
tiew of the subject could not be obtained. 

To the candid and dispassionate I cheerfully sub^ 
Hdtit. 

AMfoon, January 21$^, 1819. 



ERRATA. 

Psg^ 13, line 12 from bottenL read even for < eveir^«»p. ST* I. 
30, 18 for • 13'»p. 53, 1. lS,im ibr * in'-^p. 81, 1. 6, menitdSK, 

* memorial'— p. 8^ 1, 10 from bottom, inference for « influence'^ 
'-»p. 113, 1. 30, 011 ibr * at^-H^. 130; 1. 5 from bottom, Greervnite 

Ibr < Greenwich* — p. 137, 1. o from bottom, Murpeuting for « snr- 
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eolicitudetoT « testimony'— p. 387, 1. 19, eecurity for * serenity «' 
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PROSCRIPTION 

DELINEATED, &c. 



SECTION I. 

. XN the month of NoTember, 1801, 1 commenced 
preaching in Sharon, Ellsworth Bocietj, Connec- 
ticut, haying been previously engaged by its com- 
mittee t© supply, for a very short period, the desk 
in that place. This society was formed chiefly 
from Ihe town of Sharon, but embraced also a small 
section from the town of Kent. These sections 
composed the limits of the society. The inhabi- 
tants, as I was then informed, had been occasionally 
engaged, for more than forty years, in endeavours 
to establish a society ; and had the preceding year 
so far accomplished their designs, as to obtain a lo- 
cation frojQ the legislature of the state. Previously 
to my arrival,* I had engaged to supply them but one 
Sabbath; but by reason of their subsequent press- 
ing solicitations, I consented to tarry with them 
four. During this period, a meeting of the society 
was called, and as I was soon after informed by a 
committee appointed for that purpose, there was a 
unanimous request that I should settle with them ia 
the work of the gospel ministry. I immediately re- 
flected that the society was new, small, and compo- 
sed of broken materials, with discordant feelings 
among themselves, and having no church formed ; 
and hence I concluded, from these circumstances 
and its local situation, that its duration as such would 
fn all probability be short;: I therefore immediately 
2 



informed the committee that I could not listen to 
their request, and must give them a negative answer* 
They earnestly entreated me not to give them a 
negative at that time, even if I should in future. 
They iaformed me, that their efforts bid been long 
and arduous to obtain society privileges ; that they 
had employed several preachers to eflSciate among 
them, on whom th«y4M)ttld not Jl>e agreed ; that they 
were now unanimous and harmonious ; and should I 
give them a denial, they in all probability would 
sink under the weight of their trials, and thus relin- 
quish the hope of society privileges, as utterly un- 
attainable by further efforts. By reason of these 
suggestions, and a desire on my part that they 
might, as a parish, be stimulated to continued exer- 
tions to procure a settlement of the gospel ministry 
among, them, and consequently share in the rich 
idessings of their anticipated privileges, I consented 
to defer my answer to the committee until a future 
time. Tet it is but justice to remark, that it was 
nay great object to become liberated from their re- 
quest, without weakening or destroying thei» future 
efforts to secure a preached gospel among them. 
Thus during the period of several months, I used 
every exertion to procure a release from their re^^ 
quest, anijl still leave them harmonious and vigorous 
to procure the settlement of some other candidate 
among them. But the greater my efforts and the 
more I discovered of their real situation, the more 
difficult I found it to leave them, without wholly 
dispiriting them, and thus rendering them speedily 
extinct as a parish. In this situation, the great 
question in my own mind was, whether I should en- 
counter the obvious difficulties which must be ardtt*- 
pus and trying, if not insurmountable, by settling 
among them ; or whether I should leave them 
Weakened and disheartened by their unavailing ef- 
forts, probably to be scattered and lost as a society, 
by my accepting of some other call in ar^other place, 
under all circumstances, far more eligible. After 



ttiiicli psiiiiful deliberation, I diffcovered an unwil- 
iiRgnesa on my part to see a society rendered ex«> 
tincty wbicii, in all human probability depended 
upon my affirmatiTe, or negative answer. In thta 
situation, wholly regardless of my own peace and 
comfort, I yielded to their riequest,and accepted of 
their call. But previously to my offering myself 
for examination, which was rendered necessary ik 
order to give them an affirmative answer, I wa6 
pressingly called upon to accept of another invita* 
tion for settlement, in a place wnere such forbidding 
€J)8tacles did not obtrude. The reflection that Ellfl^ 
worth society must shortly cease to exist, should I 
accept the invitation, influenced me to reject ali 
other calls. 

About this time a church was organized in Ells* 

worth which was composed of 28 members. The 

salary which was proposed for my support was 

eighty *five pounds. It was the understanding also, 

that they were to furnish me with wood for twelve 

years, should I still continue their pastor ; at the 

expiration of which time they were to give me a 

wood k>t of twenty acres, within a given distance of 

the meeting*house, but were no longer to be holden 

to draw my wood. They were, furthermore, to 

f[We me a settlement of six hundred dollars ; three 

hundred of which were to become mine on the day 

of my ordination ; 'and the remaining three hundred, 

of which I was to receive the use, to become mine 

after the rate of twenty-five dollars a year: But 

should I not continue with them in the ministry for 

the period of twelvef years, I was to refund, of the 

last sum of three hundred dollars, in the proportion 

of twenty •'five dollars a year, for the denciency of 

time, to complete the 'twelve years. Such Was th« 

understanding of the proposals made to me. These 

proposals, I remarked to their committee, would not 

be adequate to the support of my family, and would 

by no means render a comfortable subsistence; 

** that the labourer was worthy of his hire,'* and 
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f^ that tbose who preached the gospel, should live 
4^f the gospel ;" that a clergyman was justly entitled 
to a decent and honourable maintenance ; that hav- 
ing no patrimony, and being obliged to educate 
myself, in part, I should be wholly dependent on my 
salary for a support. They urged that their socie- 
ty was small and poor ; and that it would be seem- 
ingly impossible to increase the sum proposed, 
which would even then be burdensome for them to 
discharge ; and advocated the idea^ frequently ad- 
vanced by those who had never estimated the ex- 
pense of supporting a family by the purchase of 
every article of consumption and use, viz. that two 
hundred and fifty or three hundred dollars a year, 
would decently support a family, with the probable 
saving of half or more of the same. 

I had, previously to this, suggested to the society 
the necessity of their establishing a fund, to operate 
as a bond of union among them, and contribute ta^ 
render the society permanent; the annual interest 
of which was to be appropriated to the support of 
preaching in the parish. Accordingly a fund of one 
thousand pounds had been raised by subscription, 
the annual interest of which would be two hundred 
dollars. As it was contemplated this interest would 
be promptly paid at the close of each year, and thus 
applied in part pay of my salary, it would, of 
course, be better than two hundred dollars raised by 
tax,- which usually lingers in the collection, if it does 
not prove wholly evanescent. I finally acceded to 
the proposals on these conditions, viz. I would make 
the trial; and if it should furnish a support for my 
family, well ; if not, they must either add to it, or 
grant me a dismission. I was accordingly ordain- 
ed over the church and society of Ellsworth, on the 
26th of May, 1802, by the North Consociation of 
Litchfield county ; and the church over which X 
had now the pastoral charge, was at the same time 
consociated. 

Being now inducted into the ministry, with an 
amazingly weighty and responsible charge resting 
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Hponme, I entered upon its arduous dulies with 
fear and trembling. The difficulties peculiar to a 
newly organized church and society, were to be en- 
countered. These were greatly enhanced by the 
defection and dissention of many who lived within 
the local bounds of the society. For a number of 
years previous to the location of the society, preach* 
ers of almost every description had visited that re« 
gion of territory : consequently but very few indi- 
viduals appeared to possess any just and accurate 
ideas of the doctrines of the gospel. Added to thiSt 
great numbers had certificated themselves as belong- 
ing toother denominations; some, as was generally 
considered, to avoid expenses unavoidably incident 
t# the support of regular society ; and also to pre- 
vent the obtaining of it ; and others, unquestionably, 
in a conscientious manner. Thus, from many of 
those "who were not of us,'* although they lived 
among us, we experienced many and severe trials* 
Although there was no stated preaching among 
these diflferent denominations, to my knowledge, for 
some length of time, from my first acquaintance in 
the place, yet many of them appeared to be unwil- 
ling that the society should enjoy the regular and 
stated privileges of the gospel. By numbers, a faosi- 
tility to the church and society was marked with % 
virulence distinguishingly characteristic of native 
depravity. The society ifself, also, being compo- 
sed of sections from two towns, discovered in some^ 
degree a competition. These various considera^ 
tions rendered it difficult to organize and harmonize 
conflicting parties and interests. Yet as the socie- 
ty progressed in age, it apparently gained strength 
and union. The distinguishing docti'ines of the 
gospel were willingly heard and received, by the 
generality of those who statedly attended on public 
worship. 

My ministerial labours were not, however, confin- 
ed to the limits of my own parish* In addition to 
my parochial duties, I was, for some length of lime 

2* 



aflermy ordination, called upon to supply^ to a eon- 
Siderable extent, two neighbouring parishes* The 
<rid gocietj in the town of Sharon, which had been 
mippKed nearly half a century by the Rev. and pious 
Cotton M* Smith, was now for the most part deatt* 
tnte of a preached gospel, by reason of his infirmi- 
ties of age. Also, the south society in Cornwall 
wad then vacant. Sitnated between these two con- 
gregations, which were mily occasionaHy supplied 
hy candidates, I was very frequently called upon 
i0 afford them assistance. Often, for many weeka 
in succession, after delivering two discourseD on the 
Sabbath in my own desk, I haVe immediatety gone 
io one or the other of these deslitute parishes, and 
delivered to them one and sometimes two discourses 
on the same day, and returned home in the even* 
ing. Also in cases of severe sickness in either 
place, I was often called to visit them, and likewise 
to officiate at their funerals, and occasional lectures. 
Nor is a solitary instance of refusal, to either of their 
calls, within my recollection. During this period, 
my itinerations in other places were, probably, as 
extensive as those of any other local preacher with* 
in the vicinity. Frequently was I reminded, by my 
fathers and brethren in the ministry, that I must 
forbe^ my labours, as my constitution could not sus- 
tain so much fatigue, and I should soon sink under 
the burden. 

In the mean time, my domestic concerns engross- 
ed much of my care and labour. About the time 
of my settlement I had purchased a small place fen: 
my residence, wholly out of repairs, and unfit for 
occupancy. Well aware my salary was incompe- 
tent to the support of my family and defraying any 
expenses in repairs, I laboured extensively with my 
own hands to render it ^^mfor table. Consequently, 
after the labours and fatigues of the day, I was 
obliged to devote a very considerable proportion of 
the night to study. Often did 1 find not more than 
two or three hours for repose. As an additional 
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tirie, i waM rerjr dtordj ifter my MtfleBMUt, i^ 
quested to take the charge add ioBtruction of yovtbt 
ID preparatkm for college, and in purauhig rarioua 
bnoichea of literature. Thm I was ancuatbered 
with the care of a hw popib, the cooipemation for 
which was by no sieaiia proportionate to the bur* 
den* 

AboHt three and a half years bad now elapsed^ 
when it pleased a merciAil God to Tisit the place 
with the effDrsions of his Holy SpMt. The wotk 
began to raaDifest itself power&Uy, in the month of 
November, 1805, and progressed during the follow* 
ing winter ; and traces of it ccmtinued even until the 
ensuing summer. This shower of divine grace 
spread over a great part of the parish. Its effects 
were apparently deep and pungent. It was evident** 
ly the still small voice, which caused multitudes to 
exclaim with deep solicitude, ^* what shaH we do to 
be saved V^ This work was not generally accem* 
panied with noise, or confusion ; but the subjects of 
it seemed deeply to feel and realize their wretched 
and ruined condition as sinners* The involuntary 
aigb, the deeply depicted angnish, and the anxious 
look, ^visibly expressed more than volumes could 
describe. People of all ages and denominations, so 
for as the work had apparently extended, seemed 
more or less to share in the general solicitude and 
solemnity. As there had not, for a long period of 
time, been any stated preaching by any other deno* 
mination, all classes resorted to the meetings of my 
appcHntment. Indeed, the certificated people stre- 
nuously solicited my attendance with ffaem in pro* 
portion to their numbers with the people of the so* 
ciety. I had gratified their request for several 
weeks, when the attention being noised abroad, a 
Baptist, and, soon after, Methodist preachers flock- 
ed around us. A line was almost instantaneously 
drawn. Every certificated person immediately re- 
sorted to Baptist or Methodist meetings, as they 
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iMtppened to be supplied with either order df preach- 
ers. 

And here, duty may render it proper to remark, 
that this occurrence seemingly gave a check to the 
progress of the work for a time ; and instead oF the 

5 leasing prospect of the union of these nominally 
ifferent sectaries with the society, to any considera- 
ble extent, a formidable line of perpetual separation 
was evidently established. This consideration, in 
connexion with some irregularities among these dif- 
ferent denoiiiinations, prevented me from giving a 
narrative of the revival to the public at that time, as 
had been usual on similar occasions. 

My time, after this occurrence, was wholly devo- 
ted to the care and instruction of the people of my 
charge. And probably from November to March 
or April following, there was scarcely an evening, 
a few Saturday evenings excepted, in which I did 
not attend stated meetings in the difierent parts of 
my parish. During this revival, there were at that 
time from fifty to sixty persons who were, in the 
view of charity, savingly interested in this gracious 
visitatbn. Thus the Lord had done great things 
for us, whereof we had the utmost reason to rejoice. 
Christians were refreshed and comforted ; acces- 
sions were made to the church, and the society had 
become considerably strengthened.. 

During the summer and autumn of 1806, the 
meeting-house in Ellsworth, which had before been 
only inclosed, was now completed. This render- 
ed public speaking far less fatiguing. Previous to 
this, I had sustained much injury to my lungs and 
voice, by speaking in ^n open house. Thus the as- 

Sect of things, in relation to the church and society, 
ad assumed an almost entire change, contrasted 
with their situation four or five years preceding. 

Early in the year 1807, 1 had found it necessary 
to adopt some different measures, in relation to ob- 
taining a support for my family. I had ascertained 
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by experimetit, for two or three years previra0>' 
what I had at first anticipated, that my stipulated 
salary was far from being adequate to my support* 
Frequently I had reminded the society's commit* 
tee, that it would be necessary to make an addition 
to my support, or liberate me from my charge* 
They urged in reply, that the situation of the pa- 
rish would not admit of increasing my salary ; and 
for me to leave them would destroy it. In the 
spring of the year 1805, the only merchant in the 
place, and one of the props of the society, informed 
me he was about to remoTe from among us, for the 
want of a more extensive capital to carry on his 
trade. When I remonstrated against it, that it 
would greatly weaken and injure the society, and 
therefore I could by no means become reconciled ta 
it ; he replied, if I would assist him to a certain sum 
of additional stock, he would cheerfully continue 
his business, and I should share an equal propor- 
tion of the gain or loss, as the business should resolt. 
After consulting with a number of my friends, botb 
of the clergy and laity, each of whom advised to the 
plan ; and the sum of money necessary to a compli* 
aace being offered me in loan, by a friend, for a term 
of years, at six per cent, I finally acceded to the 
proposal, and vested the stock in trade. In the 
transactions of the business of this concern I. had 
nothing to do ; nor was my name ever known in the 
firm for some length of time. The concern was 
managed exclusively by the active partner. For 
two or three years the business succeeded as well 
as could have been expected. Yet the little profit 
derived from this source, did not supply the defi« 
clency of my salary. Hence other measures must 
be adopted, to afford a maintenance. 

About that time, I had received repeated appli- 
cations, to leave my people and settle in other places, 
where they proposed a very ample supportr But 
as an acceptance would still^inall probability, have 
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]pn>ved the turn of EUsworih society, I refined a 
f^ompliance. 

In the spring of 1 807, when it waa generally kaown 
in the place that somelhing must be done, witheul 
which I must leave tbeniyr it was proposed and urg-^ 
edy that I should engage more extenstyely in this 
concerns of a school ; and in this manner, by my 
extra labours, derive a support. To this sugges*^ 
tion I urged the improifiriety of assuming this addi- 
tional burden, to the ei^clusion of &iy pastoral do* 
ties, and the deprivation of my own personal im** 
provement in study : that it was then the only proper 
time, life and health permitting, to lay up stores of 
xnefital improvement, in vacant nours, if such could 
be found ; and that it would be unreasonable for me 
to impose this task on myself, which at most must 
be wholly a gratuity to the society, and exclusively 
for their benefit, when I might on any day, would I 
give my consent, accept of a generous support in 
several other places for my ministm*ial labours only. 
But these considerations were unavailing* It was 
agreed by the church and society, that they would 
dispense with my visitations, occasional lectures and 
other weekly meetings, eficept in cases of sickness, 
or on some special emergency, if I would consent to 
engage in a school. In the mean time, my fathers 
and brethren in the ministry pressed my contiQU- 
ance with my people; and knowing the circum* 
stances of the parish, and the incompetency of my 
support, unanimously requested me to institute a 
school. Thus I was over persuaded to listen to this 
expedient ; and, to enter upon which, it was neces- 
sary for me to expend several hundred dollars to 
erect a building, and furnish it with appurtenances, 
suitable for the convenience and accommodation of 
such an Establishment. 

, I accordingly commenced the collection of some 
materials for a building, and had engaged workmen 
to put it up. My residence was one mile and a 
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ipiarter from my meeting-houge ; md a rety £oii# 
fiidentble proportton of the people of the parish 
strongly solicited me to remore into the centre of 
the parish, and haye my 8cbooI4>uilding erected 
there. Indeed^ much feeling was excited on this 
subject. The generaKty of the people eyentuaUy 

Kodaimedy that unless the school shotdd be esti^ 
hed in the meeting-house Tillage^ they would not 
consent to have me engage in it. Some of my neigh* 
hours averred, if I should remove into that village 
iSnty would abandon me and the society. During 
this altercation, a large number of the inhabitants 
had negociated with a person who lived in the cen- 
ter village, to exchange his place for mine ; they 
taking the whole burden and risque on themselves, 
so that I should have need to do nothing more than 
remove ; and had even fixed on the time of remo- 
val ; and had furthermore engaged to erect a school 
building for me, free of any charge to myself. To 
this negociation I had also acceded. But, on a sud- 
den, this plan was frustrated by a defection on the 
part of the person who was to come into the occu- 
pancy of my place. This event threatened imme- 
diate ruin to the society. Not to remove to the 
center would produce general discontent; and no 
place could there be obtained : and to erect the 
building near my own dwelling would gratify merely 
my immediate neighbours. Hence, to sit still, I 
must perish, and to go forward was impracticable. 
A dissolution of our connexion appeared to foe the 
only alternative. Thus I resolved, as soon as the 
busy season of the summer was over, to ponvene a 
council and obtain a dismission. Accordingly, 
when that period had arrived, I made known my 
intentions to the people. An alarm was immedi- 
ately produced* Great efforts were now made to 
divert nie from my intentions ; and all cheerfully 
expressed a willingness, would I tarry, that a build- 
ing should be erected where I should choose. As 
the place could not be obtained in the center vil- 
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bge, there was an entire acquiescence that the 
building should be established near my own dwell- 
ing- A number of individuals even canae forward, 
and pledged themselves, verballj, that if I would 
consent to have the building put up, and would fur- 
nish what materials I had already collected, and 
also board the workmen, they would supply the re- 
sidue at their own expense, and defray the charges 
of the workmen* As much solicitude was excited, 
I waited a time for deliberation. In this period of 
time, I improved an opportunity of conferring with 
some of the principal inhabitants in Sharon town. 
Formerly a flourishing Academy had been estab- 
lished in the old village, but it was now in ruins, ex- 
cept the building. My first object was to ascer^ 
tain, whether they contemplated to attempt a revi- 
Tal of their institution ; if so, I would use no further 
efforts in respect to the establishment of a school. 
After receiving assurances from very many of the 
most influential men, that nothing should be done 
to revive their old institution ; that they had alrea- 
dy made a number of unavailing efforts to accom- 
lish that object, and that such a thing was evident- 
ly impracticable; they gave me their pledges, 
would I establish a school, that their children should 
be placed under my instruction ; that they would 
render me all the patronage in their power, and no- 
thing more should be attempted with their decayed 
institution while I should continue my school. . I 
then called on their clergyman, who had recently 
been settled among them, viz. David L. Perry, he 
having lately left the tutorship in Willi^^m's College, 
to ascertain from him whether he contemplated to 
take students to instruct. I informed him that my 
continuance in Ellsworth now principally depended 
on that point ; and if he designed to take students, 
I should abandon all further efforts to set up a 
school ; should immediately take a dismission from 
my people, and settle in some other place, where I 
might receive an ample support, without this addi- 
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fional burden. Mr. Perry strongly urged my con? 
tinuance with my people; and observed, should I 
leave them^ they would no doubt be scattered and 
lost as a society ; that a very serious injury would 
result to the town; and that it would necessarily 
impose on him an additional task. He v€ry strenu- 
ously recommended my engaging in a school, and I 
think I cannot labour under a mistake in repeating 
the following as nearly, if not entirely, his language 
to me on that occasion, kideed, I received the im« 

Sressions which the language naturally implies, and 
ley have ever xemained permanent in my mind^ 
as my object was at that tmie to know on what I 
* might rely^ and it was in answer to my express in* 
quiries-: 

^^ Brother Parker, I did not settle in Sharon to 
teach school. I shall have no concern with a school 
in any manner here, further than to visit the dis- 
trict schools; and that I shall calculate to do, whe- 
ther I am appointed a school visitor or not. You 
may rest assured I shall not take any scholars to 
prepare for college ; nor shall I have any concern 
with an academy here. I wish you by all means 
to institute a school, and I will render you all the 
patronage I am able. If they do not support me in 
-Sharon, as a minister of the gospel, I wul ga wher^ 
theywUl." ' 

The result of this visit to town was the turning 
hinge in respect to my continuance in Ellsworth. 
With the pledges and assurances rendered, in con- 
nexion with the hopeful prospect of preserving the 
church and society under my care from being ren- 
dered extinct, I was induced to comply with the 
proposal already made me, of erecting a school- 
house agreeably to the last propositions made to 
me ; and accordingly I made known to those indi- 
viduals my compliancy. They requested that the 
work might be immediately entered upon, and that 
I would call on them for whatever was nece««ar|fr tb^ 
fhe fulfilment of their engagements. 

3 
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ibt was htt b the &tt whttt the huilcHng^ was en*- 
ttred iipon,;r bat it was completed in the begiaiiiiig 
of Dectmbn* following* Often did I caH upmi. these 
itidiYiduals, for tbetr pnomised aid; aaAy with the 
eqoeeplioit of protNibly two ev three dajs^ labottr iff 
the wlwlr, h ctid not^ to toy ve«ollectk>iiv eeceire thr 
■Mhe of one MUaj^ either ia matcsiak^for the 
buildings er to p8P|r tins laiiouren* After I bad paki 
every espense wUch had aceriied^ the aaiount d£ 
wUch was fromi five lo am hundred doHsvs^ ei» iiii>^ 
diaidBid MbaHcedooe ktindred ddlar8Pon«ti|nifote4 
cendiliorw^ The reridne^ baa ever remained, it ststo: 

Tisebuttdkig beinj^now cwnpkted^ I conunenced 
my school in it about the middle of DecembeTt 
}807# The aoaiber of stud^ats soon tncreewed be* 
y^tmd wkai I had erer anticipatedv After tiie &st 
Uaemy tbe namber was so ^at as to> render it n<;ee»- 

ar ta emptoy two assi8tasi4»; very soo^^ three ; 
y.eveiitaalfy', foar. In- the progress of tbe scheei^ 
it beeasne necessary to enlairge my dwelting-faoitte 
for the aGe<Mciiftcidatien' of boardek*s. This I accent- 
plM»ed witttnii the period of leas than two years; 
jsaviag akeaxfy expettded, to accommodate my^ 
ff^biwsi, &om 2600 to 3000 dollars.. 

loathe month^ of May, IS09, if l\mistafce not, I 
was informed Mr. Perry had engaged an instruct" 
i^ssy for the puifpose of opening a feinale ^bool in 
the dd aeademk building in Sharon town ; wbt«h 
sehoot,^ it w^s sfated^ was to be considered as his 
ifwu. tJnwilling to beliere it could be a fact, in fuH- 
rec^tection of his ferm^^r pledges to me, as I had uni- 
foraily been itirpressed^ I soon called on him to aS'^ 
' ^ettain tbe tiruth. He acknowledged it was true, 
jsnd that the scbooi would soon commence ! I in- 
quired how it was possible, in eonsistency with th^ 
asauifanees he had made to me? He cheerfully ac* 
hnowledged) unlesamy memory is insensibly treaeh- 
erbtm, his engagements to me in the autumn of 1&07 ; 
but observed, he was about to ie this for my bede*^^ 
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£t. fie remarked, It was very improper for mife 
and female fltudents to asseaifale under tke aame roof 
for iDfirtmction; that he coatemplated to take M flie 
femi^s, and leave the males to my charge* I re- 
minded him, that my male and female papils were 
in separate apartments ; that the females were un- 
der the immediate care of an able instructress ; and 
that the different schools were not together at any 
time, except ibr prayers, at the daily opening and 
closing of the school. I repeated to him, that I had 
already expended a large sum of money to accom- ^ 
modflte the school, and that by reason of his engage- 
ments and solicitations, as I had ever entertained 
the idea ; that his procedure would necessarily dc- 
prive me both of my right and my property; and 
ihvt It would have been &r better for me not to have 
undertaken a school and incurred this vast expense, 
than ^thus to submit to the instilotion of a riral 
school, from one in whom I had placed confidence 
as a patron. These suggestions were of no avail. 
He persisted in his sophistical argument, as a justi^ 
fication of his goif^ counter to his former assurances 
to me. This statement is strictly correct, unless I 
have strangely forgotten. I was truly surprised 1 
Nevertheless, be proceeded with his school ! 

At the close of his first quarter I went into town, 
with one of my neighbours, to converse with Mr. 
Perry, on the subject of bis speedily instituting a 
male school, under the same roof with his female 
school, as common report had for a short time re- 
presented. It seemed, by report, an arrangement 
had already been planned for this purpose ; and 
that he should be unknown to me, as having any 
ooncern with a male school. It was represented, 
that it was to be conducted in the name of a young 
gentleman, who had been selected as the immediate 
instructor, and who had also been an assistant in my 
school the preceding winter. This plan, I consider* 
ed, if true, was MrtfuUy laid to rob me of the male, 
as the former was of the female scholars. On txty 
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Arrival in town, I found a number of people assent- 
4>led to attend an examination of the school, at the 
close of which I took an opportunity of conversing 
with Mr. Perrj^in the presence of a number of gen- 
tlemen, relative to his instituting a male school. It 
appeared that the subject was in agitation, if not 
already organized. I remarked, that this was what 
I did not expect; that I had considered Mr. Perrj 
holden to me, by promises, to have no concern with 
a school in any form ; and that*I had considered 
bim to acknowledge this promise, only about three 
months before, when establishing bis female school ;. 
land that bis plea for not regarding it then was, that 
schools for both sexes ought not to be under the 
same roof; butnow,.it seemed, the time had arrived 
when they might properly be united in the old aca-* 
demic building in Sharon. And, furthermore, I had 
considered the people in Sharon street as having 
generally placed themselves under obligations to 
me, not to attempt to revive their school ; but woid^ 
lend me their assistance and patronage, if I would 
embark in a school and nmt leave my people. 
Judge of my surprise, when Mr. Perry immediately 
replied, he had never made any engagements to me 
OB* that subject, and had never acknowledged any 
to me- the preceding spring! I then pointed out 
the very spot of ground where we were when I had 
the conversation with him in the fall of 1807, at 
which time t derived from him the idea of an en- 
gagement ; also the room in which we were sittings 
the May precedingrwhen I understood him fully to 
acknowledge an engagement. I observed to him,, 
it was true, no other person was present at either 
conversation. But he persevered ia the denial of 
both, and has continued to do the same ever since> 
so far as I have known. 

It is indeed slrange,! could have so. grossly mis- 
apprehended him in both conversations,, and espe- 
cially in the first> when my conclusions, to continue 
with or leave my people^ were dependant upim it! 
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Mi'. Perry furthermore added, to my inquiries at 
this time^ that he had had nothing to do with the 
establishment of a male school, which had there re- 
cently been projected ! At this I was much asto- 
nished, having oeen repeatedly informed he was to 
be the principal in the schooll The gentlemen 
present, as I then understood, adrised and agreed 
they would give up all further efforts to set up the 
school, as it appeared there were obligations to me 
which, perhaps, some were not aware of, for mr 
exertions and expenses, in establishing my school. 

The next day, or perhaps the second following, 
I was in town, and informed by the young eentle- 
man who had been solicited to instruct the proposed 
school^ that Mr. Perry had called on him, on the 
morning after my late conversation at the Academy, 
and strenuously urged him to go into the school ; 
and that if he would net go in', a teacher should be 
procured, whatever the expense should be to ac- 
complish it. This young gentleman also mention- 
ed to me, at the same time, that Mr. Perry had 
urged him to adpertise the school^ and endeavoured 
to persuade him it was his duty, in order to obtain 
pupils. I. immediately went to the house of Mr. 
Perry, and informed him of what I had heard. I 
think I do not labour under any mistake when I 
> say, he denied the whole ! His declarations, if I 
rightly remember, were totally the reverse on the 
subject of advertising, and also on several other 
points. I found there was an entire clashing in the 
stories of this young gentleman, many of which 
were confirmed by some of the family to which he 
. belonged, with many of Mr. Perry's declarations. 

As it seemed there was a determination, at any 
rate, to set up the proposed school, I very soon 
forbore to say much, if any thing more, on the sub- 
ject to Mr. Perry, as it appeared to me to be treated 
evasively. Suffice it to say, the school commenced 
immediately. With the difficulties which arose 

among themselves afterwards, I have no concern* 

3# 
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I can only say, I sincerely regretted the very abu- 
sive treatment^ as I conceive, which the teacher ex- 
perienced, as I afterwards learned, in consequenee 
of having been ensnared to engage in that school, 
to which for a long time he manifested much reluc- 
tance, and which he seemed desirous to avoid. 
The schools, however, were not of long continu- 
ance. But here I ought to remark, that some in- 
stances occurred in which students, who were sent 
from home with express directions to come on io 
my school in Ellsworth, were stopped in Sharon 
street, and overpersuaded to tarry there. And 
many efforts were also made to gain other students. 
It may with propriety be said, that most if not all 
the members of these schools in town, in reality 
were and ought to have been my pupils, from what 
I ever deemed previous assurances made me. I 
would further add, that after the male school estab- 
lished there for a time, had ceased, Mr. Perry was 
pleased to open another near his own dwelling, of 
somewhat . ludicrous memory, in which he received 
students, and continued the same until about -the 
time of the close of my school in Ellsworth, in 
1816. 

While my rights were thus assailed by the estab- 
lishment in town; my school still gradually increas- 
ed in numbers. It was often composed of members 
resident in various places, from Baltimore to Ver- 
mont, and from Rhode-Island to Buffalo. The 
annual catalogue of my school, for several of the 
last years, contained from 200 to 250 names. As 
the institution flourished, I had also increased my ex- 
penses for its accommodation. Having long enter- 
tained the impression, that the usual mode of instruc- 
tion, pursued in academic institutions, was too su- 
perficial for the benefit of pupils, I spared no pains 
or charges to obviate this impropriety. I therefore 
increased the number of teacher?^ in order that 
every lesson might be thoroughly heard. I consult- 
ed the J[>enefit and improvement of the youth in the 
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Bystem I had adopted and directed mj efforts to its 
accomplishment. Nor have I ever reflected on 
my exertions, in that respect, as unsuitable. 

My task was now rendered trolj arduous. The 
stated supply of my desk, together with the dis- 
cbarge of the other parochial duties, which necessa- 
rily devolved upon me ;^n attendance in my school 
from six to nine hours in a day, and providing for 
my family, which consisted usually of from thirty 
to seventy or eighty members, rendered my cares 
and fatigues truly great. Tet^ven these were but 
a part of my burdens. The restrictive system, 
which our general government saw fit to adopt, 
commenced sooil after my school was organized; 
This very sensibly affected the store, in which I 
had an interest, and produced an extensive loss .on 
many articles of produce then on hand. It severe- 
ly affected also many individuals in that section of 
country, and placed them under great pecuniary 
embarrassments. It producd many applications to 
me for aid, as very many indulged the idea that my 
numerous school must bring in a flood of money ; 
and not reflecting that I had been, and even then 
was, at great expense to furnish it, they seemed to 
imagine I could, without inconvenience, advance 
any sums of money at any call to relieve the dis- 
tressed. My re j'*^s to such pressing applicants, 
that my disburser.ents had been immense, and that 
I was unable to gather collections sufficient to meet 
the necessary exigences of my own concerns, would 
not* aiiffice. They would still strenuously impor- 
tune / ^<ffW > * w operty, perhaps, was advertised for 
sale by Wo^fc^^' which would soon take place, at 
an immense^^^tiftee ; and if they could mcSt the 
claim by a loan, it would enable them to have time ' 
to dispose of their property to advantage, and save 
them and their famiKes from distress and ruin. Or, 
perhaps, they had a payment to meet at the bank, 
which must be discharged at a given time, and dis- 
appointments had overtaken theni ; without a loaQ^ 
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tliarelbre, (ot a short time, their credit would 1^ 
sacrificed, and they thus injured or ruined ; or some 
other pressing plea* When I informed such^ I had 
not the funds on hand, and could not consistently 
afford them relief; the very uniform reply to me 
was, "^^ yoa can easily procure it almost any hour, 
and it shall be promptly returned whenever you 
must replace it ;'' or perhaps within a given num- 
ber of days* Such urgent entreaties, by persons ip. 
real distress, with positive assurances of punctual 
remittances, my s^j^ck of liberality would not allow 
me to resist. And when confidently assi^red I 
should sustain no material injury in extending the 
arm of relief, I should have deemed myself highly 
criminal ^ad I refused. Under such circumstances, 
and believing mankind to be possessed of a greater 
. share of re J integrity, than a more extensive ac- 
quaintance with men and things will justify, I yield- 
ed to their solicitations. 

Almost all sums, from a few dollars, to a thou- 
sand, or thousands, were at different times furnish- 
ed, in compliance with such requests. These 
loans I obtamed for their benefi^ at different rafes, 
from 6 to 25, or 30 per cent. Y^t whenever I was 
so fortunate as to have these loans duly returned, 
or even afterwards replaced, I never received, to 
my recollection, over six per cent, on the loanr ; and 
never at any time do I remember to have received 
one pepny for my trouble and expense. But it 
must be observed, that a very greajk proportion of 
these advances, were never returned* Many were 
eventually wholly lost. In some Inslftififllj real es- 
tate came into my hands as seei^iy^tni^ in no in- 
stanee equal in value to the m^ey advanced. 
Thus I was compelled to replace the loans I had 
obtained for. the relief of the distressed, out of my 
own funds, and encumbered with, to me, a useless 
quantity of real estate, which greatly multiplied my 
cares and burdens. Of property of this deacriptiotty 
if I rightly remember>I naa received within the pe- 
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riod of about tbree jears before I obtained a diaoiilr-'* 
tion from my people, to the value of ribeut five 
thousand dollars. Such were the fruits and effects 
of the exercise of beBeTolence,.to those in diatresa* 
who had made solemn aosurances to me,- that I 
should sustain no injury or trouble by {ranting their 
requests. r^'cA*. 

In the mean time, there was a great deficiencj 
in the payment of my salary. The annual interest 
of the fund of two hundred- dollars^ which it had 
been contemplated would be promptly paid on the 
1st of June, yearly, was greatly neglected. I am 
very confident, there was no instance, while I resK 
ded in Ellsworth, of my receivii^ in cash, on what 
Ts called the fund day, over thirty dollars, and uao- 
My not over twenty. I elten times gave receipts 
to individuals for thek fund mterest, gratuitensiy, 
Jn consequence of their pleading their inability to 
• pay it. I also frequently gave receipts to others^ 
at their request, to receive something at a future 
day from them, which was often more to my injury, 
than to have given a discharge at first. Thus ve- 
ry little was accomplished to any real benefit, from 
the operation of the fund. The complement of be** 
tweeD.80 and 90 dollars, to make up my nominal 
salary,, was- usually attempted to be raised by sub- 
scription. To accomplish this successfully, it was 
common to call on me to subscribe first ; and if my 
subscription was^ liberal^ possibly the residue was 
supplied^on paper.^ In this manner, with an almost 
entire neglect to furnish my wood, did. the years 
pass away.. For several years previous to my dis^ 
mission,. I; very often made the proposal to indi- 
viduals, and urged their acceptance of it, that if 
they would give me only one hundred dollars in 
cash, at one time,.they should be entitled toall the 
avails of my salary for a year. I could find no one 
to accede to this» , I well recollect a time,, when 
by losses sustained, the fiind was not fuU; and 
therefore by the cmstitution, until the deficiency 
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ara« 4iupf)iied, tile inlerefit couM Bot be fegalljr cal-- 
4eCted 0n anf part of it ; and e?ren tbe 1^^ eoin- 
mtle« refilled to enter upon tie duties of thdbr ap* 
|MH9tiiieiit» VBtil 4he deficieocj was suppHed ; at 
that time I alepped forward and sillied tbe defi- 
ciency at aiy own expense, in order to render the 
fun4,it)!l obngatory. It is very obvious, liiat there 
ffl a wide distbction between a forUh^ or toimn^ 
isapportiBg an indivii^talf or an iadiniwd sup- 
porting a parUhf or iown. I shail» however, only 
repeat a v«ry common observatioi^ when I say, tbe 
Matter was pronounced to be particularly applicable 
to my i:aAe. It is still fr^sb in the recollection of 
Tast numbers, i]iait for «0Diie length of time, whSe 
clergyman in the parish, and sole proprietcur and 
sianager of an extensive literary kistkittion, I was 
M the same' tiq^e, aeemin;gly necessitated to becoaue 
cashier for very many ; and often their accountant^ 
counsellor, arbitrator, benefactor, and peace makiesr. 
If a person needed assistance, of almost any name, 
JOT kmd, it is weU known %e was sure to call on me 
to supply his wants. Nor were these acts of kind- 
ness lunited by the lines of the parish, as great 
numbers will testify ; or even by the town or coun^ 
ty. Some^ who lived at the distance of more than 
two hundred miles, will, no doubt, acknowledge 
their obligations of gratitude for distinguished kind- 
tMBses conferred. 

In Ihe spring of 181^2, I made application to my 
chflxrch and society for a dismission. The cares 
of my school, with the additional burdens which 
iad grown out of it, especially by extending relief 
(o fte distressed, and their net folfilling their en- 
gagements to me, had brought on a train of con- 
cerns, which necessarily occupied my whole time 
and attention* In this situation, I had no opportu- 
nity for study; nor could I dischai^ e my duty to 
:rayaelf, or my people. Hence to dismiss my 
school, would deprive me of a support, as my sala- 
ry waa incompetent, and would also be a aaciifica 



•C f09«r«l tliouMnA AiHarB mfieiided in itt < 
Mgbneiit, aod 9till lead li> the aectsfttty of reptat* 
11% tiie sane request. This melhed, therefore^ 
MBDied tcf be ttfe oirf3r alteraatiTe. The churdi 
aedsocietj were mwilimg t^gtaat my reqireat* 
We iaMt ever liwd in mtttual peace a^d haiwonj' ; 
and ft mt»tnAy sapteasaaty te be obliged H mUtft 
Ikii^ r«q«eet. But dotjr Mpeared clearly to de^ 
fliatid iu Tbev iaitDediaMy appointed their eotfr- 
arilteee^ to cenlsf wvAi me, aad to endearenv to de* 
tkt aoBie ea^pedienl which might readier uiniece»» 
wmy Ai» e^tf&t. No eflbrta were tiegfeeted, to te^ 
eure^aijr contitraaace whh thera. Yet all their pro« 
poaaH coQld aot remove the obgtactes^ which de« 
barred me from the epportonitjr of niudy. Thtm^ 
after aix monAn, spent in fimitless efforts, to obvi- 
ale my request, the church and society reluctantly 
consented, as the only atfernative, to the calRiig of 
a council for my dismissioD. This council assem* 
bled on the 13th of Nov. 1812, and was compesecl 
of the following members^ viz. Rev. Messrs. reter 
. Starr, David I>. Perry, Timothy Stone, Josiah 
Hawes and Joseph Harvey. The delegates were, 
deacons, Amos Fowler, Paul Smith, losiah Hop* 
kins, Eliakim Mallerv, Samuel Norton and DfyW 
Lee. The whole or the North Censcociatien of 
Litchfield county had been notified to attend, but 
ihe rest failed of giving their attendance. Mr. 
Starr was chosen moderator, and Mr. Perry, 
scribe. 

My request for a dismission, with the reasons as- 
signed, together with the concurrent votes of the 
church and society were e:xhibited. It appeared, 
that there had been, and still was an entire friend- 
ship subsisting between myself, and the church add 
Society ; and it was observed by some of the coun- 
cil, that as there appeared to be an entire harmony 
among us, it was not known how a dissolution of 
our connexion c<iiild be effected, unless there was 
some ckargti or afCeus^tlou exhibited, as a ground 
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a^n which In predicate « dismkfioii. I was acceird- 
ingly called upon to saj^ if I had not some charge 
which I could alledge against either the church xw 
societj. I informed them I had«ot; that thej ap- 
peared to me rather as members of my own family, 
than otherwise ; that it was with reluctance I had 
called for a dismission, but necessity impelled me 
to it. The committees of the church, and society 
were- then called upon, to say, whether they could 
not exhibit some charge, or accusation against me. 
They replied they fa^d none. They stated the 
exertions they had made, to psevail 4»n me to c<m- 
tinue with them; and their earnest desire it *8hould 
take place ; but finding no way to effect it^ they 
were reluctantly obliged to consent to my request* 
as nothing short would relieve my feelings. After 
the council had deliberated by themselves a short 
time, I was called upon again, and again, by them, 
and the committees as often, and the enquiry press- 
ed, whether we could not criminate each other. 
My astonishment was indeed excited, at this pro* 
cedure ; yet we had no criminations with which to 
gratify their manifestly eager desire. After a time 
I was called .before the council, and jt wad signifi* 
ed to mci, that I was highly criminal for being plun- 
ged into the carts cf tlu world* I inquired what 
it meant ! — ^I put the inquiries, whether they were 
not the f^ery persons^ n^o had advisedy and urged 
me to set iqf a school ? Whether sowa of their 
number had not repeatedly applied to me for pe- 
cuniary assistance ? and Whether some of them had 
jnot received from me, the aid th^ had requested? 
and whether others were disaffected^ because / 
could not grand their urgent. requests/ {enquired, 
whether it was criminal, to exercise benevolence^ 
by renderitig them assistance, when they urgent^ 
solicited it ? and whether, if it was right to graJt^y 
them in their requests, Jt would not be equally so 
to gratify the requests of others^ who had made 
their applications with eqtuil s&licitude, and whose 
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pmspecto -c^ ^(fiHiiig th^ eii|^9inienU» were 
efiudljr.iii prpbubie as ia their ow^ ? And now bfr- 
ciNii^e a mimherJbadfailediii the fulfilment of their 
pcoBfiisefl 5 mben all the assistance rendered hyme^ 
w^ without See, or reward, greatlj to my own in- 
convenience, and solely for their benefit; and 
mben, by their defn^ult^ I was compelled to advance 
my ^Qfnna fiinds to supply the .sums obtained for their 
relieC^^; becaikie I bad been enabled in some instan- 
pes to obtaiP) as part security, real estate, by 
jfbich means my cares and burdens were un* 
e^peetedly, and .greatj^y increased ; I inquired^ 
if these were my objects of ma/ own seeking ? and 
could there be any propriety is saying it was crinu* 
n^ftlly pliHiging in the caree of the world? If aou 
theM ihAvr own accommodidionSf and requests ham 
pb^gped me into this evily for aU these things were 
ifitiq^tely cooneclc^d frith, aod had grown out of 
my eetaMiflimeatof aschool ia which they had ur* 
g^ me to embark. I inquired, whether .any otkei: 
motive ^ou(d:be Imputed to my efforts, but that of 
pure benevolence ? and whether a person was to 
be censured, in proportion to his excess in the ex- 
ercise 4^. benevolence, towards his distressed fellow 
men? But no— all was in vain. It)Was easy to 
discover who were active in this transaction. The 
council soon came to a result. And whatever 
stingB their result may contain, I will cheerfully en* 
dure their smart, in preference to belonging to the 
number of those who devised the. instrument of 
torture. 

I copy their result, as delivered to me by their 
register. 

'' Xhe consoociaition^ havjng maturely consid": 
ered the reasons offered by Mr. Parker, for his dis* 
mission, and the concurrent votes of the church and 

society, do judge it expedient, that under exis^^ng 

« 

*For consoeUiliont I have generally sabslituted the word 
councUt which is a term Hiore commonly used whea sit* 
ting as a court. 

4 
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'circumstanced, (be pastoral relation between Mr. 
Parker, and the church and society in Ellsworth, 
be dissolved ; and the same is hereby dissolted.'' 

*^ At the same time, the consociation feel them- 
selves constrained to say, that they consider it ve- 
ry unhappy, and very imprudent, for a minister 6C 
the gospel, so to entangle himself m the cares of 
this world, as to incapacitate himself to attend tothe 
duties of the ministry. And feel themslslves lina^ 
ble to exonerate Mr. Parker from blame in this 
case, and think they cannot recommend him for r£- 
SETTLEMENT, in the work of the ministry, until he 
shall relinquish those careSj and worldly avoca- 
iionSf which have hitherto disqualified him for 
fhe ministry y and give himself wholly to the work. 
But when Mr. Pa^er shall have relinquished those 
extra concerns, not attached to a school, which 
have hitherto impeded his uliefulness, and do at 
this time render necessary his dismission, wt can 
cheerfully recommend him as a very suitable per- 
son to be improved in the churches as a gospel 
minister. 

Passed in consociation, Nov. 19, 1812." 

" Test Peter Starb, Moderator. 
" Dav'ip. L. Perry, Scribe. 
** A true copy of) 
record attest. ) 

Joseph Harvey, Kegfis^er." -^ 

Should we not have expected, that Christian 
meekness, w^ould rather have influenced brethren, 
who had repeatedly called for worldly assistanice, 
and even been favored with it, to have taken an ac- 
commodating brother by the hand, and haVe said 
to him, brother, you are entangling yourself with 
the cares of this world ; we fear you will bring re- 
proach upon the ministry by such procedure. We 
earnestly entreat you, therefore, to desist. Would 
not this method have partaken as much of the spi- 
rit of the gospel, as when knowing these entangle- 
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m^nts were enhanced^ by affording this aid, they 
still neglected those frequent opportunities of pri« 
vate admonition, and without any previous charge, 
or si^estion of wrong, came forth and pronounced 
a public censure ? Reader, judge for yourself. — 
Yet permit the inquiry. Are these the rewards of, 
perhaps, an aUnost unexampled series of benevo* 
leDt acts ? But I forbear. Possibly some develr 
opement of this mystery is but just before us. 

But a few days had elapsed after my dismission, 
before the JElev. Timothy Stone, of Cornwell, call- 
ed at my house, and informed me he had made a ' 
journey expressly to see me. ; and could no longer 
remaiu at rest until he had unburdened his mind. — 
" Do you know, brother Parker,'* said he, " the 
cause of the sting contained in your dismission ?" 
I replied it was probable I did not knov the extent 
of individual proceedings ; yet many tlongs were 
apparently obvious respecting some of the mem- 
bers. He observed, ** brother Perry and 4)rother 
Harvey were determined to get you silenced.*' I 
inquired of him, on what grounds ; as I had never 
known of any complaint, or suggestion of impropri' 
eties against me. He replied, " They urged, you 
were plunged into the cares 9f the world!'* I re- 
marked to him, I thought it very singular that Mr. 
Perry should urge this, when he had expressly 

Iressed my engaging in a school ; and intimated, as 
had understood him, that he would render me ev- 
.ery assistance possible ; and that he had also re^ 
.peatedly called on me to be helped to a loan in nuK 
ney ; and that after I had advanced much expense 
to accommodate my school, he had instituted 
schools, evidently calculated to diminish my num- 
ber of i^upils, which must necessarily plunge me 
into much pecuniary embarrassment ; that, of aU 
m^n, he must assuredly be the last, to suggest the 
complaint of my being plunged into worldly cpn« 
cerns, as no individual had probably contributed so 
extensively to entangle me with theip. 



I obserred^ in respect to Mr. Hartley, irtio had 
been connected Wifb> u» but a sbdrt tkoe, and wi^ 
whom I had but little acqnarntance^ I could niot dr- 
vine the Origin ef his molive», unleis*<h^y h^d arketi 
from his apparent hostility to a young g^entlemail^ 
whom I. was then assisting in his education ; for 
which apflarent hostility I could in no manner ac* 
count. TVIr. Stone then- observed, f* they did every 
thing in their power to get you silenced ; but ad 
they could not succeed in^hat, they would consent 
to nothing short of the sting contained in the re^ 
salt of the council. To this, therefore, we were 
obliged to yield, as they would not on any consider-: 
SLtion, descend any farther. I could not remain qui* 
et aiiy longer," siaid Mr. Stone, «^ without doMmu- 
nicating to you their liostilUyy and causing you td 
know they were yo<r en&mieSy that you might b^ 
on your watch and guard respecting them." Suek 
was the faithfulness of Mr. Stone 46 me on this dc» 
evasion ; and his apparent feeling and frankness- oil 
the subj-jcf, clearly implied, that he deemed }t Im- 
portant that I should possess this information fot 
Tny own safety. I presume he .will still acknolir*' 
ledge, as he has^ jjefore done, the facts on this sub^ 
ject, and that this is a faithful narrative. 

The connexion having been dissolved betweetl 
Ij^yself atid the church and society of EllsWoHfa^ 
as they had made no arrangement td supply the 
desk, and being unwilling to have them remain de^ 
titirte of a preached gospel, I went forward and sup^ 
plied them on the following Sabbath. They imme- 
diately proposed to hire uie, by the. six months oil: 
year, and to continue their nominal salary as befoi^. 
To this I objected, for the same reasons for which 
I had asked for a dismission. I informed then^, I 
was Anxious they should speedily obttun a resettle- 
ment of the gospel ministry among them, and I 
Would cheerfully unite with them in the accomplish- 
itient and maintenance of this important object. AH 
no efforts were made to obtain any candidate^ nh 
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though I frequently urged it, I coDtioued to npjpljr 
(hem gratiiitouilj for nearly five months. Finauig 
they woiild proenre no other supply, in the month 
jof April following, 1 engaged one myself, yis, Mn 
Orange Lyman, with whom for some tune I had 
'formed a personal acquaintance, and whom I had 
selected as a suitable person to take the pastoral 
charge erf* that church and people. He began his 
supply Ae last Sabbath in April. His perfon»> 
ances were yery acceptable to the congregation. I 
felt it to be my duty, to procure his settlement, if 
]M>ssible, immediately, as he had pressing applies^ 
-tions in some other places, by which we were liable 
to be deprived of him ; and because delays, in ob- 
taining a settlement, are usually attended with in^ 
creasing obstacles in a parish. 

I>uring this time, the society's committee had 
come to an examination of .their accounts with me, 
and found a balance in my favour, of several hun- 
dred dollars, with a probable deficiency for wood, 
for six or seven years. This appeared to excite an 
alarm, lest they should be unable to cancel my 
claim, and still furnish an immediate iwpply for the 
desk. To remove these apprehensions, and encoUr^ 
age them to press forward without delay, to obtain 
a settlement of the gospel ministry, I relinquished 
atmost the whole of my demand. I was well aware, 
at that time, that without great and persevering el^ 
forts, on my part, nothing could be effected. I ac- 
cordingly requested a meeting of the members of the 
society, on a given day, for the purpose of entering 
into some measures, which might accomplish the 
object so necessary to us. I had projected the 
plan of raising an additional fund of 2500 dollars, 
to be vested in bank, the interest of which, togeth* 
er with the interest of the old fund, could that also 
be vested in bank, would probably afford a comfort- 
able support for a clergyman ; and which, if effect- 
ed, would be calculated to render the society equal- 
ly permanent with the permanence of its funds r At 
4^ 
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the proposed meeting, I made Imown my plan, 
whicn met with approbation generally ; but two or 
three influential men did not appear to give it muck 
countenance, and pronouHcea it impracticable. I 
liad prepared an instrument for subscription, foi: the 
purpose of raising the proposed fund, in which it 
was c<^ditioBed, if the amount was not subscribed 
within two weeks, the ^lubscribers would not be* 
come holden ; but if filled within that time, th^ 
subscribers were to ^be holden for their reEqpectiy^ 
sums. It devolved on myself almost exclusively^ 
to prbcure the subscribers; anil the two weeks 
were faithfully devoted by me to its accomplish-- 
ment. As an eccouragement to stimulate to greati- 
€F liberality, I induced several to subscribe liberal- 
ly, who would not otherwise have subscribed at all,^ 
hy assuring them that I^would advsoice the half, or 
whde ot their subscriptions, as I particularly stipu- 
lated with them, and which I afterwards fulfilled. 
Thus, by unwearied exertions, asd subscribing my- 
self between four and five hundred ^dollars, the a- 
mount was ob tuned in due time* 

Very shortly after, the church and society unit- 
ed in giving Mr. Lyman a call to settle among them, 
apd he-^as accordingly ordained in the month of 
August, 18J3» In the accomplishment of these 
objects, and it will readily be acknowledged they 
were attributed wholly to my efibrts, it appeared 
that I had incurred the displeasure of those indi- 
viduals, who bad not discovered a lively interest in 
the establishment of the new fund ; and their dis~ 
pleasure has been severe. But this was trifling in 
comparison with the importance of the objects 
sought to be obtained, viz. — the building up of the 
society, and its establishment on a permanent basis* 
Thu» the expenses, which accrued to me for the 
benefit of the society, within the first year after obr 
taintog my dismission, as nearly as I could then es- 
tin\ate, amounted to about 900 dollars. I have 
been more explicit in giving these particulars, on 
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account of the bearings they mty lutte in Ae le- 

quel. 

Immediatelj sobsequent to my dismissiolky I en- 
deavoured to devise a plan which would be the most 
miccessfuJ, in liberating me from Ibe cares and bur* 
d€ns of mj school, without a total sacrifice of all the 
many thousands of dollars which I had already ad* 
vahced for its accommodation ; and by extricating 
myself from which, I felt that I should be enabled 
shortly to become disengaged from my other seen* 
lar concerns, and thus speedily resettle in the minis- 
try. As the school had already become very «• 
tensive, and I trust no pne would then have caUed 
it arrogance to say, very celebrated; it appeared 
to me to be suitable and proper, to have every con* 
venience made for a permanent establishment. I 
therefore adopted the following plan : As the legist 
lature of the state claimed to be the patrons of 
science, I proposed to make application to them for 
assistance, in order to enlarge the accommodations, 
and also for some remuneration for my past ex* 
penses, and I would cheerfully place the whole 
establishment at the disposal and direction of the 
state. C(0uld this object be accomplished, it was 
my intention then to withdraw from the charge of 
the institution, and have the state appoint some able 
successor to manage its concerns, and thus continue 
the usefulness of the school. 

Accordingly I applied to the legislature, in the 
May session of 1813, and conversed, relative to my 
eonteraplated plan, with many members of both 
houses, with wnom I had a personal acquaintance, 
and who had known the efforts which I had made 
for my estaUishment, and its success. The very 
uniform reply made to me was, ^' that of all men, I 
ought to receive assistance, as probably no ten men 
in the state had ever done as much for a literary 
institution. They informed me, the expenses of 
the state were then greatly enhanced, by reason of 
the war in which the nation was engaged; but as 
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sdott US their extra expenses sfiould cease^ the j had 
ho doubt the contemplated aid would be afforded/' 
Indeed^ numbers entertained the idea that it would 
even then be granted* In consideration of these 
encouragements, I presented a petition before the 
legislature, at that session, for assistance.^ Mj re- 
quest was not granted, professedly for the reasons 
idreadjr assigned, Ti2. the increased expenses of the 
state. Tet it was the opinion of individuab. gene- 
rally, so far as I had opportunities to converse, that 
undoubtedly the state would grant me ten thousand 
dollars, so soon as their expenses should be. re- 
trenched. With this encouragement, I proceeded 
to erect a boarding-house, also to enlarge my own 
dwelling and the school^building, which produced 
an additional expense of about six 'thousand dollars. 
These, with my former expenses, mad% in the ag- 
gregate about fourteen thousand dollars. In the 
May session of 1B14, I made application to the ge- 
neral assembly, with a view to obtain assistance ; 
but it was deferred for the reasons already mention- 
ed; also the same was attempted in the October 
session following. The encouragement was stilt 
holden out, that as soon as the war should cease, no 
doubt I might safely calculate on a remyneration, of 
at least ten thousand dollars. 

In connexion with these expenses, it may not be 
improper to mention, bb intimately uniting the links 
of the chain, that not a few youths shared largely 
in my liberality, in relation to their education. I 
recollect of no period, after a year or eighteen 
months from the commencement of my school, in 
which there was not from one to four or five, either 
indigent, or indigent and pious youths, who were^ 
continually sharing, more or less, in my liberality* 
Seme received gratuitously their tuition only > 
more, their board and tuition : others, books, cloth- 
ing, and some other necessaries. Nor were bene« 
factions bestowed on them merely while they were 
at^my school. Several were aided, more or less, 



f bf 0agh tii«ir cdkgMe litudieB. I luiTe b6 helite- 
ikm in Msertiflgy an my foU belkf» th&t bad lli^ipt 
regular efaatge^ of way variouB-atts of charity, ihm 
beetowad, durii% my resideiite in Eliawortb sDcie- 
^y fbe^uQoimt would Imre e^pialkd^ if not Mce«dr 
ed, five tfaon/ftand dollaia. 

It ifi^ fntAeniiore, well kao^o, that my beM&c- 
tionsr were not confoed to the difiinrent clasaee at 
ready eoumeisaled* To .the needy, the dieatitiile» 
sind the afflicted, I hare aerer made the inconsolar 
ble tender to their solicitatipoa, ** be ye warmed 
and be ye clothed*^' I have erer deemed it a jfii' 
irilegO' to impart, to their comfort and neceaaittea^ a 
portion of what a merciful Pfovidence waa pleauad 
%0r afford me. 

In respeet to the alliance rendered to thoae in 
trouble, by helpiiae them to aiuna of money, together 
with eWdoraementfii and auretiea, of which I have bo- 
lore gi^en aome aiceounf^ my tax haa beet ^^H^ 
ample. From as accumta* an eatiaukte aa I have 
been able to make, respectiag tfaeae particalar con- 
cerns, I have been compelled to advance, at a total 
sacrifice, about sixteen thonaand doUara* Thn 
fere'going sfatemeat of my charities woi^ld not hava 
been inserted, had- they not been made the occarion 
at abusive treatment, which I have received from 
those who have soaght my injury. 

In the autumn of 1814, commenced a scarcity of 
eirculatiag medium. Until that period, I had neTor 
plead. disappoiolment, as a tender, in payment of 
any claim agaimrt me ; but the creditor waa sure of 
strictly prompt remittances. Nor was the instance 
but seldom found, in which the same procedure was 
not adopted) where I had become surety forj^therab 
frequently have I been compelled to advance, as 
eAdortor^ sums of money, even to thoosanda of dot 
lars, on the short notice of a few hoars. As the 
scarcity, of money increased, I found it extremely 
difflcuft to meet the demmids against myself, and 
supply for the delinqueocief of those for whom I 
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had underwritten. Yet these were accomt>Iblied 
to a considerable elxtent for a time. Aware tbat 
difficulties would soon await us, in this situaliofly 
and two, for whom I had extensively endorsed, be* 
ing called upon in an uiifdeasant manner, I endea- 
voured to negociate a suspension of payments, for a 
given period of time, not only for myself, but all for 
whom I had underwritten. While attempting to 
accomplish this object, in hopes that all might yet 
sail through the tempest, the neglect of one indi- 
vidual, to fulfil his engagement, to attend to a nego- 
elation at one place, while I had successfully attend- 
ed to all the others, left the gate open for the 
flood to burst in upon us. This individual was al- 
ready in difficulty, and this gross neglect rendered 
unavoidable the ruin which ensued. And now the 
fatal die was cast. This event took place about 
the middle of December, 1814.. To struggle longer 
was unavailing. Xiike a sudden torrent^ sweeping 
all before it, the attack was made. 

The disbursem^its t^hichl had already advanc- 
ed for endorsements, school, society, and charities^ 
were indeed very great. Tet, from as accurate -an 
estimate as I could make, at the time of failure, of 
the property of which I was then possessed, as it 
cost me, it appeared that I had enough to cancel all 
demands against me, and leave a net balance in my 
favour of about eight thousand dollars. But in the 
■ettlement of claims, by coertimi, property bears 
litjtle or no proportion to its .value. And my anti- 
cipations of legislative aid, could now no longer be 
indulged. Although a national peace was settled 
the following month, yet it has never produced one 
cent of remuneration : and I am sorry to add, that 
that protection which the.laws have secured to ma- 
ny others, who have never been distinguished on * 
the list of public beneficence, has been withheld 
from myself. 

When I found the storm on a sudden about to 
burst upon me, having beea one of the fundjcwunit- 



I6e for two jemtj it was my firat object to tecma 
the fotKls of the society. , Asl had mid the pre* 
t^ediag year more than three hundred- doUari on mjr 
Is^te ftind snbflTcription, 1 entertained the idea that 
there was bat one hundred remaining^ having no 
papers by me to which to resort. To secure this 
vpdi, therefore, with several small fund colieetioiis 
tiien in my hands, embracing every thing within my 
recollection, I speedily- made out a mortgMe and 
forwarded it, without delay, for record. Sborth^ 
after, anotiier of the fund committee called upon 
me^ when I informed him of what I had done* I 
enumerated tohim the partiqahir sums comprehend- 
ed in the mortgage* . He, not having the papers 
with him, supposed I had exceeded tho'smount ne* 
c^ssoury to secure. Afterwards, when recurring to 
the fund sAbscription, instead of one hundred dot 
larS} as we had supposed, an hundred and fifty 
were due on my. subscription. Thus there was a 
.balance, in favour of the fund, not secured by raort- 
gs^, of between forty and fifty dollars, for which I 
gave a note. The last mortgage given did not dif- 
fer greatly from two hundred and fifty dollars* This 
I put upon a piece of meadow land, of about three 
and a half acres, on which was a barn lately built, 
of more than fifty feet in length, uid well finished, 
and also a carriage house. The land itself was then 
^timated at one hundred dollars* by the acre. 
This property afterwards became the society's, in 
consideration of the above mortgage and note, 
which probably afforded them- a net profit, of at 
least fifty per cent^ on the claims. ' 

I hav9 been more particular in giving this state- 
ment, in consequence of exertions made to propa- 
gate the story, that I had. obtained and squandered 
&e funds of the society, by which means they were 
Ukely to be ruined* Indeed, this declaration was 
made in my presence, by a clergyman, not, per- 
haps; the moat friendly, as has since, been apparent, 
within a few months liter, and represented in a very 
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tmfavdupiiUle ti{^. TTUs k tfaeicmlj'Daftti. of i^iM^ 
I iiav'e kitty knowfedge, irkere focoitipo could \^ 
WMk^tiffundBi in 1117 hands. Hence the depriv^r 
lioii wtti <iiat>im Ae ptrt of tih^ adotety , but my o«pt 

Sodb it the natnee af naa, and.auch. aia the ^ 
vimis vewards of esiceBMire beneTbleiica. Hoir 
Mia it ia, <^ (that pmeperify gains /rtttMU» i)u^ ^ 
l(iBr«<ij/ if^iftan;^ And tfaeae tciala ace, »Oi dQ»bb 
nitan proporlioBed tor<the estmt of .uinnerited :i^ 
lr<Nit«>boiiferred. Sueh iit the dispo^itioD.of maH* 
Aal: in murn for undeserved fiBtvoursiDaitdfeirejCl* m 
nine ^mtaneea oiit «f >teii, he waU vacyieatioimbtjr 
leiad bis benefactor ^laith vile ingratitinlG. 

Here it may be necassai^ ta:revert lo a eirelimv 
atMice, from which 4iav>e proceeded efiacts^.saiigular 
tmd unaccoimtaUe. in the month ^(Jmamry^ 
f 8 to, a young gentleaaaD bif tht^ name ^ Bando^Ai 
Stooe^'then to me Bitentire stranger, riiade ^fepjaoat 
Hon for admissioii inl^aij scfaaoi. lie presenledi 
memth a letter from an a<:4|t]aiirtaDce, atatiDg fA 
citeainstano^s. He^^ms an orpliaB» who liad;cee)^t« 
}y becoiBe bopeCnUy pioBS« Aeiag witfaimt foada 
MinaeIf)OrrelatiTes>who wefe^ja a flitaatioD.to mn* 
der him assistance, ihia object was to. obtain an opr 
/ portunitj df attending m^ school aahort time, wim* 
ent advancing bat Uttle, 'tf any, peconiatiy compenn 
sation. After soaie conversation wifli hun^trelative 
to his circumstances, and his -views and exercises^ 
I agreed to^ receive him for a time, and mslce him » 
pmileged student. He accordin^y «nterfid way 
sehool ; and having gdfned sa;tisfactJon of his pietjr 
and talents, and being induced 'to. believe he wouU 
be uaefut in the ministry, should his life aq^iieaith 
be continued, I was deskous he sjundd receive .b 
classical education. Of course, I continued him in 
my school until the December following, when 1 
made application to the North Consociation of 
Litchfield county, whirii had for asb>rt lime been 
formed into ^ charitable society, for the purpose ^ 
aiding pious indigent y^ng men in tiieh^ edueaiioii 
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for the gospel minisirfy io receive him under thei^ 
patronage. The board of trustees who were daly 
aathorised hy the constitntion, received him under 
their care* and direction, and afforded him some as- 
sistance. They also gave him to understand, that 
he might expect reasonable assistance from them^ 
during the period of his collegiate studies^ and gave 
him directions in relation to his procedure in his 
studies. At the annual meeting of the society, in 
September following, I received the appointment 
of one of the board of trustees, doubtless in refer- 
ence to the care of this recipient, although I still 
continued to defray some portion of his expenses. 
When the board of trustees were together, the sue* 
ceeding spring, it was agreed, and given to me in 
charge, i£ en examination, at the approiaching com* 
mencement, I should find Mr. Stone was qualified 
to unite with the sophomore class of Tale college, 
that I should present him for admission. This I 
accordingly did, and he was received. It became 
necessary, in order to his membership in college, 
that bonds should foe entered for the payment of his 
quarter bills. As he had no relatives who were 
willing io grant him this favour, in view of the assu- 
rances made him from the charitable society, I en- 
tered my own bonds, not as a trustee, but an indi- 
vidual. 

At the next meeting of the society, immediately 
succeeding his admission into college, viz. Septem- 
ber, 1812, I reported to the society what I had 
done in compliance with the directions of the trus- 
tees, and also of the entry of my bonds. It was 
soon observed, by ^ne of the members present, 
that " if I bad given my own bonds to secure the 
payment of Mr. Stone's expenses, he was sufficient- 
ly provided for, and they need not advance any 
more funds." I at first supposed the remark mere- 
ly romantic, and treated it as such ; but the result 
proved it to be in earnest. In appointing trustees 
for the coming. year, I was liberated from the bur- 
5 



Jen« HIsM Bt ^tkce in^ated, tihrt I wkb to hwe 
no <)ontFoliag iii&MiBce over /tjbetr funds, to ftppljr 
to the relief cf my boad^ ^ea. I kad already m* 
certaiAed tbe aiBoimt of Us arrewsage kM^ ttie por** 
^k« of which it involved on luia, vr them, io ipajr* 
I proposed t^ Ihe fiocietT, if they would advance 
fiiads to meet tfajs deflnao4» letgether witii a soudl 
«un 4o iHrnish his room io cdttege ^ttfa niecessarjr 
artides of «8Q, I woiild defraj the residue of hta 
exjpeoeefi the isoinaig year;. This vas not ^rwtedL 
They, however^ apprst^riated ooe half of die fro- 
posed a^m, which was kisiifficient to awet the ar^ 
rears^ cjalms ; and thus he reasatned 4efiiitiito ^ 
ewevL ^m farihtng of their aid in college. 

I soon perceived there iras amopg themareport^ 
iajudotts to the character of that young man, caktu^ 
lated to destroy the reputation of an amiable and 
excellent youth, whose piety and correct deport* 
uent had heen fully manifest. This appeared to 
havo h^en propi^tod, or advocated, by Mr. Haf^* 
V!ey. I was enabled, on the spot, to repel the mis^ 
ehief, by stating to the society the (irigin and falsity 
of ti^ report, and referring theia to ample testiiao* 
ny in proof of what I had advanced^ I was shock* 
ed at such a procedure, directly calculated to de^ 
atroy or mar the reputation of one, whose piety and 
correct deportment were his only recommendations, 
and which had been amiably maintained. 

As ^o assistance had been rendered by tbe socie'- 
ty, .to meet amy futuiHs demand, nor, indeed, snffi* 
cient to satisfy ibe old claims, it became necessary 
for me to furnish funds to defray every charge* 
This I accomplished. As it was inconvenient forme 
to. attend at tbe next annual meeting, in September, 
J ft 13, 1 requested the Rev. Mr. Lyman to ask the 
«€HHety to afibrd some assistance for Mr« Stone, as 
i had defrayed all his expenses tbe preceding year,. 
As I afterwards understood Mr. Lyman, he made 
the Application, agreeably to my request, and Mr. 
iKIarvey immedlatejy oppoaed it. Mr. Lyman rcr 
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plied to Mr» Harrey^s^ remonatimeefl, agaiB and 
a|aii9y but to no^eflfeet. Mr. H. stated to the to- 
ciety tfaiog9 greatly prejudicial to the character and 
deportment 6t Mr. Steiiey and asaured the society, 
that he felt authorised to make this statement to 
thom, as he had received rt from one of the faculty 
of ¥ale college the preceding term ; and it was due 
to them to hare Ais information, that they might no 
longer bestow their fends on an unworthy object ; 
and that in consequeitce of this statement, a motion 
was immediately introduced before the society, by 
Deacon Tanner^ of Warren^ having previously cal- 
culated on the precise amount which Mr. Stone had 
received from^themf, that no person should receive 
appropriations from the board of trustees, over this 
specinc amount^ withooia special resolve of the so^ 
cioty- 

At this information I was amazed ! Not long 
after, I was at the Rev. Mr. Starr's^ and made in- 
quiry of him relative to this transaction. I derived 
frosa him &e some idea, as i had from Mr. Lyman. 
In November following, I was at New-Haven, and 
catle^ on the tutor o(Mt. Stone's class, and inform- 
ed bteft, I had beard an unfaVourable account of Mr.r 
Btone. The tutor, not knowing the relation in 
which I stood tohim, as benefactor^ as he afterwards^ 
inlbsmed me, assured me that the information was 
eiftirely unfounded.; and proceeded, without delay, 
to speak more iu commendation of Mr. Stone, than 
I bad ever before heard any of thefacalty speak 
of a member of college. I inquired of him, whe-* 
tfaer be would be willing to put it in writing ; to 
which he cordially assented, as a just tribute, io re- 
pel so gross an attack. He accordingly drew up a 
certiicate, and signed it ; after whicbr it was pre- 
sented to the President, and the rest of the faculty, 
who as cheerfully subscribed to th^ same. It is 
evident, from examining the triennial college cata- 
logue, that thei^e had not been even in a single in- 
stance ^my ehiElnge in the college officers since the 
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preceding quarter, when, according to Mr. H's de- 
duration, he had receiTed the aforementioned ii^- 
formation from one of their number. I subjoin the ^ 
certificate to which the faculty subscribed. 

« Yah College, Nov.SOthy 1813. 
<< These maj certify, that Randolph Stone, of the 
^^ Junior Class, has sustained, while here, an irre- 
^^ proachable mor^ character, and has uniformly 
'^ behaved with propriety towards the faculty of 
f this College. 

" Matthkw R^ Button, Tutor J^ 

^^ The above representation is, in my opinioHj^ 
correct. 

"T. DwioHT, Prestdcnf. 
"Aratius B. Hull, 

" Sam'l. I. HiTCHCOCKj 

"John Lanodoit^ 

<<J08IAH W. GiBBS, 

"4^HAUNCjiy A. GoonHic«.'' 

On my return from New-Haven, it so happened, 
that I rode several miles in company with Deacon 
Tanner. I inquired of him respecting the repre- 
sentation of Mr. H. before the charitable society, 
at their late meeting. He related to me Mr. U's 
statement, which appeared to me to comport entire- 
ly with the accounts jgiven by the Rev. Messrs. 
Starr and Lyman. Deacon Tanner added, that in 
consequence of Mr. H's statement, he felt that they 
were bestowing charity on an unworthy object, and 
made the motion himself for the purpose of cutting 
off farther supplies. I then exhibited to him the 
. above certificate, on the reading pf which, he ap- 

E eared astonished ! and if my memory serves me, 
e remarked, he cou|d not have indulged such an 
idea of Mr. H. I observed, I did not hear Mr. H'a 
. statement, but if I had received correct informa- 
tion respecting it, the proceeding was unaccounta^ 
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Ue. I added, for jhim tp picioge m^ iato grea 
pecuniary ei;tibarrasiiD3ei»l, by h^vmt pccfi^ioD^d a . 
/delkiq^iency ob tbe part of tb^ 8M>ciety, I. eooeidef- 
ed %Q be far the leaat Qvii wbich bad reftnlted from 
fa«8 efforts* Indei^d) I could not «»t^m U ^uy <biiig 
in cooiparisoQ ii^itb Uhi ^erf«p^ it^^ r^BputaUou of 
1ft yoaog ipian, who aufttaiaed w$ iiTeproa<^babIe chfL< 
racter, which was all hiis depdudance* Peacoa 
Tanuerrepiiady ti^t mck^n attempt, j^ pr^umedi 
I 9bouId not s^er topae^ unnoiticeiL 

The Rev. Mr* Starr ahK) read the. certificate. |f 
I have not strangely forgotten, the remarks of Mr* 
Starr were similar to those of his late delegate, 
Deacon Tan^er^ Mr. Starr subjoined, thai; be 
hoped tbe subject would be fairly adjusted by Mr. 
H.. Without the necessity of procee(iii|g to public 
loe^ures. 

What couid have induced Mr. H. in these cases 
to hav^ adopted the measio^s he bad pursoed 
agaiii$t Mr^ ^tone^ is be^t known io himself. Yet 
, toany people entertained the impression, that he in- 
dttlged the expectation, if Mr. Stone could be re* 
«iovedfrom the patronage of tbe charitable socie^^ 
he should be enabled to introduce a young man frop 
faia owi» parish, to fill the vacaacy.and jreceivethe 
privilegesCi 

It Kraai, I believe, in February following, that I 
first saw Mr. H. after this transactbn. I too4c an 
opportuniity to converse with him akwie >n the sub- 
ject; but coi»ldnot obtain the least satisfaction. Tfc 
justified bis proceeding, by saying that be had re* 
ceived bis information fro^i one of the faculty of 
Yale College the preceding summer. I thenSn- 
fonned fakn, I had lately obtained a certificate from, 
the faculty, none of whom .had been changed from 
the .899ime^ term, which appeared to give an entire- 
Jy different coqaplexion to the subject. I believe 
Mr. H. will yet acknowledge that, at receiving this 
information, a tremor shook bis frame, and paiei^ss 
brooded upon his countenance. He however still 
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persisted that he had done right. I finalfjr.gave 
niin to understand, that he. had not afforded me anjf 
satisfaction, on the subject ; but, on the contrary, 
had strengthened my dissatisfaction. He mighf, 
therefore, consider that interview as the first step 
towards a refgular investigation of the subject, agree- 
ably to the rules of the gospel, contained in the 
18th chapter of Matthew* 

It was so ordered in Providence, as Mr. H, lived 
at the distance of about fourteen miles, that I 
had no opportunity of seeing him, when accompa- 
nied by one or two brethren in the ministry^ until 
more than one year had elapsed from the first inter- 
view. Nor had he, during this time, made the 
least effort to render me satisfaction. In the mean 
time my failure had taken place. And how very 
common is the impression, when a person is strip- 
ped of his property, let it have proceeded from 
whatever cause, that a destitution of character is 
fiecessiarily attached. This I conceive to be dis^ 
tinguisfaingly the case in Connecticut. Hence ihm^ 
evidence is seemingly derived, ihhi property^ rather 
than virtue^ in the view of mankind extensively, is 
what gives wefght and stability to character. 

In April, 1815, 1 received information of an ex- 
tra ministers' meeting, only the day before, at the 
house of the Rev. Peter 'Starr, in Warren. 1 wa» 
informed, that only three ministers had given their 
attendance from abroad, viz. Rev. Messrs. Timo^ 
thy Stone, of Cornwall, JoscTph Harvey, of 6oBhen» 
and Asa Blair, of Kent. One of the number ^oon 
after, viz. Rev. Mr*. Stone, gave me the following 
information, as I understood him : that some weeks 
previous to their late meeting, Mr. Harvey had 
requested him to desire (he Rev. Mr. Starr to com- 
mence a deal with me. He very soon communica- 
ted the request, and received an answer from Mr. 
Starr, that he had no grievance with me whatever^i 
but was entirely satisfied himself% 
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Not long after, Mr. Harrey called on hkn, Mr« 
Stone, and requested that he would accompany 
Mr. Haryej to Warren, where- he expected to meet 
Mr. Blair, at Parson Starr's ;^ the object of which 
meeting was^^to prevail on Mr. Starr, to commence 
a deal with me. He accompanied Mr. Harvey, 
and on his arrival found Mr. Blair, as was expect- 
ed. They then communicated to Mr* Starr, the 
object of their meeting. Mr. Starr informed them, 
he had no grievance with me, and should decline 
doing any thing about it. After considerable con- 
versation had passed, and some stories of a slandi^r- 
Otis nature were communicated, Mr. Starr finally 
consented to become agent in a prosecution. At 
the time of my receiving this information from Mr. 
Stone, it was ray impression, and it has ever since 
been my full belief, that Mr. Starr's yielding up 
his own judgment, and consenting to be an instru- 
ment fn the hands of those designing men, arose 
from the debility of an age which had exceeded the 
limits of three score and ten, and that he would 
have acted differently in his better days. 

It would se«m, that the venerable Mr. Starr, be- 
ing a man of long established character, and experi- 
ence in the ministry, would give greater weight to 
a prosecution, than one in younger life, and who 
had but just entered upon the ministry. 

In compliance with his engagement, the Rev. Mr* 
Starr called upon me, on the 23d day of May, 1815, 
in order to take the first step, in a course of discir 
piine. Well aware of the oDJect of his visit, from 
information already obtained, I invited him into my 
study, to afibrd him a convenient opportunity of 
communicating his business. After sitting for 
some time, as if reluctant to 6nter on the duty of 
his mission, I introduced it myself, by informing 
him, I was apprised of the object of his visit, al- 
though I was;ignorant of what were to be his allega- 
tions ; that I bad the fullest confidence in the recti- 
tude of hiiMntentions ; and should not receive it 
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lUilEUMUf from himV if Bsy one mu9t engage in iu 
thmtbe hud entered upoi^ this coaeero; and r^* 

Jiaetiled, thereforei that he woul4 proceed, without 
nriher dekj* (o commeace hit labours. 
Mr. Stanr began, hy observing he had a griey- 
jHioe whh JHEie, as I had not extricated myself from 
the cares of the world, in which I was entangjbdi »t 
the time 0/ jay dismission^ and devoted mys^ 
whoUy io the ministry, as they had expected ; and 
Jlence he attedged that there was a breach of pro- 
mise. I entered into a lengthy detail of cir^um^ 
stances with Mr. Starr, in relatiiHi to the cauBea, 
which had thus, nnei^ectedly and unavoidably 
ibrou^t this train of cares upon me« I obs^erved, 
he was conscious, that no person coiild attribute 
avaricious mothres 4o me, but on the contrary, eX' 
cessive benevdence^ I remarked to hira, that he 
well knew, my wlM>le efforts, for several years, had 
been directed to pid>Iic, and individual good ; that 
if I ever had any distinguishing object of ambition, 
it was, that I might be under circumstances, in 
which I might be enabled, to be cmtbually educft- 
ting a number of indigent pious young men gratui- 
tously, for the mmistry. Mr. Starr acknowledged, 
that my labours had been inde&tigable, probdt^ly 
more than almbst any other three men would have 
been able to perform. In respect to my ministerial 
labours, he would cheerfully allow, that previous 
to engaging in my school, I had pyobably preached 
«oore than any other minister in the association, in 
ike same period of time, and that he had often cau-^ 
lioned me to desist, lest I should destroy my 
liealth ; also, since I had a school, that my ldbouri( 
would undoubtedly equal those of any other 
preacher in the vicinity. In respect to my school^ 
that it had succeded, beyond that of any other in 
the state, the college excepted. Mr; Starr readi- 
ly granted, that my charities in educating pious, in* 
digent young men, in all pr€S>ability, had equalled, 
if not exceeded those ftt the charitaUe society^ 
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That instead of being supported by a parish^ it 
would rather seem that / had supported a parishf 
and that they were^ almost exclusively indebted to 
me for their privileges ; and that my liberalities, in 
other respects, probably far exceeded those of any 
other individual in the county, or state. ^ After he 
had cheerfully acknowledged all these, and even 
many more things, I inquired of him, what better 
method, I could have devised, than that which I 
had adopted, to become disengaged from worldly 
concerns. I reminded him, that he would well re- 
collect himself, and every other member of the con* 
sociation, who was present at my dismisssion would 
well remember, that there was no time limited by 
them, in which I was to accomplish my liberation ; 
of course, there could be no propriety in suggesting 
the idea of any breach of promise, as none had been 
either made, or implied ; that under these circum« 
stances, I thought it very extraordinary, that spch 
a grievance should be ailedged. 

Mr. Starr then proceeded to state a second griev- 
ance,Jn relation to a concern with John Tallmadge^ 
Esq. I gave him a full statement on the subject, 
and referred him to Mr. Tallmadge himself, to con* 
firm my own stateinent ; and t^at this grievance 
wa^s consequently without any foundation. 

Mr. Starr then ailedged a third grievance, pur* 
porting to relate to a concern with Gen. Thomson. 
I assured him, it was entirely new to me, that I 
knew not whence it arose) or to what it should al« 
lude. These composed his list of allegations. Mr. 
Starr did not inform me, whether he was satisfied 
or not with my replications, nor did he mention to 
me, that this was to be. considered the first step, in 
order to an investigation. He ^thdrew, as I then 

* My apology for inserting the foregoing concessions of Mr. 
Starr is, that the reader may have a more clear apprehension 
of the real state of facts, and more readily discover the in* 
consistency of their ground of proeedure, together with t{ia 
apparent sources ofenvy* , 
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suppoMd, sft^fied himtelf, if others should not 
{igam iBBtigate him to proceed* 

Mr. Starr went immediatelj on to Mr. Perry's, 
in Sharon town, to attend, professedly, a monthly 
meeting | although as he did not belong to that cit cle, 
it would seem more probable, to report the result of 
htsinteryiew to his employers, most, if not all of 
whom attended. On the foilowii^ morabg, I re^ 
paired to the meeting* The particular eivilitie» of 
those, who had infloeoced Mr. Starr, to engage in 
bis late undertaking, were singularly conspicuous 
towards me. Thi» circumstance afforded reasoa^ 
able evidence that Mr. Starr was not to rest satis- 
fied. Consequently, at the close of the meeting, 
Mr. Starr called on me for another interview, ac- 
companied by the Rev. Messrs. Timothy Stone,, 
and Charle» Prentice^ I readily attended to the re- 
quest. Mr. Starr observed to me, that he should 
consider his conversation with me the preceding 
day, as the first step, in preparation for a public 
prosecution; 'and should now proceed to take the 
second. I replied, that he would |»«oceed.. 

His first grievance, he stated aa. before. I ob- 
served, that we had conversed largely,.the day be- 
fore, on the sub^ett* If he was not then satisfied, 
he would not now be, by repeating it. He would 
therefore proceed. He then exhibited the second 
clmrge, relative to Mr. Tallmadge*. I replied,^ I 
cdttld add no more, than I had already said, respect- 
ing it ;:a8 he had since bad no opportunity of con- 
versing with Mr. Tallmadge, for a ccmfirmation of 
iny assertions, it would be unavailing for me to re* 

Sat them. Hence he would plesrae to proceed, 
r. Starr replied, he had no more. I reminded 
him, there was a thfrd charge, the preceding day. 
He added, he did not consider that as a charge, and 
jShotild withdraw it, I gave him to understand, that 
it was a slanderous story, and I felt myself injured 
by such a report. I should, therefore, expect him 
to inform me whence he received it* He replied^ 
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^'ke AwU ne4 i$^m $m.'* I repeated, tiimt I 
Baneljr ou^t lo kaow who my danderers were, tint 
I uHght be eaabled io repel so vile eepersioM ; and 
oottld not di«bt bin williDgneafl, Io diacfaarge liki d«^ 
tjr >tovacda me, in g^riag Bie the aeoesaary Snforma- 
ti<ui. lie i^in replied, " he afcouM itef fm^omi 
me/- I rejainedy i thooght it extraerdiMurj, «d o« 
maral prlneq^les, I coasid^red him bound to iBform 
me. He replied the third time, with much mergjfy 
'^Jbe «botf{iI Mof ti^orm me/' I noticed appu^at 
diaeonteat, in one of the^peraons present, when I 
messed Ah» qaeation, and therefore deaiated. Mr. 
Starr then obserred, that he was through. I reeei^* 
ed no irformation from hiai, at this time, whether 
he was aatisfied, or not; nor did he use any effoilsi 
to my remembrance, to cenvimse me I was in fault ; 
nor did be atgnify to me that he shoilkl farther pur- 
ase the subject. Yet a person must, I conceire, 
be very short sighted, not to have clearly seen the 
object in view. My feelings, respecting so novel 
a procedure, can be more easily imagined, than de- 
scribed. 

I then requested of Ulessrs. Starr and Pren- 
tice, that they would accompany me, in td^ing the 
second step with Mr. Harvey. They hesitating- 
ly assented. I called on Mr. Harvey, who im- 
mediately came forward. The Rev. Mr- Stone al- 
so volunteered his attendance. After observing to 
Mr. Harvey, that I had taken the first step with 
him, more than one year before, as he/ would well 
remember, and he still had refused to render me any 
aatisfaction, I should then proceed to enter upon 
the second. Having laboured with him a long time, 
^o no effect, as he still justified his proceeding, 
and received oc<?asional strength from some of those 
who accompanied me, contrary to my former views 
of declarations made, I informed him, that no satis- 
faction was obtained from him. I should, therefore, 
consider if my duty, to file a complaint, and call 
bJoA before the association, for their inveatigation, 
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ftnd decision, Telative ta hiB proceediaga. He ob- 
served, if I have not greatly forgotten, I need not 
adopt this measure, with an expectation of prevent- 
ing him from acting on my trial ; for he would act, 
and vote. This established, what their whole con- 
duct, toword me, had obviously exhibited, that my 
prosecution was premeditated, and sure. I then 
replied, I suppose Mr. Harvey, you probably in- 
formed Mr. otarr of the Gen. Thomson story. 
There was almost ait instantaneous agitation, and 
fluttering, or, I was deceived. . Mr. Harvey, with 
much apparent hesitancy, began to reply, and stani- 
mered, — ^finally observed, " I do not know ; I be- 
lieve I did tell Mr. Starr, the story ; but I never 
heard of it, until Mr. Stone told it to me, in April, 
when we were going to Warren.*' Mr. Starr 
seemed rather to choke, or stammer, but soon said, 
he did not know, or remember who of them told 
him ; but he heard it menlioned, when they were 
at his house, in April. It appeared to be finally 
agreed, that Mr. Harvey told Mr. Starr ; but Mr* 
Harvey received it from Mr. Stone on the road to 
Warren. As the subject evidently gave much un- 
easiness, I forbore to pursue it. 
. I then requested the Rev. Messrs. Starr, and 
Prentice, to accompany me, in taking the second 
step with Mr. Perry. 

I had, for three or four years, been urged by one 
or more members of the church under his care, and 
others, to call him to an account for prevarications, 
or falsehoods. I had declined, as it was equally in- 
cumbent on them, to enter upon this discipline, and 
as I thought, far more so ; and also, as I was then 
a settled nainister in the same town. It was, how- 
ever, deferred. But, some time previous to oni 
then present meeting, I had recommenced the en- 
quiry with Mr. Perry ; and not having gained any 
satisfaction, I improved that opportunity of pursu- 
ing it. The second step was then taken, but it 
did not produce the least satisfaction* Mr. Perry, 
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in accordance with Mr. Harvey's late declaratknur^ 
if I mistake not, assured me, that it was needless to 
pursue these steps, as he would act and vote 
whenever ray trial should be attended. I thought 
it singular, that both of these ministers should 
make such declarations, when I had from necessity, 
as I conceived, commenced my inquiries long be- 
fore them ; and even before I had any knowledge 
or eicpectation that such a procedure could possi- 
bly be undertaken against me, or probably any pro- 
scription was contemplated. We then dispersed. 

As I was informed, either in the same or foltpw- 
ing day, which I do not recollect, by one who ac- 
companied these clergymen on their return — all be- 
ing on ^lorseback, Messrs. Starr, Stone, and Har- 
vey, rode side by side on the road — ^Mr. Starr said 
to Mr. Haryey, " I am sorry you told brother Par- 
ker about the Gen. Thomson story.'' Mr. Har- 
yey replied, ** I should not have owned it^ had I 
not supposed you had told him all about it." Mr* 
Starr said, << no, I had not ; I did not mean he 
should know it.'' Mr. Stone expressed his re* 
gret, that I should have received any information 
about it ; and finally those remarks were closed 
with this expression, if I do not mistake, by Mr« 
Starr, *< brother Parker is too cunning for us, and 
if we do not look out he will have us all down 
yet." If this declaration was true, it was very ex- 
pi^ssive ; and I think clearly indicated an expec- 
tation that. I should soon fall, unless I should dis- 
cover their eflforts in due time, in which case, pos- 
sibly, the evil might recoil upon them. Such were 
the ideas I received, gs nearly verbatim, as the 
strong impressions then made on my mind are still 
f etained. 

Soon after I saw the Rev. Mr. Stone, who had 
of late appeared to be very actively engaged, and 
conversed with him relative to his reporting the 
slanderous story respecting Gen. Thomson, with- 
out first coming to me to ascertain whether it was 
6 
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well founded. I informed him, I felt myself great- 
ly injured by his procedure, and that his conduct 
was in direct violation of the rules of the gospel. 
He justified his conduct, and affirmed that he was 
right; I replied, he would not thus preach to his 
church and people ; that the consequences in that 
case would be fatal both to him and them; and that 
his practice, surely, ought to accord with his pre- 
cepts. That in the present case, the injury sus- 
tained was, in every respect, far more aggravating 
than that of persons in private stations. To slan- 
der- a clergyman, was productive of immensely' 
more mischief in a community ; and to be slander- 
ed by a clergyman, was, in my opinion, equally 
heinous. But these reasons had no influence on 
Mr. Stone. He still averred, that he had done 
right. I assured him, it was by no meams satisfac- 
tory to me, either in principle or pra<rtice ; and 1 
must beg leave to refer the subject to the ai^socia- 
tion for a decision, unless he should accommpd^^te 
it in a proper manner ; and that be would necessa- 
rily consider that opportunity as the first step to- 
wards an investigation. 

About the first of June following, I received the 
copy of a complaint from the Rev. Mr. Starr, 
which contained only the first article of charge, and 
at the same time a notice to appear and answer to 
this complaint, on the second Tuesday of said 
June, before the north association of Litchfield 
county^ to be convened at Burlington, in the coun- 
ty of Hartford. 

The following letter from John Tallmadge, Esq. 
was received, if I rightly remember, on the day of 
its date ; and evidently written without the slight- 
est solicitation from any person, either directly or 
indirectly ; but prompted solely by a conviction of 
the importance of supporting truth and repelling 
slander. 
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" Warren, 8f/t Jutif, 1815. 
Kev, Daniel Parker, 

Dear Sir — Some time since, the Rev. Mr. Starr 
called on me to know if the prevailing report of 
the failure of our security, by means of a subse- 
quent deed from Mr. Parker, was true. I replied 
that it was. He replied, that it looked like fraud. 
I observed, that in whatever light the public might 
be disposed to view the transaction, yet, from con- 
versation with Mr. Parker, I had every reason to 
beheve, that it was done without the least intentioii 
jor design to injure or defraud us. Some time af- 
.ter, Mr. Starr informed me that he had conversed 
.with you on the subject, when I again repeated to 
him my full belief y that no fraud or evil was in- 
teiided by Mr. Parker, Mr. Starr observed, I do 
not believe we have any evidence of the fraud. 
Accept this, sir, as proceeding from that spirit of 
friendship with which I am, sincerely, yours. 
; ^ JOHN TALLx>IADGE.''^ 

It may be necessary to observe, that Mr. Start 
had already taken the first and second steps with 
me, on the charge of having practised IfV'aud upon 
Esquire Tallmadge, although he had emitted it in 
his complaint, of which I had already been served 
with a copy. As the writer of the preceding let- 
ter was a member of the church, under the pasto- 
ral care of Mr. Starr, also one of his nearest neigh- 
bours, and frequently a delegate from the church, 
and w^ho, of course, muskt have been sensibly ag- 
grieved, had the allegation the slighest foundation, 
the letter would seem sufficient, not only to repel 
every imputation of guilt on the part of the accu- 
sed, but strongly to implicate the accuser of at- 
tempting unchristian measures, to cast a blot upon 
innocence, by producing infamy, and perhaps a cen- 
sure, when the accuser had previously been assu- 
red that the charge was groundless, even by him 
whom he had alleged to have received the injury. 
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On ihe second Tuesday of June, I appeared be- 
fore the association at Burlington, and found the 
•omplaint already exhibited. I informed the asso- 
ciation I had not come prepared for trial, as two of 
mj important witnesses were out of the statej the 
one gone to New Connecticut, and would not return 
tintil September following ; the other confined on 
a bed of sickness, in the state of New- York ; and 
my other witnesses resided at the distance of 30 or 
40 mileft,^ which would render it difficult, and even 
impracticable, to attend at that time ; and as I had 
previously contemplated a^journey to the west- 
ward, within a few weeks, which could not be ac- 
complished until the middle of the ensuing Septem- 
ber, I should make the request, that the complaint 
be laid over for trial, to the next regular meetmg of 
the association, on the 4th Tuesday of September 
following. In the mean time my witnesses might 
probably return, and I should be enabled to per- 
form my intended tour ; whereas, should they ad- 
journ to an intermediate time, I should be deprived 
the important privilege of absent witnesses, and 
also be prevented from the performance of my 
journey. It was observed by the Rev. Jonathan 
Miller, at whose house we had assembled, that he 
considered my request to be perfectly reasonable ; 
that I ought to be indulged with the privilege of 
procuring my witnesses, andjthat, before these could 
be conveniently obtained, there would be sufficient 
time to accomplish my proposed journey. More- 
over, that he did not consider the complaint to 
iimount to any thing, or, that it Was of a very trivial 
nature. 

At this stage of the transaction we were called 
out to tea. While sitting at the table, Messrs. 
Hallock and Miller observed to me, again and 
again, that the association would surely grant my 
request, as on every principle it was perfectly rea- 
sonable ; and added, that fney did not consider the 
complaint to amount ta any thing. I was well 
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swsm they spake itrith tbeir wonted candour nd 
frankness, judging like rational men, from doc^* 
ments and circumstances before them, and in ac- 
cordance with common usages ; and thus it was ap- 
parent that they were not, as yet, influenced by 
any secret or combined efforts, if such had hereto- 
fore been exerted by any individuals. 

After tea, the session was immediately resumed; 
of course, my request would be the first business 
in order. Mr. Miller then made the motion, that 
my request should be granted, viz. to defer the tri- 
al until the September session, for the reasons 
which had already been suggested. The Rev. 
Samuel J. Mills Beconded this motion. At this 
instant, the Rev. Peter Starr arose and elbowed, 
I think, Mr. Miller, another Rev. clergyman did 
the same to Mr. Mills, and a third proceeded in 
the same manner with another member, all of 
whom immediately passed out at the door. As- 
tonishment seized me i It was,, indeed^ evening, but 
candles had been previously lighted up ! My feel- 
ings and surprize were indescribable ! I looked 
arorindyas if unarilling to belfeve my own senses! 
Thought I, has the benevolent gospel of the Prince 
of Peace taken its flight? I arose and addressed 
the venerable Mr. Hallock : '^ Mr. Moderator, I 
am here arraigned on a complaint. My own repu- 
tation, is as dear to me^ as that of others to them- 
selves. I ask for nothing more than an unbiassed 
and Christian examination of facts, and a decision 
correspondent with them. This I had expected 
from this venerable body. I had expected the can* 
dour and meekness of the gospel,. in a trial where 
the honour of religion, as well as private reputation^ 
were deeply concerned* I could not have indul- 
ged the belief, that eflorts so bold and unpreceden- 
ted, even before merely civil tribunals, would have 
been hazarded,, where undue influence must ne- 
cessarily be resorted to, as the only alternative to« 
ac$:Q{nplish nefarious designs. You have witness* 
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ed the singular traaBftctionSi and time must decide 
tbe consequences." 

Reader, judge of my yet greater astonishmenfi 
when these Rev. gentlemen returned to the room, 
after an absence, of perhaps three or four minutes, 
said the Rey. Mr. Miller, who had just made the 
motion to defer the trial, observed to the mo* 
derator, that on further reflection upon the sub- 
ject, he was induced to consider the charge to be 
of a very aggravating nature ; that it would be 
improper to defer the trial ; that he would with" 
dram the botion he had already made, and move 
that they proceed immediately to trial!! The 
Rev. Mr. Mills withdrew his seconding of the for* 
mer motion, and seconded the latter ! I remonstrar 
ted against it; and suggested the impossibility of 
proceeding to trial at^that tine, without witnesses, 
as it would be impossible to give the subject a can* 
did examination and come to the merits of the 
case ; and that important witnesses, necessary to be 
improved in the trial, had left the state foK the 
summer, previous to their commencing their prose- 
cution ; an inconvenience which I could not possi- 
bly have foreseen or prevented. I claimed only 
the privilege of defence. It was then strenuously 
ui^ed, that they should adjourn for only two weeks. 
This, I replied, would unavoidably deprive me of 
the opportunity of defence, which I cutimed io be 
my right and my duty. But it was still pressed. 
Thus hemmed in, by a seemingly incredible proce- 
dure, and having received credible information, 
that one of the active Rev. members present had 
made the declaration, precisely eight days before,. 
" that he would have me silenced in eight days,, 
and he had got a number of his brethren to join 
himy^* and that recent transactions must confirm 
this declaration, I consented to an adjournment of 
four we^ks ; and assured them I would suffer the 
inconvenience of absent witnesses, and the non-ac- 
complishmejit of my intended journey. But I 
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sfaould claim that tbe adjournment slioiild be to mj 
t)wn honse in IHIsi^oTth, and at my own expense, 
BB I deemed it reasonable that (he trial should be 
held, where it was alleged the crime was commit- 
fed ; and also the average of trave} would render 
that the only suitable place. This last part of the 
proposition was strenuously opposed, and, indeed, 
the first part was altercated. It was finally agreed 
the trial should be adjourned for four weeks ; but 
it was objected to meeting at my house, and assign* 
ed as the reason for the refusal, that if they should 
not condemn me, the world would say, I had over- 
loaded them with kindnesses, and thus had pur- 
chased a liberation from just censure. They final- 
ly reacAved to meet at the meeting-hoUse in Ells- 
-worth, on the llth of July, 1815, at 11 o'clock, A. 
M. and each member defray his own expenses. 

It was now about nine o'clock at night, and many 
dispersed for lodging to neighbouring houses. 
Early the next morning we reassembled at Mr. Mil- 
lerjB. Immediately after breakfast, the Rev. Mr* 
Starr requested a private conversation. I cheer- 
fully retired with him. It was at once apparent, 
that the whole of the preceding night had not, by 
all the members of the association, been wholly de- 
voted to repose. As the subject of commencing a 
prosecution had succeeded by the joint efforts of 
some individuals, or, in modern language, by cau- 
cuaing, it was obvious that the system was not yet 
wholly abandoned. Mr. Starr observed to me, 
that he should commence a new deal. I replied, 
he might adopt such measures as he judged suita- 
ble ; that I araed for nothing but the lieht of truth, 
allowing for the common frailties ot man. Mr. 
Starr then said, ** that^e had to accuse me, in the 
first place, of unfaithfulness in the ministry, both 
before and since my dismission from my church and 
people." I replied, that wlBts a very serious charge ; 
and it was obvious from the manner in which he 
hftd stated it^ no minister could stand before itt I 



remarked to tbui effect, thst it was needless for me 
to make anj reply, as neither he or any other per-* 
SOD, before, had ever suggested the idea of^unfaithr 
fulness in ministisrial labonri ; but,, ofk the contrary, 
he would welt remember that he had repeatedly 
cautioned me against being do laborious in the minis- 
try, lelt I should destroy my health and constitu- 
tion, by oTerexertions, and too frequent labours in 
the desk, and out of it: that to be faithful, in the 
sense which he evidently designed to communi* 
Cate, transcended the ability of any finite being ; 
that it must be clearly obvious he was not discharg- 
ing a duty suggested by himself. That I had in- 
deed the fullest confidence in the rectitude of his 
intentions ; but that an obvious advantage had been 
taken of his second childhood, and,. I presumed to 
say» that be would yet see and realize that his ef- 
forts would prove sources of future contrition. I 
th^D requested him to prcK^eed. He stated that he 
had another charge,, the substance of which was 
contained in the complaint already filed, viz,, a 
breach of promise, made at the tim^ of my dismis- 
jiion from my pastoral charge; that I engaged I 
would extricate myself from worldly cares, into 
which I had been drawn, within the period of eigh* 
teen months or two years> and would return to the 
ministry ; and that I had not fulfilled this engage- 
ment." I replied^ "Father Starr^ you were the 
Moderator of the Consociation at the time of my 
dismission. I ask you if such a promise was ever 
made by me,, or could possibly be inferred from 
what was observed at that time?" He remarked, 
^^uch is the charge that I have to Ahibit against 
you." But, I rejoined,, has the charge the shadow of 
foundation ? He would not assert it, but again re- 
plied, " such is the charge I have to exhibit." I 
observed, I am surprised that you prefer a charge, 
which neither yourself, nor any other member who 
composed the council, would presume to assert has 
fte shadow of truth ; and I cheerfully (tppeal tot 
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ydh to assert the fact. He again repeated,. ^^ mth 
is the charge." I replied, Mr. Starr, I distinctly 
recollect, and I presame it is still fresh in your 
own remembrance, that the question was put to me 
at the time of my dismission, how long it would 
probably take me to disengage myself from' those 
secular concerns in which I was ensnared, that I 
might be enabled to devote myself wholly to the 
ministry; whether I might not accomplish it in 
eighteen months, or two years ? My reply was, I 
cannot tell; I wish4t accomplished as soon as 
possible; and that I immediately consulted with 
those, on whose judgment I supposed I could place 
reliance, and adopted and pursued such measures 
as appeared to me the most likely to accomplish 
the aesired object. And I now ask you to say, 
whether any thing more was suggested or implied ^ 
He answered, << he should not say.^^ Mr. Starr 
now observed, he was through. To whom I re- 
plied, if you have no other charge, permit me to in- 
quire, whether you can justify your proceedings in 
relation to the Tallmadge charge, on which yoa 
proceeded to take a first and second step, and thus 
to publish a slanderous report ? His reply was, 
** he had done right,'' as Mr. Tallmadge had ex- 
pressed to him the grievance as he had alleged* 
I then took the letter of Mr. Tallmadge from my 
pocket and presented it to him, asking him if he 
knew the hand writing. He said it was Mr. Tall- 
madge's. I desired him to peruse it, which he 
readily attempted. Symptoms of uneasiness, pale- 
ness, and an evident tremor, were clearly visible at 
the perusal. I asked him how his charge was re- 
concilable with the contents of that letter, which 
was sent to me unsolicited by any being ; but must 
obviously have originated from a conviction of the 
injury he had wrongfully charged upon me, and had 
been written for the purpose of repelling so foul an 
aspersion ; that Mr. Tallmadge,'of all persons, must 
in that case necessarily have been the first to be ag: 
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grieved, had there been just ctuse of grievasce. 
But his declarations are the reverse, and those, it 
seems by the letter, he had declared to yourself, 
I assured him, I felt myself greatly injured by his 
procedure, and should only ask that he would heal 
the wound he had inflicted, by declaring to the as- 
Bociation what the letter purports, that the charge 
was without foundation. But no, said Mr. Starr, 
** he had done right," and should make no restitu- 
tion. I assured him thi^ would by no means heal 
the breach he had made, and J must,^ of course, beg 
leave to have the subject investigated. I would 
cheerfuUy submit it to a decision of the association* 
Should they pronounce it right,! I would acquiesce 
in it ; if not, I should expect he would obviate the 
slander, lie would therefore consider that the first 
«tep in the course of an investigation. 

Mr. Starr then inquired of me whether I was 
.willing he should proceed to the second s-tep with 
.me, on his new charges, within the space of fifteen 
minutes. To^ which I answered in the affirmativey^ 
and observed, I supposed he was willing I should 
do the same. To this he objected, stating that the 
time would be too short between the first and 
second steps. I reminded him, if it was proper for 
him, it would be equally so for me. He added, he 
4id not know ; he would refer it to the old minis- 
ters. I. assured him I would cheerfuUy refer the 
whole to the old ministers. Mr. Starr then pro- 
posed our return to the association, which was now 
in session, and so soon as there should be a little 
recess of business, he would invite out seme of the 
aged ministers for consultation* To this I readily 
assented. We immediately repaired to the session, 
and after sitting probably from two to three hours, 
there having been no recess in business, Mr. Starr 
beckoned to two others, with myself, to withdraw, 
which we did ; when, without any consultation, he 
proceeded to take the second step on his recent 
charges. This done, I requested the same gentle* 
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men to accompanj me, while I proceeded to tak^ 
the second step with good fether Starr; after which 
I requested the same to accompany me hi Ihe 
second step with the Rev. Timothy Stone, which* 
was all accomplished. Mr. Stone obserred, it was 
needless for me to pursue a course of discipline with 
him, (although it was for gross slander,) as he would 
act and vote at my approaching trial* I assured 
him, that had no influence upon me in the pursu- 
ance of an imperious dutj which I was boinid to 
discharge. He uttered a similar suggestion, in re- 
spect to the pthers with whom I had proceeded in- 
a course of investigation, observing they ivotild all 
act on my trial* 

I did not doubt either his or their dispositions- 
on the subject, knowing that the Rev. Mr. Stone 
was the person who had made the declaration al- 
ready mentioned, viz. ** th^it be would have me si- 
lenced in eight days, and that he had got a number 
of his brethren to join him;" and it was possible 
these were the very individuals ; for they had seve- 
rally, in taking the second step with them, with, 
perhaps, the exception of Mr. Starr, averred they 
would sit and act in my trial'. I,, however, did not 
then communicate to Mr. Stone, or others, the de- 
claration he had made. 

We now soon dispersed- My reflections piii 
man, in view of such a singular series of unexpected 
jet successive events, powerfully impressed on my 
mind the forcible declaration of the wise man, who 
declared, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
<^ There is not a just man upon earth, that doetfa 
good and sinneth not.'' Indeed, the emotions exr 
cited in my mind no pencil could describe ! Yet I 
indulged strong confidence, that I should be shield- 
ed against whatever combinations might be formed 
for my destruction. 

About the first of July I received another copy 
of complaint from the Rev. Peter Starr, containing 
but one aurticle of charge, accompanied with a cita*- 
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tion to appear before the association at the adjourn^ 
ed meetiDg at Ellsworth, on the 11th of July, and 
answer to the same. Although Mr. Starr bad com- 
menced his charges de novo, at Burlington, yet it 
seems, as the association had adjourned on the trial 
of the complaint then before them, it would be ne- 
cessary it should continue; otherwise their ad- 
journment might be affected ; of course, in filing bis 
flecond complaint, he inserted but one article of 
charge, leaving his first (omplaint to embrace the 
other, and thus inverting the order in which he had 
just before placed them. 

In the mean time, I had filed complaints against 
the ilev. Messrs. Peter Starr, Timothy Stone, and 
Joseph Harvey, and served them with their respec- 
tive copies, and notices to appear before the North 
Association, on the said 11th of July, and answer 
to their several articles of charge. I had neglected 
to file a complaint against Mr. Perry, of Sharon, 
although I had some time previous taken fhe regu- 
lar steps ; as the witnesses, by whom the charges 
were expected to be proved, were out of the state, 
and would not return until after the adjourned meet- 
ing of the association ; for which reason alone the 
complaint was deferred. The ground of grievance 
with this member will be seen, by recurring to the 
preceding pages. 

I deem it essential to insert the complaints, copies 
of which had been already served, on account of 
the extraordinary exclusion of them from trial, ef- 
fected by the alteration of the constitution of the 
association, as will be noticed hereafter ; and the 
obviously important effects they may have occa-^ 
sioned in the subsequent proceedings. 

The following are exact transcripts of the origi- 
nal complaints. It may be proper her^ to observe, 
that I had commenced a labour with Mr. Harvey, 
against whom the following complaint was filed, at 
least fifteen months previous to a labour being en- 
tered upon with.myaelf, though not as long before 
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Us effbrte were in operation to inflaeace the Rev* 
Mr, SUrr to undertsike a labour with me. 

COMPXAIICT AttAIllBT Mr. HaRTET. 

*^ To the North Asaociatioo of Litchfield coontjv 
^to be convened, by adjourament, at the meeting 

house in fiUsworth society, in Sharon, July lltfa, 

1815- 

^^ Whereas the North Consociation of Litchfieldl 
county did, sereral years since,form themselves into 
ja charitable society, the object of which was, < to aid 
and assist pious indigent young men,' in obtaining a 
collegiate education, in order to their being more 
thoroughly qualified for the work of the gospd 
ministry ; And whereas the said consociation, or 
charitable society, did, by their board of trustees 
duly authorised, receive under their care and pat- 
ronage Mr» Randolph Stone, as a suitable object eC 
their charity and patronage, in December, 1810, 
and gave him and the subscriber reason to expect 
their encouraged or promised . aid to the said Mr* 
Stone, during the period of his collegiate studies ; 
and did, in said December, 1810, commence their 
aid, by a donation of fifty dollars to the said Mr* 
^Stene, with directions relative to his procedure in 
acquiring an education ; and did at future periods 
also donate ; thus inducing the subscriber, as well 
as him, to re^ on their promised or encouraged aid, 
in the pursuit auid attainment of a liberal education : 

^^ The subscriber begs leave to state to the said 
North Association of Litchfield county, that our 
brother, the Rev. Joseph Harvey, of Goshen, in 
said Litchfield county, has at various times during 
the two or three years last past, given out insinua- 
tions and representations, relative to the said Mr. 
Randolph Stone, highly prejudicial to his character 
and injurious to his good name ; and particulariy in 
September, 1813, before the said cluu'itable socie- 
tyi, convened in Torringford, in said Litchfield 
county ; by which improper insinuations and repre** 
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gentations of our said brother Harvey, the said Mr« 
Stone was greatly and criminalij injured, in respect 
to bis good name, which was dearer to him than 
** precious ointment," and on the maintenance and 
support of which, he deemed the streams of chari- 
•ly, under«6od, were wholly dependent, to complete 
his education to qualify him for the gospel minis- 
try ; and which said insinuations and representa- 
tions operated greaHy to the prejudice and injury 
of the said Mr. Stone, and were instrumental in 
cutting off all further suppUes to the said Mr. Stone, 
.of the encouraged or promised aid of the said cha- 
ritable society; in .consequence .of which, great in- 
jury has accrued, not only to the good name of Mr. 
Stone, but also an unexpected and .unreasonable 
expense devolved upon the subscriber, highly pre- 
judicial to his interests, comfort, and peace, which 
was injuriously and criminally accomplished hy the 
3aid insinuations and representations of our «aid 
brother Harvey, and jcalculated immediately to af* 
feet the subscriber, as he had given bonds for the 
payment of the said Mr. €tone 'a quarter bills in col- 
lege ; thus relying on the promised or encouraged 
aid of the said charitable society, and consequently 
ihe maintenance and support of the good name of 
the said Mr. Stone, to secure the said promised or 
encouraged aid of said charitable society. 

^< From this general statement, the subscriber now 
makes complaint to the aforesaid association, that 
iiUT said brother^ Joseph Harvey, has violated the 
rules of the gospel, in several particulars, and there- 
by rendered himself iiigUy x^riminal. l^t. By un- 
just and improper representations and insinuations, 
calculated to injure the reputation and good name 
of the said Mr. Stone, and which has really pro- 
duced the effect, and contributed to the total sup- 
pression of the promised or encouraged aid, from 
the aforesaid charitable society; and which said 
insinuations and representations, on the part of our 
^said brother Harvey, appear to be in violation of 



67 

some, if not M, of the following directiooB, giTeo 
for our observaiiGe in the holy Scriptures : yis. T'y 
4ua ill. 2. * Speak evil of no man.' James iv* It. 
' Speak not evil one of another, brethren.' 1 Co- 
rinthians vi. 8.^ Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, 
and that your brethren.' 1 Peter iv. 6. * That no 
man go beyond, and defraud his brotber hfi any mat- 
ter.' Romans xiv. 10- • Why dost thou judge thy 
brother, and why dost thou set at nought thy bro- 
ther?' And also, Zachariah viii. 16. ' Speak every 
man truth to his neighbour.' 

'^ The above charge, in the opinion ct the sub' 
scriber, affects not merely the said Mr. Stone, in 
point of injury and injustice, but also the whole 
body of this associltion^ as well a» the subscriber : 
2dly. That by reason of the aforesaid conduct of 
our brother Harvey, the subscriber has sustained 
great injury and injustice, not only in a pecuniary 
manner, which has contributed fo bring on an at- 
tendant train of evils, but also in pc«nf of reputa- 
tion, standing in the relation of a fostering parent 
and guardian to the said Mr. Stone ; and the aspers- 
ing of whose reputation does injury and injustice to 
the subscriber : which said'^conduct of our brother 
Harvey appears to be in violation of some, if not 
^1 the following passages of Scripture : 1 Cor. vi. 
8."^ Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your 
brother.' 1 Thess. iv. 6. ' That no man go beyond, 
and defraud his brother in any matter.' Matthew 
vii. 12. * Therefore, all things, whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so to 
them.' Rom. xiii. 10. < Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour.' And James iv. 11. * Speak not evil 
one of another.' 

'' On the foregoing articles of charge, the subscri- 
ber has proceeded, according to the rule given us in 
the 18th chapter of Matthew, to take the first &nd 
second steps with our said brother Harvey, 
without obtaining any satisfaction. The subscri- 
ber, therefore, feels it to be his duty to make the 
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above statement \a the Association, and alsd to e%r- 
hibit the above articles of charge against our bro- 
ther Harvey, desiring a candid and careful exami- 
nation into the above charges, and that he may be 
dealt with agreeably to the rules of the gospeU 

«* DANIEL PARKER. 

" For evidence, refer to the brethren of the con- 
sociation these two or three years past. 

<^ Sharofiy JtencSOWi, 1815." 

A true copy of the aboVe was delivered Mr. Hwr- 
vey, eight days previous to the session of the asso'^ 
eiationi agreeably to the constitutiAi of their board* 

Complaint AeAivrsT Mb. Stoke. 
^ To the North Association of Litchfield county^ 

to be convened, by adjournment,, at the meeting* 

house in Ellsworth society, in Sharon, July lltfa,^ 

1815. 

" The subscriber begs leave to state to the asso- 
ektion, that our brother Rev. Timothy Stdne^ of 
Cornwall, in said Litchfield county,, has reported a 
story, purporting to relate to the subscriber and 
deeply to affect his moral, character, as the said 
story implies prevarication on the part of the sub- 
scriber ; and that eur said brother Stone has report* 
ed the said story to others, as if true, without In- 
quiring of the subscriber whether it was true or not ; 
and in consequence of his thus reporting the said 
9tory, in violation of the rules of our Saviour, the 
said report was, by another brother, suggested as a 
grievance to the subscriber ; and also his thus re^ 
porting was calculated to prejudice the public mind 
against the subscriber, and thereby to injure his re- 
putation in their estimation. 

" The subscriber, therefore, now accuses our 
said brother Stone of ft violation of the rules of the 
gospel: 1st. A violation of Matthew 3cviii.. 15. < If 
thy brother trespass against thee, go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone^' 
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*^2dly. In ipeakiBg evil of a brother, andaapers* 
ii|g his good Dame, contrary to that portion of Scrip- 
tore in James iv. 11. * Speak not evil one of ano« 
ther, brethren.' Titus iii. 2. < Speak evil of no 
man.' Also Psalm ci* 5. Whoso privily slandereth 
his neighbour/ &c. AH of whicn conduct of our 
said brother Stone, the subscriber considers as high- 
ly, criminal, not only as reports thus propagated, 
and especially by one who sustains the sarcerdotal 
office, and to the implication of a brother sustaining 
a similar office, whose example ought to accord with 
his precept, which he professes to derive from the 
word of God ; b^t also by thus reporting to the 
injury and injustice of his brother, such report is 
calculated, under -existing circumstances, pecnliar- 
ly to affect the subscriber, in producing an undue 
prejudice, or influence, in a trtal now pending be- 
fore this association, in which the subscriber is de- 
fendant. 

'< The subscriber has proceeded agreeably to 
Matthew, 18th chapter, in taking the first and se« 
cond steps with our said brother Stone, but without 
obtaining any satisfaction. Therefore the subscri* 
ber now presents this complaint to the association, 
desiring them to deal with our said brother ^tone 
agreeably to the rules of the gospel. 

" DANIEL PARKER. 

" For proof, brothers, Harvey, Starr, Prentice, 
&c Slc 

« Sharony June SOtk, 1815.'* 

A copy of the original was presented io Mr. 
Stone eight days before the session of the association. 

CoMPliAINT AOAIlfST Mr. StARR. 

"'To the North Association of Litchfield county, 
to be convened, by adjournment, at the meeting- 
house in Ellsworth society, in Sharon, on the 
second Tuesday of July, viz. the 11th, 1816. 
" The subscriber begs leave to state to the as- 
sociation) that our brother,. Rev. Peter Starr, of 
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Warren, in uli Litchfidd count7, ^iy on Ae 2S(S 
day of May last past, proceed to take the first step- 
with the subscriber, on the alleged ground of an^ 
offence committed by the subscriber, i^aiiM^t John 
Tallmadge, Esq. of said Warren, purporting to be 
of a highly criminal nature ; and on the 24th of said 
May last past, accompanied by our brethren JLby^ 
Timothy Stone and Rev. Charles Prentice, otir 
said brother Starr proceeded to take the second 
step with the subscriber,, en the alleged grievance* 
sdready referred 4o;:and. notwithstandkig all the 
efforts made by the subscriber to satisfy our bro- 
ther Starr, that the eharge had no just foundation,, 
yefltdid not appear to give satisfaction to him. A 
few days subsequent to t&e idkmg of the aforesaid 
steps, the subscriber received a letter from Jobn^ 
Tallmadge, Esq. unsolicited,, which said letter is 
ready to be exhibited before the said, association, 
purporting,, that the said John Tallmadge, Esq. had 
informed our said brother Starr, previously to his 
taking the first and second steps with the subscri- 
ber, that he, (.who aecording to the article of charge, 
must be the person aggrieved, if any one,) had no 
ground of gnevance,. and was for himself satisfied ;. 
and that after pur saU brother Starr had taken the 
first and second steps with the subscriber, he again 
called on the said John Tallmadge, Esq. relative 
to the alleged grievance, when the said Tallmadge 
again repeated to our said brother Starr, his full 
belief that no fraud or evil was intended by the sub- 
scriber. 

<< The subscriber now makes complaint to tfai^ 
association, thut by reason of the efforts made by 
our said brother Starr to commence a deal, where 
no grievance was acknowledged on the part of him 
who, if there was any grievance, must be himself 
aggrieved, but directly asserted to our said brother 
Starr the contrary, previously to our said brother 
Starr's taking the first and second steps on the al- 
leged grievance ; which said conduct of our brothec 
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SUtr contributed to the injury of the subtctiber^ 
in a way calculated to afect bin meral character^ 
excite unreasonable suspicion in the public rnind^ 
aiid^erlottsly to affect the subscriber in a trial now 
peoding beforfi this association, in which he is de* 
feiidant : which conduct of our said brother Starr 
appears .to the subscriber torbe Jiighly criounal, and 
in Tiohition of most^ if not all the following direc* 
tions of iScriplurer viz* 1 Peter iv^ 15. * or a busy 
body in other men's matters.." Matthew vii. ]:!» 
* Ail things wfaatsoeirer ye woold that men should 
do unto you,, do ye even so unto thenu' Rom. xiii. 
10. < Love worketh no ill to his neighbour.' Luke 
vi. 31. ^ As ye would that men should do to you, do* 
ye also to them/ And James iv. 11* ^ Speak not 
evil one q£ another,, brethren..' 

*^ On the foregoing statement and charge,. the sub«^ 
scriber has proceeded to take the first and second 
»teps with our said brother Starry, agreeably to the 
rule pointed oat for our observance, in cases of of^ 
fence, intbe^ 18th chapter of Matthew, without ob» 
tatning aay satis&ction ; and now desires the asso- 
ciation to examine into this statement and charge, 
and thus deal with our said brother Starr, agreeably 
to. the rules of the gospeU 

" DANIEL PARKER. 

** For proof, the brethren who. accompanied in 
the second step, and the letter of Esq. Tallmadge. 

^ Siutronj June 30/&, 1815^. 

A copy of the foregoing complaint was duly ser*^ 
red. 
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SECTION II.. 

A FEW dajs previous to my impending trial, one 
of the deacons of the church in Ellsworth informed 
me» the Rev. Mr. Starr had sent a request to the 
inhabitants in the vicinity of Ellsworth meeting- 
house, that no arrangements need be made by them, 
even to prepare a dinner for the association, at their 
adjourned meeting, as they probably should not 
tarry long enough to dine. I inquired of this dea- 
con, if he knew whether they had adopted a similar 
principle with those who, on a former occasion, had 
<< bound themselves with an oath, that they would 
neither eat nor drink till they had slain Paul ?" As 
the period of time between 11 o'clock, the hour of 
adjournment, and dinner time would be short, I 
thought they must be very expeditious to investi- 
gate and decide on what they had termed very 
weighty charges, in which the gospel ministry, the 
interests of religion, and individual reputation, were 
deeply interested. To which he replied, he knew 
not the motive. 

The association had adopted a rule, that no per- 
son should be employed, as counsel, in any eccle- 
siastical trial before them, who had not made a pro- 
fesirion of the Christian religion. To obtain able 
counsel, therefore, I sent to the distance of about 
sixty miles, to procure the Hon. Roger M. Sher- 
man, Esq. who, having been an ofBcer in the church, 
might, I apprehended, be admitted. I also em- 
ployed John Elmore, Esq. who resided at the dis- 
tance of about twenty miles. 

But while trials in rapid succession assailed me, 
it pleased the God of infinite grace and condescen- 
sion to shed down the influences of his Holy Spirit. 
My school, at that time, was composed of from 
sixty to seventy members. Among tnese endeared 
youth did the Divine Spirit, in wonderful mercy, 
deign to take up his residence* About the first of 
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July, the still small voice seemed eridently to %A* 
dress them by his conTicting influences. Very 
soon a season of solemnity, awe, and trembling, was 
exhibited, which undoubtedly afforded a faint re* 
semblance of the solemn scene which will be pre* 
sented, in «that dread hour, when the assembled uni* 
Terse will stand around the bar of (heir finalJudge, 
and listen to the amazingly interesting destinies of 
eternity. Indeed, it seemed, for several days, as 
if the judgment was in reality set and the books 
opened. A deep and pungent sense of the awfut 
depravity and guilt of many, led them to exclaim^ 
with heartfelt solicitude, '< what shall we dv.- to be 
saved ?*' The scene was truly such as the powert 
of language are incompetent to describe. These 
beloved youths who, but a few days before, wepft 
thoughtless and unconcerned, and engaged in theit 
accustomed activity of mirth and juvenile divert 
sions, were now solemn as the house of death. 
Probably twenty or more were under powerful con* 
victions^ many others excited to some degree of 
solicitude, and all solemnized. No noise, wildness,. 
or disorder, marked their conduct* The once neg- 
lected Scriptures were now their constant com« 
panioD, when they were not engaged in religious de« 
votions, 01^ listening to instructions. Such were tbft 
dealings of Jehovah, eminently verifying his en- 
couraging promise, ^^ those that seek me early, shall 
find me." Within the period of about ten days^ 
eight or ten of these endeared pupils had been per- 
mitted to hope in the mercy of God, through a criW 
cified Saviour, and the work appeared evidently tO: 
be progressing in the school. 

In the midst of this season of refreshing, the time 
had arrived for the meeting of the association* It 
was indleed painful, that the mind should be called 
from an attendance to these marvellous displays ot 
grace and reconciliation, to roam on those unwel- 
come objects, the effects of singular efforts, and ixt^ 
-precedented combinations. To my cdunset, on 



V 
\ 



tA 

iheir arrival, I remarked, that in view of the wcm- 
derful dealings of God, with the dear youth com* 
mitted to my care and instruction, I knew not how 
to divert my feelings or mind from thehr infinitely 
interesting concerns, even sufficiently to give them 
a history of the subjects speedily to be brought to 
trial ; that I would cheerfully make almost any sa- 
crifice, if it might spare me the unpleasant task ; 
and, that I felt it to be of little consequence to me, 
what should be the result of the association, if their 
proceedings and efforts ihight not impede the work 
of grace among my pupils. 

The hour of eleven, on the 2d day of July, had 
BOW arrived. I was present with my counsel at the 
appointed place of meeting. Most of the members 
of the association had convened. Mr. Harvey, 
thoughnot the active prosecutor on paper, yet ge- 
nerally considered, by those acquainted with Ae 
real circumstances, to be the efficient one, had em' 
ployed the Rev. Lyman Beecher of Litchfield, and 
a member of Litchfield south association, as coun« 
sel for the prosecution. As these Rev. gentlemen 
bad not jet arrived, a motion was made, the meet- 
ing being not yet opened, for an adjournment of one 
hour. It was as&igned to me, as a reason, that 
fears were entertained, should an adjournment not 
prevail, that I might call the trial, and before the 
arrival of their counsel might possibly nonsuit 
them. A motion was of course made, that instead 
of an adjournment, an hour might be spent in prayer, 
in reference to the subject for which we had assem- 
bled ; to which I subjoined the request, that some 
serious youth in the vicinity, (carefully withhold- 
ing the term of my school, for the seriousness of 
that region was confined exclusively to the mem- 
bers of it,) might have an interest in the prayers 
that were to be offered. The Rev. Samuel J. 
Mills, being the eldest divine present, was called 
upon to make the firat prayer* At the close of 
which, the Rev. Charles Prentice arose andobsetv- 
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ed that he had beard nothng of the revival in my 
school until he had arrived at that place, and inad# 
the request that I would give an account of the re« 
vival. The Rev. David L. Perry instantly arose 
and objected, saying it was strictly improper for 
me to utter a word on the subject The Rev. 
Timothy Stone immediately followed him, with the 
observation, that it would be improper for Mn^ 
Parker to "give any account of it — he wished that 
the Rev. Mr. Lyman, (my successor,) would give 
a relation of it. A considerable number of people 
had assembled in the meeting house. Every coun* 
tenance appeared instantly to fall, except, perhaps, 
those ^f the two last speakers. Silence and con- 
sternation reigned for a time, and many of my pu- 
pils, with throbbing hearts, were present to witness 
the extraordinary transaction! Words could not 
describe my emotions/ I reflected, do you claim 
te be the heralds of the cross, the messengers of 
peace and reconciliation to a lost world, and yet ob- 
ject to one, sustaining the highly resposible station 
of a minister of Christ, giving a relation of (he won- 
derful dealings of God to perishing souls who are 
placed under his care, when you professedly re- 
3oice to hear of a soul born into the kingdom of the 
Redeemer ? Do you imagine it might soften the 
asperities which any combined eflforts may have 
excited, and which you may wish to be retained in 
the impending trial ? And does it indeed exhibit 
the temper and disposition of him whom you pro- 
?ess to call Lord? 

After some pause, yes, sblemn silence^ prayer 
was resumed. Adjournment for dinner succeeded. 

On reassembling, the association was opened. I 
had in my pocket the complaints inserted in the 
preceding pages, prepared to laj before the body 
so soon as opportunity should render it suitable. 
But here a novel if not unprecedented occurrence 
took place. Immediately on the close of the prayer 
. oflfered by the moderator, the written cotfstitution, 
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l^th of the ftSBociation and cofisociiitioB, lying opdn 
the table, which contained regulations for the direc- 
tion of the members^ and which I had carefoUy 
pui'iued in the. course of discipline on which I had 
already entered, a verbal motion was made to alter 
the coBstitutioa." The motion was as follows: that 
everj minister with a pastoral charge, shall be tried 
by the consociation, or ministers and delegates; 
and every minister without a pastoral charge,, shall 
be tried by the association^ or ministers only. 
This motion was immediately seconded, and the 
vote called for and carried. 

It could hardly be said that there was time, after 
the opening of the association, for me to rise from 
my seat and place the complaints on the table, be- 
fore the constitution was altered; of course there 
was now no place for them. It is to be recollected 
that all those against whom I had filed complaints, 
and served with copies for trial at this time, had 

Sastoral charges, except myself; of course it ren- 
ered that a very convenient opportunity to pre- 
sent the new complaint of which I had been recent- 
ly served with a notice, as also a suitable and accom- 
modating time for my trial. Thus the instrument 
which had been deliberately framed to give direc- 
tions for our procedure, in order to secure our 
rights or redress our wrongs, suddenly became a 
rope of sand which dissolved at the touch. Of 
what use is a written instrument or constitution, to 
any class of peopie, for the security of privilege, 
property, or even life, when from the impulse of the 
moment, and perhaps to gratify human passions, it 
may in an instant, by a verbal motion, undergo a 
total pei vertion, and thus the very article which 
guaranteed the protection of life itself be converted 
into the sentence of death? Have we been hereto- 
fore accustomed to so cheap and speedy alterations 
of instruments deemed thus sacred ? 

This gordian knot being severed, it appeared ne- 
cessary that some pacific overtures should be made. 
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A matioa was then speedilj introduced to appoint 
a committee to confer with me and endeavour to . 
" compromise" all difficulties. The motion pre- 
vafled, and a committee of fire was appointed. 
Lest this dekgation might prove unfaithful to their 
trusty or possibly some other motive might ioflii- 
ence, several volunteers tendered their services 
.aud accompanied us to a neighbouring bouse, to 
which we resorted for deliberation. It occurred to 
me^ that insuperable difficulties would impede, if 
not wholly exclude, a *^ compromise." I therefore 
suggested to the eldest of the committee, the vene- 
rable Mr. Mills, in the hearing of the others with 
their attendants, a difficulty which laboured in my 
own mind in respect to effecting a *^ compromise, 
and requested his opinion relative to the correct- 
ness of my impressions. I observed I did not un- 
derstaud how a compromise could be negociated, 
since, if I had been guilty of gross violatioos of gos- 
pel rules, it was a duty which they owed to the 
great beaiil of the church to call me to an accounf, 
and deal with me agreeable to the rules of the gos- 
pel. On the contrary, if any of my fathers or 
brethren had been guilty of what I conscientiously* 
viewed to be a violation of the laws of God given 
for our observance, it became a business between me 
and God, and I knew not how I could ** compro- 
mise" it with man, short of the gospel requirements. 
I added if my impressions were incorrect, I wished 
them corrected. Mr. Mills replied, " It is so, I did 
not think of it before ; we cannot " compromise." 
I then observed, '^gentlemen, lam now arraigned oh 
a complaint of two articles of charge. I do not de- 
sire you to be confined simply to those charges. 
You have full liberty, to explore in your investiga- 
tion, every maze of my life since my settlement in 
the gospel ministry ; and if any thing shall transpire 
from such an investigation of any name or kind, 
for which I ought to be called to an account^ I free- 
ly pledge myself to you, that you have full liberty 
8 



ti> enter it upon your minuteti, without further cere- 
mony at this time, and proceed to act upon it." At 
this declaration I seemed to discover in all a down- 
cast look. We rose and repaired without delay 
before the association. The committee reported 
the inconsistency of any " compromise," and the 
trial shortly commenced.^ 

The 1st article of charge was taken up agreea- 
bly to the order of the comphints, as filed. The 
purport was as follows : " A breach of promise in 
not extricating myself from secular concerns in 
which I bad been plunged, within eighteen months 
or two years after obtaining a dismission from my 
people, and devoting myself wholly to the minis- 
try." I claimed, as before, of Mr. Starr, that there 
bad never been even the shadow of a promise 
either expressed or implied. I would cheerfully 
refer the subject to the Kev. prosecutor Mr. Stkrr, 
who was the moderator of the meeting at the time 
deferred to. I presume all who were present at the 
trial will remember, Mr. Starr wpuld not express 
any opinion on the subject. Messrs. Perry, Stone, 
and Harvey readily manifested a willingness to tes- 
tify on this occasion^ The reader cannot have 
forgotten the efforts of Messrs. Perry and Harvey, 
at the time of ray dismission, which I have already 
related as given me shortly after in a very affec- 
tionate manner by Mr. Stone; as he declared^ for 
** my own safety, because the;/ were my enemies^ 
Nor did I make the least objection to the testimony 
of either, on any ground ; neither as having com- 
menced a deal with them antecedently to any hav- 
ing been commenced with myself, which would 
seem io render it unsuitable as well as immodest for 
them to act ; nor on the ground of the assertions of 
Mr. Stone, <^ that he had got a number of his breth- 
ren to join him,"' not entertaining any doubts who 
composed the affirmed league. It is a well known 
fact, that all three were exceedingly active, or rath- 
er officious. I shall but repeat a very common re- 
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Rev. gentlemen appeared not only lo be judges hoi 
the trial, but aliSo to dischalge the arduous dutieff 
a^ counsellors, advocates, witnesses, and accusers. 
As no obstacles were suggested to impede their 
ambition and zeal, they were of course qualified. 

Mr. Stone attempted to testify, but meeting with 

some impediments he finally requested of the 

moderator the " privilege, that be might be interro* 
gated only ;" but soon relinquished his claim to 
any promise made by the defendant. 

Mr. Perry thought he remembered a promise 
made. When the question was pressed whether 
he #buld assert it, or be understood to convey 
that idea, his eyes indeed seemed to glanet, aad 
could not be caught by the itMirer* On the 
whole, he did not like to say positively ; yet did 
not appear to object to the impression being de« 
rived, that it might be, at least, imph'ed. The re« 
mark of one not long after called upon to testify^ 
may undoubtedly appear rude. ' When inquired 
of, whether he was willing to be qualified, he object* 
ed ; and assigned as a reason, if he were put under 
the solemnity of an oath, it was possiole some 
words might slip from him improperly^ as he 
feared had already taken place. 

Mr. Harvey testified. He at first seemed rath* 
er to entertain the idea of a promise expressed or 
implied ; but eventually did not appear to assert 
either. Here the testimony closed on this article 
of charge, as no others could be found who had 
derived the least impression of even an implied pro- 
mise. Thus the cnarge was ultimately pronoun- 
ced unsupported by evidence. 

The 2d charge next claimed attention, viz. " Un- 
faithfulness in the ministry, both before and after 
my dismission." Under any other circumstances, 
this charge, from the manner in which it was intro- 
duced, and the strictness with which it was press- 
ed, must have proved fatal. Here providence had 
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Jcindly provided for me a shield, with that which, 
if it was not before designed j appeared at least to 
be a calamity, to wit, tJie stingy as it was termed, 
contained in my dismission. Of the act of the 
sons of Jacob, in selling their brother Joseph, we 
read, " fftej/ meant it for evil, but God meant it for 
good." Whether this may be applicable in the 
above case, is best known to those who were active 
in its accomplishment, however candid Mr/ Stone 
might have been in his relation of the transaction 
to me soon after. At any rate, it would seem that 
the subject matter of this charge, was very hastily 
Introduced, and attended by forgetfulness of jbtcts, 
when fixed upon as effectual to disrobe me. It will 
be called to micdL that no charge at the time of my 
dismission, or any anterior period, had ever been 
suggested of ministerial unfaithfulness ; and that 
the consociation which was convened for my dis- 
inission, was a body greater than an association. 
As this body had inflicted the sting in their result, 
I could pursue the ministry as a candidate for sup- 

Ijlies, or not, beyond the reach of censure for neg- 
ect. Hence, to exhibit a charge of unfaithfulness 
in either respect, to be tried before the association, 
was an inconsistency, and such a procedure must 
necessarily operate as an ex post facto law. Thus 
the charge was entirely undermined and lost. 

I feel it to be a duty here to remark, on account 
of the important bearings which may hereafter be 
visibly traced in the general procedure, as connect- 
ing the links, a few things in relation to the Rev. Ly- 
man Beecher. He seemed very actively and seaU 
ously to discharge the duties of counsel lot the pro- 
secution. He had formerly been my classmate in 
college ; and until this time had never discovered 
any other deportment than that of a friend. 

It is obvious, as I think will appear in the sequel, 
fliat he was determined I should fall. Very com- 
ixLon declarations had, for some time, represented 
him to be the bishop of Litchfield south associa- 
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to be winiiig to Iiave Mr. iEIarvej Sustain equal 
prerogdiive^ over Litchfield nbr(h association ; and 
as the idea prevailed with sbmeV at least, that Mr. 
HarVej was apparently in subserviencj to the 
yie ws of Mr. Beecher, if not a memorial or s jco* 
pnant ; if all these things were correct, it would 
seem necessarj for him to use MI proper endeav- 
ours to shield Mr. Harvej from censure, and sec- 
ond- his efforts in the accomplishment of bin 
schemes, in order to secure the maintenance of his 
own more extensive prerogatives. 

The first daj of the trial,, after the investigation 
had commenced, was faithfully improved on the 
part of the prosecution, in calling upon witnesseSf 
Night drawing on, Mr.^ Beecher observed they 
were through in calling upon witnesses. My coun- 
sel oi^served, if you have do^ further witnesses we 
shall have no need of calling upon any ; for the tes- 
timony which has already been given, has been 
wholly in our favour ; and we would cheerfully 
submit the cause to the association.^ Mr. Beecher 
replied, he wished to make a few observations, and 
as the day was nearly exhausted, he should, re- 
quest an adjournment until the next morning. My 
counsel inquired whether he designed to call for 
further testimeny. He said he did not. He was 
requested to say whether it should be understood 
that no further testimony was to be improved ; to ' 
which he replied,, it was*^ An adjournment fol- 
lowed. 

The succeeding night, as it was afterwards sta- 
ted, was spent by Messrs. Beecher and Perry, in a 
great degree sleepless, at the house of a virulent 
enemy to me, and I believe, in general estimation, 
to mankind. It would seem,. *< they had taken 
sweet council together," if we may judge by the 
fruits. At the opening of the session the next 
morning, Mr* Beecher desired to question a wit- 
ness> viz : the same being at whose house he had 
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tarried and caucused the preceding night. He 
was reminded of his engagement, that he wonld 
call for no further testimony. By this he was not 
willing to be bound ; as it appeared his new associ- 
ate and coadjutor was prepared for a fresh dis- 
charge. I freely gave my assent, that he need not 
be restrained by any pledges he had made, but pro- 
ceed unlimited by his inquiries, and call on any 
witnesses for whom he had a partiality. Of course 
the subject of testimony was resumed and pursued 
for four or five hours. Great and strenuous efforts 
were made by the late nocturnal visitants, strength- 
ened by their new host, and accompanied by their 
former adherents. Various and numerous were 
* their subjects of inquiry. There were some in*- 
stances of individuals called upon to testify, who 
had combined ideas belonging to different subjects, 
and thus misrepresented the fact. To^ correct 
such mistakes, I in several instances put inquiries 
to the witnesses, whether such and such particulars 
were not distinct, and belonging to distinct sub- 
jects ; but, by being unintentionally combined, acr 
tually misrepresented the truth. To which they 
answered in the affirmative. To these efibrt^ to 
attain the light of truth, and which invariably left 
the testimony without crimination, there was oppo- 
sition made. Mr. Beecher sorely complained, and 
with much earnestness requested of the moderator, 
that I might not be permitted " to put words," as he 
'expressed it, " in the witnesses mouth." What 
other influence could be drawn from this request, 
except this, that I should not. be permitted to re- 
move any imputation of guilt from the testimony 
given, however false? Such indeed was the im- 
:pression I then derived ; and it would seem to be a 
rapid stride towards the establishment of a rule, 
that the truth should not be given in evidence, un- 
less indeed it were specially calculated to crimi- 
nate, which, to be sure, with some was obviously an 
object of deep solicitude. I could not but refie^t^ 
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are you, pafioii Beecher, discharging with jeme 
wonted zeal the high misaion of Heayen, in advoca- 
ting the cause of truth and justice ; and efven tiH 
culcating upon your hearers the goiden rule of the 
Divine Saviour T 

Among the maaa of teatimonjr thus adduced, that 
of Mr. Philo Swift is highly deserving of notice, on 
account of its important bearings in subsequent pro- 
ceedings. Mr. Swift testified, in respect to a loan 
obtained years before, by Eri Miles & Co. at the 
Bridgport bank, that previous io obtaining the loan, 
I had called on him to endorse the said note. This, 
it appeared, was calculated to criminate me, as the 
said loan tend proved highly injurious to the com* 
pany ; and by representing me as actively engaged, 
or instrumental in obtuning it, might render me 
censurable. His testimony on this subject was to 
me entirely new, and without a vestige of founda- 
tion. I inquired of Mr. Swift what he meant by 
his assertion, as I had never had any agency or 
concern in obtaining that loan. In the first place, 
his assertion would defeat itself on the ground that 
I was not a director of the company at that time, 
nor until a long period afterwards ; and that none 
but directors could have any concern with the 
transaction. 2dly. That Mr. Ezekiel St. John 
had primarily commenced the negociation for the 
loan, which he then testified. 3diy. Two of the 
then directors also testified, that tfcej^ tsxeckdei the 
contract and obtained the monej/y and that I had 
not had the least concern in the transaction. More- 
over, 4thly, Mr. Swift's name was neveu by any 
person^ requested on the said note. Such was the 
testimony then exhibited. Mr. Swift seemed still 
to persist in his assertion. It was wholly unac- 
countable. I was finally induced to believe he had 
associated two distinct ideas, which had produced 
this error. I therefore made inquiry of him, whe- 
ther I had ever made application to him but once 
to endorse a note, and that in the beginning of the 
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yMT tSM, for a pm^ate loao, ^hicb, JboWi^ycar, |r#s 
not obtaiaedy and at whkJb ti«Eie Jbe 8;iw the iif^SMM 
i»C two other perfloiui.on the ]^er ii^hlcjh I ftpw^- 
%d ? He answered, that I had never cijlea on hi^i 
but once. I now inquired of one or both of the 
l^tlemen, wJucfa^ I do not now distinctly recojUect, 
iwiioae names were on the paper I presented to Mi. 
fiwift, to testifj whether the loan for Eki Miles & 
Co. was &e object for which that loan was desired, 
4ir even whether that company was then formed* 
Jt was answered in the negative. Thus it was ren- 
dered evident, his assertion was untrue. ^ But cha- 
rity influenced me still to believe the .error entirely 
unintentional, and to have arisen from his combio- 
|ng two distinct things, which were now clearly 
|>roved to be separate, and that Mr. Swift, on re- 
«Aection, would feel himself greatly obliged to me for 
correcting the error, as his testimony was given un- 
der the solemnity oi an oath. His after conduct, 
however, afforded evidence to the contr^y, as 
there will be occasbn hereafter to notice 

It is afact, I presume, jei well remembered, that 
^ my endeavours to correct the error already me^* 
tioned, and develope the light of truth, Mr. Beecher 
severely frowned, and requested that I might be 
prevented from making inquiries of the witnesses^^ 

It was again announced, they were through with 
witnesses. An adjournment for dinner followed. 
On reassembling, as I had not forgotten the declara- 
tion of the Iftev. Mr. Stone, made about the first of 
the preceding manth, and it being already rendered 
>8uflSciently apparent " who his brethren were th^ 
had joined him^" I took occasion to remark to ihe 
moderator, that I iiad understood Mr. Stone bad 
prejudged the merits of the case now pending. I 
wished the privilege to ascertain the fact. If he 
had, I should object to his sitting as a judge in the 
trial. If he had not, I should offer no objections to 
liis sitting. I therefore requested permission to 
4isk him the question. It was granted. I thea m- 
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quired^ << Mr. S4one, hkre jon not made the deelftr 
ration, eakulathig with mathematieri exactDet% 
^at yon would bare me arlenced in eight days, and 
jon had got a nnmber of your brethren to join 
you?*' He replied; "no; have you heard ao?** 
I answered, " I have." He replied, ** I have not 
said it/' I desisted from further mqniry, aa ho 
ftrtmptorily denied it ; and immediately withdroir 
to employ a person to go to the distance of aboat 
^igfat miles, and procure the witness without de« 
lay, from whom I had received this declaration* 
The witness had assured me, that Mr. Stone had 
made this declaration to him, in the witness's house, 
after th^ close offublic worshipj <m the Sabbath 
but one preceding the session of the association at 
Burlington. The witness duly arrived. On his en* 
fertng the house, I requested of the moderator, that 
he might be qualtfied and testify, as he was my wit- 
ness in proof of Mr. Stone's declaration. Thia 
was accordingly done, ui wfakh he repeated pre- 
cisely the expression I had before used. Mr. 
Stone could not, nor would be, atteanpt to impeach 
the veracity of Mr. Medad Allen. He immediate- 
ly arose and informed the moderator, there was but 
OTie witness against him. He shoirid still claim hia 
seat ; adding,, by the mouth of two or thret ivtt- 
nessts every word ^hall be established.** Unpa- 
railed impudence ! if not savage barbarity ! After 
a few moments, I looked around and saw a number 
of persons in the house belonging to his church, . 
ind many who were not members ; and had no 
donbt others had heard similar declarations, bat 
knew not oa whom to call. I requested that Dr. 
Calhoon, whom I knew to be on friendly terms with 
Mr. Stone, yet bad no knowledge that be had heard 
similar declarations, might be qualified. This be- 
ing done, he testified he had frequently beard Mr* 
Stone speak to the same eflfeet as was testified by 
Mr. AHen. A ghastly paleness instantly brooded 
upon the countenance of Mr. Stone, and by reason. 



%r an umnedilte requeit, that he might have the 
privilege of withdrawing, he left the hauae. The 
tingiUar remark was at this time said to be. madeg 
hy one of his parishioners who witnessed the scene^ 
** it was a pit J there was not an auger hole bored 
into Mr. stone's head and some brains infused.'' 
At his departure he was followed hy an expreacher, 
^ho took the liberty to say to him, Mr. Stone, you 
have lied here to day. It appeared Mr. Stone waa 
not prepared for a reply. In truth, I pitied the de- 
jected man. 

It became now a subject of inquiry by my coun* 
ae), whether I should not ascertain who.Mr. Stone'a 
brethren were, who, he had boasted, were joined 
with him. I objected to the inquiry, as probably 
every person in the house was well satisfied on thia 
subject ;' and I would not debar them from their an- 
ticipated pleasures in voting against me. 
* Mr. Beecher had already commenced his atgU" 
ment for the prosecution. The vehemence and 
energy with which he proceeded, clearly evinced 
his desired object. I presume it will not be denied, 
by a very numerous assembly, that he confined his 
remarks chiefly to three general heads. 

1st. That I had left the ministry to teach a 
school. 

2dly. That I had added house to house to ac- 
commodate my school — and 

3dly. That I had dealt at banks. 

On the first particular he very largely expatiated. 
It would seem from his remarks, that if I had been 
guilty of the heinous crime of murder, it would 
have borne no proportion to the awful enormity 
with which I was now justly chargeable. 

On the second he bestowed similar exertions. 

The third received equal reprehension, with ma- 
ny and apparently poignant terrors, at the idea of a 
payment falling due at a bank. Qn this subject he 
narrated his own narrow and well-nigh destructive 
escape, for which he was solely indebted to the 



lin'diiess of bis endoner, on a note, as he ssid, of' 
one hundred dollars, which happened to fall doe in 
his absence, while devoutlj accomplishing his mi- 
nisterial domestic missions, and thus by the benevo- 
lence of his underwriter was rescued from rnin. 
And sooner, jes, sooner than he should consent to 
any farther dealings at the bank, by which he 
iriionld be jeopardized, he would immediately re- 
turn home and sell his tfiree and a half acres. 

My counsel replied, on the first head, it had 
long been a custom in Connecticut to call ministerSy 
even from their pastoral charge, io take the charge 
of seminaries. Moreover, in the present case, I 
had engaged in it at the urgent request of all the 
ministers around me, and for reasons well under^ 
stood by all. On the second head, it was indispen- 
sibly necessary to erect buildings for the conve- 
nience of the school, without which the scholars 
could not be furnisfaed with accommodations, and 
the object of the school must fail. Indeed, the in- 
quiry might not be inapplicable, whether it would 
seem more improper that the defendant should add 
house to house, but far less so under his circum- 
stances, than for the Rev. Counsel for the prosecu* 
tion, who had but recently performed the same act 
himself, which, by his neighbours, would'undoubt- 
ediy be deemed wholly unnecessary, and which 
greatly disfigured his dwelling? On the third 
head, dealing at banks was extensively practised. 
But few persons, probably, could be found doing 
business to any considerable extent, who would not 
find it necessary occasionally to resort to bank ac- 
commodations. In the case of the defendant it 
would be the more necessary, on account of the 
probably unequalled kindnesses and accommoda- 
tions he had rendered, arising from the pressing en^ 
treaties of individuals, and relying on the punctual 
fnlfilment of their engagements which they had fail* 
ed to accomplish. And the inquiry may be made, 
what harm arises from a person's dealing with » 



tabli9hed among all Christian and civilized nations. 
If iflaproper to deal utith tiiem, why are tb^y l^aUy 
.Qfitobtisbed? And if improper, why do mUiisters 
and ecctoiiasticai bodies vest their funds in bank 
«tock? Is it that their fonds shall lie dormant? 
or, Aat tfaej.m^y be sore of a better premium on 
"their funds, and a mere .punctual remittance of it, 
than rated by law on private kaiis ? Is a deacon 
JOT any officer of the church censurable^ because he 
Joans his money at a rate per cent« establiabed bj 
'Ae laws of his country ? 

It was now nearly nigbt> when the cause was suh- 
mitted to the con^deiration and decision of the ^ 
-•association. AH but the association withdrew « Mr. 
<Beecher soon called at my room^ and was now, for 
tile first time smee this commencement of the trial, 
Tery affaMe andeoomlaisant* On his entrance into 
the room, I^presented hkn with a cup of cold wate^, 
it being a sultry suouner^s . day , whieh I asaured 
him was all 1 cdnld there bestow; but if h^ would 
*accompany me to my house and s^pend the nigh.t, I 
would cheerfully welcome him. to such fare b» my 
'impoverished habitation aflS>^ded. He thapked me 
for my offer, assured, me he would gkdly accept it, 
and that he was desirfous of an opportunity to con- 
Terse with the serious youth of qiy schooL This 
was the first lisp I had heajrd him utter relative to 
the seriousness. Soon we were informed the asso- 
ektion would not result that night, but adjourn to 
meet the nextmorntng. We immediately retired* 

On the following morning one of my counsel, who 
lodged ¥Hth Mr. Beecher^ informed me, he had 
much conversation with him before they slept. His 
language to me, if my memory is correct, and my 
mind was ^ery atrongly impressed at the celatioip^ 
was as fellows ? 

Counael. *^ Mr. Beecher, do you. think the as- 
•aociation will censure Mr. Parker?" 
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jfn JB. ^ Noy there is notfcbg for wlueli they 
can censure him/' 
. C " Is that your opinion ?" 

Mr. jB. *^ Clearlj ao, as there was no testimony 
a^nst bka.^^ 

C. ** Pray, sir, why tken did yon use so aioch 
v.cix^menee and severity in your argument this af- 
ternoon, knowing him to be an innocent man V* 
, Mr* B. *^ 0, 1 was only playing attorney.'^ 

C *^ Bat I had supposed you gentlemen of th# 
cloth would, on moral principles, have withheld 
siQch severities!" 

Mr. B. ** O, I was oiriy acting the part of an 
attorney." 

Truly astonishing, thus to sport with interests 
both sacred and human.^ 

[ After breakfast, Mr, Beecher expressed much 
satisfaction at his interview with my pupils, thank-' 
ed me. for my hospitality, and urged my calling and. 
putting up with him whenever 1 should be at Litch* 
field ; at the same time upbraiding me with having 
neglected to call upon him heretofore. Thus, with 
apparent cordiality, he departed. But one must 
have been short-sighted indeed, not to have seeJii 
through the veil. 

A line very shortly reached me from a friend^ 
informing me, my presence was necessary at 
the meeting-house, although the association was not 
yet in session, as renewed efforts were stated to be 
in operation against me. I trent immediately op. 
It was obvious, from communications made to me^ 
' that there appeared to be no testimony which could 
militate against me, either in support of the charges 
exhibited, or from any other investigation. Yet 
certain individuals could not be pacified, but were 
determined that I should be silenced. The asso- 
ciation very soon came together. The efforts 
of Messrs. Perry and Harvey, receiving occasional 
strength from Messrs. Prentice and Blair, were stre* 
4U10US. The opposition of Mr. Perry, particularly^. 
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was 80 great, that Mr: Mills, having supposed Mn 
Peny to hare gone out of the house, which how- 
ever was not the case, observed to the moderator, 
'* he could not account for Mr. Perry's hostilitj to 
Mr. Parker.*^ Mr. Perry instantly replied, ** h$ 
had no hoslilUy of alV 

Soon a delegation was sent to me, to know whe- 
ther I was wilKflg to give up my ministerial cre- 
dentials, and let this end the trial ? I refused ; stat- 
ing, if I had justly forfeited them, they were bound 
in duty 1o take them away. I «bould not willingly 
relinquish them. The returns were made, but it 
seemed the combination wss not to be pacified. 
Delegation succeeded delegation, but ta no pur- 
pose. Among these, were me Rev. Messrs. Mills 
and Hallock, of whom, on asking me if on^the whole, 
under existing circumstances, I had not better re- 
Knquish my credentials, I inquired whether they 
wished my lips sealed in this interestinjg season of in- 
quiry among the dear youth committed to my care 
and instruction, when- they were daily making the 
inquiry, with the most anxious solicitude, << what 
they shall do to be saved V* To which inquirj 
neither Qiade the least reply, but with much appa- 
rent feeling, turned instantly about and repaired to 
the session. 

As it was obvious a sacrifice must be made, I 
consulted with my counsel, and it was concluded it 
would be better to suffer, than to oppose the known 
** hostilities^' of certain individuals, whose rapacity, 
it would seem, was not to be allayed. According- 
ly one of my counsel drew up a paper, which I sub- 
scribed and sent in to the association, the purport 
of which, as nearly as I can recollect, I will cheer- 
fully give. I requested the original to be imme- 
diately returned by the register of the association, 
who was Mr. Harvey, so soon as he should have 
Recorded it, which, however, *ha8 never been done, 
although more than three years have elapsed. One 
special reason for that request was^ that I might as- 



certaiB ivlkether it was correctly recorded -» as I ha^ 
known of an incorrect entry made on the records - 
kept by Mr. Harvey, previous to that tioie, in relsr 
lion to myself, from which circumstance I had just 
reasons to apprehend it might be so in the present 
case* The paper purported, that I would cheer* 
fully acknowledge that I had been extensively 
plunged into the cares of the world, (which, how- 
ever, was not originally any concern of my own 
seeking, but occasioned by solicitations of ipy fa- 
thers and brethren in the ministry, and arising 
from excessive benevolence exercised towarda 
them and others,) which was calculated to bring 
reproach upon the Christian ministry, for which I 
would cheerfully acknowledge that I had dono^ 
ijvrong, (and no one had more reason sincerelj/ to 
regret U, on every consideration^) Moreover, for 
the time being, I signified that I should preach to 
my school only^ and occasional lectures. These, 
so far as I can recollect, embraced all the points. 
It may not be unsuitable to mention here one 

S articular circumstance more, as it is calculated to 
eliueate still further efforts made in the general 
procedure. I was informed, by a respectable cler- 
gyman, that it was contemplated, and temporarily 
agreed upon, to introduce a charge against me, on 
the ground that I was a member of the masonic in- 
stUutiqni and often delivered public discourses on 
festival occasions ; and also presided in some of the 
lodges. This, it was stated to me, was designed to 
be made effectual to disrobe me. But my informant 
added, that on further weighing the subject, fears 
were entertained that my masonic brethren, who 
were very numerous, might rally at so bold an ef- 
fort, and eventually the evil recoil on themselves ; 
and thus they forbore the attempt. It seems, how- 
ever, that an aged minister of the body, the Rev. 
Mr. Hallock, was designated or volunteered his ser- 
vices, to confer with or lecture me on the subject. 
He did not neglect the opportunity of improviog 
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Ibe cciinTeinent season of the trial, to fulfil the iu* 
ties of his trust. He observe'd to me, that some of 
his brethren felt aggrieTed that I was a mason, al- 
though I had united with the institutidh several 
years before I etitered upon the ministry, and, a^ 
lie expressed himself, ^< was the high priest of a 
chapter and right worshipful master of a lodge, and 
often officiated on public celebrations,'' &c. and 
proceeded to offer some objections relative to the 
kistitution. I inquired of him, whether he was ac- 
quainted with tho institution ? He said he was not. 
I asked him on what data he could judge and con- 
demn an institution, of which he was entirely igno- 
irant? He did not attempt to assert. I did pre- 
sume it could not be from the circumstance of th^ 
lodge, in the town in which he was settled, inakin|; 
a donation about that time, if I rightly remember, 
of fifty dollars to the Bible Society of Connecticut. 
I very soon made the inquiry of him, if he liad pe- 
rused the copy of a printed sermon with which I 
had presented him a little time before ; which ser- 
mon I had delivered at the public installation of a> 
chapysr a few months preceding. He told me'he 
had. I inquired of him, whether there was any 
thing in that sermon contrary to the letter and 
spirit of the gospel ? He assured me there was 
not. I put the inquiry to him, whether he could 
pfobably write 2l better gospel sernnon.^ He re- 

Jlied, no. I then ^sked him, whether he supposed 
e could equal it ? He replied in the negative. I 
begged of him, that he would not condemn that 
which he acknowledged he could not equal himself, 
relative to the gospel. Thus the cmiveTsatiim 
ended. 

About one o'clock, on the third day of the ses* 
-sion, the association came to a result. The -firtft 
article of charge they pronounced unsupported by 
evidence ; and the second article beyond their 
reach, having long since been foreclosed. Benoe 
their charges trere dismissed. They also publish* 
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ed, that they found no cause for inserting any new 
charge, from anj thing which had transpired from 
their very extensive investigation. 

Although such was the decision of the body, yet 
all the members did not vote in favour of it. There 
had, I believe, been but one opinion entertained, by 
all who witnessed the trial, now the votes would 
s^nd in the result. And this opinion appeared io 
have been adopted shortly after the trial commen- 
ced. Indeed, multitudes expressed their opinion 
openly; and some even reduced to writing the 
names of the members in aflSlrroative and negative 
columns, in which there was an entire unanimity. 
Those who were in the negative, and conBeqnently 
opposed to the decision, were Messrs. Perry, Pren- 
tice, Harvey, and Blair. Mr. Stone, having abdi- 
cated his seat, could not vote. The number in the 
affirmative, if I mistake not, was nine. 

Thus the mountains had laboured, and the de- 
fendant was not only entirely acquitted from the 
charges, which combined efibrts had laboriously in- 
troduced and vigorously pursued, but also from any 
new ground or cause of charge, of any name or 
kind. 

The result of the association being made public, 
Mr. Stone immediately called on me and requested 
an interview, in the hearing of Messrs. Mills and 
Hallock, to which I assented. He stated that his 
object was, ** to convince me he had not lied the 
day before.'* Ile'observed, be did not recollect, 
when I challenged him from his seat, that he had 
ever uttered such an expression ; and supposed, if 
he had said any thing which would preclude him 
from a seat, that I had the testimony to prove the 
fact already present, and therefore thought proper 
to fling the burden of proof on me. I replied, I 
had not the proof at hand, but was obliged to em- 
ploy a man, at the expense of two dollars, to pro* 
cure the witness in a given period of time. Here- 
plied, ** I might have known you would have done 
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it — that jaiirperieTeraitce would h^TV sttrmoiinted 
all obdtacleg ; and said, if I rem<»Dber his expres- 
sions with accuracy, " Brother Parker, I have dcme 
wrong, in a great manj particulars relative to this 
business. I am sincereljr sorr j for it. I ask your 
forgiveness ; and can you forgive me f^L At these 
declarations he freely wept. To whom I replied, 
" yes, I can cheerfully forgiveyoo, provided your 
confessions are sincere, and your fixture coiidiid 
Mhall evince the sincerity of your €onfe9mon^* 

Soon after leaving the meeting-house, where the 
session had been holden, Mr. Starr approached me, 
in company, if I rightly remember, with Messrs. 
Mills and Gillet, and extending his hand towards 
>me, while the tears gently flowed down his aged 
cheeks, "said, " Brother Parker, I hope you will 
overlook and forgive me, in the part I have taken 
relative to the late transactions, and not lay any 
thing to my charge.'' I informed him, as in the 
commencement of his labour with me, that ho. pro* 
bably would never have engaged in Us undertaking, 
bad not an obvious advantage been taken of his se-' 
cond childhood. 

Messrs. Perry anfl Harvey next approached me 
in a Pharisaical manner, to this effect, " I hope 
you Will now be satisfied, and no longer indulge any 
unfavourable impressions towards us." They ap- 
'peared urgent to press the reply, that I was satis- 
fied in respect to them. I signified io them, it was 
far otherwise ; that they had not only rendered no 
satisfaction at all, but that I considered their guilt 
to be greatly enhanced. Thus all dispersed. 

The expenses which had accrued to me in thi< 
trial, (reader, would not the term persecution be 
even mild,) for counsel, witnesses, &c. &c. excecdr 
ed one hundred and fifty dollars. Impoverished as 
1 had become, I knew not how possibly to defray 
the charges. I reflected on the inconsistency of 
man ! I have been charged with criminality for be- 
ing plunged into the cares of the worlds and tbat^ 
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b J tbe verj persoas nAo Ikave fcMi eM(^y tMifii- 
WMAtal m briaging tltese erM* apon nw. Aad nov, 
to Tiiidicate and mabtriii my righlB, which hmft 
beett affisftiled hi ao unprecedented maoiier) and ap- 

farendj te ihieid etiben from the stroke of justice, 
onist he phinged stitt deeper. Is not this a prac- 
tical illv^adon of total deprayity? 

But the storm, it was fimdly hoped, had sabaidedL 
A' nerciM Prorideiice had kiodlj interposed to 
itrert the ruin with which I had been threatened to 
be oTerwiielmed. Not only were the TigenNis ex* 
ertiona and strenuous labonrs of a comAtiiattois 
^nivretff defmttdy by the exhibition of f ruth and 
facts fully presented before then to thwart their 
macbinationS) but in the investigation so eitensive- 
\y pursued, the calumny and slandtre which had 
beeB pat in circulation as a seemingly necessary 
dEMicomitont of a failure, and which in that case ap- 
pes^ed to be eagerly grasped at by some, were put 
to a^ful silence. Moreover, the Ood ik Heaven 
seemed signally to exhibit his smiles, in selecting 
tbat trying moment to display the riches of grace 
and mercy unong the endeared youth placed under 
my instroction. The uiecial seriouaness had conu 
meoced in my school out a short period before, 
and was exclusively confined to it, in. that region of 
country, without the exception of a solitary indivi- 
dual. Nor, during this season of refreshing, was 
Ihere known to be a single instance in the parish or 
town, so far as my knowledge has extended, in 
which any one hopefully became a subject of di* 
vine grace, or even became a subject of conviction, 
who was not a member of my school. These in- 
dications might seem to manifest the displeasure of 
Heaven against their procedure. Indeed, it would 
seem that the Rev. Mr^ Mills entertained the same 
views relative to these appearances. It was stated, 
that on his departure firom the trial, he called to visit 
bis brother in a neighbouring town. As he was 
alighting from his horse^ he was met by his broiher^ 
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-wbo^ tnxipttB to kiiow the result of^he trial, imm^* 
diatelj prewnes the question, " what hare jou beeh 
doing at Etis Worth ?" The Rev. Divine arswered, 
" doing? why, we went there to do, but Goi got 
there^r^, and we could not do any thing J* 

The fears which had been enterained previeut 
to the trial were now realized ; vi2 : that an exhibi- 
tioB of the combined exertiont which bad evident- 
ly been entered into by some^ together with the it- 
velopement of unaccountable proceedings, whick 
-must necessarily lead to a painful discovery. of hu- 
man depravity, ckd m sacerdotal robes, would im- 
pede the awakening. It was obvious the serious- 
nets among the youth had greatly diminished. Al- 
though there had been from fifteen to twenty eler- 
gymen m the vicinity, during the lengthy trial, yet 
not a solitary sermon, to my knowledge, was deliv- 
ered, even within the pari&b. Thiis consideratioB 
was truly lamentable, as many precious youth were 
hungering for the word of life ; and it was, per- 
haps, the only instance with which I had ever 
been acquainted, since my connection with that bo- 
dy, where there had been a failure of preachings 
and oftentimes, repeatedly, wheti they assembled, 
even where there was no special seriousness. 
This declension in the revival continued about two 
weeks, and it was greatly feared the cloud was soon 
to pass over. But Gt)d, who is rich in mercy, 
again revived his work of grace. For a time it be- 
came evidently more pungent and extensive than 
before ; and continued until the vacation, in the be- 
ginning of the following September. During this 
interesting season, the number of about twenty-five 
were hopefully brought to an acceptance of offered 
mercy through the blood of the Saviour. 

Within the period of two or three days after the 
trial, I was informed a story was prevalent in Sha- 
ron street, and the vicinity of Amenia, that I had 
been silenced by the association. It would seem 
extraordinary that such a report should be ha2;ard-- 
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«d fio near at hand, especially wbere tliere were «o^ 
msmy witnesses who beard the result, which wag 
directly the reverse, and where it might so easily 
be retraced to its source. Some weeks after, a res- 
pectable neighbour of nrin^, Capt. R. St. John, 
was addressed by Capt. Hamlin, a member of the 
church in Sharon, to this effect : " Your neigh- 
bour, Mr. Parker, I understand w(M silenced at 
the late trial.'' Capt. St. John answered, ^^ no, it 
was not BO." Capt. H. replied ^* yes he was^ far 
Mr. Perry told me 90, on the same day,'' or, the 
day following " his retnm from the trial." Csqpt* 
St. J. informed him it was not the case, for he at« 
tended during the trial, and was present at the re- 
sult, and he was entirely ^acquitted from the char- 
ges exhibited against him.V Capt. H. answered, 
-^* he eertamly was .silenced, for Mr. Perry told 
h4m 80 onfiisreUitrn.^^ Such was the infbrtnatioD 
-1 derived from Capt. St. John. 

Not long after, I called at the house of a respect- 
able matron of Sharon street, who informed, me she 
had supposed I was silenced for some weeks after 
the trial ; and had not received information io the 
contrary, until a few days before. She observed 
that Capt. Hamlin had called at her house, wheth- 
er on the day, or the day ^fter the trial closed, I do 
not recollect, and informed her he had just seen Mr* 
Perry i who told him that I was silenced. Such 
was the substance, if not the phraseology, which I 
received from her.. 

In the mean time the intelligence had reached me, 
that a similar report wss prevalent in Goshen. This 
came to me ifl^om a former pupil of mine, who in- 
fonmed me he bad received it from another <^ my 
former pupits,^ nrfco lived near to Mr. Hcarmy ; and 
it was with difficulty, as he stated to me, that the 
former, who knew the fact to be otherwise, could 
convince the hitter it was untrue, m the source of 
information from which it was d^ived, mas so ati- 
thmitie* Indeed^ it seemed by iitformation, that 
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such a report was industriottidy spread to a coii8id*« 
erable extent of country. 



SECTION III. 

In December, I814» I receded the followiiqf 
certificate of my regular standing in the ministry, 
from the Rev. S. J. Mills of Torringford, who was, 
by the appointment of t%e general association of 
Connecticut, the committee of certification for the 
north association of Litchfield county. It was 
given at my request, a^I then contemplated a jour- 
ney to the westward the following spring cnt sunn- 
mer. This certifies what my standing then was, 
10 the estimation of the committee, and the propria^ 
ty ot rt was never called in question by the associa-^ 
tion, to my knowledge. 

" This may certify whom it may concern, thai 
the Rev. Mr. Parker, of Ellsworth, in Litchfield 
county, state of Connecticut, is in good and regular 
standing in the Gospel Ministry ; and as such is 
liereby recommended to the kind notice and Chris- 
tian friendship of the churches, wherever Provi- 
dence may casthis lot. 

« Certified by SAMUEL J. MILLS, 

Coounittee of certification for Litchfield county. 

^' Dated at Torringfordf D$c. Ulh, 1814." 

In July, 1815, I received the following letter 
from the Rev. Mr. Mills, with an inclosed certifi- 
cate, both of which I insert verbatim. 

« Torringford July 18tt, 1816. 
^ Dear Brother- After I l^t Sharon [July 
13] I felt in> measure embarrassed, in regard to a 
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tertific&te i had «eiit on to you, of your regote 
vtanding in the Ministry. It bore on my mind, Mr. 
Beecher of Litchfield, was the Committee of certi- 
fication for Litchfield South.^ I called, and con- 
sulted him,, on ray iraj home* He was decided in 
ity that / fMtsi recall that certificate, and preseni 
y&u with such an one as I send enclosed. Too 
win therefore consider the other, in your posses- 
sion, as laid under an Embargo. My kinaest r^ 
meets to Mrs. Parker. Tours affectionately. 

<<SAML.J.MILL8. 

'' Allow me to say one word further. In such ii 
world as this, through which we are passing, and 
thousands of eyes looking on us, from this world, 
and the other, is it possible for us, to exercise at 
any moment, greater caution, and prudence, than 
would be suitable for us ? Was sorry after I wrote 
the preceeding lines, but it was the impulse of the 
moment, conclude on the whole, you will Haye no 
objection at my leaving them as they are. 

" Kev. Mr. Daniel Parker.*' 

The following was the inclosed certificate^ 

*< This certifies, tkat the Rev. Daniel Parker, is 
a Minister of the Gospel, in regular standing, with 
this exception^ that he is not to preach as a candi" 
date for settlement^ untill he shall have extricated 
himself from certain secular embarrmssments^ in 
which he Jias for some time been involved. 

'' Certified by me, SAML. J. MILLS, 
** Committee of certification for Litchfield Northr 

" Datfd at Torringford.Jultf 18/ft, 1815." 

On the receipt and peruss^l of the above commu- 
nications, my surprize waf( indescribable. I knew 
not the meaning of the letterj as it appears really 
unintelligible ; or Mr. Mills^s authority for his ex- 
pression, ** he is not to preach eis a candidate for set* 
Ifet^enl /'' £^c« I reflected, I had been libermtedfrom 



fite c&orgM exliibited a\gap#t im» 9itmf Uie trial; 
ani the associatioB dectared in their result, tiuU 
ihejffim^d no ems^ Jar inaerting anjf thing new^ 
^hn^h the^ had. iakm-tm extemine rang/e in their 
inquiru^^ I also reQ^cted^ the ajbaye .eertifiGnte 
ilulMd certifie^ mj r^Iar landing in the Minis* 
tr^ equally mth the first ; . mi t^at I b^e full p«s* 
DUSBioD^ to officiftte as a g$^p^l ixii{)iateir» ^^exi^epita 
pt^ath as a cmdidate far settlement /" and whj 
this prohibition ? and whence arises tii)» prej:!agatiye 
in Afr» .Mitts V when not a^ylls^le had been uttered 
by the aisiaociatioQ on the i^jecit^ while in the l«^e 
aftCMiion ; ebr, whj 9h<Hdd the thwght have occiur- 
red on bis return bo«ie» and he hsm^ digressed froai 
his road to call on Mr. Beecher for direction? Nor 
mnild,]! seem to be an authorised act, without a;pre- 
D90iiB censure passed upon, nie by. Uie bodj, who 
were not i^ain afiseoibled until some weeks, and 
esren. months, afler the^ receipt of the above letter* 
Mr. Mills . expressly declares, he called on Alr«^ 
Beecber, the committeft of certifiicatipii for liitch- 
field South, for consultation. Mr. Beecher was not 
even ajni^eaberef the same bqdy. What prerogar 
tives had he to dictate to another Associaion, or to 
an individualof another bod^^ andtfau» deal out 
inquisitorial injunctions, which cpuid be authorized 
only by an act; of the body Uself, and that predicated 
on a censure ? yet the writer says,." Mr^ Beecher 
ntas. decided iniif thai he pmsi recoU the first ce^^ 
tificatCf and present me with swh an, one as he en^ 
closedJ' Hence he p^noui^ces the first laid under 
an "embargo.'* By what authority? Not from- 
Bonaparte, although he once clauned to have the 
disposal of Papal supremacy ; but from the de- 
claration of Parson Mills, from authority no lei^s 
conspicuous and dictatorial //ion Mr* Beecher 9 not a 
member of the same association^ How singular 
this, when my council, at the late trial had und^r-* 
stood him to say^ there was nothing for which the 
association could c^nsiir^ in««" This procedure 
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ifM moftt extraordinary, "and in (his free countiy 
unprecedented. 

On the same daj of the receipt of th<i above let* 
ter and certificate, I showed them to two clergy- 
men, and requested them to inform me what these 
nieant. They both assured me they could not ac- 
count for either, and recommended my committing 
them immediately to the flames. To this I object- 
ed ; and'by their advice immediately wrote to- Mr. 
Mills for an explanation, and also a removal of th» 
*' embargo ;" but never received from him any an- 
swer. 

Reader, this singular proceeding, wilt be more 
folly developed hereafter, even should your sur- 
prise be still greatly enhanced^ 

My school in Ellsworth recommenced, for the 
last time in that place, about the first of October, 
1815, and closed on the 20th' of March following. 
I continued it as long as I could possibly command 
funds ; although I have been repeatedly and se- 
verely censured by many for discontinuing if. In 
the latter part of November, a second revival com- 
menced in my school. It was evidently more ex- 
tensive than that of the preceding summer, and con- 
tinued ^ until the close of the school. It was, in- 
deed, an interesting season. The number of mem- 
bers in the school was probably from ninety to an 
hundred ; and it could hardly be said there was a 
thoughtless or heedless youth among the whole. 
Between thirty and forty were, in the view of cha- 
rily, savingly interested in this gracious visitation. 
Thus, during the two seasons of refreshing, withm 
the short period of about nine months, more than 
sixty endeared youth were lead to hope in the! 
mercy 6f God, through an all-'precious and glorious 
Saviour; As it was the case in the first, so it wast 
ia the Second revival, the work was co'n%ed exclu* 
sively to the members of my school. 

During the last revival, we uniformly attended 
religious meetings in the Academy, with the ei^ 
10 



ceftM ^ coQiiaufiUm dajrsv. irben we attefllded 
With the society* I uQiformly deliiRered three dift- 
ii(ouc0e« OB. the Saibbath to mj school; one mi 
.Wedoefbdajfin^ ;^ octciwjpaal' ^sconvaes. on other 
days. In^ severaT Qustances J received the kind asr 
sistaAce of Christian minsters from abroad, during 
this* revival; but not a solitary instance, ir witbii^ 
mf recoUeclioDv oC a nember of th» assiociatiqn 
caHing upon us, except my succe^or^ the Rev* 
Mr. fiyman. Nor d^ I reCxrilect of but one ior 
ilance^ in which one of them even mad^ the in<|u»> 
^ of me relative to the last revival. My school 
was aiq^pliedone Sabbath by excbangay oceauoned 
by a ceqneat of the ncirtk church in Cornwall^ 
which was then supplied by a candidate^ in^ order 
.that I, should admuuster to them the sacrament of 
the' siqifper^ Wheip 1 afterwards- in<i«ired of one oJT 
ihfi: deacons of tha^ churchy why they did ngt di- 
rect their oandidate to «xc|)ange with the miiustc^ 
who was settled iH the same town^ I understood hioa 
to say, that the nunister had tendered his services 
to theou especially when informed the church had 
directed their candidate to call on me for- that pur* 
|M»e ; but that he was infiyrmed the church^ would 
liot receive tbe communion from his handa. 

. It may not be improper here to r^unark, that two 
extensive r^^i^Als, apd one if not two of leas extent, 
appeared distinguishingly to emanate, under God, 
from the serious youth of my school, on their re- 
turn to their respective homefi. Such were the 
mercy and grace of God to perishing souls, who 
were m exposition to infinite purity. How em* 
phaticalty is verified the declaration of God, by the 
mouth of the prophet, <<I will bring the blind by a 
way that they knew not j I will lead them in paths 
that they have not known ; I will make darkness 
light before them, and crooked thii^psi straight." 
"Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy 
iiame be all- the glory." 
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An Academy htA been erected in €ireenviDe, 
Chreen coonty, N> T. in the yenv 1815* During 
file Bummer^nd^utamn of that Tear, I received 
twoTequests, by letter, to take the charge of it. fn 
the month of Noyember, if I mistake not, Aaron 
Hall, Esq. one of the trasfees of that institotion, 
cadled upon me for the purpose of engaging me to 
superintend that institution. As I was nnwilli^g 
then to relmqinsh my own, and especially under 
exfarting circumstances, I was constrained to de^ 
ctfne the proDosal. Mr. Hall proceeded to call on 
the Bev. W uliam R. Weeks, who was then supply- 
ing the south society in Washington. On his re- 
torn, he informed me he had not succeeded in icrib^ 
taiaing Mr. Weeks. He observed that the people 
in Washington were highly pleased with Mr. 
IVeeks, and wished his continuance with them; 
ftiat Mr. Weeks informed him, if he should teach 
a sclKkrf any where, he was under obligations to 
Mr* Beecher to set up a school on Litrafield hill. 
Within a short period after, Mr. Weeks was pre- 
Ta3ed upon to leave Washington and comply with 
Mr. Beecher*s request, by actually engaging in a 
school near his reverend solicitor. Hence the 
church and people of my native town were deprivti 
of a supply, by one in whom they were pleasingly 
united, by the soliciiation of Mr. Beecher. Seve- 
ral months after, I made inquiry of Mr. Weeks re- 
lative to the success of hi^ school. He informed 
me, if I rightly remember, the incomes of his 
Bcboiri were inadequate to defray the expenses of 
his own and his family's board. I could not but 
call to mind the ^evtrittf with which Mr. Beecher 
had censored me, at my (ate trial, for leavbig the 
nunistry, as he expressed himself, to teach a school; 
when I had for years supplied my people after I 
had engaged in m^ school; and even after I had 
obtained a dismission, had procured for them ex- 
tensively a supply, at mjf own expefise ; and fur- 
thermore, I had engaged in my school from the tir- 
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gmU rtquest of all around me, together with the 
united request of my church and people^ and taken 
this extra burden on myself for the sole purpose of 
preserving the society from being rendered extinct. 
But now Mr. Weeks is called {torn ^vacant church 
and people, still bleeding under recent difficulties^ 
who were desirous of his labours, and who, in all 
probability, would have invited him to settle with 
them; and by whom?, and for what purpose? 
As Mr. Weeks informed Mr. Hall, by the request 
of Mr. Beecher^ jet doubtless reeking in the crim-^ 
aoned glow of his prime argument to criminate me, 
when he was professedly ** acting 'the part of an 
attorney ;" and to engage in establishing a . net^ 
school, in itself impracticable, which had well-nigh 
beggared the Kev. Teacher. Surely, sable vest- 
ments, thought I, enshrine frail mortals. 

In the month of March, if I rightly remember, I 
was informed by a respectable gentleman in Litch* 
field, that Mr. Beecher had, on the day of my arri- 
val, been appraising his property, as I understood 
him,* to his endorser. On my inquiry for a more 
particular explanation, he gave me the following 
statement, as i received the impressions. ^< That 
Mr. Beecher had been adding house to house, and 
it seemed was pltcn^ed into debt to the amount, as 
general report stated, of about three thousand dol- 
lars." My informant observed, that it was under- 
fltopd Mr. Beecher had turned out, or made over, 
even his furniture to his endorser, as he was inform- 
ed at the bank, and still there was, a deficiency of 
about two thousand one hundred dollars.'' I ob- 
served, it was very singular Mr. Beecher should 
have so soon plunged Into all those evils, mih 
which he had so vehemently charged me, in his ar- 
guments, the preceding July. The gentleman ob- 
served, that Mr* B.'s treatment of me had been a 
subject of frequent remarks in that town. It is but 
justice, however, to observe, that Mr. B. found ex** 
tensiye rcjief iji his embarrassed circumst^ces. 
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Irom Uie abUity and liberality of a number of gen- 
tlemen in Litchfield. Common fame declares* tbat* 
seventeen or eighteen hundred dollars were speedi- 
ly contributed for Mr. B.'s benefit, on stipulated 
conditions, and thus the demands against him great- 
ly reduced. With respect to the complement of 
the claims, the writer has no knowledge. 

On my return home, reflectmg on the destitute 
aituatioh of Ellsworth societyf occasioned by a long 
and severe illness of their Rev. Pastor, and well 
knowing that Mr. B. had i^epeated assistances on the 
Sabbath, by clergymen from abroad who were oc- 
casionally at Litchfield, I thought proper to address 
a letter to him, for the purpose of procuring a Sab- 
bath's supply for the j;>ari8h, in their destitute situ- 
ation. The following is the purport, if not the 
exact phraseology of the letter. 

♦ ^* Sharon, March — , 18ie. 

*«Rj:v. Sir, 

" Our worthy pastor, the Jttev. Mr- Lyman, has 
been confined by sickness ever since January last.. 
For a^few weeks his life was despaired of. He is 
now convalescing, biit still confined to his room. 
During this, period, his desk has been supplied but 
two or three Sabbaths by neighbouring ministers. 
If it can consist with the supply of your own desk, 
to give him a Sabbath'^ preaching, I trCTst it will be 
gratefully received by him and his people. In 
that case, permit me io recommend to you a por- 
tion of scripture as a texf, for a part or the whole 
of the day, as you shall think proper : viz. Rom. 
ii. 1. * Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, who- 
soever thou art that judgest : for wherein thoujuag- 
est another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that 
judgest doest the same things.' Yoqr compliance 
will very much oblige yours, &;c. 

" DANIEL PARKER- 

"Rev. Lymax 3kecher»" 
10* 



1%^ letter was immeAatelr forwar^d to Mr. B. 
but no stipply rendered by him. And, indeed, it 
may be pakiful to state, that Mr. B. haB nerer since 
spoken to met although I have frequently passed sfr 
near him as even to brush his clothes, and full in 
his view. 

The trustees of Greenville academy again depn- 
ted one of their number, viz. Stoddard Smith, Esq. 
to call upon me, and if possible, to prevail on me to 
engage in their school. As the institution was new, 
the ssdary must necessi^ily be lower than in one 
long established and already flourishing. A little 
before this, t had been requested to go on to the 
westward, about two hundred and fifty mites, to 
take charge of an institution,«and supply a vacant 
church on the Sabbath, with a salary of two thou- 
sand dollars. I had also been tipplied to by Dr. 
Dwight, to whom an application had been made for 
a supply, to go into the neighbourhood of ttfe Black 
River, to^take charge of a seminary and supply a 
Vacsfnt congregation, with a salary of one thouHand 
aeven hundred dollars. As both the latter places 
were at a great distance, and it would be necessary 
fbr me to be near to Connecticut until my pecunia- 
ry difficulties should be brought to a close, J finally 
acceded to the proposals made me from Greenville^ 
of a salary of seveti hundred dollars a year, and 
also to supply a vacant church on the Sabbath,, at 
Cairo, nine miles distant from Greenville, for three 
bundr^d dollars. Thus^ from the necessity of a 
temporary residence near Connecticut, my labours 
Would be enhanced^Wyond what would have been 
required at either of the other places referred to,^ 
and my emoluments for my services diminished 
nearly one half. 

But in order even to accomplish this removal, I 
stipulated with the board of trustees at Greenville 
to advance me ei^ht hundred dollars, as a loan, 
which I received and carried on to Connecticut, 
jj^revious to my removal, and disbursed there^ hay- 
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tors to Mch ait estetat, ihal^ I ititw not cffady toither 
method, ^ijLttpt hy m tean, of raising one dollar of 

tho abOVB^QlB. 

Abotit the first of Ma^, IftlB, I rmxffytA'my ik- 
mfy to ^Jr^enrllby and toinoiencied my laboots iti 
compliance with iny ettgagoments. Slandtts the 
molt hairo and virutent, were rtry ahortly attempt* 
ed to hte thtxdAttA in that region, from Connecti- 
cut^ I traced nftany of tfatm to their aources, and 
i^as notalttdo mortified to find their origin. Al- 
tfaon|fa, for a thne, I i^as ati a ** stranger in a strange 
land, jret soon the shafts of calumnv, evidently di- 
re(rt6d with a careful aim, did not light npon Iny- 
self, bot reyerberated back, iti very general estima- 
ttoifi, upon their consj)icuotta ^tttftors. I had not 
long continned in my new residence, before I was 
assailed foy litigious expenses. Finding fliat these 
irould far exceed my earnings, t sought for'the be- 
nefit of the insolvent act, in the stato of New- York. 
Tfai& I obtained the 23d of May> 1817. 
-Previous to my removal from Connecticat I had 
petitioned the supreme court of that state for the 
benefit of the act of insolvency, ^he trid waa 
held at Litchfieht in August, 1816, at which time I 
gave my attendance; but my petition was nega* 
tived. The circumstancea were singular^ if not 
unpreicedentod. I deem it proper to give a rela- 
tion of them. Daniel St. John, Esq. had been my 
near neighbour, during my residence in Sharon, 
tnd had been supposed to be a man of handsome 
property and strict integrity. As such I had con* 
sidered him until near the close of the year 1814, 
Some years previous to this, he had pretended to 
be embarrassed by a lottery, of which he was one 
of Ae managers. It ha$ isince, however, I think, 
been ctearly apparent, that he received no pecuniae 
r;^ injury, but the contrary, having been deeply 
plunged into debt long before ; but most of Ins 
eebts kept contealed, even from the knowledge of 
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Ilk friends* In cancelliog his lotterj concerns, he 
had often called on me for aid^ or to lend my name. 
When at a certain time he called on me to be 
bound with him for about 1500 dollars, I refused. 
At this* he took offence. I was already holden for' 
him for several thousand dollars, and Mi unwilling 
to be further bound. Capt. Thomas- St. John, an- 
other of my neighbours, was holden for hira about 
one thousand dollars. As it was indispensibly ne» 
cessary he should have immediate aid, and Capt. 
St. John was unwilling to risk his own claims with* 
out security, he caUed on D. St. John, and inform- 
ed him he must secure both of us, and we would 
render hiorfurther assistance. This he did as we 
tl^en siypposed, by giving us an acknowledged deed 
of his home farm, which contained, probably, more 
than 200 acres of land, with ^I his buildings there- 
on; but it was stipulated we should not then put 
the deed on record ; that it- should be retainea in 
the hands of Capt. St. John, with a positive assu- 
rance he would duly inform him, if there was any 
hazard of our loosing our hold, in time to have it 
entered for record, and thus preserve our security. 
In consequence of this supposed security which 
was given years before the failure, in order to re- 
lieve his pressing necessities, I went in a very vio- 
lent storm and encoun^ring the darkness of night, 
to the distance of fifty miles to procure him funds. 
It was very frequent, indeed, that I was obliged, in 
the short period of a few hours notice, to raise and 
advance for him as endorser, to preserve my own 
credit as well as bis own, almost every sum, from 
ten to a thousand or thousands of dollars, and that 
for years together. In the course of concerns, we 
were indeed often mutual endorsers, and yet the 
deed he had given he had never, to my knowledge, 
deemed unessential to my^ security ; nor do I know 
of a. solitary instance of his ever advancing, as en- 
dorser for me, one shilling at ahy time. For seve- 
ral months before the failure, I was compelled to 
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acfVance, 48 endorser, almost aD his installftieiilf* 
Id the latter part of November, 1814, he «ra& pro- 
secuted for the noopayment of a bank note. liveii 
after this suit was commenced against him, I had 
negociated his concerns at banks, .except at one 
place, which he had engaged to attend to in tho 
mean . time, so that ft appeared probable I might 
jet carry him through. By his neglect to attend 
in due time at that place, as he had engaged, the 
tempest, suddenly' burst forth and I was carried 
down the current. 

Previous to this He had again and again assured 
mjself and others, that there was no encumbrance 
on hid home farm, of any kind whatever, except 
the deed above mentioned. This he express! j 
declared also, when he mortgaged a part of his 
fhrm, by consent, to the Bridgeport bank, to secure 
the payment of a claim against him. Very shortly 
after, it wais found he had spread a mortgage over 
the whole farm, many months before, to secure the 
payment of li>QO dollars to a gentleman in New^ 
Haven ; and the Bridgeport bank were finally com- 
pelled to advance that sum in specie, in order to 
raise that mortgage, for the purpose of retaining 
their own hold. Thus our claim by deed was en- 
tirely lost. 

Soon after the failure, ^r. Ezekiel St. John and 
myself, who had supposed we well understood {ot 
years, the amount of debts aqd demands of D. St» 
John» from his repeated declarations, on which we 
had placed entire dependence as correct, found by 
claims shortly presented by creditors, of which we 
had before no knowledge, about 5000 dollars ; andr 
in his demands agaiiist others, a deficiency of about 
3000 dollars, making a difference in his property of 
about BOOO dollars. At this we were greatly dis- 
appointed. 

A little previous to the failure, I ascertained that 
he had often been in the habit of raising sums of 
Oioney, by going to certain- individuals^ and telling. 



tkem I iratile^ 80 much money wM b«g]i a iajr/ 
wben I would retum it; and tkat I had requested 
Mm to call aad reoeive it. One oTbts cMtfacts <if * 
Alia descripfioD, wbieli be neglecled to ineet, of 
IM dollars, I was called jipen to die€har|e. Ob 
017 faquiiy ef Mr. St. John respecting it, he ac^ 
knowledged the fact, and Jiis apology was, tbalt he 
knew not liow otherwise to raise Uie money ; and 
believing he should be able to meet it wttfaotit the 
&ct ever ooming te my knowledge, he preeumei 
njpon it. I afterwards found by infermation, that it 
seemed he had oftentimes presumtd wpon ike 9ame 
fian btfore^ and had in some instances even come 
to me, on the day of payment, and informed me he 
must raise a given sum of money on that day, for a 
eertain object, and I must lend him the money wr 
he shtmld be in jeopardy. Thus, it wcwfld seem, I 
had repeatedly rememed my own name; given by 
bim in verbal pledge for a loan of which I had not 
tife least knowledge. 

^ It was now rendered apparent, that the integrity 
which we had uniformly attached to D. St. John 
was HI sieveral respects greatly impaired. I con- 
sidered myself to hare been greatly injured in pro- 
perty by him, and also knew bim to be indebted to 
me in a large amount. 

Soon after the failure, I reckoned witii hiin» and 
bis own book declared him to be indebted to me, 
within the short period of the last nine months^ 
illore than a thousand dollars, which he had not re* 
fmnded. 

One rery extraordinary and flagrant act of his 
1 shaH omit here, as it is connected with a -subject 
which irfll claim a place in the succeeding pages. 

In the beginning e^f the year 1815, 1 learnt tlmt 
D. St. John was using efforts abroad, to induce the 
belief that I had been the cause of his failoVe. 
This he dare not assert in my presence, as lie well 
knew the fact to be the reverse, and probably waa 
ilwffire that many of my neigfiboarB aisoluxew it t» 
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6e foli^t wb^ 1 tfttsf will hennrter dearly a^patr. 
1 dl4 itiot adopt ft»y BMWHires at tbi» tune to c<MUft' 
.teaiaot liis exertions,. beiogiiillycaiVFkiced that time 
and patiaoGd would eventuaUj eonrect the etiitf^ 
and oles^ljF e%hibk tha stata of ikcta. 

JUMiHt this time an atKNroejr pBom N«w*Harea 
^dtod oD^iae, for ^ haok daioa ef TdO doUaA. I 
biforaied hiai^ I hadf no- means for securing tfte debl^ 
aa.mj pi^operty was aK eaioumbered ; Aat D« S^ 
JctIhi wasimdabtfl4 to me a kurge sam of moneji^ 
aad' requested bkt t^ call on Md. St; Joiio» and Wh 
fdmabiva^ it wa»biiBrdtitj to secnee the pigment of 
Uie olaim,. and it should- apply on the monay ho 
ovred me«! l.uadbistoDd by tbe attorney on his ie> 
tiirti, that the cUkn was secured* I soon saw MtL 
SU J^hn, who informed me Ue had secured the 
j^laim ; ^and it was agreed it should apply in pajt- 
saent of my demand on him. Several times durinj; 
Ae.foilohRring snmmer he repeated to me his securi- 
ty of the claim. In Octoher following we werm 
both at New-Haveny and called at the office of tho 
attorney to see that the business was properly 
transferred, but to my surprise, I ascertained tbrt 
no security had been given by Mr. St. John. It 
aeemed^ the attorney was so highly gratified by se- 
enring a^note against Mr. St* John, the preceding 
wintoTt that when he called upon me on his return^ 
and I4nquired of him respecting the security of the 
claim» he had mistake!^ Sir. St. John's for my own. 
I then informed Mr. St. John, in the presence of 
the attorney, that he had often assurea me he had 
secured the claim, and it had been already agreed 
to deduct it from my demand against him. I had 
no other possible method of discharging it, and 
should consider him as holden by engagement to 
meet4t. Mr. St.. John, after this, was prosecuted 
upon the elaim by^the baidc and a judgment obtain- 
ed. Shortly after my removal from Connecticut, I 
was informed he was tmprisoQed on the demand, as 
It was expected he had tne ability to pay Jliut with- 
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lield it* This would indeed hare been a hard ease^ 
liad he not received all the money and much more« 
long before, and had assured me again and again, 
that he had secured it^' and it had even been con- 
sidered as deducted from my demand on him. 

It would seem, by inA>rmation, that Mr. St. John 
now ^ave full vent to his depraved feelings. With 
much labour and exertions, he ^ndeavoured to 
spread the belief, in Litchfield and elsewhere, that 
I was the sole cause of b\B failure ; that he was^ im- 
prisoned on my debt, which be had long since as- 
sumed ; and used vigorous exertions to defame and 
injure me. He, however, speedily took the poor 
man's oath, and thus cjinceUed his own as well as 
the debts of others. Tet it is highly desirable, that 
the declaration of a deputy sheriff of Litchfield coun- 
ty, afterwards made, should prove merely romantic. 
.1 understood him to use the following expression : 
<* that St. John had sworn out of gaol with a farm 
at his backy and that the farm was afterward attaehr 
^for dtbU ond holdefi.^* 

It was the August following that my petition 
came (Hi'for trial, and was negatived. A day or 
two previous to the trial, Mr. St. John set himself 
to work to oppose my petition. I have been in^ 
formed, by one of the two who were alleged to be 
the parties opposed to my petition, and that repeat- 
edly, that Mr. St. John procured the citation of«a 
number of witnesses in their nameSj without th^ir 
knowledge or consent, to endeavour to prevent the 
success of my petition, and even sent out of the 
state, but with sore disappointment, to endeavour ^ 
procure testimony to criminate me. Of this I shall 
take notice hereafter. Thus, by nefarious maivage- 
ment, distinguishingiy characteristic of its author, 
aided by an attorney who in many particulars* har- 
monized with him, probably, in principle and prac- 
ticcy although I believe it was generally considered 
that I clearly proved every point in the statute^.* 
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neice^mtjmd mqtfi»t^itp:t)je.^itk4 to my rei^iietf^ 
yet I recebod ajoegatixe* 

At the close of my jiebpol in ^SJbaroiu I bad claimB 
for Ittitioii tp tfae amount of between thirty and Cor- 
ty dollars^ against William Knapp, I^q. and otherSt 
ef Greennricb, in Connecticut. Mr. St. John .was 
ilidebted to BXr. Knapp to a large .amount, and had 
boarded his sons and. others in application of pay- 
ment. The preceding vacalion, Mr. St. John had 
applied to me to transfer Mr. Enapp's tuition bills ot^ 
about twelve dollars to him, as he wished to defray 
^1 Mr. Knapp's charges for schooling ; and assured 
me, if I would tomply with his request, he would 
coUect money from his other boarding bills, in a few 
days, and discharge my -bills. Induced to beiieye 
he would not make this engagement under existing 
^circumstances, without fulfilUi^ it, I consented to 
his proposal ; but his pledge was all the payment I 
ever received from him. As be was abgut to car- 
ry the young gentlemen from Greenwich home, at 
the close of my scfaool, he called and unblushingly 
requested of me to transfer the tuition bills then 
due me, to him, as I had done before. I refused ; 
assuring him I must have the money to pay oyer to 
Eoy assistants, and should make no more transfers* 
He then pledged himself to bring up the money io 
me, on his returnf if I would "^end the bills by him« 
I infocmed him, in the hearing of the young gentle* 
men, if he would bring the money and deliver it 
over to me, I would balance the bills. To this he 
agreed, and took the bills. 

On the same day, I entered on a journey of be-, 
tween two and three weeks, and left du*ections with 
my family 16 call oh him, immediately on his return^ 
and receive ihe money. On my arrival from my 
tour, I was informed, that Mr. St. John had brought 
me no money ; that as soon as he reached home, 
Mr. Peet, one of my late assistants, was desired to 
call on him and receive.the money. He called on 
11 
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Mr. St. John, bBtcouId not get any dmetanifirer 
from him. Mr. A. Sperry, who lived in my fami-. 
ly, was then requested to go and get it. He went 
ami asked Mr. St. John for the money^ fyit was m- 
, formed by him, that he had not received acent^of 
mon^-for me. Deacon A. Woodward was iKeii' 
requested to go and obtain the money^ as my family, 
were full in the belief that he had lM*ought it. He 
also went, but was assured by Mr. St. John, that 
he had not received a cent of money for me. More^ 
crver, be declared to Deacon Woodward, that he 
had turned my bills to Mr. Enapp's claims on him,^ 
and should become accountable to me for the mo- 
nay. At thia information, concluding iL probable 
that^e had thus applied my demand, directly conif 
irary to my consent and proposals, I resolved to 
say nothing to him on the suDJect, as I expectedf 
very soon to move^utof the state ; but immediate- 
ly on my arrival at Greenville, would write to have 
Mr. Knapp-remlt the bills, as under those circum- 
stances it could be no payment to me, although he 
might have applied it to Mr. St. John's debt, pre- 
suming that his son would well remember I had 
wholly refused any transfer of my ^claiiQ, and must 
receive the money. Accordingly, on my arrival at 
Greenville, I wrote to the Hon. R. M. Sherman, 
Esq. stating the circumstances, and desiring him to 
caH, on Mr. Knapp for my bilk. Soon after, I re- 
ceived from Mr. Sherman the following letter: 

« Fairjieldy {Con.) July 6/fe, 1816. 
"Dear Sir — Agreeably to. your request, I 
wrote to Wm. Enapp, Esq. relative to the school 
bills. They have ail been paid to Mr. St. John, 
u Mr. Enapp writes as follows : * My son and Doct. 
Belcher's say, that they called on Mr. Parker, and 
he told them he would not agree to have the bills 
applied to Mr. St. John's debt; that he wanted the 
money, and told Mr. St. John to receive the roo- 
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ney and brii^ it up. The nioney waB accordingly 
paid to Mr. St. John, for you:' 

<<R. M.SHEBMAN. 
« Rev. D. PARJtiBR.'' 

At this intelligence f was fndeed disappointed.. 
It is clearljr obvious, the falsehoods of Mr. St. 
John are not the onlj evils which resulted from this 
transaction. To render the subject evident, I have 
since procured affidavits of his repeated assertions^ 
that he had received no monej for me, which I sub- 
join. 

** I, Austin Sperry, of lawful a^e*, depose and 
say^ that about the first of April, 1816, 1, a^that 
tivae living in the family of tne Rev. D. Parker, 
then <)( Sha^on^ was requested- to go over to the 
house of Daniel St. John, Esq. and receive from 
him some money which, it was expected, he had ' 
brought from Wm. Knapp, Esq. of Greenwich^ 
from whence he had just returned, on whom I was 
mformed Mr. Parker had draVn an order, for be^ 
tween thirty and forty dollars for tuition bills, and 
sent by the sadd St. John, to the said Knapp, to 
receive and bring the money to Mr. Parker. I 
accordingly called on Mr. St. John, and asked him 
fot* the money, as I was requested. He informed 
me he had not got any money for Mr. Parker. Oa 
mentioiting that Mr« Parker had expected to re* 
ceive the money by him, of the Knapp bills, he re- 
plied, that he had not received a cent of money for 
.Mi". Parker. 

"AUSTIN SPERRY. 
" Sworn before me, at Sharon, the 

4th day of December, 1817. 

« ANSEL STERLING, Justice Peace." 

« I, Abel Woodward, of Sharon, of lawful age, 
depose and say, that some time in the month of 
April,^ 1816, 1-was requested, by Mrs. Parker to 
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catt^bn Dffiiiel St« JRolin, Esq* add receive domje 
monej which, it wal^ expe<5ted» be had brought up 
from Walk Kaappi Esi). ef Greenwich,* for tuition 
bills due Mr. Parker ; and that Austin Sperry had 
been over to the said St. John's to get the monejr, 
litit without success. I accordingly went to Esq. 
S'f. John and asked biui for the money. He re- 
plied, as my uniform impression has been^ that /le 
Aad not received a cent of money for Mr. Parker; 
thiftt Mr. Knapp expected the tuition, as well as 
board, to be turned to his, Sf- John's, account." 

Question by D. Parker. " Did you not derive 
the impression, from what Esq. St. John informed 
you, that he bad turned my claim for tuition, to Us 
account or credit with Mr. Knapp ?" 

Answer. ^« I did." 

Question. ** Did not Daniel St. John, Esq« in^ 
form you, in the summer #f 1816, (hat I had had a 
deed of his hoinested for several years, in conjune- 
tion with Capt. Thomas St John, for advancing 
monies for him ?" 

Answer. ^* I refceived that impression fro«i Bssf. 
St- John." 

«ABEt WOODWARD, 
« Sworn before m^y this 4tb^ay of 

December, 1817, at Sharof^. 

« ANSEL STERLING, Justice Peace.'* 

From the foregoing documents, I think it most 
clearly appear, that Mr. St. John was guilty, niM; 
only of ISepriving me of my just claims to a very 
considerable amount, (and whether the tran^actioin 
would fall under the appellation of breach of trusty 
frauds thefty or swindling^ is not forme to decide,) 
but the whole was covered with the foul crime of 
faUehood. Such was the man, then an active ma- 
gistrate, with whom J had to contend, busily en- 
gaged 16 deprive me of my property, reputation, 
and rights*, and such was the man Who clandesttn^^ 
1^ illttlted opposition t6 my p^tifi^^affd thus, CDH- 
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^Wy boA<4o Ham feltev «ftd spirit of tlit^ft&itiac, 
earned me to be depiired of what k juitly seciiMd 
by: lis prflp^iaittM* 

D«ty« impali^ me nat to-omit meiitioiini|^ that «t 
ibt hrki at Litchfield, Md. Phils Svift wpearad, 
reapetfting. whose ioeorrecl testimoajr at EUsworlh, 
kr JiBljr^ l^&ldy I have already- ooade parti^ar mew* 
tidflj. and testified preeiaeljr as he had done before 
when I proved his testiinony untrue* I hadbefofs 
iadalged ohar itj, that his erroaeous^teitiaoiijraMMie 
Irom unmtentionally combining two distinct thiagp 
together^ which, I had presumed, from explainiag 
and proving at that time ta be untrue, would impose 
om him oM^tions of gratitude foR the Csvoar thus 
rendered hm^ But^ when he soon after came and 
censured me for interrupting his testimony before 
tlie a»eeiation, I was constrained to doubt whether 
I had not always been deceived in the man. The 
readiness^ and' energy , with which he repeated the 
aame testimony before the ^perior court, at Litch- 
fiertd^ I confess seemed entirely to remove my 
d<Hibts. Mr. Ezekiel St. John and Doctor Cat 
hoen very soon observed to me, while yet in the 
€»>urt houses that ii was txtraordinaary thai Mr. 
Sfvift persisted in that testimony. For the accu<> 
racy of this statemeat, relative to Mr. Swift's testi- 
mony, I subjoin the affidavit oi Mr. Eaekiel St. 
John for its confirmation. 

<< I, Ezekiel St. John, of lawful age, depose and 
say, that 1 have heard read the account which Mr. 
Parker has given of his trial before the north asso- 
ciation of Litchfield county, at Ellsworth, in July, 
1815^ and find it to be correct, as I was present and 
witiM»s{»d the trial* What is observed relative, to 
J!ft^• Bcecher's seal and ^orts^ together with his 
uxguimf^s^ I think ar^jmtljf andfairhf represent- 
edi I considered bim to be very overbeaiiinsr^^mr 
reaaoiH»6{e) and abusive^ in his treatment of Mr. 
Parker^ and far exceeded the meekness (wd modesi 
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deportment of a minister of the gospel. Tl» 
X fltatement relative to the Rev. T. Stone is correct 
in all the particulars ; also as respects Messrs^ 
Perry and Harvey. Indeed, I do not know of a 
single point related^ which is not a faithful and jaat 
narrative. Moreover, the representation given of 
Mr. Philo Swift's testin^onj, I would particularly 
notice,. 18 a correct statement ; as is also that which 
i» given as the result of the association^ 

^ I furthermore depose andsay^ that oh or about 
the last day of August, 1816, Mr. Philo Bwift did 
testify, before the Superior court of the state o^ 
Connecticut^ at their session in Litchfield, precise- 
ly jto the same effect as he had testified at Ells- 
worth, before the association,^ in July, 1815, as 
itated by Mr. Parker, although Mr* Parker had 
clearly proved before tike association at the time of 
his testifying, by indubitable witnesses, that his tes- 
timony was ineorrect. And I well remember, that 
I remarked to Mr^ Parjcer, immediately after he 
had testified at Litchfield, that it was extraordina- 
iry that Mr. Swift should persist in that testimony .^ 
Such was- Mr. Swift'ls testimony in both instances, 
.under the solemnity of an oa^A, whatever mi^t 
have been his impressions. ' 

" EZEKIEL ST. JOHN." 
^^^i^ersonally appeared before me, Ezekiel St« 
John, being duly sworn, saith, that the foregoing 
affidavit is substantially true : before me, this 28tb - 
day of October, 1818, in the city of Hudson. 

" JOHN RAYNOR, Justice Peace." 

Ad the foregoing affidavit confirms, not only mjr 
statement relative to Mr. Swift, but also that which 
I have given in relation to the conduct of Messrs. 
Beecher, Perry, Stone, and Harvey, during the late 
trial, I deem it proper here to subjoin the certificate 
of Capt.' Isaiah Everitt, in further confirmation of 
tire extraordinary conduct of the above-named Retw 
elecgymetjii. 



'« I, Isdah B^eritt, hereby certify, tfaat I htwe 
heard read the account which Mr. Parker hat 
given of hia triaH before the north aasociation of 
liitchfield county^ in July, 1815» at which I was 
present and witnessed the proceedings. His states 
ment I conceive tp be a faithful and just narrative, 
o£ the facts and proceedings which then transpired. 
I perfectlyiiarmonixe in the affidavit of Mr. £ae« 
kiel St» John, relative to the statement, und par* 
ticularly as respects Messrs. Beecher, Perry, 
Stone, and Harvey. Indeed, there is not a point 
which I do not consider a fiiithful and tnie narra«\ 
live.. 

« ISAIAH EVEEiTT. 

« City ofHudsouy Dec. 3dy 1818.' 
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My sensations, in view of the proceedtngg in vSf 
rious respects at the trial of my petition^ at Litch- 
fie^I, were such as entirely to weain me from /the 
least desire to protract my existence in a state 
Ung celebrated for ^^ its steady hfibits,'' atlhoogh I 
still respected many of its inhabitants. I therefore 
most cheerfully took ray leave of it. On my re« 
turn to OreenviUe, I felt that duty impelled me to 
call on Mr. Swift to redress his untruths, of which 
1 conceived, him guilty ; and having an opportunity 
to>send directly to his house, I addressed to him a 
Kne in substance as follows : 

" Greenville^ SepK — , 181«, 
"^M'R.PHiiiO Swift. Sir — Tou will remember 
how you testified before the north association of 
Litchfield county, at Ellswwth, on the 12th of Ju- 
ly» 1815) and also that your testimony was the same 
on the last day of August, 1816,. before the Superior 
court of Connecticut, at their session a^ Litchfield* 
With your testimony I am wholly dissatisfied* 
This is^ therefore,, to give yoju notice, that if you 
sjpeedSly adjust this concern, it is well ; if not, you 
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- I Iiii£no partieidar infoMiitioft Irom Sfiv Bviiil^ 
iMlik tli« foUowhig aiimmer, except b^r comoM» 
&■•> that lie «oon> pfesentedm^ letter for iottp^lip 
Ikai to} aeme olthit Beigfabourin^ ^lergjr, aod* wait 
QMtrsoflMe 4iiiigtilar inuendoes, whiclv if true^W€r# 
MiMorc uiiKxiauntable*. Awtmer of the wkiieMM 
aeeeeaary te. be impro¥etd^> in case of a compWoll 
hmifwemafved exA of thatstaitov to what place I kMW 
iiot» I had, for this reason solelj, withheld a regnltt 
|>ro8eautioii against hini*) His after-conduct to- 
wards me will,, no doidtit,. afford ampJe evidetee of 
his anxious solicitude to mar my reputation : and it 
wS& be* Ie0witfa> the reader to- draw bis tmn infer- 
enees^ wfaellier it was, or was not, his wish to exert 
his inflnence to pisoeiire a cenmire to be passed ttt^Ni 
me^ and thus^by^ iftfuringmy reputation, posmhf 
pcevent a deteetieni of his own iniquity. 41 

After obtainiiig :tfae benefit of the insolvent' act 
i»rtbiaistnte in M»y'f Iftlf, which had been attend* 
edwsith a verf considerable expense, and I had 
pvenrup eves every article of household fumitare^ 
neoesBao^ beds and beddii^ excepted, I had fondt 
l|y indulged the h<^e that the severity of my trials 
were now to relax, iwd I migjit enjoy a respte frott 
a singular series .of adverse events. But it was to 
be far^ otherwii^. Th^ trials and sufferings I had 
abeaidy experienced were mere cor^ds in compa- 
risoir with those whick soon followed. 

Osftthe morning of the 5tlL of July, iai7, I was 
lDfi»«sed by the Rev. Berjah Hotchkin;of Oreen^ 
wteh, who had jfttt returooed from a visit to Cqb» 
neiQlteiit, that there^waamuchxlamoar there in tt» 
p«et to myself.. 1 iaqnired if he knew in what p»^ 
tiettlars? Hej.answ^ed he did notv I inqnued 
whether Messrs^ Be»chet and) Harvegr were loBiim 
formers relative to those clamours? He replied^ 



fiiey did name the subject to him. He their uKfuii- 
ed whether aome of the minntertf had not been ottt 
to visit me in his absence ? I informed him theift 
hftd not. He then related to me^ he was informed 
that a complaint had been presented ag«nst me, bo- 
fore the north association of Litchfield coantjr, sA 
4heir semianmml meeting on the 2d Tuesday of the 
proceeding J une, and a committee of four appoint 
ed by the body to make preparation for a trial ; 
two old ministers, Tia : the Bev. Messrs. OiUet and 
Hallock, to make preparation in Ihat quarter, and 
two younger, riz: the Rev. Messrs. B«sch 9mA 
Cowles, to come out to deal with me. He observ- 
ed, he knew nothing of their charges, or by whom 
the complaint was introduced.. This was the &at 
intell^ence I had received of any difficulty or ud- 
^aattieis in that region, since my trial in Juty, 1815; 
nor could i possibly imagine what they had selecl* 
ed at this thne as the ground of ehar^. 

Oo the morning of the 9A of Jdy, Messrs. Bemek 
and Cowtes called at my dvdiing in OreeneriUe. 
After furnishing them with as comfortable a brmAn 
fast as my habitation afibrded, I observed ta them 
ny study was at their service, and I would accons- 
pany one of both of them into it, if it waa desired. 
Mr. Beach rejriied, he wished for aw interview with 
me by ourselves. I retired with him. 

He expressed surprise, that I should have impiiv- 
jBd of him on his arrival for Mr. Cowles, who had 
Stopped at the tavern a little dbtance from my rs- 
ndence. I replied, there waa nothing mysteriona 
respecting it. He appeared to wonder how I 
sboidd know Mr. Cewfev was to accompany hios. 
I could not but even be suspicious from his susni- 
ciana, as he aeted nngularly ; apparently as if he 
isteoded to come upon me ^ like the vulture upon 
Ms prey,^' but seemingly indulged fears that I had» 
posaiMy by spies, discovered M their meanderinga^ 
aad there was danger of detectioOi I endeavouied 
to pacify his mind, that there was really no magic 



^H di« subject; that I surely had no spies out^ sEiid 
that he need feel no alarm on that account. I ac- 
knowledge I could not but think at that time, of the 
alarm which has sometimes been occasioned by the 
rustling of a leaf or a bush. His mind being appa- 
rently more quiet, I observed J had understood 
there was a complaint against me before the associ- 
ation. He answered there was ; but his surprise 
Keemed again to reyive at my having had know- 
ledge of this fact. I assured him I knew of no en- 
chantment on my part. I then inquired when the 
complaint was exhibited. He repliedat their meet- 
ing m June. I inquired who presented the com- 
plaint ? He answered he shoula not tell. I observ- 
ed, it was very singular there should be a com- 
plaint exhibited against me« and yet I must not be 
permitted to know who my accusers were. I claim- 
ed it was my right to be informed. He^ asserted 
ke should not ttlL I replied, you will tell me 
whether they are clergymen er laymen?* He an- 
swered he should not* 1 remarked, f thought it 
extraordinary that I might not know my accusers, 
that I might be prepared to incet them, t inform- 
ed him that I had, to his knowledge, suffered one 
persecution, and I was unwillmg to endure another. 
I then stated to him some unaccountable proceed- 
ings in their former efforts, which were • probably 
unprecedented in protestant countries ; and the sin- 
gularly active exertions, of some of the members of 
4hat assoeiatipn to procure a censure to be. inflictecT 
upon me. I observed, all this I had reason to fear 
had arisen from the desire of certain individuals^ 
to shelter their own improprieties^ and prevent 
4hem from being brought to light^ by endeavouring 
io bring infamy on myself. I added, if their ob> 
:ject was simply an invest^ation ofjacts, I had no 
abjections to any investigations, how extensive so- 
ever ; but if their object was a second persecution, 
I should wholly declim any inquiries. Mr. Beach 
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trerred the object was not a per$eeuKon, but 
plj an mvestigaiion of facts. I then demanded 
of him the information, whether the complaint waa 
introduced by either^ or allt of the following persona, 
viz : Messrs. Perry, Stone, and Harvey, clergy-, 
men, or Cyrus Swan, Daniel St« John, and Philo 
Swift, laymen. If it proceeded from al/, or either 
of these, I should totally object to any inquiries, aa 
I conaidered each one to tremble in view of his 
own iniquities, or Crimea* He answered, he should 
not tellj I must find out by the sequel. 

A charge was then exhibited of my borrowing 
money of Cyrus Swan in a criminal manner. The 
story, which I immediately reduced to writing, waa 
this : ^ that I waa in Sharon street at a certain 
time, and aa officer levied an execution on my bo* 
dy, on a claim of an hundred dollars, ai\d that I 
must either go immediately to gaol, or advance the 
money*; that I applied to Cyrus Swan to lend me 
the money, and promised him if he would render 
me the favour, I would replace it before sunset of 
that day ; that Mr. Swan considered the pledge aa 
m honorary one, feeling assured I should not under 
those xircumstances make such an engagement 
withQut punctually fulfilling it, and therefore ad- 
vanced the money, which I wholly neglected to re- 
mit to him, and thus violated my engagements.*' 

I informed Mr. Beach the story was entirely 
new to me, and I knew not from what it could be 
framed. In the 1st place, there never had been, to 
my knowledge, an exectUion against me before my 
removal, to he thus levied. 2dly, I defied them to 
produce an officer in Connecticut^ that ever had 
such an execution. 3dly, No such circumstance 
had ever taken place in any part of that state. 
4thly, I had not borrowed an hundred dollars of 
Mr. Swan sinte the failure ; and fithly, the sfbry 
was framed out o( fvfcple cZo(/i. 

It was then urged that I had used improper 
measures to obtain money from Samuel Skiff. 
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circuipAta&cea. 

Beftdif probably to ^^x^i^ile i^;buai«Q«8 pf :bii» 

Iftr. Cowlfis bfiieg c^tlod m^ to . hear . ^$. conyenn- 
tbn. I m»ui»dhiia I had #)Qiie» I ahEuild be pkaa- 
ed to have the ao6ei»bted.uiii>^erfi« h^ar. the coaver* 
aation. Mr. Cowka m^^ of course criled. m. 

It ia possible ^tfaat.AU^ejartides.of iaqiiirjrjer 
efaaj^e^will not be placed in the . same order in 
vhich they were iniroduced in the. ioteeview ; y^t 
I shall endeavour io arrange them as exhlbitedyjd- 
though the order is.yacied inthe complaint. TJbe 

E articular answers, alao, to some o( 4ke cdiarges, miH 
e .defenred to .fntuce pages, where .1 trust e^ich 
irill be fully anawered. 

A charge highly crioiiRal >in it» natuse, ,and Jio 
doubt designed to be faM inits; effiectf , was then 
exhibited, viz: *< that tb9idm9de.Si,f€d8eit£id(wii 
respecting the time in.whioh a certain noje wasr to 
be paid to the Bridgeport bank, signed by WUUam 
Lewis and others."- It was some time before J 
could possibly discover what was meant by the 
charge exhibited, or to what it referred. As soon 
as I could ascertain what was alluded .to, . I. ve^y 
speedily exhibited papers and documents, which 
doubtless any but those. wl2o. were bent on jpersecu- 
tion under the slightest pretence,' would have 
deemed amply sufficient to remove every impiita- 
tion. 

It was then urged, *< that I had greatly injured 
Daniel 8u John in his.property, and :was the cause 
of his failure ; .that 1 had given him ^ a statement 
of debts,' and thereby deceived him.'' 

I a^ured Mr« Beach, the fact was directly the 
reverse ; that my own mepioraivdum books . would 
exhibit it ; and no doubt the testimony of many of 
my old neJghbonra would confirm it. .Linquirednf 



iijm wfaether Mr. St Join Muld prodoca tneli t 
statement* lie vepHed, be could not find it. I 
informed hiai, i must conclude thit he could not, 
and that he veil understood it himself. 

Mr. Beaoh now sorely conp^Mned that I denied 
eeertf thing laid to my charge. I assured him his 
dedaratioB was uaaccopntaMe. I inquired, if 1m 
wiihed me t» acknowledge as true, things that wero 
loCldljr fUse and unfounded, because he saw it to 
charge them upon me, and ihw caiise me in reality 
to be guilty of fdsehoods ? Or whether he desired 
aplsdn and correct statement of facts, for the pop- 
pose of ascertainingtruth ? It did appear to me that 
Dothing short of ackoowleii^ed guilt on my part^ 
would answer his mind* 

I was then charged with criminality respecting 
^^ a printed . statement, or petition to the superior 
coifirt of the state of Connecticut, to be holaen at 
Litchfield on the fimt Tuesday of February^ 
1916." To this I replied, stating the circumstan* 
ces, and strict pn^ety of the statement ; and ae 
a further justification, I would cheerfully present 
him with a printed copy as a defence agamst his 
charge. 

H« was then pleased to charge me with being 
criminal, tn ** removing large quantities of house- 
hdd furniture from Connecticut into the state of 
New-York, while owing large sums to numerous 
creditors in that state, and the manner in which it 
was removed.*^ 

9ty replication, which undoubtedly would have 
been satisfactory to minds less desirous of censure, 
and who were wilting to view subjects rafionally, 
appeared, nevertheless, to be unsatisfactory to Mr. 
Beach. Tet it seemed ad if the difficulties which 
he might have imagined to be insuperable on my 
part, were in reality destroyed. He therefore com- 
plained, in the hearing of Mr.^ Cowles,' ^ it does no 
good to charge Mr. Parker with any thing, for he 
denies the whole.'' Bold and presumptuous man i 
12 
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I alwured him the world had never found me anjr 
other than an honeat man ; and I should not now 
submit to false assertions, merely because his ch^ir- 
ges would gain countenance by so doing; or the au« 
Ihors be gratified b^ my crimination ; that he well 
knew, had there been a solitary act of dishonesty, 
or untruth, on my part, they would not have resort- 
ed to such pitiful measures to criminate, and adopt- 
ed clandestine means to bring reproach upon me* 
They would manfully have seized upon a real fact, 
as a just ground of censure. 

An attempt was then made to renew the old 
charge relative to John Tallmadge, Esq. whicb 
had before been through the mill, and dismissed. 

I replied, it was indeed singular that this should 
again be resorted to, when by the letter of Mr. 
Tallmadge, and also other credible testimony, it 
had been abundantly proved, that the charge was 
^^ like the baseless fabric of a vision ;" and when I 
had, furthermore, filed a complaint against one of 
their number for unchristian conduct, in introdu- 
cing it as a charge, as he had been previously assu- 
red by the person, who of all others must have 
been the first to be dissatisfied, that there was no 
cause of charge ; and that it seemed they even al- 
tered their constitution by a verbal motion at the 
time to which I had cited the respondent for trial, 
possibly to shield him as well as others who were 
in like situations. Mr. Beach then denied the al- 
teration of the constitution at the tim^ referred to, 
as I had stated. I assured him^ if their records 
had been correctly kept, they would testify the 
alteration. Mr. Cowles observed, it was a fact 
that the constitution was altered^ as I had specifi- 
ed. Mr. Beach finally conceded that point. I 
then presented him with the letter of Mr. TaU<- 
DKidge, which I have already inserted. He ap- 
{)eared to read it with disappointment, and it waf 
.finally (;ppied. 



Mr. Beach suggested, after this^ several oAiet 
charges ; one of which was, that he signified there 
was something improper, if not criminal , on my 
part, relative to the late revival in my school at 
Sharon. I inquired if I was criminal, because there 
was a revival among the youth of my school ? He 
replied, it was not considered to be any efforts of 
mine, as it was agreed upon, or supposed ; but to 
be attributed solely " k> the prayers and efforts of a 
pious young girl,^' whom I had employed as an 
Instructress in my school. I assured him I claim- 
ed nothing myself. If it was my work, it was 
surely good for nothing ; I could have no favorable 
opinion of it whatever. I trust he will well remera- • 
ber I put the inquiry to him, whether this was not 
the probable reason why an account was not given 
of that revival the next spring, by the delegates 
from Connecticut, to the general assembly of minis- 
ters in Philadelphia, when they had been partico^ 
lar to mention other revivals generally in that state, 
and especially in the female school at Litchfield ? 
I added, there had indeed been two revivals in the 
institution at Greenville, since I had the charge of 
it ; and instances of individuals in two other places 
where I had rendered supplies, but I claimed no 
m^it in either case. Yet I was truly astonished 
that I should be criminated, and that too by a min- 
ister, because God, who is a sovereign, was pleased 
to accomplish his own work in his own way. Mr. 
Beach then observed, he would not be understood 
to exhibit this as a charge ; yet thought it proper 
I should know how they felt on the subject. Won- 
derful, surprising comprehension ! *' Lord what 19 
man." 

Another charge was anticipated, and that oppor* 
tunity improved to exhibit it. It was this. " It 
was not expected I would appear before the supe- 
rior court, to be holden at Litchfield on the third 
Tuesday of the next August, and save my bail in 
a suit then pending.'^ 



i signified, that it was truly j^id tliey f boidd be 
aind^r the necesBitj of reBorting to uwiicifaM 
^argeSi as a ground of censure, even to tkiuga 
-which did not exist* It might be reasonably ex- 
jiected that their watchfulness and solicitude to die^ 
«over Bonie baitings, which they might niake a just 
-ground of censure, to inflict a deadly wound, might 
prove successful, without resorting to anticipiii^d 
iiharges. Yet I would cheerfully pledge mys^ 
they woidd not be successful on that charge, for I 
•hould surely attend at Litchfield, life and health 
permitting, and save my bail. . 

Mr. Beach then had the goodness to inform me, 
the association had adjourned to the 2d Tueedajf in 
August, to meet in Cornwali, for my trial; 

It was impossible to express my astonishment at 
euch an unaccountable procedure! A complaint 
had been presented before their body, by whon I 
jBust not know, and the day of execution fixed up* 
on at a time when they well knew it would be im- 
possible for me to attend ; and it was net m their 
power, or that of any oihera at that Itme, to give 
me a safe conduct to attend ; and the time neot^ 
/ia(^ elapsed from the tntry of the complaint to the 
dag of execution before I had the lea^ knowledge 
of the subject, or that I had given any occasion for 
sufiering ; and furthermore, that their charges could 
not be supported, were I permitted the privilege 
of defence, and also that I must be there the next 
week, and could be protected in my attendanc<& ; 
yet in this situation I must encounter, among oth- 
ers, an anticipated charge^ as already crmtnof, 
and be^rt€il,and perhaps condemned upon it, one 
iveek before the criminality could exist ; and which 
.charge might actually be done away one week ef- 
fer, (although it would then be forever too late,) 
should I appear at LitchfieM, which I mi^ 
safely do under the protection of the courf. 
^ Surely, thought I, t|iis is hard ! I'had alraost begun 
to examine whether I wapi in Spam, italyi or Tac- 



kef. Comnoii iayi»twim> wmM Me« 46 liietele 
ifcitt I <)oidd «ot 1mm beisn w jAdnerica» And espe*- 
idbHy ui 4he highlj iawHrad seclioti «f the Unitei 
Slates. T^«D3p0Ui«Mrdiiiid,Mf.Beiich;iM»ae 
A«itil, aod im the Mtive ^Mfihtfrfe of the duties of 
Im mistioD. i rtMr^ied ftt once le hioi* tlm ra 
«U a pr^concetMl flan i6 amMhum me mdHord, 
mnd wUhairi a» oppcrtunUgf qf 4iftne€s tkai the 
^ewbmatian wem ^Umrlg iisMOftmble from iku 
w^k cinmmiUmce^ nnBte tiiere no oimr»> I » 
tGH*Bied hjiis, it was ^ubtlesB wibH Jcbowo bjr wtnmt 
"oi tbM 'bod^, tJiftt the cbarges f^iast «iie, in •ya^r 
instonctj w«re wliollj uslbindfedy and that tkej* 
«itglit with ^qoal pM|)rjety have been exhiMto4 
agaJoBt any ^e^ker clei^gy man io thia atate* ao te as 
J iiftd anjr ^cmoBal knowledge oi iht fM^ta. I oniy 
asked Car the opportunity ^ defiance, and I woiiM 
<^eerAilIy aaeet theiir cbargea. And to me it an^ 
ipaared obvioiiSy Ihey were awltfe I conld waafo^ 
Bieet th«is» or thia 6^|iej*tii»ity «^ d^nce #oakI 
lutve iieen .gi v«n me* The 4»Uioipaied charge ap- 
peared to be clearly in |»roof of Ihia* Further* 
morfij were they wiUii^ to meet en reatosable 
fpounda, it wonld have been granted. The time 
tof triid would not have beem fixed upon, anterior to 
that for which I had already received an anticipa^ 
ted charge of a crime. This affords evidence 
Ihere was not i^fnorofiGe of the time in which I 
iBuat be in Connecticut to save my bail. And it is 
f^learly obvious, they fvell knew the time of the «e»- 
aion of the court in August^ whiclrhad been regu» 
larly established for many years ; or if they ktd 
even forgotten the da^ of the session, there was 
doubtless an almanac,, or register, in the room where 
they were convened, or at most, near at hand, with 
which they might easily have corrected their me^ 
anories, had there been a disposition to give an op-» 
^ortunity of deience. It must surely have beea 
clearly apparent, had their time of triaJ been defer* 
red another week,.! could readily have takeuapro^ 
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tection from the court, and convcnicntljr hare giren 
my attendance, wiUiout any interference wi& the 
suit then pending. Hence the proofs were com- 
plete, that I was to be debarred of any opportunity 
of defence. Furthermore, it was apparent from 
one of the charges, at least, exhibited, that I was 
endorser on the paper of one of their active agent$ 
in the prosecution, and who was the principal 
cause of my failure, probably from 6 to 8008 dol-^ 
lars, a circumstance, no doubt, well understood by 
some of the association, for which reason it would 
be impossible for me to give my attendance without 
a protection. All these circumstances clearly 
proved -ft combinationj or plan^ to condemn me 
uvUhout cause or defence. AH I asked were factSf 
and the privilege of defence. Mr. Beach then in- 
formed me the association had heard that I had 
obtained the benefit of the act in this state, and did 
not know that I could mfely go over the line. 
They had agreed therefore, said he, if you c^nn^t 
safely come over the line, at the time of trial, and 
will request them to adjourn to a future timcy and 
come over the Ztne, it shall be granted. I assured 
him I would be perfectly satisfied with that condi- 
tion. If they would give me the opportunity of 
' defence, it would be all I claim£d. He gave me 
to understand, this was already agreed upon. 

During our lengthy conversation, Mr. Cowles had 
been merely a spectator. They withdrew and con- 
ferred for some time together. On their return, 
I inquired whether I had not satisfactorily answer- 
ed all their charges* It was signified, there were 
members of the association who could not easily be 
appeased ; that if they were, to report satisfied f 
there would, no doubt, be others appointed, with 
whom it would be still more difficult for me to nego- 
tiate. I was therefore advised, to let the inquiries 
have an investigation. It however appeared as i% 
they were ondetermined what course to pursue* 
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The nextmornkig Mr. BeacK inquired of a«, 
whether I was willing to acknowledge the second 
step taken, without retracing the charges, as Mrl 
Cowles, who had been sent out to accompany him 
in a second step, had heard the most of our conver- 
satioD, and my consent would expedite the business. 
I replied, if it was anj gratification to him, I would 
give my consent* He then presented me with a 
complaint containing their articles of charge ; and 
also a citation to appear before them at the appoint- 
ed trial. Tbey were as follow ; 

^ To the Rev. Peter Starr, Moderator of the NoHh 

Association of Liitchfield county, Connecticut. 

<* The undersigned, in obedience to the laws <^ 

.Christ, presents through you to the association, for 

nvestigation, the following statement: That, as 

appears probable by information given by sundry 

individuals, the Rev. Daniel Parker, a member of 

this association, has not within the two last years, 

and with respect to some things previous which 

were not investigated in his former trial, maintained 

that regard for truth and been governed by those 

principles of integrity which are essential to the 

(Christian character, and especially to the character 

of a Christian minister. With respect to his not 

having maintained a due regard for truth, reference 

is had to a deposition or testimony respecting the 

time in which a certain note was to be paid, given 

to the President, directcMrs and Co. of the bank of 

Bridgport. 

<< Also, to a statement of his debts* made to Da- 
niel St. John. 

<* Also, to a printed statement or petition made to 
the Hon. Superior court of the state of Connecti- 
cut, to be holden at Litchfield, on the first Tuesday 
of February, 1816. 

' ^* And to the nonfulfilment of promises made to- 
Samuel Skiff and Cyrus Swan. 
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^ la Uf Mt btmg gmermd hf Ihe pmelpkn of 
tntegrkj, rtSerence h kail !• the nwnMr is wUdk 
be i>liftBiii0d JDfmef from €|riMts Bwaii a»d ISmnMitl 
fikiS: 

^ AJsa^ to JiistMBTOsring fNropcsrtf to the ovoMiit 
]iedidoatofdie«lmto» wUle «vt9g fai^ ftaow to 
MneroQa Greditons, andtodie mamrar ia which ^t 
iid it 

^ Hrnag rocoivod ithe abom sinformatina £rtm 
aNirces wUch the andenigaod was bomid to m* 
spect, he has laboured with his brotiRr Paifcer oa . 
the subject, and obtaining no acknowledgement of 
Ae £mAM allegedt he has i§keu with him a brother of 
the aaaociatioii, who has faithfully imitod with him. 
ButatilliiiliBgto obiua the Christian satisfaction 
which is diie, if die fads alleged are substaotaatedL 
ar an acknowledgement rf the fact themselves, the 
•abject is now referred to the association for their 
tovesfigatilia and diiif>osal, at their extra sessiM to 
beinlden ia Ccarawail south meeting-house, on the 
ad Tuesday in August, 1817, at 10 o'cbck A. M. 
together with the in&rmation obtained, for whicdk 
refenenoe is made to Philo Swift, Daniel St. John, 
fisddel St. John, John Lord, Samuel Skiff, Hiram 
Whstcomh, Cyrus Swaa, John Tallmadge, ai|# 
wfthers ; desinng that his fathers and breSiren o£ 
this venerable body may be guided by -ChrtstiaB 
sneekness, tondemess, and iaithfuiness, and ^Ihat 
that light which shaU save from error may be ob- 
toi8ed4 

"JAMES BEACH- 

'' 4jheen9ilU,JMkf lOth, ifil7«" 

^^ The foregoiog is a true copy of the original. 
«« Attest, JAMfiS BEACH, 

"PITKIN COWLES." 

The citatioii presented was ia die foUowios 
words: 
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^ To Iht Ret« DmimI P«rker. Tou tre heidby 
fttraHB«med to ajipiear before tbt Norlk AatocbtioB 
of Iiitchfieid covdIjt, CoDoecticut, of which 70a tie 
« member, on the •eeond Tuesday of Aogntt next, 
at tbe aoiieh meeting-hoase in Cornwall, at ton 
o'clock A« M. then and there to answer, before aaid 
asBociatiOD, to the comnlaint of unchristian conduct 
wHli whieh you have this day been senred. 
''JAMBS BEACH, 
<« PITKIN C0WLEi3. 
'' In the name and actnig in behalf of 
the association. 
"«• ehrunvUU, Julff IMA, 1817.'* 

On my perusal of the foregoing complaint, Mr. 
Beach observed, brother Parker , you will partictt- 
}y notice, there is no comptotnl againHgtm ; ifcese 
«re only inquirita; and gave me to understand^ 
there €Ould not be trny censure peiwd upon me te* 
fore a complaint rvas presented. This will account 
for my frdquent use of both terms, ** inquiries'* or 
*^ charges/' Bat it seems the term <* inqwrietf* 
iras never after made use of by theai. At the Iri^ 
they were expressly caUed Mid treaied as '^eJbnr- 
^," nor was the trouble taken to file mnsih9r 
^ complaint.^* 

I had before observed to Mr: Beach, and again 
repeated, that on his important or fatal charge rela- 
tive to my affidavit, would they only call on Dr. 
Calhoon and William Lewis, they would be per- 
fectly satisfied my affidavit was entirely correct ; 
and it would supersede any necessity of the asso- 
ciation's meeting at the time to which they bad ad- 
journed. I derived the assurance, that they should 
be called upon and conversed with. Mr. Beach 
. further engagedy that should there not be entire 
satisfaction from conversatbn with the gentlemen 
above named, there should be no decision against 
n^e at Comwallf if I could not attend in person. 
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I then requested Messrs. Beach and Cowles id 
Stcconipaiiy me to Parson Hotchkin'S) to ascertain 
whether he would be willing to attend at Cornwall, 
as agent for me, at the approaching trial. They 
accompanied me when I obtained the engagement of 
Mr. Hotchkin to attend, extraorditiaries excepted. 

Mr. Beach, before his departure, observed as be- 
fore, that the association had agreed or signifitd^ if 
I could not attend the trial at their adjourned 
meeting, but mould send a request for them to ad- 
journ to a future time and place, it should he done; 
and added, he would use his utmost influence to 
have it accomplished at any rate. Further-more, 
the engagement was renewed to confer with Messrs. 
Calhoon and Lewis ; and should not entire satisfac- 
tion be obtained by conversing with them, there 
should be no decision against me at Cornwall^ 
even should I not send a request for an adjourn- 
-ment. Hence from this double pledge^ I indulged 
the expectation of a fair opportunity of defence, 
and rested in some measure contented. Thus they 
'departed. 

The preceding statement of my interview with 
Mr. Beach, I have exhibited to Mr. Cowles, and 
desired him to inform me if there was any particu- 
lar which was not accurately and justly represent- 
ed. After having gone carefully over every point, 
he observed to me, that he knew of nothing which 
was incorrectly stated. 
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SECTION IV. 

On reflecting upon the subject, after their de« 
partiire, it appeared to me clearly evident, it would 
be. wholly improper, for several reasons, to suffer 
any investigation of the subject at their adjourned 
m^ing^ at which it would be impossible for me to 
attend. I well knew there were members of that 
body, who not only had been declared by one of 
their number to be ^^ hoMe towards ute," but their 
own conduct had abundantly proved this fact in va- 
rious instances, afid that very great exertions had 
been made by them, at different times, to procure a 
cemsure to be passed upon me. The late unex- 
pected and singular proceedings afforded renewed 
evidence, that their exertions were not in the least 
relaxed, but evidently increased. Under these 
circumstances, no agents, not personally acquainted 
with all the particulars, could possibly be instruct- 
ed so as to be enal^led to trace them in their mean* 
derings, which might, in all probability, be calcula- 
ted to be as multiform as the '* hundred headed 
Hydra/' if their former proceedings had afforded a 
just specimen of their dispositions and intentions^ 
and thus discharge an act of duty and justice to 
one, unjustly implicated by charges, in attempting 
his defence. Moreover, should there be even a 
partial investigation, and the subject then deferred^ 
without any decision, to a future time, unjust insinu- 
ations and representations might justly be expect- 
ed to produce prejudices which the clearest proofs 
could not, but with extreme difficulty, eradicate: 
Further, that it would be improper for certain 
members of that body to act at ail in my trial, which 
probably could not be prevented without my personal 
attendance, as neither guilt or modesty, if they 
conducted as on former occasions, would be expect- 
ed to restrain them ; and those persons, no doubt, 
the active instruments in introducing and promoting 



the yroBeeutioii. In addition, it seemed to be reii>* 
dered OMNraUy certain, froai the apparently unpce* 
cedented measures already adopted and pursued, 
that I anist encountef no ordinary ^mufwe of trials 
dnd tkat the usual defisace and proof of entire iuMK 
eeace^ which jperbaps in any othev case wmU b» 
perfectly satisfactory, wonld aflSsrd but feeble de« 
finee against censnre^r Wifli these impresMOW^ 
flbr experience bad abeady taught me a painM km^ 
eon retatiTe to some ef tibe charaetera against wbon^' 
i mnat nov contend for my rights, I applied t» 
aome of the ablest divines, in the section of cowh 
try in which I resided, for counsel and advioe* i 
•sfaihHed to them all the documents and facts of 
which I was possessed, ip order to gi«re them a 
elear and Mi understanding of the s^ject. Thek: 
ndrice was invariably in onison with my impres* 
aions already snggeeted. They remarked, tha^ it 
would be strictly improper, and that I ought by no 
means to consent to any investigation, when and 
where I should be debarred a personal opportunity 
of defence. That it was obvious all the membew 
of that body ovgfaf by no means to be permitted to 
flit as judges on the trial: that reputation was too 
dear te be bartered by a volu^ary ov eompotsory 
deprivation of defence ; and that alleged criminafai 
were always entitled to the privileges of being 
heard and indulged in a personal vindication. I 
was advised, tberefiMre, lo send forward to the 
board, by an agent, a request that a joint comnattee 
might be appointed, to iovest^ate and decide on 
^ inquiries or charges exhibited, and lat their dc^ 
cision be finals not even objecthig to the appoint- 
ment of any of their members, howev-er virulent, te 
belong to this committee. If this firat pn^oeitioii 
should be refused, then te have a second request 
presented, in accordance wilfc their owti pr^pombf^ 
via. to request them to adjourn to^^ a future time and 

Slace, and come^over the state line,* that I might 
ave an opportunity of 4sfence. Ht was eonfidmt*^ 



mbuscs^^^ 



U7 

ly believed tke first cequeat wenld he eempUed 
with, as it must on aH hsods be acknowledged to 
be resflioiiabi^y und in accordance witb common 
usages. Biit sbould tiliere be an unaccountable rti- 
Jection of it, the second request niiould secessarilj 
a^cupe me the ofuporiuoity of personal defence. 

Tbeir advice I grafefuUj received. I drew up 
my -commmiications and exhibited them for is- 
apection, which being iqpproved as suitable and pro- 
per^ I forwarded to the BBSocjation bj the Rev. Mr- 
BotohkiQ. The communications follow. 

^ To the Moderator of the North Association of 
likitchfield county, which Association is to be 
•convened, by adjournmenty at Cornwall, on the 
second Tuesday of August, 1817." 
*^ Rwv* SiR*^Wbereas an inquiry 'has been iur 
^Huted, in relation to myself, before your Rev# 
body,' and the second Tuesday of August instant 
. assigned to attend the investigation, i desire, sir, to 
commiinicate t9 you, to Jay before that venerable 
board, several considerations highly important^ and 
as I think, reasonable, in order to a candid and 
i^hristian examination of an inquiry so interesting to 
jx^y awn character, and deeply involving the inte^ 
fests of the Redeemer's kingdom* Fully persuad* 
,ed that all the lovers of Zion's cause would desire 
io be actuated by christian meekness and proprie- 
iy:, in a ooBcepn of so great moment, I would sug- 
.gest, in the first place» the indispensable necessity 
o( my heing enabled to attend, in person, to an in- 
quiry in which I have so deep a personal interestj 
a.nd that it is impossible, in the nature of things^ 
that any exAstiluiea can be informed, in relation to 
inquiries, so as to be enabled to do that justice in 
the investigation, which one who has a personal in- 
terest and knowledge of the instituted inquiries will 
he enabled to do. 

2dly, It is well known, I cannot attend in Con- 
4P«cticut without b0iii|g liable to arirest and immediate 
13 t 
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confinement in prison, and therefore am precluded 
from an opportunity of making that defence which 
every person would claim as his just right when 
thus arraigned ; and to grant which, would be but 
acting on the principle of dping as one would be 
done by. Under these circumstances, that I may 
have a favourable and suitable opportunity to vin- 
dicate my own cause, so far as truth and duty im- 
j)ose upon me to discharge to myself, and the cause 
of the great Head of the church, and from which 
investigation I would by no means consent to be 
screened, on any consideration, permit me, sir, to 
suggest the following proposal, viz. that four mem- 
bers of Litchfield north association, whom you shall 
be disposed to designate for that purpose, conjoint- 
ly with four ministers from this region, whom, if 
you please, I will name, although I am not tenacious 
of naming them, be a hoard to whom to refer this 
investigation and decision, and fix on a reasonable 
length of time for preparation, and also place of 
meeting, say in Northeast or Amenia, in this state, 
where I can attend in person to the investigation, 
and I will cheerfully abide their decision. One , 
consideration for this proposal is, that it i» impossi- 
ble, even among the best of men, that reports circu- 
lated abundantly in the absence of one, who bad not 
for a time even the knowledge of what was in cir- 
culation to the injury of his^ character, nor the least 
opportunity to vindicate himself against such re- 
ports, should have insensibly excited prejudices in 
1he mind, which might be calculatea to operate 
strongly, though not intentionally, against even en^ 
tire innocence, and therefore render it the more 
difficult to coibe to the light of truth. I ask only 
for the light of truth, and la decision in accordance 
with truth, and that from a board as far as possible 
uninfluenced by the least prejudice or prepossess 
siQU. I wish by no means to be screened from cen- 
sure and punishment, if I am justly deserving, and 
by no means to evade a thorough and fair investiga- 
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tion of inquiries. Nor would I in the leastTntlhQ* 
ate, that any of your venerable body would act 
under the influence of prejudice knowingly or in- 
tentionally; but only suggest, that under exist- 
ing circumstances it would not be uncharitable to 
imagine, that prejudice might have insensibly and 
imperceptibly gained some ascendancy over the 
minds of the best of men. My own character is in- 
deed of interest to myself, to my family and con- 
nexions, if not to others. And who is there that 
does not placjc a high estimate on his own character, 
if it is or has been considered worthy ? And who 
would not desire a suitable and fair opportunity to 
vindicate his own dear character from attacks, if 
there were just and reasonable grounds to vindicate 
it. I do not design to make any unreasonable re- 
quest, that any person probably would not consider 
suitable, under similar circumstances, to ask ; or in 
the least degree to deviate from the principles of 
propriety, in asking of others what others under- 
like circumstances would ask in turn. With these 
impressions, and a full persuasion that you desire to 
be influenced by duty and propriety, and seek for 
nothing else but the light of truth, and to be govern- 
ed by that light, permit me to name the following 
respectable clergymen, to unite with four whom 
you may designate from your association. I should 
name, as the first of these,, the reverend and vene- 
rable bearer of this communication. Father Hotch- 
kin, were it not from the consideration that I reside 
in the same village with him, audit might be thought 
thatl may have used efforts, if it were possible,, to 
produce in him prepossessions favourable to my- 
self, without leading to the whole knowledge of 
facts. I therefore pass to say,- Rev. David Por- 
ter, D.D- of Catskilf, Rev. Seth Williston,*of Dur- 
bam, Rev. Henry B. Stimson, of Windham, and 
Rev. James Jewel, of West Durham, unless there 
should still be a preference, notwithstanding the 
above surmise, for the Rev. Beriah Hotchkin, dnd 
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iknft mntt fke Rev. Mr. Jewels The high repate.- 
lion of all these worthy ministers is doubtless welf 
known to all of the association, if there is not a per- 
sonal acquaintance with all; and that thej sre 
fathers and brethren in whom jou can repose the 
firmest confidence. If with four of the aboye na- 
med, united with four whom you shall designate 
from Litchfield north association, to m^t, say, in 
the month of September next, if you please, near 
the Spencer place, so called, in Northeast, wl^ch 
is within about half a mile of the Connecticut^ne, 
and which will render it nearly as convenient for 
your members, aud also the witnesses to attend, as 
to meet in Connecticut ; and where I may have the 
opportunity of attending in person to the investiga- 
tion, I will esteem it a privilege and a right which 
you will generously bestow at my request, and I 
will cheerfully abide their decision. The Rev. Ofr. 
Hotchkin, the bearer of this, who appears at my 
request, is authorized to fix on the time and place, 
and make such arrangements respecting it, aa I 
would claim to myself to make were I permitted to 
attend your present meeting. And I wish it to be 
particularly remembered, that it will be wholly- im- 
proper at the present meeting of the association, in 
which it is impossible for me to attend, to have the 
least investigation of any inquiry. I must, there^ 
fore, wholly and absolutely dissent from the least 
effort of the kind. I trust that no fathers or breth- 
ren of the association would, under similar circum- 
stances, be willing that an investigation, in nhich 
they were deeply interested, should be entered up- 
on when they earnestly desired^ but could not at- 
tend, to vindicate their own characters, or at least 
have the opportunity 'Of bringing subjects clearly 
and fully before a tribunal for investigation. The 
Rev. Mr. Hotchkin, therefore, appears for me and 
in my behalf, merely te make arrangements, fai or- 
der that I may personallpr attend to the investiga- 
tion of the proposed subjects of inquiry, which I 
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eiaifii to be reiBoimbky but from iriiich I am wnw 
vhoUy debwrned an attendaDca; and briber thas 
this hia powers do not extend ; not aroold it be rea- 
sonable to grvnt greater powers to any homvi being 
under tbese circuinstances. That jou may be di- 
rected from OQ bigkf in the paths of duly and pro- 
priety. Is the sincere desire of^ reverend sir^ your^j 
&c. DANIEL PARKER. 

» eh-emviUe, August Itk, 1817. 
** Bar. Peter Starr, moderator of the , 

North Association of Litchfield 

county, to be comamnicated/' 

The above^ communication was directed to be 
presented first, without then making mention of any 
other* If it ahonldbe rejected, Mr. Hotchkm was 
requested to present the second. 

** Rev. Peter Starr, Moderator of the North Asso- 
4Jatioo of Litchfield county. * 

<<R£V. SfR^ — If the proposal is not acceded to 
which I have already, made, by the Rev. Beriah 
Hotchkin, there is but one proposition more, which 
ID the nature of things cap be made^ viz. that the 
association adjourn for a reasonable time, and then 
meet, say, in Northeast, as specified in the other 
communication, so as to give me an opportunity to 
attend in person to the necessary investigation. 
Tlie reverend bearer is authorised to make the ar^' 
rangements for that purpose, as the last and otily 
resort ; nor do his powers extend any farther. If 
neither of the above propositions are complied With, 
1 can do no more; and must be wholly debarred 
the opportunity of defence. 

« I am, &c. DANIEL PARKER. 

'^ Greenville^ August Tth, 1817. 
^^ Rev. Peter Starr, to be communicated.'^ 

Before a statement of the proceedings of the as-- 
sociation on the second Tuesday of August is given, 
13* 
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it may be proper to attend Jnorc particularljr to the 
articles of cbarge, as exhibited in the complaints 

The first article of charge had probably been de- 
signed io be made effectual to disrobe me. The 
purport of it was, that I had given a, false affidavit 
respecting the period of time for which a note was^ 
given (o the Bridgeport bank, signed by Willians 
Lewis and others* 

In order to have a clear understanding of the 
subject, it will be necessary to give a relation of 
the circumstances. In the summer and autumn of 
1814, money had circulated far less liberally than 
before. At that period, there was a number of 
people in the vicinity where I resided, together 
with myself, who were indebted to the Bridgeport 
bank for loans r On most of the paper I was en- 
dorser, or had recommended them to the bank, by 
which means they had obtained their loans. As 
the circulating medium had become scarce, some- 
of the debtors were unable to meet their instal- 
ments. In this situation I bad, in several instan- 
ces, remitted their respective sums, as endorser ^ 
but finding it difficult to meet their regular pay- 
ments, together with my own, I was desired by se- 
veral to write on to the bank, and request the privi- 
lege of a suspension of instalments for one year,, 
by rendering the bank secure for their claims. 
This J did, and shortly after, evidently in compli- 
ance with my request, the President of the bank 
inclosed all the claims, of n^bich reference has been 
had, in a letter to Cyrus Swan of Sharon, with di- 
rections to secure them on a credit o/one year, and 
dispense with instalments. At this information, 
all the debtors were highly gratified. A day waa^ 
appointed to meet at the office of Air. Swan, proba- 
bly the 2*2d of November, and ascertain what secu- 
rity would be acceptable. We did so, when Mr. 
Swan exhibited to mt-liis letter of instructions^ 
which authorized him to secure the payments for 
.one year on all the claims, 8o»« of which would not 
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fall due, short of forty or fifty days. Mortgage %t^ 
curity was proposed, if desired. Mr. Swui ob- 
served, he aid not wish it ; subsfadtial endorsers 
would be sufficient. He then proposed, that the 
claims against Win. Lewis and Doctor Calhoon^ 
tc^etber with a particular claim against Daniel St. 
John of three hundred and seventy-fiye dollars, 
amounting in the whole to nine hundred and 
twelve dollars, on which I had before been en** 
dorser, but had no interest; in it, should be put 
into one note signed jointly by them, and instead 
of my name, they should procure as joint signer with 
them Ira Swift. The note was accordingly ' drawn 
at that time, and in these words : 

" One year from date, value received, we joint- 
ly and seterally prombe to pay the President and 
Directors and Company of the Bridgeport Bank» 
the sum of tAne hundred and twelve dollars, with the 
intetest thereon. Witness our hands at Sharon, 
November 25th, 1814." 

It was at the same time proposed what names 
would be satisfactory on my paper, and others. 
The afternoon of the 25th of November, was then 
agreed upon, to bring in the obligations, which if 
executed agreeably to the requurements made, 
should be satisfactory. 

On the morning of the 25th of November, Mr. 
Lewis called at my house, and observing, it would 
be inconvenient for him to be absent from home in 
the afternoon, and expecting I should necessarily 
attend at Mr. Swan's office, requested me to cany 
his note, (which has geoeralFy been distinguished 
by the term of the " Lewis note,") and deliver it to. 
Mr. Swan, as it was executed in conformity with 
the requisitions made. I received and examined 
the note, and found it was faithfully executed as 
Mr. Swan had proposed. In the afternoon I went 
to the office Of Mr.^ Swan and delivered the no^pr 
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wifli my ow» hand, and also my own mtMytxAcu^ 
i»d as had been required. Mr. Swan pfonooiiced 
Aem ril to be*good and acceptable lo him ; jret be 
mntit f^mmunieate to the bank what securitj- hm 
had received, and obtain their approbation.- I 
should think within the period of a week, an if ent, 
Mr. Wakeman, was sent np from the bank to tdee 
mortgage securitj on those notee ; and obs^ved, 
that the president of the bank bad asserted, he 
would take no man's endorsement in Connecticut, 
fer one year. Mortgages Vere of course immedl- 
atdjf executed to secure all the claims* For seen* 
ntj of the *^ Lewis note,^ Mr. Lewis mortgaged e 
piece of land to secure the whole^ although but 
about half was his just share. 

About the middle of the next month the failure 
took place. Very soon after this event, Mr. Swani 
thought proper to attach the properly of the inoo* 
cent joint signer with Mr. Lewis, vis: Ira Swift. 
Mr. Lewie had already mortgi^^ed. for the security 
of the note, a piece of land, which be had often told 
me he could take 1600 dollars for at any time he 
would consent to part with it ; yet he estimated it 
at a higher rate, and would not. dispose of it for that 
sura. Mr. Swan was doubtless not ignorant of tbia 
fact, when the mortgage was taken from Mr. Lewis^ 
and also when he proceeded to distress Mr. Swift.. 
He also proceeded at the same time to attach the 
property of an underwriter of mine, viz. Mr. Rossel 
Millard. Mr. Swan had called at my house whea 
be was^going out, and I had inquired 'of him wheth- 
er he was going a distance, and when he should re- 
turn. He gave me no answer, except th^t he 
should not be gone probably over three days. Oa 
his return, upon the same day, he called at my 
house. When I observed, he had ihade an expe- 
ditious tour for a three days journey, a geatiemea 
then present, doubtless noticing that be a{^>eared 
to be unwilling I should know where he had been, 
and what he had beeu doing, made the inquiry of 
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me J if I were apprifK^d of what Mr. Swan bad beei 
about that daj ? I answered I did not know« He 
ebaerred^ he has been attaching Ira Swift's propei^ 
ty, as under writer on the " Lewis note/* More* 
OYer, said he, Mr. Swan has also been attaching 
Russel MiHard's propcrtj, as endorser on yotn p** 
er, for which you have given mortgage securitjr* - f 

was truly amazed ! I inquired of Mr. Swan if 
this was true ? He acknowledged it was. I inqiiir* 
ed of him, hy what law he could attach propertj 
eleven months before the note fell due, and hold 
the property? His answer was, that he could attack 
three years before a note was due, if he pleased. I 
observed, he could indeed do ihis^ to alarm the 
creditors of a benevolent underwriter, if the under- 
writer was so unfortunate as to owe a few shiUiPgli^ 
to others at the same time, and thus occasion a 
plundering of his property to be distributed be^ 
tween an unprincipled attorney and his rapacioM 
officers. But in the present case he knew \he ua* ^ 
derwriters had no interest in the claims ; and fur- "" 
Ibermore, that he had already declared that the ob- 
ligations were abundantly secured by mortgages ; 
and also, that neither of them could be called upon 
underone year from the date of the notes ; and that 
one month had not yet elapsed. He did not claim ^ 

that either note was on demand for which he had 
issued attachments, but attempted to justify him- 
self by observing, he had a right to atlach any 
man's property three years before a note became 
due. I observed, that his conduct was very extras 
ordinary ; and it appeared to me obvious, he was 
desirous of business. I should deem it my duty to 
report him to the bar: If his professional brethren 
approved of his conduct, they would undoubtedly 
manifest if, by permitting his continuance ; if not, 
he would be degraded. I added, this would not be ^ 
the only information which I ought to communicate 
to the bar. His singular conduct, in relation to 
some fat cattk of mine, which had been attached, 
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and which he had now gotten in his, possession, (ok* 
a less sum by an hundred dollars or more, than I 
bad understood, both by him and the oflScer, to have 
been oflTered for them, rendered it suitable and pro^ 
per that he should be reported. 

Not long after, I was passing his office, and he 
Terj complaisantljr invited me in. He appeared 
very affable, and remarked that he was indebted to 
me on book. 1 replied, I did not know it. I re- 
marked, I knew I had advanced him property be- 
fore, bilt he had also done business for me which I 
had supposed would overbalance my charges. 
He observed, he should charge me little or nothing 
for what he had done, as I appeared to be dissatis- 
fied with his late proceedings 5 and he was unwil-* 
lin§^I should entertiaiin unfavourable feelings towards 
him. He footed up his account, and said he owed 
me several dollars, which he immediately present- 
ed. I assured him I had no demands against him ; 
yet if he felt disposed to give me the money, I 
would cheerfully receive it as a present. He re- 
quested I would receive it. His intentions appear- 
ed obvious by this procedure. I reflected, that a 
little would be better than nothing for the late loss 
I had sustained in relation to the cattle. I there- 
fore received it, and he balanced his books. He 
then observed, he should butcher a particular fat 
cow very soon, which belonged to the lot of fat cat- 
tle already referred to ; and added, as I had felt 
that he had conducted dishonorably relative to the 
cattle, he would send me* a quarter of the cow as 
a present. I thanked him, and assured him I would 
cheerfully receive it, which engagement he after- 
wards fulfilled. As it was obvious to me his inten- 
tions were to purchase a forbearance to report him 
to the bar, although at a very low rate, and indulge 
ing the hope he would jet remunerate still further 
towards what I esteemed my just demand, I with- 
held the information. But I have never since re- 
ceived one farthing, except in fhe foregoing charge^ 
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*' that! had borrowed of him one hundred dollan, 
to be replaced before sunset of the same daj, to- 
gether with the manner in which it was obtained." 
And this I conclude would be his own illustration 
on that point, if his conscience were permitted to 
do its office. 

His attachment of Ira Swift's property on the 
Lewis note, it seems, produced much alarni on the 
part of Mr. Swift ; and soon after, Mr. Swift nego- 
ciated with Mr. Swan, that in consideration of Mr. 
Swan's releasing his hold by attachment, Mr. Swift 
mortgaged his farm to secure the ** Lewis note.*^ 
Respecting his suit instituted against Mr. Millard, 
my endorser, nothing more was done, to my know- 
ledge. 

The iiex,t information that I had, relative to the 
^< Liewis note," was in August, 1816, when attend- 
ing the trial of my petition at Litchfield. Doctor 
Calhoon, one of the signers of the note, called on 
me and made the inquiry whether the Lewis note 
was not given " one year from date." I answered 
that it was " one year*' or *^ twelve months," which 
expression I could not say: The understanding 
was, for a year ; and that this was the fact in rela- 
tion to all the notes given to the Bridgeport bank 
on the 25th of November, 1814. Doct. Calhoon 
observed, they had ever entertained that idea? but 
that Mr. Swan, who, it seems, had always held the 
note in his hands, had declared that it was given on 
dematid. I assured him it was not so ; for I was 
present at the time the note was drawn, and after 
it was executed, I delivered it myself; and that 
this was the fact in respect to all the notes given at 
that time to the Bridgeport bank ; and this was in 
compliance with my original request to the bank 
for a Suspension of instalments ; and also in ac- 
cordance with the president's letter, which we read 
at the time. Doct* Calhoon added, this had ever 
been their uniform impression, at^ and after the 
signing of the note. 
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In Janoarj, ISl?^ I reeeired a letter bom I>»ctv 
CalhoDOy from wJbich the foUawing is a|i extract: 

^^ I Willi jrou to gire me a atatemeiit of mH the 
notes doe at the Brldg^rt hank» the time of |)aj^« 
menty and the security given npon them, as it la 
evident .some of the notes are paid bj the foreclo- 
sures on the mortgages, and also in vaouey,* Tbe 
note of Mr* Leivis irf' 912 dollars is paid by a foi^* 
ckMsare on his land* Swan, .also, jou xecoUect^ 
Gommenoed a suit on the note^ ut which suit he ia 
defeated. He has, now bEOught a petition agmmst 
Jh-a Swift. There appears sameiking strange abopt 
U* TVnen thit note was fivea, it was the under- 
standiog, that the note» if jSr. Swift signed with vg^ 
should be made jmyable ^^tn^lve -months oRer 
iateJ^ Th^ ^pper lin^e is now missing* The 
note reads as the copy enclosed." 

" Value reoeived, we jointly .and «ex^rallyproo> 
tae to pay the President .and Olr^ec tors and Compar 
ny of the Bridgeport Bank, the aum of nine hund- 
red and twelve dollars, with the interest -thereon. 
*^ Witness 4)ur hands at Sharon, Nov. 25th, 1^14.'^ 
" DANIEL ST. JOHN* 
« WiLlilAM LEWIS. 
[Copy.] " JOHN iCAli^HOON. 

« IKA SWJFT." 

^< I wish you to inform particularly «on the aub- 
ject, as, if the note lias been .alter ed^ let the iai- 
^^uity fall where it will, we have a ri^ht to avail oar- 
selves of it* 'You must be acquainted with the 
facts, as the business was done in your presence 
by Mr* Wakeman, rthe agent ^f the bank. J' be- 
lieve thiMs also the case with some of the other 
'notesf as in writing the firstt line of the notea, 
^* twelve months afterdate/' tould be cut ojff, if the 
lines were sufficiently wide, and not be disooverad* 
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Pray let us hare all the information jou haye 6n 
this subject, as it is likely your testimony will be 
iranted. I am, &c. 

" JOHN CALHOON. 
" Cornwall^ Jan. 2UU 18ir." 

In consequence of the above request, together 
with the verbal request of the bearer, I made an 
affidavit, that the note of Wm. Lewis and others io 
the Bridgeport bank, for 912 dollars, dated the 25th 
of November, 1814, was given for " one year" or 
'^ twelve months from date," which phraseology I 
could not say, but the idea was for ^* one year ;" 
and that this was the fact in respect to all the notes 
given to the Bridgeport bank on the same day. 

This affidavit, it appears, was improved before 
the superior court of the state of Connecticut, holden 
at Litchfield in the February following. Tet I had 
not received the least information on the subject, 
and, indeed, it had wholly gone from my memory 
when Mr. Beach pre sented his charge against me, 
of giving a false affidavit. When I was able to 
ascertain what he referred \o^ I presented the letter 
of Doct. Calhoon, already quoted, in proof of the 
correctness of my affidavit, and also the inclosed 
copy of the note, which Mr. Swan then claimed as 
the original. I stated all the circumstances in 
the hearing of Messrs. Beach and Cowles, relative 
to my writing to the Bank at the request of others, 
to procure the postponement of instalments for 
one year, by making the bank secure. That the 
sending of the claims in favour of the bank, to- 
gether with the letter of instructions to Mr. Swan 
from the president, to secure the claims foi'one 
year, which letter was exhibited to us at Mr. Swan's 
office, was evidently in compliance with my re- 
quest ; that the Obligations were drawn for '* one 
year," or " twelve months," and accepted by Mr. 
Swan, as satisfactory security, on the 25th Novem- 
h^Vy 1814 ; but by reason of their not being accept-^ 
14 
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able to the bank^ an agent lra% sent dp t<i secore 
tlie cbims by mortgage, wfakli mmxU fieem iDc<yvr 
sistent if the notes had been on demand ; for, in 
that tsmey tbey would, no ^loubt, have laid hold of 
the endorsers instead of asking for inor^tges. 
Further, that no instance, probably, could ever be 
found of any bank receiving a note withoat ^cify- 
ing eoMf period of time for poffmenl, and not wfn 
on demund* in every view, therefore, it waa m* 
consistent ie indulge an idea that it was posinMe 
the ^ Lewis note'' could have been given on dt- 
mand, or rather not on dtmand. I furthermore 
observed, there never was a fact mote perfectly fii- 
miliar to my mind, than that all the notes were gtv* 
en for <^ one year." I assured them, Measr«. Cal- 
lioon and Lewis, who were debtors on that claim, 
would give the same informatioii. Besides, I had 
not the least concern in the daim, either directly 
or indirectly, and therefore there could not be a 
pitiful plea, on any ground, for stating an untruth. 
But all was unavailing with Mr. Beach. The/otol 
charge must be exhibited, and even head the ^^ ehmr- 
ges or inquiries^* in the complaint. A time and 
place of trial had also been wisely fixed upon, that 
I might not be permitted to attend and defend my-, 
self against this fatal charge ; of course the cen- 
sure must necessarily be inflicted. 

Thus situated, I employed a very respectable 
trustee of GreeneviUe academy, Mr. Truman San- 
ford, to accompany me in an interview with Messrs. 
Calboon, Lewis, and others, antecedent to the trials 
lest it should prove possible there was some unac* 
countable forgetfulness, or mistake, relative to the 
subject. We accordingly went on to the line of 
Connecticut. Mr. Sanford proceeded into the 
state and proeuted Messrs. Calhoon, Lewis^ and 
others, to come out to converse with me. 

On my way in Northeast, I met with Mr. Wake- 
man, who was the agent for the bank. I inquired 
of him whether he did not recollect the &ct, rela- 
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Uve^ to the period of time for which the notes were 
given. He said he did not. I reminded him, that 
Ifae very circumstance of his coming up to secure 
the chims for the bank hy mortgages, as he stated 
at that time, was in consequence of the President's 
declaring, that he would take no man's endorsement 
in Connecticut, for " one year." I observed, that 
fais mi«ion must have originated from Mr. Swan's 
report to the bank, how the claims were secured, 
viz: by names, for one year, which not being ac- 
ceptable, he was sent to take mortgages. Mr. 
Wakeman replied, be did not recollect particular- 
ly. , I observed, Mr. Swan's communications re* 
lativetothe security he had taken must unques- 
tionably be with the bank. He answered, that 
they undoubtedly were. I desired him to exa- 
mine, immediately on bis return to the bank, and 
inforin me by letter whatever the result might be. 
He engaged to do it. He then remarked, be had 
eeen Mr. Swan not long before, who in his solici- 
tude observed, that Daniel St. John had asserted 
the^t the " Lewis note" was in my hand writing. 
At this intelligence I was surprised ! I inquired 
of Mr. Wakeman whether it was a fact, that the 
note was in my band writing ? He said he could 
• not tell. I remarked, that these things were singu- 
lar, and looked guspiciamy and inquired why Mr. 
&L John should have interest on this subject ? In- 
deed, I felt that I might justly entertain doubts 
whether I futd ever seen the paper which was then 
claimed to be the '^ Lewis no|e." Mr. Wakeman 
disserved, it had never been in the bank ; Mr. Swan 
had had the care of it from the time it was given. 
He again renewed his promise of writing to me 101- 
mediatelyon his return, what Mr. Swan's commu- 
nications to the bank were. But I have not beard 
from Mr. Wakeman since, except that be tarried 
n long period at Mr. Swan's, on his return at that 
time ; if I rightly remember, longer than he told mc 
it would h^ before he expected to reach Bridgeport. 
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I have sinee written to the cashier of the iiaalr, 
atating the subject at full length, and requested 
bim to write me the facts bj the return of mail, 
^ot receiving any intelligence from him, I sent ft 
messenger expresslj to the bank, requesting the 
information. The cashier acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of my letter, but stated that it had escaped 
his mind. He engaged he would attend t^the re- 
quest the first opportunity, and write to me bj 
mail. No further information has ever been re* 
oeived from that source. 

Messrs. Calhoon and Lewis, deacon Woodward 
and others, called upon me at the request of Mr. 
Sanford. On their arrival, I inquired of Mr. Lew- 
is, whether it was possible I could have laboured 
under any mistake relative to the p<eriod of time 
£i}r which his note was given to the Bridgeport 
bank, viz : " one year or twelve months from date ?*' 
Mr. Lewis replied, " that he had said he was wil- 
ling to lay his head down on a block, and have it 
chopped off, if the note was not given * one year, 
or twelve months' from date." I observed, you 
' say " you have said soy' I wish to know your f re- 
sent impressions y and what you will say if called 
upon under oath f He answered, " I shall say the 
same.'' I then put the same inquiry to Doct. Cal- - 
hoon. He replied, he should say the same ; he 
never had entertained any other idea. He added, 
moreover, we gave an indemnity bond to Ira 
Swifts at the time he signed the note with us, in 
which bond the note is particularly described 
" payable one year from date^^ and the bond is 
now in existence. I then inquired, if they had 
lately seen this note, and knew in whose band wri- 
ting it was? Messrs. Calhoon and Lewis both an- 
swered, that they had never been able to see the 
note after the mortgage was given. They had re- 
peatedly tried to see it, but could not. I then re- 
quested Deacon Woodward to call on Mr. Swan, 
where it was stated the note probably was, (al- 
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Ihoogh there bad been a foreclosure oq Mr. Lewis's 
mortgage, and the note of course should be lodged 
with the clerk of the court,) and endeavour to 
pfocttre the note, that I might see it. The dea- 
con called on Mr. Swan, and soon returned with 
information from him, that the note was not in his 
hands ; that it was hear by, and he could procure 
it in a little time ; and if I would fix on a time and 
place where he could meet me, he would bring the 
note that I might see it. It would seem he did not 
know at the time, I was in that region. I then dc*- 
sired deacon Woodward to return immediately, and 
request Mr. Swan to get the note and come directly 
tome. My request was communicated, and Mf. 
SWan speedily arrived. I desir^ed him to give me 
a sight of the note^ He observed, he had not got 
it with him ; that it was at Mr. Philo gwift's, in 
Cornwall, about ten miles within the state of Con- 
necticut. He informed me I might see it, if I 
would call on Mr. Swift. I assured him it was 
strange he should make a proposition, which he 
knew I could not comply with, either to obviate 
my seeing it, or to entrap me. I requested him to 
inform me why this note was at Mr. Swift's, when 
it belonged to the clerk of the court. He answer- 
ed, it did not belong to the <#ferk of the court. 
Doct. Calhoon, who had long served as a deputy 
sheriff, as^iured him he had never known of a note 
being lodged elsewhere, than with the clerk of the 
court, after judgment had been obtained. Doct. 
Calhoon and Mr. Lewis then added, they had not 
been able to leaniy before, where the note was, and 
wished to see it. I then desired Mr. Swan to 
write aline to Mr. Swift, for deacon Woodward to 
carry, requesting Mr. Swift to deliver the note to 
him to bringto us, that we might see it; This he 
refused. I then desired him to write to Mr. Swift, 
by deacon Woodward, requesting Mr. Swift to 
come out with the note himself, and I would paj^ 
him for his trouble^ Mr. Swan refused to do eveh 
14# 



ttb ; but stai tola me I migU caU mk Mr. Swift 
liijaelf, and see the note. This evasion or sna^e 
aj^peared to be his exeiwe. Fiodiiig it was tn^poft* 
Bible for me to see the »ote» I asked him,: i» whose 
iund writing the ROte was. He answered,^^ Esquire 
8t. John says it is your hand writing*" I repUed^ 
^^I did not ask what Esquire. St. John said on the 
0)ibject i I ask y^u in wboee band writing the note 
is? • observii^ to him^ he knew my bimd wriliiic 
and ]\9r* 8t« J^n's perfectly welK He fisally aof- 
aweredy *^he should say itwasiSfl. JoMs wrUing*^^ * 
i replied, '^-I should expect it would prove so jo aH 
f robability, from what I had heard. ' Mr. Swan, 
proceeded to state that the note was given oo de^ 
mandy and that all ibe. notes given to the Bridget- 
port bank, on the 25tb November, 1^14, were 
given on denoand. I assured him this wasp the first 
time I had ever heard that idea advanced, relative 
to any of the other notes. He asserted, it ti^as ^ 
fact. Mr. Lewis then observed, that he imiatbe 
under a mistake, and referred him to the letter 
from the president of the bank, which he had e&r 
hibited to us^ when we first assembled at his office^ 
which expressly authorized him to take security fco: 
one year ; and requested him to produce the letter.* 
Mr. Swan replied^he bad no such letter. Mr. Lei^ 
assured him he had shown us such a letter, nt---^ 
answered, he knew nothing about it. I thought it 
extraordinary, that a faithful attorney should have 
lost his letter of instructions, or have been ignorant 
of them, especially in transacting business of great 
responsibility, and a letter also which he ha4 ex« 
hibited to others for their perusal* 

I requested Messrs. Calhoon and Lewis, to call 
on Philo Swift, and examine the note, the first op^ 
portunity. They informed me il^ey sfaQuld, 9t$ 
they were desirous to see it. . Sometimoafter, lir^ 
^ Calhoon informed me, they had called to see it, hut 
could not be gratified ; that they afterwards called 
imd saw it. He observed^ th«t Mr. Lewis r^ 



^atedliimtoiofemiMyMJrMeived iimmipt^i^' 
wmi tkit <m seeing the note he wa» more dissfttitfti 
ed tintn en^er ; that he should endeairoitr to see k 
9^iair end weidd ia&rai me forth^ on the Subject 
This is the last intel&genoe I h«ve receive fnm 
him 9esj^ti£ig k^ 

On mj Htixfm hoDiey reflscting on the extnordi* 
aacjr declsrsiliogi of Mr. Swan, that all the mrfes 
gfvei;! on the 2;&tb Noveisbev were drawn on de^ 
aMtnd^ I es&anhied'ttamig my papers, not entertain^ 
ing the least expectatioe that 1 should be aUe to 
discover the notes whieh 1 hadgiiren^ or that they 
w^re in my posaesmoo^xetl verj fiNrtuaately found 
two of them, and also a memorandum of names 
which Mr* Swan- had selected for endorsers, on- my 
Botes, ait OUT fivst meelieg at his oAce. The$e 
were tkfi notes which I had delivered to him, whes 
I debVered Mr* Lewis's note, on the 25th of No^ 
Temher, 1814, executed ^^reeably to his previoas 
reqinremenf s, w^d which he pronounced satisfacto^ 
fty to himself, altfaoi^fa he must report to the bank 
sMsd receii^e their sanction ; and respectiiq^ which 
Mr. Wakemao, as agent for the bank, soon after 
came up to secjure by mortgage. These noie» are 
boik drtkwn ** one year from da^e," endorsed ui 
conformity with the memorandum, already mention- 
ed, and dated Sharon, November 26th, 1814. Ib»- 
mediately on this discovery, I exhibited the notes 
to Mr. Sanford, who had lately accompanied me^ 
and had heard Mr. Swan assert that all Uu notee 
given on the said 25th of November were on d»> 
mand. Mr. Sanford, on examining them and the 
memorandum, obBcrved, that it was singular that I 
had been enabled to produce so complete evidence, 
that the/a«eU bad not been in the least on vw party 
and that these documents clearly proved the late 
declaration of Mr. Swan to be entirely untme.: 
These notes, are, and will be, ready at all times 
for inspection during my life, and at the general 
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judgment of an assembled universei these facts will 
be eminently conspicuous to the guilt and confu- 
sion of those who have diligentlj striven, to pervert 
the truth and bring a blot upon innoeencey for the 
purpose of screening the guilty. 

It may be proper here to insert further docu- 
ments to which 1 had referred Mr. Beach, but 
which were by him and the association whoUy neg- 
lected. I obtained them soon after their trial, and 
present them as incontestible evidence of the cor- 
rectness of my affidavit, and which they would have 
duly had before them, had they fulfilled the en- 
gagement on the part of Mr. Beach. ^ 

" I, John Calhoon, of lawful age, depose and say, 
that a certain note given to the Bridgeport bank, 
dated the 25th day of November, 1814, for nine 
hundred and twelve dollars, signed by Daniel St. 
John, Wm. Lewis, myself, and Ira Swift, was given 
to secure a debt due to the said bank ; and it was 
my uniform impression that the said note was made ^ 
payable one year after date, and what made the 
impression still stronger on my mind was, that the 
three first signers to the note executed to Ira Swift 
an indemnity in nearly -the following words, viz. ^ we 
hereby engage to indemnify Ira Swift from any 
damage he may sustain, in consequence of his sign- 
ing a note of nine hundred and twelve dollars, pay- 
able ^ twelve months' after date to the Bridgeport 
bank, he having no interest in the same, only sign- 
ing as security ;' and that the indemnity, according 
to my best recollection, was in the hand-writing of 
Daniel St. John, Esq." 

Qtiestion by I). Parker, " Have you not re- 

Eeatedly said, that the above note, given to the 
Bridgeport bank, aside from any reference to the 
indemnity bond to Swift, was made payable^ one 
year,' or * twelve months,' from the date of said 
Botes?" 



Answer. " Tes, I have, with a full persuasiou 
that it was so, from my acquaintance with the cir- 
cumstances at the time of executing said note. 
" lOHN CALHOON." 
"Litchfield countj, ss. Litchfield, August 28th, 
IS 17 9 personally appeared John Caihoon, signer of 
the within affidavit, and made oath to the truth of 
the same, before me. 

" NATHANIEL P. PERRY, Jus. Peace.^ 

" I, William Lewis, of lawful age, depose and 
say, that it was my full belief that a certain note 
of nine hundred and twelve dollars, signed by my- 
self, Daniel St. John, John Calhoon, and Ira Swift> 
was made payable * one year,' or ^twelve months,' 
after date, which note was dated the 25th day of 
NoTcmber, 1814^ and payable to the Bridgeport 
bank ; in which belief I was the more confirmed, ia 
consequence of the indemnity given to Ira Swift, 
describing the note as payable • one year after 
date,*"' 

Question by D. Parker. " Have you not said 
you would be willing to risk your life that the note 
aforesaid was made payable * one year,' or ' twelve 
months,' from date ?" 

Answer. ** I was so fully in the belief that those 
were the facts, that there could be no doubt on the 
subject, and however strong the expressions, 1 did 
not think myself unjustified in making them." 

Question. " In whose hand-writing are the ia- 
4emnity and note ?" 

Answer. " I am clearly of opinion, that the in- 
demnity is in the hand-writing of Daniel St. John, 
Esq. and the note also appears to be in the same 
hand. WILLIAM LEWIS." 

" County of Litchfield, ss. Cornwall, August 
29tb, 181 f, personally appeared William Lewis, 
Signer of the foregoing affidavit, and made oath 
that the same contains \ha truth, before me. 

"JOHN CALHOON, Justice Peace.? 



159 

Tke following is a certified copy of tbe bond of 
indemnity giveu to Ira Swiff, for his security, M 
the tim9 when he signed the ^< Lewis note." 

"We, the subscribers, jointly and severally 
promise, that we will bear harmless Ira Swift,, from 
any liability on a note of nine hundred and tweWe 
dollars, payable ^ one year from this date' to ike 
President, Directors and Company, of the Bridge- 
port bank, the said Swift having no interest in the 
said note, but only signer to the same as security. 
« DANIEL ST. JOHN, 
"WILLIAM LEWIS, 
"JOHN CALHOON. 
" November 25//*, iai4.'' 

" County of Litchfield, as. Cornwall, Ai^nsC 
99th, 181 r. I hereby certify, that the within ift a 
true copy of the original bond of indemnity giTen 
Ira Swift. 

"JOHN CALHOON, Justice Peace.'* 

I ask whether more conclusiye evidence could 
possibly be furnished td substantiate a fact ? Here 
are two affidavits from the original signers of the 
90te, to confirm the correctness of my affidavit, 
and one of them makes use of very strong language, 
declaring he was willing to risk his life, that the 
note was made payable " one year," or "twelve 
months from date." 

Moreover, the bond of indemnity, given to Mic. 
Swift, would place the subject beyond all doubt, 
T^ere there no other trafe of evidence rcspectiflg if* 
This instrument was drawn for the security of tire 
underwriter, Mr. Swift ; and unless it should de* 
aeribe the note accurately ^ it could not afford him 
security ; nor would he have accepted of it for that 
purpose. It must therefore have been a true traa* 
script of the note, which lay before them when the 
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bond was Arawn, and both, as appesrs evidenfly by 
the dstesV were executed at the same time. 

The second article of charge, to wit, ** a slate* 
Bient of his debts made to Daniel Bt. John,'' Sac. 
has ab-eadf beea abttBdantly ppov«d to be unfound- 
ed; m circiioistaiice which must have been weU mt^ 
ier9(ood by Mr. Si. John mt fAe time. Had he 
such a atadeaient as he tejpreseBted; how ^adly 
would he haT« ^kHiUd it. This he has never 
ione^ but w^ed the pitiful plea that he eauld not 
find it. It has already been shown, and I trust wob^ 
staAtifllly proved,' that he was greatly indebted to 
me ; tiiat for some years before, / had received u 
deed ofhishoTM'farm^ as security for my advances 
and responsSfeility for him, (which circYtestanoe 
must entirely destroy the least foundation for his 
declaration of *^ a statement of my debts made to 
him,'') but which deed was eventually lost by his 
violating his pUghted hoftorary promises. In ad- 
dition, his own books had shown, that I had ad^ 
vanced for him, within the fauft nine months before 
the fiuhire, more than one thousand dollars, and he 
declared the same to be due me by reckoning, very 
soon after ; which sum was very considerably en*> 
hanced afterwards, by flagrant acts of turpitude, as 
has been already clearly exhibited and substantia- 
ted. But not contented, as it would seem, widi 
what he had already obtained, I have been credibly 
informed, by several who had been indebted to me, 
and on whom I had drawn orders to creditors for 
these demands, that soon after my removal, Mr. 
St. John called on them ^nd forbade their payment 
of 4he orders I had drawn, stating that I was largely 
indebted to him, and payment must be^made to 
him. But could his after-conduct of still more hor- 
rid guilt be oblit^ated in the sight of God and man, 
most cordially would I expunge all his preceding 
acts of wickedness, and sincerely rejoice at bis rt^ 
lease from the awful consequences which must ne» 
cessarily await him. 
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The third article of charge related ** to a printed 
statement, or petition, to the Hon. Superior Court 
of the state of Connecticut," &c. An honest mind 
would seemingly be lost to divine what was intend- 
ed bj this charge. If it was on account of the 
amount which the statement epnbraced, and I could 
conceive of nothing else, for surely no oath could 
be required in relation to it, on which could be 
grounded anotlur charge of incorrectness, then I 
was prepared to answer it^ as I supposed, satisfac- 
torilj. 

I have before observed, that at the time of fail- 
ure, I had made an estimate of my property at cost ; 
and could it be disposed of at that estimate, not- 
withstanding all my losses^ expenses^ and charities^ 
it would still leave me about eight thotisand dollars 
good. In my printed notice to my creditors to 
prepare the way for the benefit of the insolvent act 
m Connecticut, it was incumbent to notify every 
endorser, even where the original sum Was previ- 
ously specified, and perhaps the same amount was 
already doubly secured ; and possibly there were 
several endorsers on the same claim^ all of whom 
must be notified, and thus the same sum must ne- 
cessarily be increased as often as it was repeated. 
Thus thousands of dollars might, perhaps, be mere- 
ly a repetition of one sum, and many of the endor- 
sers at the same time slill greatly my debtors. This 
was in truth the case in many instances. After 
giving Mr. Beach, therefore, a statement of the cir- 
cumstances, I proposed to present him with a print- 
ed copy of my petition, as a justification on my 
part to repel the charge. 

The 4th charge, " was the nonfulfilment of pro- 
mises made to Samuel Skiff and Cyrus Swan." 

In relation to Mr. Swan, it is presumed, a suffi- 
cient exposition has already been given, in the 123d 
page. The charge was not only unfounded, but 
false in all its parts, which must have been well 
known to Mr. Swan, if not to others* Indeed, I 
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irill here premke that fature documents, whicli will 
be inserted, will disclose the ^painful tttUhf that 
Mr. Swan does not alwajs declare ihe trtUh. 

In respect to Mr. Skiff, although he would not 
and did not appear, to testify, or even attend the 
trial, yet I will cheerfully meet the charge, and dis* 
<;Iose the manner in which I received money of 
him. By his own declaration, as soon as he heard 
p{ my failure, he called upon me without delay and 
offered his friendly aid for my relief. Immediatelj 
on his entering my house, he tendered me the loan 
of a thousand dollars or more, in money, which he 
exhibited to me at the time, directing me to make 
use of it, if I needed it and it would afford me re- 
lief. I thanked him for his kindness, and informed 
hin^ it would not remove the difficulties. I addedy 
if I should be in want of two or three hundred dol- 
lars, I would give him notice the coming week, and 
for the security of the money, I would deliver over 
school bills, then due me, to an amount sufficient to 
indemnify him. The following week I notified 
him (hat I should be obliged by the loan of three 
hundred dollars, which I received gJ him, and for 
which 1 delivered to him school claims to a greater 
amount. These claims were placed by Mr. Skiff, 
for a time, in the hands of an assistant in my school, 
to receive the payments, and remit to him. In the 
absence of the assistant, they were occasionally de- 
livered to Mr. Bosworth, who resided in my family. 
About two hundred and thirty dollars, if I rightly 
remember, had been paid over to Mr. Skiff; but 
among the uncancelled demands was the first on the 
list delivered to him, against Wm. Parkman, of 
Hudson, and another against Benj. W. Adams, 
who, very soon after the delivery of the claims to 
Mr. Skiff, removed to Pompey, in the state of New- 
Tork. The amount of both these demands was 
about one hundred dollars. I had used all suitable 
exertions to collect these claims, but they were not 
gathered when I left Connecticut. After my rc?» 
15 
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luoval to Greenville, Mr. Skiff called on me and 
requested me to draw orders to him for these claims, 
which had not been done before on any of the 
claims, although the demands had been assigned 
to him. I accordingly drjew the orders and deliver- 
ed to him, which he pronoUnced to be correct, and 
departed. The first claim was afterwards arrang- 
ed. The latter has not, to mv knowledge, Mr. 
Skiff having neglected the method I proposed to 
obtain it, and had not called upon him } yet there 
were other bills still unsatisfied.. 

Soon after the delivery of the above orders, I 
received the foregoing charge by Mr. Beach. It 
seemed to be grounded upon a suggestion, that 
there were no such persons- as those on whom J had 
lately drawn the orders to Mr. Skiff. I exhibited 
to Mr. Beach the original memorandum of tills de^ 
livered to Mr. Skiff, which confirmed my statemenl^ 
and the order in which the claims stood, as I had 
specified ; and that these claims could not be mm 
to Mr. Skiff, as he had known of my efforts to col- 
lect both before 1 left Connecticut. 

Mr. Beach had also charged me with criminality^ 
respecting the manner in which I obtained the loan 
of Mr. Skiff. This I understood him to be assert- 
ed by Philo Swift. The following affidavits will 
probably put the accusers to silence^ 

" I, Oramel Bosworth, being duly sworn, do de- 
pose and say, that within a very few days after the 
£aLilure of Mr. Parker, in December, 1814, and I 
should think on the sanie week of his failure, Sam- 
uel Skiff came to Mr. Parker, and voluntarily ;nade 
the * offer of a loan to Mr. Parker of one thousand 
dollars ;' that Mr. Parker thanked him for his gene- 
rous willingness to contribute to his ttid in trying 
circumstances, but did not stand in need of the 
loan ; at any rate, if Mr. Parker sliould wish for 
any part of it, he would let him know the coming 
week. I &hoidd think-it wa^ less than a week after 



163 

this, Mr. Skiff called on Mr. Parker, and it seems 
let him tsLke three hundred dollars, for which Mr* 
Parker delivered over school bills to a much great* 
er amount, so as to ensure Mr. Skiff the principal 
and interest of his monej, whenever the school 
bills should be collected. These school bills were 
taken on a paper, and, at two different times, put 
into my hands by Mr. Skiff, to receive the money 
when paid in and deliver it over to Mr. Skiff.^ On 
the list of school bills was one bill against Wm* 
Parkman, son of Thomas Parkman, deceased, of 
Hudson, and the first biU on the list ; also another 
bill against Benj. W. Adams, then of Amenia, but 
soon after removed, as I was then informed, to the 
town of Pompey, in this state ; that previous to 
Mr. Parker's removal from Sharon, I was knowing 
to his sending by Anson Norton, to endeavour to 
collect this bill of the ^aid Adams, as Mr. Skiff'a 
3ebt, in order that it might be paid over to Mr. 
Skiff; and that the said Anson, on his return, in* 
formed, that he had not been able to collect the 
debt, on account of the scarcity of money. 

« ORAMEL BOSWORTH." 
" State of New-York, ss. Greene county, person- 
ally appeared Oramel Bosworth, signer of the above 
affidavit, and made oath, that what is therein con* 
tained is substantially true, before me, at Green- 
ville, this 27th of March, 1818. 

" ABIJ AH REED, Justice Peace.'* 

" I^ Anson Norton, of lawful age, depose and 
say, that in the month of March, 1816, I made a 
journey to Onondaga, in the state of New- York ; 
that previous to my going out, I was requested to 
take an order on Thos. Adams, of Pompey, for a 
school bill which was due to Mr* Parker, for the 
board and tuition of hi& son, Benj. W. Adams, of 
about fifty dollars, which claim I wafi informed be- 
longed to Samuel Skiff. This claim I was request- 
ed to carry out to Pompey and collect for ttie 1m^ 
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liefit of the said Skiff. I accordingly called on the 
said Adams for payment of the claim ; but he not 
having money on hand to meet the claim, which he 
acknowledged to be justly due, nor able at that 
time to borrow the money to meet the same, on ac- 
count of the scarcity of money, he promised, as 
soon as he was able to gather the money, that he . 
would meet the same. 

«*• ANSON NORTON." 
^* Sworn before me, at Sharon, this 4th day of 
Becember, 181 T. 

« ANSEL STERLING, Justice Peace.** 

The complaint or inquiries further state, " in hi» 
not being governed by the principles of integrity^ 
reference is had to the manner in which he obtained 
money from Samuel Skiff and Cyrus Swan." The 
affidavit of Mr. Bosworth proves the manner of ob- 
taining money from Mr. Skiff j and, I apprehend^ 
leaves Mr. Swiff 8 insinuations on this subject, as 
stated by Mr. Beach, in ?l pitiful plight y^robMy 
the roost suitably disposed of by classing them 
with hh former testimony giveit before the associa* 
tion and superior court. The manner respecting; 
Mr. Swan has already been rendered abundantly 
obvious. 

The last charge is, ^* his conveying property ta 
the amount he did out of the state, while owing 
large sums to numerous creditors, and the manner 
in which he did it." 

My household property had all been attached,, 
except what the law would reserve, in the opinion 
of the officer, on the day of my failure, by an ex- 
tensive creditor, viz. Deacon Woodward ; and by 
him receipted and left in ray possession to accom- 
modate in the continuance of my school. On clos* 
ing my school, I delivered over the furniture to the 
attaching creditor to be disposed of; and on exami- 
nation of what furniture remained, which had n6t 
been attached, I voluntarily delivered over to him 
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3 ooAsiderabte quantity more, whicliJ^oth^he De»« 
con and myself judged the lair would not resenre, 
and some that it would. AUhou^ the quantity of 
property delivered would- come ht short of raising 
the amount sufficient to <satiafy hi* claims against 
me^and which he really the« needed, yet he did 
not express the least desire, that I should leave an* 
other article. . Indeed, I then derived the impres- 
siOB, that he felt that i iM proceeded further in 
relinquishing property thanr the law would have re^ 
quired, had I eveti- delivered up all my property 
to my creditors^ which, h6wever, was not then com 
templated. The^ little remnant must surely com-i» 
prehend all the property to which any allusion 
could be had in the charge; and all of which any sug- 
gestion could have been made to me, as being crimi- 
nal ; indeed, air that I claimed myself. Previous 
to my removal) I had' several. Irmes been notified, 
tha{ a merchant in Sharon Imd made the declara- 
tion, that he would aitach my furniture after it 
should be on the road. An idea has been preva- 
lent in Connecticut, that such household furniture 
a» the law would secure to a family when in the 
house, would be exposed to seisure" and disposal 
by a creditor if found on the road ; and often haa 
furniture been thus seized on removals. The idea, 
howler, was incorrect. Although a creditor could 
under these circumstances attach and dispose of 
goods, yet he was liable to a suit, and the amount 
of goods thus taken could be recovered by the 
debtor. In this case, there would be incurred the 
expenses of the suits, wMch possibly might equal 
the value of the goods; a sacrifice would also be 
made in the sales of the goods, as others equally 
valuable could not be purchased for the same 
amount for which the former were vended ; and 
furthermore, the inconvenience resulting to a family 
from the deprivation of necessary furniture, for 
some length of time. This procedure could in no 

manner benefit the creditor, but uUimately^be greal^ 
15# 
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)y to his* {ti/tiry^ as also to that of the debtor* 
Aware of these considerations^ and also that the 
merchant would haye cheerfully availed himself of 
an opportunity to attach the fumitnre htfort the re- 
moval^ had there been, the least prdmbiiity Xh^ law 
did nat protect it; .and from the declarations l.wan 
iaformtd he had Imade, (although he has sinee as- 
sured me be had not madetbemf) that my furniture 
would be seized upon 'the 'rted, I consulted with 
seTerai, what measures would be the most advisesr 
ble ^to secure my rights, both moral and legal. 
There was a y^y general agreement in sentiment, 
ifaat it was my duty to secure and prottct my rights. 
This was tfa^ opinion of a clergyman and of lay* 
men. Unsolicited bymyself, and without my pre- 
vious knowledge, some friends came and transport<v 
ed a part of my furniture 6ver the line to the house 
of Mr. A. Pullman,: in Amenta, a place which they 
had provided without my previous information, and 
which they signified they had. done, from benevo- 
lent motives^ id aid in securing my rights. 

The following certificate of Mr. Pullman will pro- 
bably throw suffiisient light on tliis subject, and also 
deveiope the instruments whence the manner has 
been called in question. 

" I, Alexander Pullman, certify, that in . the 
month of August, 1816, Capt. Silas St. John and 
Capt. Thomas St. John^ if I mistake not their 
names, called on me to go before a magistrate and 
qualify, that the Rev. D. Parker, late of Sharon, 
had in a reprehensible or iniquitous manner agreed 
with n^e to take charge of a quantity of household 
furniture, which he wished to carry with him on his 
removal from Sharon ; and also that there was an 
extravagant quantity of the said furnitin^. At the 
first call, to obtain an affidavit from me, I was absent 
from home. At the second call, when I ipformed 
the above named persons that I could not comply 
,j[ith their request, on account of bodily indispose* 
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4ont thejT afiimred me) if I would net go before a 
^ iDagistnate vithoat^ they would compel my attend- 
ance) for the purpose of procuring my affidaTit. 
They both aj^eartd exceedingly anxiow to pro* 
cure evidence to criminate Mr. Parker. I accord- 
ingly went before Judge Wheeler, of 'Amenia, and 
Blade affidayit. It appeared to me their expecta* 
tioiiB, OB my stating my knowledge of the transac* 
tion, were not equalled ; and they expreised thern^ 
selves to this effect : < that they did fiot knew that 
my affidavit co%dd> avail any thing/ When I made 
mention, that Mr. Parker had never made ang 
contract with me to take charge of his furniture^ et- 
ther in person j or by any other as being his request; 
or that the quantity of goods was any other than 
jnoderattfor hisfaniilyy it seems their minds were 
not satisfied*, I was fully impressed with the idea, 
that they wished to be able to criminate Mr. Par- 
ker i so as to prevent his obtaining the benefit of the 
acij in a trial then pending for that purpose, as I 
was informed. 

<< The following summer, Cyrus Swan called on 
me to know whether Mr. Perry had requested me 
to go, to Cornwall^ on the second Tuesday of Aur- 
gusty to testify respecting Mr. Parker^ sjurnittiret 
b^ore the ministers. I told him he bad not. Mr. 
Swan observed, it would be necessary for me to go. 
I replied, I rfbould not go without pay. Mr. Swan 
said, it was not expected / should go without^ but 
be compensated for my trouble. He also assured 
me he would give me notice relative to my attend- 
ance. I derived the idea from Mr. Swanj that he 
felt desirous personally that I should attend. I 
however did not attend, as I well knew my testimo- 
ay could not criminate Mr. Parker y and of course 
the object for which it appeared I was requested to 
attend could not avail them. 

« ALEXANDER PULLMAN. 
« Hudson, October lUh, 18ia<" 
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AJfter stating the cireumstaaces relstite ta my 
goods to Mr* Beacb» I ioforaied him that the quasK^ 
titj which I hiid jbrougiit was insufficient to keep 
bouse with, and on my airival at Greenville I had 
been obKged to procure a number of articles,, to 
render my family in any degree comfortable^ I 
added, that the circumstance of my borrowing eight 
hundred dollars in Greenville, on my engaging in 
the school, to carry to Connecticut and disburse 
there, when, if I had possessed a sqrplusage of fur* 
niture, I might have disposed of it, and redtfcedtfae 
amount of the loan, powerfully militated against the 
eonsisteMjf of his charge. Besides, the principle 
which he urged, if just in its nature, ought to o^e^ 
rate reciprocally. Hence it would be just, upoa 
the principle which he advocated, that I should 
ihave retained household furniture, over what was 
actually necessary for my Camily, ta the amount of 
more than eight hundred dollars, as there had been 
creditors in the state of New- York who received no 
share of the above sum* But this, it is presumed, 
would not have been granted, although, on Mr* 
Beach's principle, it must be acknowledged to be 
just. On no principle could I discover that the 
charge could derive the least support, but directly 
the reverse* 

Furthermore, I remarked, that I did not design 
to bring with me more furniture, than the laws of 
that state would have allojsreil, had I given up my 
property previous to my removal; nor had I, in- 
deed, brought as much ; yet I had not then given 
up my property; of course I had an undoubted 
light, bad Tt1>een practicable, and necessary for 
my use, to have transported even my fast property, 
to any distance, and made use of it until I should 
relinquish my property to my creditors. But, I . 
added, on the 23d of May, 1317, I obtained the 
benefit of the act in this state, when I gave up all 
my property, not reserving a single article of 
household furniture, necessary beds and bedding 



excepted. Thus the dividend of property woolJt 
extend further if any dividend could be made, and 
would go to creditors in Connecticut, in proportion 
to their claims, equally with the creditors in this 
state, and contribate more extensively in an equita- 
ble distribution to all, than coufd have taken place^ 
had I given up ttty property in Connecticut. 
Hence, the very principle introduced to criminate 
me, was clearly opposed to the interests of thos^ 
whom he claimeid to be injured. Such is the na» 
tore and inconsistency of man. In view of fact* 
thus visible, Mr* Beach still presents the charge. 

Having replied to the articles of charge, it 
may be suitable to notice some proceedings adopt* 
ed and pursued by the prosecution, which had 
isome to my knowledge, previous to the trial- 
It will be recollected that Messrs. Gillet and 
Hallock bad been appointed by the association in 
June, to prepare the domestic part of the prosecu* 
tion, while Messrs. Beach and Cowles were dis* 
charging the duties assigned to them in the foreign 
department. In the latter part of July, I was in* 
formed by two gentlemen from Sharon, whose ve- 
racity I had never, at any tiniie, heard called ia 
question, that Messrs. Gillet and Hallock, in the 
discharge of the duties of their appointment, had 
some time before commenced their inquiries in 
Cornwall^ and proceeded, as I then understood, to 
call generally /rom house to honsey through the pa- 
rish of Ellsworth, occasionally meandering from 
the direct road, and then progressed even into thd 
town of Sharon, making the inquiry at every place 
at which they called, as I received impressions, 
whether some one could not say something against 
Mr. Parker T When it was replied in the negative, 
the request was made that they would r^ect, 
whether there was not something they could say 
which would militate against him in some form* 
These informants observed, they were called upoo 
and closely questioned* 



To one of tbesej the Rev. gentlemen related the 
distressing statement of Daniel St. John> and how 
their feelings were excited hy his plaintive descrip* 
lion of the poverty and distress which I had 
jbrought upon him. To heighten the scene, the 
dejection, anguish and tears of his family, were de« 
picted, which accompanied his lamentable narra* 
tive. Doubtless, no performance could haye been 
conducted with better skill, to secure the tender sen- 
.sibilities of these, who were in the laudable pur- 
suit of seeking for evidence to secure their claims 
to censure. But, had the veil been raised during 
this exhibition, and the scenery disclosed, would 
there not have been an obvious reason for these 
sighs and tears? and a probably different effect 
produced on a disinterested audience ? May we 
not justly suppose, while the speaker was deeply 
engaged in his distressing narrative, carefully sup- 
pressing the dormant flashings of conscience, that 
an occasional twinge would call to his faint recol- 
lection his recent success relative*to the Knapp 
school billSf of which some mention has been made; 
his mortgage of his farm to mcy which I had some, 
yearsi for my security for monies advanced and 
sureties rendered ; the trying balance due me on 
book, of more than JIOOO, by his acknowledged 
reckoning, during the last nine months before the 
failure ; his honourable exertions to obtain other 
demands of mine, for his own convenience, soon 
after my removal ; and all backed with the full re- 
collection that he was the first to fail, and thus 
rendered my own failure inevitable? With the 
knowliedge of some, at least, of these facts, what 
family could refrain from weeping, during such a 
tragic relation ? 

But, possibly our thoughts will xoam from this 
extraordinary exhibition, upon the manner in 
which these venerable and Rev. gentlemen thus 
faithfully discharged the high duties of their trust. 
The inquiry mi^t, possibly, be made by some, 
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what was the object of this mifision ? Did they ap« 
pear to be the heralds of peacey or of war? If o£ 
war, it would seem it was intended to take me by 
surprise, from their manner^ and weapons of at- 
tacky as I had not, at that time) any knowledge that 
war had been renewed, and therefore had received 
no notice for defence. But it was, furthermorei 
well known that tcotdd have no opportunity of dc" 
fence, even had these extraordinary measures and 
efforts been within my knowledge. We shall know 
more of such unprecedented proceedings herea& 
ter ; and I am sure they are registered for the final 
judgment, before a holy and righteous tribunal, 
where no disguises can screen the guilty. Must 
We believe that ^* blindness in part has happened, 
and second childhood has had a rapid growth ?" If 
h ese things are facts, and possibly my senses have 
deceived me, I must be induced to believe that 
these Rev. gentlemen were, in reality, unsuitable 
to sit as judges in my trial. I, however, cheer- 
fully submit the subject to others for decision, lest 
my own impressions might be improperly biassec^ 
andMierefore incorrect. 

Soon after the above intelligence, I receivied a 
letter from my brother-in-law in Watcrtown, Litch* 
field county, stating that a communication had been 
sent him, from Philo Swift, to attend at Cornwall^ 
on the 2d Tuesday of August, and desiring me to 
inform him what it meant. The following was the 
communication he received ; 

<< Cornwall, July 16th, ISIT. 
" Sir — The Rev. Peter Starr, moderator of the 
north association of Litchfield county, has request- 
ed me to inform you, that there is a complaint 
again«t the Rev. Daniel Parker, which will be 
brought before the association at the south meeting 
house in Cornwall, on the 2d Tuesday in August. 
^r. Parker wishes you to attend, at 10 o'clock in 
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ibe forenoon, io state what you know respecting 
the charges that shall be brought against him. 

« PHILO SWIFT- 
" Mr. Elijah Mekriam.'* 

Truly astonishing ! What, in reality, does this 
mean ? Did we ever before know a layman, who 
had no claims to magistracy, summoning witnesses 
to attend on ecclesiastical courts ? And why should 
the Rev. Mr. Starr, who lived in a different town, 
call on him to summon testimony, and not rather 
call en neighbouring ministers, if he had not time, 
or was incompetent to perform the task himself. 
But this was not the only instance of the kind, 
which he performed. Mr. Swift wrote toothers 
I9 similar termip. Indeed, I have not known of one 
who was summoned by any other person. And 
with the exception of Mr. Me^'riam, I did not know 
that any others were summoned, until some montba 
after their trial ; nor had I the least expectation of 
«ny witnesses on my part attending^ 

It is wonderful, and yet it is plain, why Mr. 
Swift should be thus officious. It has-been alij^ady 
proved, I trust, that he had been guilty of testify- 
ang untruly.. It was for this, I had written to him 
to redress ipe, or be must not complain of legal 
measures. Was it hi^ solicitude to escape infamy^ 
which rendered him ikiis active? Yet, it must be 
acknowledged, his conduct was no more singular j 
than was the rVhole proceedings. It appears, so far 
as I have been able to derive any information, that 
the subject of complaint was introduced by disaf- 
fected clergymen, and laymen, each of whom was 
seemingly alarmed di his own guilty ifnqt anxious 
for the safety of each other ; and was apprehensive 
that I should call themio an accqurj^ty in faithfully 
discharging my duly. As a cover for their own 
claims^ it is, I think, clearly apparent, that they 
combined together io seek my ruiUf as their only 



"-aUernaiitfe from detection and infamy. 3f esvn. 
•Starr, Perrj, Stone, and Harvey, against all of 
^hom, I had commenced a deal, for grossly un- 
chrisfiaa conduct ; and three of whom had been 
Kberated from trial, by reason of the extraordinary 
idteration of the constitufion of the association, at 
a time at which they' had been cited to attend and 
answer io the respective complaints then filed 
against them, were among the prime agents of the 
clergy in this, and the former prosecution. Dis- 
'tinguished among the laymen, were Philo Swifl, 
Daniel Bt. John, and Cyrus Swan, each of whom, 
ne doubt trembled, in the view of his own crimes, 
and was in continued apprehension of detection 
and punishment. The latter were, in all probabili- 
ty ^ equally officious with the former. Their pro- 
iceedingis appear to have been in unison, in conduct- 
ing the prosecution. Hence it seems Mr. Starr 
<dtrecl8 Mr. Swifl^ as a very suitable person to 
summon witnesses to attend before their ecclesias- 
'iical court. Others are appointed, or volunteer 
their services, to. call on Daniel St. John and Cg- 
ms £fivaai, who affect «* to mourn and be in bitter- 
ness,*' by reason of the rueful complaints of the in- 
juries and privations I had brought upon them, 
which, in (ruthy were no more nor less, than total 
perversion of facts. 

In the mean time, the Rev. Timothy Stone was 
rlHing from town to town, and very busily em- 
ployed in search of testimony, if it could possibly 
be found, to criminate me; and even ur^ed and 
demanded of one individual, (how many more I 
know not) to attend at the trial and testify against 
•me, when it was declared to hrni, by the same in- 
dividual, at the time, that he knew of nothing which 
lie eofild S2ty against me, should he give his attend- 
ance. Not content with sach declarations from one 
whom he would apparently suborn, he has been 
^known to call again, and make the declaration, 
*' when I was here the other day, you said thus and 
16 
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so, regpecling Blr. Parker, you must now appear 
and testify against him." It was replied to him, 
" I did not say so, Mr. Stone-" This appeared to 

Eroduce irritatioHy on the part of Mr. Stone, and 
e again demanded his attendance, which he de- 
clared he would secure by a summonsy if the at- 
tendance should not be voluntary. 

Often did Mr. Stone make the assertion, as if to 
prejudice the public mind, wherever the sound of 
bis voice should reach, or, perhaps, his accents be 
reiterated, that such and such a person would testi- 
fy to this and that, and *^ now we shall he able to 
gel Mr* Parker down,*^ 

In another town, the Rev. and venerable Mr. 
Starr is he^rd to assert, " well, young Robins told 
me, that Mr. Stoneinfortned him of such a par- 
ticular, respecting Mr. Parker ; now we shall be 
able to get him down.^^ This was a private lec- 
ture delivered to one of the members of his church, 
whpm be had called into another room, leaving the 
door opened^ probably for the benefit of those 
without. 

In July preceding their trial, a clergyman in- 
formed me he had attended a ministers' monthly- 
meeting at Mr. Beecher's, the June before, at 
which, most of the ministers of ]Litchfield south as- 
sociation were present. In the midst of their 
meeting, Mr. Beecher, on a sudden, called their at"* 
tention from the business on which they were en- 
gaged, and informed them, " Litchfield North 
had got Mr. Parker again before them," . and 
seemingly exulted in the declaration, " that he 
thought they would now be able to manage him.*' 
My informant observed, that he was sorry to saj^, 
that Mr. Beecher added many remarks very unbe- 
coming and extraordinary, by his illiberal insimia- 
tions and slanders. At this, I confess I was not 
surprized, although //le gospel directs y ^^ i( thy 
brother trespass against thee, go and tell him hils 
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fanlt between thee and him alone ;^' and it alio 
Enjoins, ** speak not evil one of anothery brethren.*' 

TStYen in the month of June, and on the first or 
second week after the complaint had been introdu- 
ced against me, the subject seemed to be known, 
and generally understood, by most, if not all the 
members of the general association of Connecticut, 
who had assemble at a place, sixty or seventy 
miles from that, in which the complaint had been 
presented. Indeed, the first information I received 
on the subject, was from a worthy clergyman, who 
happened to be present at the general association, 
where he derived the information, as I understood 
him, from Messrs. Beecher, Harvey, and others. 
He assured me there were severe and hard obser* 
rations made. 

This would seemi to be happily calculated to 
accomplish their favourite designs, by creating 
prejudices extensively^ which the purest innocence 
conld not wholly eradicate; and by exerting such 
indignant impressions, as would be seemingly ne- 
cessary to ensure a general sanction of the extraor^ 
dinary measures which had been devised, and were 
about to be pursued, in order to the accomplish' 
ment of the premeditated censure. 

Such were the active and zealous efforts of 
the prosecutors; and such were the measures 
adopted and pursued. Slanders, the most foul, 
even in many other instances, to which I have not - 
referred, I traced to their origin, and found them, 
by credible testimony, to have issued from the lips 
of those, who statedly entered the hallowed desk. 
It is painful to be driven to this necessity in this 
publication : yet truth and duty demand it. The 
cause of Ood loudly demands it. Hence we are 
furnished with a suflScient reason, why Mr. Swift 
should be designated and empowered to summon 
witnesses, while others are industriously employed 
in preparations, possibly more arduous^ and diflS- 
cult, in the accomplishment. This is, in reality. 
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but a feeble representation of facts, as the seqnel 
wUl more clearlj exhibit. 

In view of these circumstances, knowing that the 
inquiries or charges were not instituted by Ihe ac- 
tive prosecutors, simply to investigate faUs or 
iruthSf but, for the purpose of destroying with the 
** besomof destruction^^* that the guilty might go 
unpunished a little longer, both in church and state, 
in their gross iniquities ; and it being rendered clear- 
ly apparent flMm the manner, time and place desig- 
nated for a trial, that unless it was so planned as ta 
exclude me from an opportunity of defence, their 
charges could not sustain an investigation, wdl 
knowing that truths and facts would cause them to 
vanish *^ like the morning cloud and the early dew,'' 
yet I did place some reliance on the pledges of Mr. 
Beach, that I should have an opportunity of de- 
fence, and not be slain without being permitted to 
visit the enemy's camp. I asked for no privilege 
but that of defence. I asked for no tights trat 
what f could manfully maintain, were 1 indulged 
with the opportunity. Hence, I felt my request 
to be reasonable and proper, to be tried, and ac- - 
quitted, or condemned, where there would be, at 
least, four disinterested judges* "^ But, if this were 
denied me, 1 did still feel a confidence^ that tny 
second request, which was in accordance with Mr. 
Beaches own proposition^ would secure me the 
j)rivilege of being heard. But should even these 
fail, there was another pledge on which I could 
lean, as I flattered mysif, to wit : that, " if from 
conversation with Doct. Calhoon, and Mr. Lewis, 
there w&s not 9M entire satisfaction, stiil there 
should be no decision against me at Cornwall, al- 
though 1 should not attend there in person, or then 
make the request for an adjournment to a future 
time." 

From these various considerations, I preferred 
employing the Rev. Mr. Hotchkin as an agent, to 
negotiate an opportnnity for my attendance in pet" 
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s^) to any olher dmae; feeling an aBsttrance, t&at 
his saperior knowledge of discipline, together witlt> 
hia weU knoiro reputation, and presence, would awe 
tiaem iato a correct and regular procedure. 

But here I mu»t be interrupted, to insert the fol* 
lowing communication, which was addressed to the 
Rev. Beriah Hotchkin, to b^ delivered tome. 

" To the Rev. Peter Starr, Moderator of the North 
Association of Litchfield countj. Con. 

*• The undersigned, in obedience to the laws of 
Christ, adds to the statement of unchristian con* 
duct of his brother Parker, which is already in 
your hands for investigation by the association to 
be^ holden as mentioned in that statement, the fol- 
lowing article, respecting which he has dealt witb 
the said Parker, according to the gospel. That 
the said Parker^ contrary to the principles of in- 
tegrity, which are essential to the christian charac- 
ter, deeded to another person a tract of land, 
which he had previously deeded to John and Ben- 
jamin Talimadge for -security for a large sum of 
money, and thereby destroyed the aforesaid secu- 
rity. « JAMES BEACH. 

** Winchester y July 26th, 1817. 
** True copy of the original, > 

« Test. Albxankhr Gillet, 5 

♦ "To the Bev. Daniel Parker. — You are hereby 
Bummoned to appear before the North Association 
of Litchfield county, Con. at their extra, session, to 
bo iiolden on the 2d Tuesday of August, 1817, at 
the south meeting house in Cornwall, 10 o'clock, 
A. M. then and ttiere to answer to the above state- 
ment. 

"JAMES BEACH, 
« ALEXANDER GILLET, 
" In the name of the Association. ^\ 

16^ 
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Ho?hkb * ^'""'^^"S « endorsed by the Rbt. Mr. 

" Received the within, August Tth, 1817, and 
dhvered It to the Rev. Daniel Parker the same 
day. Witness my hand. 

" BERIAH HOTCHKIN." 

The substance of tlie above complaint, is the 
same as that which Mr. Starr had made his sec! 
ond article of charge against me, when he first 
commenced his labours in May, 1815, but which 
he omitted to insert in his complaint, by reason of 
Mr. Tallmadge's letter, which "l have already in- 
serted, together with Mr. Tallmadge's personal dec- 
larations to him, that the charge had no foundati^. 
For this procedure of Mr. Starr, having been previl 

Ztr7f ''l"^ ''^^ °° '^«"'« °f grievance, and 
his refusal to make restitution, by declaring that the 

Sffrir T,. "/"""^l^d. witfi all this Evidence 
him llih °J*l. ^'^ '^o'?"*"^*^ a labour, and served 
hun with the copy of a complaint for trial, which 
was disposed of. in a novel wfy, of which ientS 
has already been made. Yet, at the first trial the 
subject was brought up, and investigated, aSsrf! 
ficient testimoDy exhibited from other sourees; than 
the letter of Mr. Tallmadge, wholly to remlvTlll 
ground of charge. Hence, there had, in reafity 
been a trial on this subject, and it was rfwmS 
by the board as untmabl^ although Mr. sZnbld 
been screened from trial by the alteration S the 
constitution at that time. °' **'® 

Furthermore, the charge which had recent- 
ly come from Mr. Beach, could not leealTbl 
hrought to tr al on the 2d Tuesday of £„?( ^ 
the coBstitutioD of the association expressly s^c^ 
fies, that there shall be a »eri>ice of compLn^b^ 

-^-^,;«r>tchki^^^^^ 

on the 7th, there was but about A«// of the periS 



btf time for notice, whicb their constitution required ;» 
Hence, it would be in violation of their own consH^ 
iutiony to introduce the subject at their extra, ses- 
sion, Betting aside all other considerations. 

It would seem proper, in order to a more clear 
perception of the real state cffacts^ and the na* 
ture and disposition of an important witness^ sooa 
to be improved against me, to observe, that my de- 
position relative to the ** Lewis note," for which I 
was then accused of a heinotis crime, was improved 
before the superior court, at their session in Litch* 
field, in February, 1817. At the reading of my 
deposition, I have been credibly informed, Mr. 
Swan was greatty agitaiedy and became suddenly 
tremtilous and pale. Shortly after, he was heard 
to utter declarations of a threatening nature. An 
affidavit from one, out of the many who may have 
heard his threaiSy will be deemed sufficient to ex- 
hibit the nature of the man, and show on what a 
basis the Rev. prosecutors rested their prime 
charges in the accomplishtnent of their darling ob^ 
ject. 

*^ I, Ansel Sterling, depose and say, that soon af- 
ter the rising of the superior court in Litchfield 
county, in February, 1817, 1 had some conversa* 
tion with Cyrus Swan, Esq. concerning a deposi- 
tion given by the Rev. Daniel Parker, in a cause 
pending before said court, in which deposition, said 
Parker stated, among other things, that a certain 
note given by John Calhoon, Wm. Lewis, Daniel 
&t. John, and Ira Swift, for 912 dollars, and paya- 
ble at the Bridgeport bank, was drawn " for one 
year" or " twelve months from date,'* which I do 
not recollect ; and it being an agreed fact that said 
note had remained in said Swanks hands ever since 
it had been given ; and on inspection said note 
was not made payable on demand^ nor " twelve 
months from date^^ no time being stated in said 
note when payable^ said Swan appeared very much 



0giitaed and eiirag^ at Mr. Parker for s^mg^ 
Mich a deposition ; and then observed- something to* 
thia effect) that he, Mr. Parker ^ would he sorry 
for it, and that he should or would be revenged 
upon him for ity or would brin^ said Parker to 
an aceouiU for giving said deposition ; the particu- 
lu' words I do not precisely recollect, but they 
were to the purport above stated. 

"ANSEL STERLING. 

^tigw«* 25th, 1817." 

" Sworn before me, 

" Saml. R. Oaoer, Justice ofPeace.^* 

Messrs. Perry and Swan had both used vigorous 
exertions to impress upon the minds of the people,, 
previous to the cOmpiaint being presented before 
the association^ that my affidavit relative to the 
above note was false; and indeed some individuab 
had their minds so fully impressed, from their re- 
presentations, that the assertion was well grounded, 
that afterwards, when the information reached 
them, that the association had passed a censure 
upon me, one observed, if what he had heard was 
true, I ought to have received a far severer punish- 
ment. Tiiese are a few of the laudable efforts of 
the above named Messrs. Perry and Swan ; the 
former of whom was soon to sit as a Rev* fiidge in 
an ecclesiastical court, to decideon the fate of a fel- 
low-being, professedly according' to the benign rules 
of the gospel ; the other, for some years a civil 
magistrate, and recently appointed an associate jus- 
tice in the court of common pleas for LitchfiekL 
county. One could not but reflect. 



M »Tis from hjgh life, high characters are drawn 
" A saint In crape is twice a saint in lawn." 



The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin proceeded, in compli- 
ance with my request, with the documents already 
inserted, and duly arrived at Cornwall on the se- 
cond Tuesday of August, where he was received 



and acknowledged by the associalioa, as agent fot. 
myself. The members who composed the body st 
this extra session of the associatioDy were the 
*^ Rev. Messrs. garni. J. Mills, Peter Starr, Alex- 
ander Oillet, Jeremiah Hallock, David L. Perry, 
Timothy Stone, Pitkin Cowles, Charles Prentice, 
James Beach, Joseph Harvey, Asa Blair, and 
Ralph Emerson." Although the day was severe- 
ly stormy, a large assembly had convened at the 
meeting house. 

My first communication was presented by Mr. 
Hotcfakin, which was folded in the form of a let- 
ter, and directed to the Rev. moderator, to be 
communicated. An objection was immediately of* 
fered against receiving it by Mr* Perry and othenu 
It was urged that they had met on special business, 
and could not be interrupted. To this it was re- 
plied, that it contained a request from me, i» which 
I wss desirous to be heard. An objection was 
further pressed, that it would be improper to re* 
ceive any communications from me in my abunce* 

The suggestions of the Rev. moderator were 
very ingeniously submitted, for consideration, on 
this occasion. Mr. Harvey had not yet arrived* 
Whether/ears were entertained, that a letter, cov- 
ering three sides of a sheet, and closely written, 
might contain complaints revived against any of the 
members of their body, which had occasioned the 
objections already offered against receiving the 
communication, is best known to themselves. A 
debate arose, whether the seal should be broken, 
and the communication be made public. After 
some time spent in the discussion, a vote was called 
for and taken. On counting the votes, it was pro- 
nounced a He* -The vote being* contested, ihey 
again counted, and found a majority of one for 
breaking the seal, and reading the communication. 
The reading devolved upon the scribe, pro tern* 
Mr. Stone, as Mr. Harvey, the appointed scribe of 
the former m^ting» was still absent.' Mr« Stone 
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had not proceeded far, before Mr. Perry objected 
to his reading. He was finally directed to proceed. 
Mr. Harvey soon arrived, and objected to any com- 
munication being read, which came from me, ob- 
serving that it would be improper. On -informing 
him of what had transpired on the subject, and 
that a. vote had been taken to read the communica- 
tion, they proceeded to hear it through. The pro- 
position which it contained, of submitting the in- 
quiries to a joint committee for investigation and 
decision, met, at once, with strenuous objections. 
One very powerful and conclusive objection urged, 
was, that the power was in their own hands, and 
there was an unwillingness to delegate it to others. 
No doubt this was a cordial objection with some, 
who had formerly declared with emphasis^ that 
they would vote at my trial ; and it has already 
been proved, that one had the folly to declare, 
" that he bad got a number of his brethren to join 
bim." Hence, to relinquish their darlitfg gratifica- 
tion in voting against me, by delegating their pow- 
ers, which they claimed, to others, would be " like 
the scratch of a thorn upon the delicate eye-balK" 
Thus my proposal was, by their own minutes, de- 
clared to have been unanimously rejected. 

Mr. Hotchkin then presented my second com- 
munication, which was a request for them to ad- 
journ to a future time, and come over the line, in 
conformity with the proposition and assurance of 
Mr. Beach. The communication was read, but 
met with powerful opposition. Messrs. Perry^ 
Stoncy and Harvey vigorously opposed this re- 
quest. It was objected, if they must go over the 
state line to give a delinquent an opportunity of 
trial, they must, 'perhaps, Hby and by go over the 
Mississippi^ or into Canada^ to give a hearing. It 
was. furthermore urged, that they could not as a 
body act over the line ; that whatever they should 
do in that case, would not be legal or binding, zs 
it would be o«* of their limits. The Rev. Mr. 
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Gillet obseriredy ^* if they knew precisely Vbere 
the line was, he did not know but they might ^«l 
straddle of the line, so as to give a legal hearing.'^ 
This shrewd remark afforded much diversion to 
the Rev. association. A. vote was called for ob 
this proposition, which primarily came from Mr. 
Peach, and, * as their minutes testify, it was 
^^unanimously rejected.^* Reader, Mr. Beach, 
you will bear in mind, was a present member ct 
their board I Where is the pledge that was made 
me on this subject ? Where are, at least, the stre- 
nxious exertions for its accomplishment ? We have 
never heard that a syllable was urged respecting 
it. 

But charity would seem to induce the belief, 
that they had probably conferred with Messrs. 
Calhoon and Lewis, as was expected, and having 
gained satisfactory evidence from them, there 
would be no need of proceeding to trial at all, and 
therefore it would be useless to regard my last pro- 
position. Would' it were so. Dr* Calhoon attend- 
ed the first day, and was employed by them as a 
magistrate to qualify their witnesses. About a 
month afterwards he informed me, that he had 
never been questioned by any of the members of 
the association on the subject referred to, either be- 
fore, at, or after their trial, nor had he ever known 
of an inquiry made of Mr Lewis respecting it. Mr. 
Hotchkin then requested them to adjourn to a future 
time, and meet in Cornwall. This request was re- 
jected. All my requests being rejected, Mr. 
Hotchkin then observed, his powers extended no 
further, as my communications had clearly exhibit" 
ed ; that his delegation was solely to negotiate an 
opportunity for my attendance in person to defend 
my rights, which all must acknowledge to be suita- 
ble and just. He should, therefore, in my name, 
enter a protest against their proceeding to trial in 
my absence, when I earnestly 'desired, and had 
adopted every method in my power to secure the 
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friviiege «f ttttendaace. He itemed Ibem »f 
they proceeded to trial, their trial would be whottjr 
tex parte, as I could bare noironcerD with it ; that an 
edleged ^criminal bad a vlgbtto •demand the privilege 
mS dejfence in cdl amrts. Judge Swan iuformed the 
Jboard^ that he never knew a ciril court adjourn to 
another place, to give the defendant'an opportunt^ 
4^". attendance. iLetonisbing ! for a nav judge to 
attempt to itj/Imiiee an eccleaiastical board contra- 
Tjr to etrer^^ principle^ ciril and sacred ! Whetb^r 
4hi8 was ignorance w design^ was best known to 
this honour* ¥«t I would asdc his .honour if be ever 
iEBew'cfa criminal arraigned before a ciTJl court, 
who was not assisted and proteeted in his attend- 
oiM^e? and if he ever knew a solitarj instance of a 
4:rimiBal bemg conmictedy when excluded from at- 
rtondance and delEence, in any court,, until upon the 
^^oooaecrated heathen ground in Oornwall, where 
ithey were then assembled, and probably^Tva^fd by 
*his honour's influence ^or opinion? Indeed, I would 
ask his honour, whether he believes a body ofjpro- 
f eased christian ministers could baye been inmien- 
. ced to unite in his opinion, in nny other section 
*of the globe, not consecrated io the heathen ? 

It was finally agreed that Ihey were authorised to 
•^oceed. The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin <hen observ- 
vcd, he had heard me say. If my requests should be 
^rejected, and myself debarred the privilege of cle- 
-ience, and they still proceed to trial, I should cob- 
-aider it my duty to publish io the world a-sfafe- 
.ment of theh* proceed tng**, in my c^wn vindicatiiHi. 
IThis suggestion produced considerable warmihmd 
-disdain from the active partisans, who c^nkmpr 
:iuously put it at defiance, and with hauteur it was 
.proclaimed, the trial siiould proceed. 

The Hev. Mr. Hotchkin then observed he had 
.heard me say, should I ever be tried by that body, 
I should object to some of the members sitting iii 
sthe trial, as they had abundantly di«(;««a{?}{ed them- 
Helves, in various respects, to istt m judgesi The ^ 
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persoBS wkom 1 bad det Agitated mave eflpeciallr^ 
were MeBfirs^Perry, Stpne, an^ Harvey. Nor £4 
I cenBider that Messrs. Slarr, Prentice and Biair 
were bj any means f roper p^rsonB to act in tte 
trial. At this suggestion, Messrs. Perry and Stime 
immediately s^ified to Mr. Hotchkin, Hiat thej 
had understood that bis powers extended no fur- 
ther ; be would therefore mamlain MiUnce, unlesa 
lie 'proceeded in the trial as counsel for me, which 
they well knew my communications expressly pit^- 
hibited. They individually observed, they ex- 
pected th^ were alluded to by me, but they wovld 
act in the trial. Tina aged divine being thus for^ 
hidden to interrupt their proceedings, was cotnpsl- 
led to be sUent. 

Having voted that they woyld proceed io trial^ 
a list of witnesses was called fer^ and the names A 
a oiimber were read by the scribe. It was imme- 
diately objected, << those are Mr. Parker's witneaa- 
Tes,*' (of whieh, however, I was perfectly ignorant 
^s I had not the least expectation of a trial, and 
had not summoned an individual for the purpose,) 
<^ we have nothing to do with them ; we only wish 
to find witnesses ugninet him; those^ therefore, 
4vbo are considered as his witnesses, we shall have . 
tio ciccasion to call upon*'' 

- They wished the other list of names to be re^d, 
offhich was atccorcMngly done. 

Finding they were determined ta proceed, Mr. 
Hotchkin discovered, lying on the table (rf the 
scribe, who was now Mr« Harvey, as is usual at 
their meetings, a quantity of paper, quills, &c. He 
therefore requested of the scribe, the privilege of 
some paper, a pen, and the use of some ink, as I 
had requested him io take minutes of their pro- 
ceedings, if my requests were rejected. Mr* nv- 
vey signified to him that his request could not be 
accommodated. Mr. Hotchkin then diacovered 
aeveral of the ministers making use df pock^ ink- 
iitands, and requested of them the lo^ of one, that 

ir 
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he might be enabled to take minatasi. Haa re^e^t 
wets not complied widi. Mr. Hotchkin then ob- 
•erred, if any person would pro€are faioi paper^ 
pen and ink, as he was a stranger there, he would 
reward him to his satisfaction. Although the meet* 
ing house was considerably filled with spectatonr, 
yet the cmly returns he could obtain to his request^ 
** were jeers and latigft." "^ 

Thus, the Rev. Bir. Hotchkin was deprived oi 
tiie o^pCNrtnnity of taking minutes, during the first 
day. At evening, he procured the necessary m*> 
paratus, and proceeded to note down what he could 
recollect, during so tonfused and unexampled a 
procedure. 

Having disposed of my witnesses, as if by an 
ex post facto law, or, perhaps, more properly, mi 
the Godwinean system, ^* tnal the end sasctifiea 
the means f** they proceeded to call on Cyrm 
Swan to testify. 

He presented a note which he claimed was the 
'^ Lewis note," perfectly corresponding in its draft/ 
by Information, with the copy enclosed to me, m 
Doet. Calhoon's letter, which I haTe already in- 
serted. After testifying, under the sdemnity ei 
an oath, that my affidavit was incorreeti relative to 
the period of time, for which the ** Lewis note*' 
was given, he also testified, that all the notes given 
on the said 2§th of N«vember» 1814, to the Bridge- 
port bank, were given on demand. This testimo- 
ny would be untrue, in relation to the other notes, 
according to the agidavU^ of Ansel Steriing, Esq.-; 
for his affidavit expressly states, that the *^ Lewis 
note" was neither twelve months from date, nor 
en demand," as no time was stated in the note. 

During the time of Mr. Swan's testifying, ar wn 
the case generally, when any suggestion was given 
which appeared unfavourable to me, Messrs. Per- 
ryy Stone, Blair y and some others^ distorted thm 
&ces, laughedy jeered^ would often catch a pen or 
^' and occasionally note doirnajew wordi^ 
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appaipently with~ a design to signify to the specta^ 
tors their asBlonishmeiit and abhorrence; but which 
induct, in the, view of some, indicated different 
emotion.8. 

. As the daj was now nearly exhausted^ and the 
combination appeared desirotis that. some other 
TvUnestes mi^t be obtained on the following day, 
Mr. Swan was requested to tarry. He replied, 
f* that although his business was pressing at home, 
yet he would cheerfully tarry until the next day to 
accommodate them." 

The inquiry was herct made, in respect io procu^ 
ring other witnesses, wliether any subjects would 
be investigated, which had been brought before 
them at the trial in July, 1815. It was replied, 
that it would not be proper. This appeared to 
interfere with the wislhes of some, and it was urged 
that it would exclude several witnesses, whom the 
prosecutor;3 were de^iVow to have improyed. It 
was finally consented^ that any witnesses might be 
brought forward, whom they should choose, to tes* 
tify on whatever subject it might seem necessary 
to . introduce, even whether it had before been a 
aubject of inquiry or not; or, whether I had been 
n0tified previously, or not,vrespectiag it. Thus 
full latitude was given to the requcist, and exten^ 
sively pursued. 

. On the following day, Daniel St. John and pth* 
era, were, by reason of expreeise^ sent, brought be- 
fore the Rev. tribunal. Mr. St. John was qualifi- 
ed |Emd testified.. It is evident his testimony waa 
io accordance with his wisheSi rather than with 
facts, as will be clearly proved hereafter. After 
stating that he had been induced to become en^ 
dorser for me, in consequence of a written state- 
ment, which I had given him, of what I owed, to-^ 
gether with my property in my hands, and claims 
due me, from which erroneous statement, as he 
claimed he afterwards discovered, he had been de« 
(ieived, and thereby greatly injured; yet he acf 
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liiowkdgfea hm^eVtmabh to predace the writing. 
As a confirmation how greatly h^ bad been impo^ 
»ed upon, he proceeded to testify, that about tfae 
j»th'of September, 1814, he went by my request, 
to the Hartford Flioenix Bank, to obtain the dis- 
count of two notes, of one thousand dollars each,^ 
exclusiyely for my benefit. That I had, at that 
time, sent forward by him a sUxiemmf of my pro* 
perty to the said Phoenix Bank, from which state- 
ment, as he presumed I would not give any other thaa 
a correct one, he was influenced to endorse both of 
the said notes, and without which, they would not 
he accepted, but in consideration of his endorse* 
fiients, both would be discounted ;' that he endors^ 
td bath o( the said notes, tod thereby obtained the 
loans, which were entirely for my bmefitf and in 
which, he testified, he had no interest whaterer. 

He also testified, that he believed the ** Lewk 
note" to be in my hand writing, which would be 
disttnguisbingly characterisfic of himself, who had, 
evidently, for some time time, ** been going about 
as a roaring Kon, seeking to devour*" 

Mr. Philo Swift, possibly as a remuneration for 
his services, was indnlsei with the privilege of 

S resenting the letter which I had written him in 
ieptettiber, 1816, relative to \m incorrect testimony 
at two different times, and indulged with the oppor- 
tunity of makfaig his comments thereon, in vindica- 
tion of himself, and consequently, no doubt, at the 
expense of my criminality. Could this, in reality, 
have removed the guilt, which, I trust, has already- 
been sufficiently proved, I would most sincerely 
rejoice at the indtagence given him, although, it i« 
presumed, the Rev. body did not claim the pre- 
rogative of absolving sins. It is, however, singular, 
as this subject had never been exhibited against 
me as an article of charge, that they should have 
suffered it to be acted upon at that time, when they 
had declared " they had met on special business, 
and could not be intemtpfed*** The effect, how- 
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<?^>'ittWy !wy^ pwY^d Brftttary, for, if I do not 
^J3t^e^:\e rebeiyed hh first appointmeot to at- 
jb^nd fHe legislature of the state, the neij^t eIectioi|. 

ij^veo the attendaiice.pf John Talhoadge, !E^9q,. 
iras procured on the secoiid d^^ of trial, iu>lwith- 
jttanaiiig the letter he had volunts^iily vritten m^ 
ij$ ^.^e^ }M^ as }f| bj hb qwd periopal coqviction 
of the facts which it states, it was hi? duty to com- 
^i^Bficate to me^ at the time ho peuned it, to shield 
^^ .from vnjpst censure^ when thus aTraigoed by 
.hiaj q^n muiister; yet from the insiouaiions of 
certain individuals^ ivbo were cheerfully admitted 
jto tes4^fy o:u thi» occasion, it would seem he was 
d^ssicous to fOunieraci the influence of his volun- 
i^rity written - eopmunication, and consent to the 
rommoB cry^of *^ Pjrucify him." 

Ilideed^ many and various were the subjects in* 
troduced a^ this time before the Rev. association, 
of which I had not had the least previous intima- 
tion], ^nd which were obviously designed tosecure^ 
in any /army some ground fo^ censure. 

Among others was that of my making use of min- 
isterial credentials, of my regula;r standing in the 
mipiitry, which they claimed had been recalled^ 
and for the allied use of which, a censure was 
passed. The.^rst information I received on this 
subject,, was from a copy of their doings at that 
iime, transmitted to me by their register. 

Many individuals, who were known to be per- 
sonally hostile^ or wholly in subserviency to the 
views of those who were seeking my injury, were 
.cheerfully admitted to testify on subjects of which 
I had no previous knowledge, either by complaint 
orf^ctf as if every exertion was in exercise, seem- 
jipiglyii before a court of r/i^^iu^i/ion, under the con* 
ivoul of St. Dominic^ ^ , 

. I de^tn it to Be ray duly^ to state further, the 
extraordinary testimony of even one of their do- 
TJ^esiic committee. This venerable man stated^ 
^XhMsucli a man s^aid^ that snch a man stated" 
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thiiB and so. Had the subject mattiir beer #JSfl 

E bunded, it is singular that the Rev. Mr^ Ston<^ 
A not discovered it in his iiineralioitSy to prty^ 
cure testimony against me, when this evidence wa^ 
pronounced to be within the limits of his ow'n'jp^ 
risb, — although his peregrinations were far more ej* 
tensive, — and there appeared so evident a desire ,te 
obtain positive testimony against me. - - • 

The sott(ipes of ex parte testimony having be^n 
seemingly exhausted, the association claimed iohk 
by themselves. A proposition was speedily bflfer- 
ed, that a vote of censure should be passed. It 
does not appear that there ifas any particular Urti^ 
cle of charge on which to ground the censure ; yet 
the motto " Carthago delenda esV* must receive 
its fulfilment. Yes, reader, " Proscription Delinea- 
ted,'' must now be exhibited in more glowing tints 
than have before been presented our view. It is 
enough to astound the senses, and appal the heart ! 
I am authorized to state the fact from one of the 
number who was then compelled to act in the vote 
of censure. 

The designing members of (he association were 
all present at this trial, and acted in unison du- 
ring the whole procedure. . Other members also 
attended, who were ignorant of the real objects 
which had been designed, and which were now to 
be accomplished; while some of the members of 
the body prudently withheld their attendance* 
Waving all previous questions, which would have 
been in confonnity with the remnant of their writ- 
ten constitution, there appeared 1o be a deep solici- 
tude with the virulent and active prosecutors, to 
come directly to the severing blow. Without at- 
taching the censure, therefore, to any particnlelr 
charge, for this might lead to a de/edion, it aj^*- 
peared to be the most eligible to make it a sweep* 
ing ^lauscy " to suspend, frpm henceforth, my au- 
thority to exercise the functions of a minister of 
the gospel derived through them."^ It was desired 
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&at all might unite ia this vote of censure, tiitl 
ft might appear there was an entire harmony in 
their proceeding. The question was therefore 
Wtit, individually^ to the members, " Will you uniti^ 
in this vote of censure V* U had passed, perhaps* 
&br or five, in the affirmative, when a member ob« 
•served, he could not unite with them in the vote* 
He remarked, that he was convinced, from docu- 
ments which I had already presented him, that the 
'Subject would have an entirely different complex- 
ion, douW I have been permitted the opportunity 
of defence. He must, therefore, dissent from them 
in opinion. He was then accused^ by one of the 
active prosecutors^ of an attempt to influence or 
coKnIeracMhe vote of the association. He repli- 
od, that this did not necessarily follow. He must 
aet conscientiously in this case ; and having al- 
ready seen documents which induced him to be- 
lieve that the charges cottld not have been sup- 
ported by facts, he was not, therefore, bound to re- 
ceive the testimony which had been introduced to 
support their charges. He was then accused of 
charging the witnesses with perjury. This he 
repelled, by observing, that they were not bound 
to receive the testioioiiy of witnesses in a trial, and 
especially in an ex parte trial, where the whole sub- 
ject could not be fully disclosed. The dissenting 
member finally requested to be past in silence 
and not give any vote, as he was severely pressed 
ty several of the active persecutors. They would 
not consent to this, but claimed that Ae should vote. 
He requested to be excused* It was still urged 
that he should vote. A lengthy debate ensued. 
'»i This member had been accused of " being p/mig*- 
hi into the cares of the world," and seemed to 
have beett threatened, that unless he was careful, 
he would meet with a similar fate. It was judged 
itiat^about three houfs had elapsed, when finding 
fBit nothing but a vote of censure would seemingr 
ly satisfy the feelings of the prosecutors, and fm: 
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&B purpose of leaving Ute lulijiict slill OjifH i^ ii 
JiUure hearings jui it was evideot a vote of cens^B# 
mMli be obtained, he signified that fae would ^tl\ip 
with them on these condtltoM, that the testh^fuif 
which h^d been exhibited should be considered of 
fuU evidence of the merUs ef the charges, and bis 
vote should be given on that principle exclusivelj, 
and that they should furthermore give me an imn^ 
cliaf€ opportunity to vindicate myself «ga<n«f thei^ 
charges and censure, which he bad no doubt I mighjt 
be fully enabled to do. Some others, it was under* 
stood, compromised in a similar manner.. ThiLs an 
unanimous vote of censure was obtained* 

Astonishing ! A christian tribunal ! What, obr 
tain by threats, and promises which they refuse t^ 
fulfil, what they could not accomplish by intrigt$es 
and perjured testimony ! ! Yes, this fact has been 
declared to me to be truth. It has been transmitte4 
to me by indubitable testimony \ ^^ Be sure your 
gins will find you out," must rin^^ like the knell of 
death, in the ears of such heaven-daring offenders ! 

The above particulars, relative tp obtaining the 
vote of censure, were communicated, not long since, 
by the Rev. Pitkin Cowles, of Canaan, who w^ 
the member thus compelled Id vote, to a venerable 
gentleman of unquestionable veracity^ in the city of 
Hudson, with a request, or permission, that I might 
be informed of the extraordinary fact. I hav^ 
since had an interview with Mr. Cowles, in which 
he confirmed the statement I had received, and 
which I have penned, verbatim, so far as my memory 
jKTves me. In my interview with him, he stated thfit 
he bad written me a letter about fifteen monlhs 
since, explaining his motived in giving his vote in 
thie manner he did, viz. for the purpose of keepifiy 
the subject open for a hearing, which b^ apprehendle 
ed would be otherwise closed, but his letter I bavi^ 
never received. It was probably retained inrColt- 
necticut, as has been the case with many oth^r lefv 
ters whi^h were addressed to me ; .apd whether U 
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kas fallen into the hands of my active peraecotorfti 
er not, thejr may perhaps be better eimbled to de- 
cide than myself. • 

As a further confirmalion of the correctness of the 
preceding statenieot of the trial, I shall sobjoui some 
affidavits. 

Deacon Seymour, of Hilbdale^ NeW'^York, and 
Mr. Norton, of Sheffield, Mass. both of whom had 
been members of the church in Ellsworth, had been 
Mummoned by Mr. Philo Swift, as if by my reqiiestf 
to attend as witnesses at Cornwall on the second 
Tuesday of August; yet I had not the leasi knoir* 
ledge of the fact, until nearly the close of the fol* 
lowing Decembar. They gave their attendance on 
the first day, when being ii2brmed, by the declara* 
tioQ of one or more members of the association^ 
that they should have nothing to do with ** M r« 
Parker's witnesMtSj^ but only wuhtdfor thote who 
would testify i^^inst m«, they considered them* 
selves to be dismissed from their attendance. Thia 
circumstance, together with the disgusting and a]K 
paling spectacle, which was exhibited before them> 
caused them to withdraw at nearly the close of the 
first day. 

** I, Daniel P. Norton, of lawfnl age, depose and 
say, that I received a request, in conjunction with 
deacon Amos Seymour, by a letter from Philo 
Swift, of Cornwall, Connecticut, to appear on the 
second Tuesday of August, 1817, at the south 
meeting-house in said Cornwall, before the north as** 
sociation of Litchfield county, which letter pur-* 

Parted that it was the request of the Rev. Daniel 
arker, then of Oreenville, Greene county, New^ 
York, that we shoidd attend ; and that the Rev« 
Peter Starr, moderator of the said association, had 
requested him the said Swift to summon us to at« 
tend. We accordingly attended at the time and 
place specified, where it appeared that a complaint 
had been filed before the said association, then to be 



beard agaioftt Mr. Parker, aa was esh^iited by tbaiiF' 
documents, and read iotnediateiy on the opening of 
the asfiociation* It saemed that Mr. Parker coidd 
Bot appear before the association at that timei aa 
they were unable to grant him a pftrtectioo from ar« 
rest ; and that he had employed the Rey. Beriak 
Hotchkin, of said Oreenvdle, to.appear^hi his be- 
half, for the purpose oi negotiating an opportonky 
for his attendance in person at a future time of trial'; 
and that he had forwarded by the Rev. Mr* Hotch^ 
kin two communications in writing, for the purpose' 
of accomplishing that object. The Rev. Mt* 
Hotchkin was accordingly received, and acksow- 
ledged by the assbciatioki as agent for Mr. Parker*' 
He then presented a written document from Mrt- 
Parker to the Rev. Peter Starr, moderator of the' 
association, to be communicated. On preaentiag'^ 
it, there was an objection immediately made by 
aome of the association against receiving it ; and if: 
was urged as a reason that they had met an special 
business, and could not be interrupted. After m 
lengthy debate, a vote was taken, whether the com- 
munication should be received, and carried by a 
very small majority ; I should say but one. On 
reading the communication, it appeared that Mr. 
Parker had respectfully requested the association 
to appoint four members of that body, to unite with 
four members from Greene county, whom he named • 
in his communication, viz.. the Rev. Messrs. David 
Porter, D. D. Seth Williston, Henry B. Sttmson, 
and Beriah Hotchkin, or James Jewel ; or any 
other four whom theu should be pleased to name ; . 
and requested that they might meet as a joint com* 
toittee, if I rightly recollect, in the month of Sep* 
tember following, in Northeast, and investigate and : 
decide on the subjects of inquiry. . 

" Messrs. Perry and Stone, and, if I do not mis- * 
take, Harvey, strenuously opposed the request of ; 
Mr. Parker, and observed, that the power was io * 
their own hands^ and they were not wUling to de^ 
legate it to others. After a lengttiy debate, and 
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tteeiMutt eM6ttliaA by the dbov^e aamed persowi 
tfae request of Mr. Parker waa unanimaualy reject- 
td, (wHh tihe exceptimi} I belieTe, of Mr. Cowles.) 

/I^be Rev. Mr. Hotcbkin then presented a second 
coBiffliinicalion from Mr^ Parker, vis. to ask the as« 
aoeiatioD) as a body, to adjourn to a future day, and 
come into Northeast, about half a mile over the 
Gonoectieut line, that he might have the opportunity 
of attending in person to the investigation of the 
soh^cts of inquiry^ instituted against htm. Mr. Per^ 
ry, and, if I mistake not, Stone and Harvey, sirenU' 
ously opposed this reqirast. Mr. Perry stated, that 
it would be etf^ of their jurisdiction ; and whatever 
they should do in that case would not be bindings 
as it would be out of their limiis. Mr. Harvey, I 
think, stated as an objection, that if they must go 
OTer the line into the state of New^Tork, they musf^ 
pei^aps, by and by, go over the Missiasippii or in* 
to Canada^ to give a person an opportunity of at- 
tendance. After a laboured and strenuous opposi- 
tion, there was, if I rightly remember, an unanimous 
rejection of this request, (with the exception, as be- 
fore, if I rightly remember^ of Mr. Cowles.) 

** The fiev. Mr. Hqtchkin, then, in the name and 
behalf of Mr. Parker, entered a protest against the 
aB8ociati<m's proceeding to trial, as he^Mr. Parker, 
coald not attend in person, which he earnestly de- 
sired ; and' that the trial must necessarily be wholly 
sapporfe, should they proceed. The association 
th^i voted they would proceed to trial. The Rev. 
Ml*. Hotchkin again observed, that he had heard 
Mr* Parker say, that he should object to some of 
the members of that body sitting, should he be tried 
by that body, whenever the siAject was investiga- 
ted. Mr. Perry immediately replied, that he un- 
derstood by Mr. Hotchkin that his powers extend- 
ed no further ; that he should object to his further 
proceeding, unless he continued as counsel for Mr. 
P^ker in the trial. Mr. Stone then observed, that 
he expected he was one who would be objected to 
by Mr* VukeVf but he diould object to Mr. Hotch^ 



leiH rgteting mijf tnm Uf teal, Mi$m h% 
ed in. the trial as oMiwel for Mr. Parker. 

'• The Rev. Mr. Hetchida then eaUed oa ^ 
eeribe, Mr. Harvej, md reqoetfedof bin flieprfvt- 
itge of a Kttle paper, a peo, and the uae irf^ mme kit, 
•a Mr. Parker had requested hinn to tak« umniteacf 
ttwir proceediDgB, if his comamnicatiens wtim re- 
jecled. Mr. Harrej replied, he tmiM ntfi apme 
ttity. Mr. Starr, the moderater, then cvbaervted^'xt 
iq^ars that Mr. Parker lias a « stenogrupker^^ 
which produced a «ft9er or laugh from a comiSera^ 
Me proportion of the venereMe asaociatiaii. 

'* The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then inquired, if aDy* 
of the miniciteni had a pen and ink they irould /a- 
«otcr him wjth. His request was itof accommodi^- 
ed. Mr. Hotchkin then requested, if amy person 
who lived in the vicinity would furnidi him with pa- 
per, pen, and ink, as he was a stnmger there, he 
would remardthem for the same ; to wjiich he re- 
ceived no answer bat j^bts and jaugibs. . 

^ The association then proceeded to calion wit- 
nesses* Cyrus Swan, Esq. waa called upoDy.fMiIf- 
fiedj and tesiyied. Mr. Swan testified that Mr. 
Parker had given tk false deposiiion in reiaiioir to 
a note given to the Bridgeport baak,4signed by Wil- . 
Uam iiewis, Ira Swift, and others, in respect to the 
period of time for which the note was given. Bwaii 
declared, that the said note was given on demand ; 
and that all the notes tpren to the Bridgeport bmk, 
at the time of William Jbewis, Ira Swift, and oAers 
giving the said note, were given off denmnd. 

Question bjf D. Parker. Did not Cyrus Swan 
take a particular active part as ^toimey, advocate^ 
witness, and accuser againet me at this trial ? 
* Answer. He did. I thought so then, and think 
eo stin. 

\ -Question. Did not Swan appear to be eamett 
and 6 i7/er against me? 

Answer. That was my full imptessioH. I was 
fiilly convinced that he did all in his power to-crt- 
mnio^eyou. - 



* %ie«iiMi« Bid yov jM nnderttaiid at that 1 
from the assoctation, that Swan bad voltmieered hk 
'^etYicea at the Uiai, and that although, his bosmen 
9V0S fortsBtng at home, he would cheerfully iarrg 
mUil the next dag to aceomnuHiaie them.^ 
. Anmer* I did* 

Qim»iion* Did sot Messrs- Perry^ Stone, and 
Harv^ as also several others, take a decidedly 
active paii against me at the trial ? 

Af^wer. Yes. 

Question. Did not Messrs. Perry, Blair, and 
others, jeer, lan^h, and «tieer, whenever anj testi- 
mony was exhibited which appeared to militate 
against jne ? 

Answer. Ye^. 

QtiestioA* Did not some other members also of 
the association laugh, ridicule, and jeer, and fre- 
quently exhibit &iar)»i of much jfratt^co^ion, when- 
ever any thii^ was testified, or suggested, which 
had the appearance of contributing to my injury f 

Answer. Yes. 

QitesliQti* What was the general appearance, 
especially of a considerable proportion of the as- 
sociatioB ? Did they exhibit the appearance of un- 
prejudiced men ? 

Answer. Far from it, in my opinion, on such an 
eecasion. They did not appear to act with that 
candour and prudence which became ministers of 
the^gospel. 

Questimu Were you dot convinced from what 
you aawythat they were determined to convict me^ 
guilty, or not guilty ? 

Aimwer. 1 was fully convinced that they were 
determined to convict ymt at any rate, 
..'. Que«h'd9i. Did not the generality of the associa- 
tion seem wholly bent to produce testimony against 
me, and apparently unwilling to seek for any evi- 
dence which ihould go to exctilpate me ? 

Answer* I thought they did. They seemed tft 
18 
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gie to be aecuurs as well as jndgtSj dtiffing^uif at- 
le&dance* 

(htestion. Were y(m or deae^n Seymoar calM 
iffiofi as witnesses, by tfae association at the 4ria} ?- 

Answer. We were not. 

Que^/ion. Have you not beard Daniel fk. John, 
Esq* say repeatedly, that bad / tarried m Connec- 
ticut, and not moved from tbat state, I should have 
done well enough ; but because I had moved outdf 
the state, I had wholly lost my character? 

Answer. Tes, I hsrefretjfliently. 

iatuestion. Were you not knowing to the fact, 
tiiat many of the witnesses caHed upon to testify 
against me at the trial, were and had been open and 
bitter enemies to tne long before the trial ? 

Answer'. Tes, I did ; three or four of them, par- 
ticularly Cyrus SwantnA Stephen Deming^ and 
•it was well known that Eisq. Si. John wits very Mf- 
ter. 

DANIEL P. NORTON/' 

<*^tate of New- York, ss. Greene county, on 
the 23d day of December, 1817, the above named 
Daniel P. NortofI came before me, and made so- 
lemn oath, that what is above related is substantialr 
iy true. 

Abijar Rbbdj Justice P<^ce.'' 

*^ I, Amos Seymour, of lawful age, depose and 
say, that I have examined the aflSdavtt of Mr. Da- 
niel P. Norton, made on the 23d day of December, 
1817, and acknowleged before 4bijah Reed, E^q. 
in relation to the proceedings of the North stssocia- 
tion of Litchfield county, on the 12th day of Au- 
gust last past, in Cornwall, respecting Mr. Parker's 
trial before that body, and cordially concur in thfe 
truth of the same, except the question relative to 
Esq. St. John's declaration, of whidji I have hadtio 
personal knowledge, as I have not seen him since 
the trial in Cornwall. 
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€iuestion by D. Parker. What were your iiv» 
preBBions and feelings, when you witneated the 
trsHisactMNBft and .proceeding of the association at 
Cornwall, on Ihe 12tb of August last ? 

Answer* My feelings wese greatly wounded at 
die illiberul and pryudiced manner of their pro- 
eeedin^s* They were such as I could not have be- 
lieved^ bad I not been an ege wittiess ; and wounded 
my feelings to such a degree, that after tarrying 
until nearly evening of the first day, I withdrew, 
being linn^t/Itng* further to witness the scene* 

Question* Did you not, at that time, receive 
the impression, that they proceeded in a manner 
they^ould have been unwilling to be treated? 

Answer. I did. . 
: QMesHon* Did not the Rev. Mr. Hotchkin re- 
quest the association, at that time, after they had re- 
jected my written communications, and before they 
had called on s^y witnesses, to adjourn to a future 
time, to meet even in Cornwall^ that I might have 
tm opportunity of attending in person ? 

Answer. He did, but his request was rejected. 

QiMeslion. Did you not receive the impression 
from th^ association, that it was needless for the 
witnesses whom they had summoned to attend on 
my part to tarry, as they would not probably be call- 
ed upon by the association to testify before them ? 

Answer. I did. 

AMOS SEYMOUR." 

. " State of New-York, ss. Columbia county, on 
the 14th day of Jan. 1818, the above named Amos 
Seymour came before me, and made solemn oath, 
that what is above stated is substantially true." 
James Platt, Justice Peace." 

The following information was communicated to 
jne by Mr. Norton, at the time of receiving his affi- 
davit. At nearly the close of the first day of the 
aession of the association, deacon Seymour request- 
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ed him to retire* On going out of the botiBe, t£e 
deacon observed to him that he could not tarry anjr 
longer. As it bad been signified by some of the 
members of the association, that none were to be 
improved to testify, who were considered as w^ 
wkoesses, it would be needless for them to tarry ; 
and he chose to ride, as the scene was such as lie 
was unwilling further to nfitnese* Deacon Seymouv 
added, that he had before had full confidence in 
the ministers of that body ; but the conduct of some 
of them had been sucht that he could ne\er be wil- 
ling to hear them preach again. 

They immediately^ proceeded on their return^ 
but^ad not gone far before evening overtook them^ 
and they put up for' the night. The extraordinary 
transactions which they had witnessed caused the 
deacon Continually to converse on the subject, ex- 
preesing his amazement, until late bed time, ami 
even aftc^r they had retired for rest. The next 
morning he resumed the subject, and it was almost 
his constant theme, during the following day and 
evening ; nor did it seem as if he could banish it 
from his mind one moment* 

On my interview with deacon Seymour, on the 
receipt of this information, he observed, that it was 
impossible for him to describe his feelings. He 
had long been acquainted with the members of that 
body, had often been a member with them in ec- 
clesiastical ceiuncils, and had expected the strictest 
propriety and candour in their proceedings. But 
tn this he had been greatly disappointed* He in- 
formed me that for some weeks, bis emotions were 
indescribable^ and he .was lead to doubt, whether 
there could be an honest man upon the earth«r The 
words of thje wise man appeared to be singularly 
emphatical, " that man in bis best estate, was alto* 
getner vanity." And divine truth seemed to be of 
forcible applicalfon, ^' that there is none righteous, 
no not one. There is none that understandeth^ 
there is none that seeketh after God. They are 



til gobe out of the waj. Th^y are together be-i 
come unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, 
no^ «ot one. .Their throat 19 en open seiftilchre ; 
^itfa. their tongues jthej hare used deeeit; the>poi- 
son of asps is under their lips* Whose mouth is 
•fell of cursing and bitterness ; their feet are swift 
.to shed blood ; destruction and misery are in their 
ways ; and the way of peace have they not known*; 
there is no fear of God before their eyes.'' 

Having procured the foregoing affidavits, J soop 
after read them in the hearing of parson Hotcbkin, 
and inquired of him whether they were correct- 
He replied, the deponents were favoured with eX" 
cellent memories. As Mr. Hotchkin had before 
declined saying any thing relative to the trtaiment 
he had received from the association, or giving any 
optnion, in any form, respecting their proceedingif, 
I requested of him to inform me whether he should 
feel it to be his duty to confirm the statements f 
He signified that they were true. 

In the month of January following, when a num- 
ber of clergj^en were assembled in 6reenville,t 
and the foregoing affidavits were read, the Rev^ 
Mr. Hotchkin wa^ called upon io testify, whether 
tiiese affidavits were correct? He replied, that he 
^considered them to be correct He added, that 
not having been accommodated with a pen >and ink 
until the evening of the first day of me trial, he 
then endeavoured to note down what be could re- 
collect ; ' many particulars of which, he found in 
his minutes^ corresponding with the affidavits ; and 
others werie recalled to his remembrance by be- 
ing repeated* t 

By the Rev. Mr. Hotchkin, on his return firom 
Cornwall, I received a letter from Dr. Calhoooi 
who had been employed as a magistrate, to qualify 
Iheir witnesses, on the first day of the trial, but 
withheld his attendance on the second day, as the 
scene was ioo disgusting to witness. 
• 18* 



The followbg is an exfraet of hte letter, datelt^ 

« Cornwall^ Aug. I3tt, f 817» 
** I attended yesterday on your ex parte trid," 
and am not disappointed in the mode pursned, nor 
shall I be at all disappointed in the result; for I 

Slainly foresee a determination to convict Nor 
o I think, had yon the eloquence of a Sbermai^ 
it could avail z.ny thing. lam more and more 
convinced of the propriety of my former exj^res- 
aions, that ecclesiastical courts are, of all tribunal^ 
the most exceptionable, and the most under the 
control of prejudice. But as you will hare' mom 
full detail by Mr. H. I shall say no more, only, 
Mr. Swan testified nobly for himself; and at times 
asBumtd the attitude of attorney, advocate, wit? 
ness, and accuser ; all in accordance with his fe^ 
ihgB, I presume.'* 



SECTION V. 

The following certified copy of the doingis of 
the association was transmitted to me, from their 
x^gister, by Mr. Hotchkin. 

^' At an adjourned meeting of the north associit- 
tion of Litchfield county, holden at the south meet- 
ing house in Cornwall, on Tuesday the 1 2th day of 
August, 1817, — Present: Rev. Messrs. Samuel J, 
Mills, Peter Starr, Alexander Gillet, Jeremiah 
♦BWlockr David L. Perry, Timothy Stone, Pitkin 
Cowles, Charles Prentice, James Beach, Joseph 
Harvey, Asa Blair, Ralph Emerson. Mr. Starr, 
the moderator, opened the meeting with pralycr. 
The association proceeded to call np the business, 
when it appeared there was a complaint before them 



Ami the R«T. Mr» Beach, against the Rev. Dahiel 
Parker» a member of the aasociation, now residing 
in the state of Neir-York,— orhich r.omplaint is on 

me. 

^ The Bev. Beriah Hotchkin appeared, and re» 
queeted to be heard as counsel for Mr. Parker* 
The association unanimonsly voted to admit Mr* 
Hotchkin as coansel for Mr. Parker in this trial. 

'* A communication^ was then read from Mr. Par* 
ker, reqttesthig, that as he could not be personally 
present in this place without exposing himself to 
arfest and imprisonment; the association would ap* 
point four of their body to unite with four minis* 
ters in the state of New-Tork, to try his cause in 
ihat state. The association unanimously decided, 
that it ia inconsistent, and impracticable, for them 
to commit a subject of this nature, to a committee 
'of their body, much more, to members of other 
bodies. 

<< Mr. Parker, by his counsel, then made a re- 
quest that the association would • adjourn to some 
^lace in the state of New-Tork to try the coob 
plaint. 

<* The association unanimously decided, that 
they could not consistently accede to this proposal. 
• ** The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then declared, that « 
his powers as counsel for Mr. Parker, extended no 
further, that Mr. Parker had given him orders to 
make no defence at this time and place, and to en- 
ter a protest against the association's proceeding to 
try the case, and also to give the association to un- 
derstand, that if they proceeded to investigate and 
decide against him, he should publish a statement 
to the world in his own vindication. 

** The association then proceeded to an invest!'* 
gation of the case before them*. Several witness- 
es being sworn, gave their testimony. Documents 
were read, and a report of a committee of investi- 
gation appointed at a former meeting of the asso;^ 
ciation was heard.- 
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: {< Seyerrf witneMes were oiled at the requet of 
Mr. Parker, of whom deacon Abel Woodward ap- 
peared and gave his testimonj. 

<< After hearing all the witnesses present ; ihe 
association feeling that they are the proper and 
constituted board to try their own membcgrs, and 
iiaring evidence that the regular steps prescribed 
by the gospel have been duly taken, and that Mc» 
Parker has been duly cited to appear before the asr 
Bociation at this time and pla^e ; after uniting in 
prayer for divine wisdom and guidance, came to 
the following re^ulU (via.) 

^VThe association are unanimously of opinion 
that within the last two yearr, and with respect t6 
some facts before, not previously investigated ; is 
GCiLTT of not maintainmg that regard for truth, and 
of not having been governed by those principles oi 
integrity, which are essential to the christian cha- 
racter, and especially that of a christian minister. ;; 
, /' The association also feel themselves aggrieved 
on account of Mr. Parker's using a certificate iat 
Jbiis regular standing in the ministry which had pre- 
viously been recalled for his misconduct. 

** After taking- these things into considerationu 
the association unanimously deem it their duty to 
suspend, from henceforth, the authority of the Rev. 
Daniel Parker, to exercise the functions of a nun- 
ister of the gospel, derived through* them. And 
it is hereby suspended. 

*V A true copy of the minutes on file. 

** Attest, Joseph Harvev, 
*' Register of Association.^ 

On perusing the above, it would seem that I sud- 
jdenly fell into a swoon, when the following train 
X>f reflections arose. 

I forcibly felt, that the climax of inconsistencjf^ 

outrage^ and oppression^ was perfect and complete 

4n all its parts. When recovered, in some smdl 

tfegreci from the chilling shock, I seemed to look 
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down upon the authors and abettor^ of the receof 
slaughter with pifj/t s^nd yet with miDgled eiQotioni 
of gri^ and horror! It would seem that therd 
were discoverable among their group» several, emi- 
tient for their piety and virtue, whp occasionally 
looked back upon the battle ground, and in faint 
and faultering accents sighed out, while the tears 
gently flowed from their weeping eyes, ** I do'nt 
know that we did right, I did not then feel clear in 
it ;" yet we were impelled on by those who would 
not be restrained from striking the fatal blow. It 
is possible we were not sensible ot their realod* 
j€c$8 and intentions. Their arguments were plau^ 
$ible; their words were honied; the enormoua 
crimes alleged were shocking; but they were 
nianaged with distinguished skill ; and there were 
jvitnesses ready and cheerful to testify iu favour of 
many of the heinous charges which were advan- 
eed. Although 9V€ meant right; yet having, in 
tome meddiur&i resigned the reins to those who 
were younger, or more vigorous to defend our 
rights, we did not CQnsult, so extensively, the na^ 
hire and manner of operations, having reposed 
full confidence in our leaders. 

In another quarter 1 seemed to discover the 
leaders, assembled together in celebration of their 
joyful conquest, their hands still reeking with 
blood, and their garments of a crimson hue. 
They appeared to announce their joy with heartfelt 
satisfaction, and seemingly to exult, that the fatal 
die was cast, and their anxious minds temporarily 
relieved ! Envy and vengeance were satiated, and 
^^ proscriptiofi^ consummated. They seemed to 
say, the terror of our peace, and the object of our 
envy is gone ! We have entombed him, and he can 
rt^e^no more ! Hush, now, our anxious throbbing 
bosoms! We are safe from detection ! We are^ 
secure in our awful enormities, which have continu- 
ally haunted us " ip the house and by the way, 
when we lay down, and when we rose up ;'* when 



we unblushio^Ij entered the consecrated deskji aaS 
denounced the judgments of heaven against ^^ liarSp 
murderers, slanderers^ backbiters^ inventers q^ 
evil things^ the despiteful ?Lnd malignant y^^ and sucb 
as indulge in '^ deceit, dishonesty^ oppressiony and 
every evil work /" Long hare our anxious souls 
been wrung with torture, and avraji/ in €tgonjf^ 
Now take jour ^' ease, eat, drink, and be merry Vt 
No terrors or alarms can assail us more ! Our 
most sanguinary hopes have been surpassed, by 
the success of our subtle intrigues and fnatchlesa 
skill, to bring over to our views the truly pious and 
unsuspecting of our number. Having secvffed 
their compliance, although by the vilest measures^ 
we feel safe from deteclion. We are a grea^ and 
powerful Dody, and none can expect successfully- 
to call us to an account. We look with contempi^ 
at the relentings of Judas; and we will never so 
4emean ourselves, as to acknowledge our inferiour^ 
guilt, or permit the gnawings of the worm that 
never dies to hetway. our wickedness. We knew that 
the charges which we caused to be exhibited, were 
without the shadow of foundation.. We knew they 
could not stand the test of an honest examination a 
■ingle moment. We were therefore under the ne- 
cessity of fixing on a time, and place, when and 
fvhere we knew the respondent could not attend, ia 
pr^er to ensure our success. We were furthermore 
obliged to urge the violation of ail rules, cj^il, sa- 
tredi and human, and adopt the grossest in^onsis-' 
tencies, in order to our speedy and successful iss^e^ 
And yet, to accomplish onr wishes, ail our hopes 
and dependence, even in an ex j^arf^ trial,* were up- 
on per/tir^d witnesses, with whom we were remark* 
ably privileged. Rejoice, O our souls, for the dead 
can no more rise to advocate ^or maintain their in- 
jured rights ! .^^ 

We have persecuted several of our number who 
^ould not unite with Ms, in ov^v fir^t attempts, to de? 
#troy the enemy of our repo8^« Lest our atteoipts 
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slioutd prove too bold, and thereby expose ub f# 
d'eiection, haying subjected them to awe, we hazard^ 
ed a second effort, without cause or provotaiion^ 
being fiillj persuaded our former opponents would 
Bot dare to make further resistance io the accom* 
plisfament of our designs. Thus our prowess and 
deception have- accomplished wonders, of which 
the most desperate could not have reasonablj in- 
dulged the least expectation, and we have discontr 
fited all those, whose piety and integrity presented 
insttperable obstacles to the prosecution of our 
wishes. 

In the full view of thocb apparent exclamations, I 
seemed to recover, in a great degree, from the reve^ 
rie into which I had been suddenly precipitated by 
such an unparalelled explosion; and while the smoke 
and dust were yet seemingly suffocating to vital 
irespiration, I discovered that the animal functions 
had not ceased to fulfil their offices. On further 
examination, although the explosion had been re- 
markably loud, the echo shrill, and the shock truly 
appalling, it did not appear that any of the ossicU" 
lar system had received any material injury. Re- 
suming courage, that I might still resuscitate, al- 
though medical skill did not appear immediately 
to lend its salutary aid j and many of my professed 
friends had seemed to have abandoned me to my 
fate, yet the struggles of nature powerfully re-fl«- 
serted their rights, and appeared to indicate retum^^ 
ing life and vigour. 

Having, in some degree, recovered the wonted 
powers of my mind, and finding the attested copy 
of the association still before me, I feel it to be in* 
cumbent to examine more carefully into its nature 
and contents. 

On a reperusal of this attested copy, I seem io 
discover many singularities, of such a nature, as I 
teaid never before witnessed in any trial. I do not 
recollect ever to have seen before a result of an 
ticclestastical court, without a particular reference 



to the $tural artities of chatgt eontained in Are 
complaint* It has ever been the case, in every 
other instance, so far as 017 knowledge has extend- 
ed, either to pronotmct the article of charge sup? 
ported by evidence^ or the conirary^ that the delin- 
quent might know on whai grounds he was ca»- 
dtmned or acquitted hj his judges. This appears 
lo have been a custom universally adopted in civil 
jLS well as ecclesiastical courts, in all civilised and 
protestcmt countries. But it must be acknowledg- 
ed there is an exception in the present instance. 

Will it be urged, that vl place was selected for the 
introduction and proaecutkpn of the wishes of the 
Authors and abetiors^ which was congenial with 
the nature and des^n of the objects intended to be 
accomplished? Or, must not charity powerfully 
urge the apology^ that having casually assembled 
\ :On ground devoted to the civilization and refiner 

{ nient of the heatheui and having once inhaled the 

^ air of that fable section, they had become inseneir 

hie, as if by a Lethean draughty to the former re&ne* 
ments which they had derived from the blessings 
of civilization and Christianity, and thns impercep" 
tibly plunged into this gross barbarism/ If this 
apology is not admitted, mmt not charity be wholly 
ej§'*aced,and the authors and abettors of the prosecuti- 
on be acknowledged lobe entirely under the influence 
of sinister motives and designs ? Candour and di|» 
ty, it must be readily acknowledged, had the mind 
been tinconlamma^ed, would have influenced. them 
to have taken up their articles of charge individu^ 
ullyi and have frankly said of each charge, that it 
was supported or not by the evidence before them. 

Had there been a solitary article of charge^ 
which they had conscientiously considered to have 
been supported by evidence, would they have /ra- 
med their result in the manner they did ? Would 
they have omitted to make mention of a charge 
thus supported by evidence, as a reasonable foun- 
dation on which to ground theic censure t R^apoQt 
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and comBioa ntnne will bear teGrtimony, that the vt* 
rulence and testimony of some of the active mem* 
hers, which have aireadj been proved, by incanttth' 
A)ert%ble testimony, would have led them to grasp 
with eagerness at the least tissue of testimontf, 
which would have been even plausibUf on which to 
found their vote of censure. I will cheerfully ha- 
sard the assertion, that their testimony was insfffi- 
eieut to satisfy their own minds, and therefore they 
durst not ground their censure on any article of 
charge, lest it should expose them in a still more re- 
prehensible manner. The evasion in framing this 
report, I think clearly proves this fact. Indeed, 
they had but one witness, to the support of any 
charge ; and the suggestion of perjury in the testi* 
mony given before them, was even a subject ofcon* 
versation, or altercation among iliemselves^ before 
they proceeded to pass their vote of censure. 
Hence with some, at least, ignorance could not be 
plead in extenuation of the act. What other infe" 
fence, therefore, can be derived, respecting this 
point, than this plain truth, which has already been 
clearly attested, by those who witnessed but even 
a small portion of their proceedings, that it was ob- 
vious they (meaning the active partisans, whose in- 
fluence controlled (he unsuspecting by their zeal and 
efforts) were determined " to condemn me at any 
mfe.'' And who were the active members in this 
and the former persecution ? If confined to the 
members of , that body, we shall see, eminently con- 
^icuous among their number, Messrs. Perry^ 
StonCj and Harvey ; and aiding and assisting with 
a liberal hand, Messrs. Starr ^ Prentice^ and Blair ^ 
Reader, retrace ibeir whole procedure, as has ap- 
peared by ample testimony from the commence- 
ment of their operations, and I cheerfully submit to 
your own judgment the obvious reasons for this de« 
oision. 

If we take notice of particulars in th%a/fcs/- 
«l isopy^ it is clearly apparent that all are stia** 
19 
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ped to the accomplishment of this unexampled 
result. 

In the first place, of the members who compo- 
sed the board, we find all the virulenty active parti- 
sans are present, and but three who have not al- 
ready been distinguished in the preceding state- 
ment^ as actively engaged to procure my crimina- 
tion, viz;. Messrs. Mills, Cowles, land Emerson. 
The last is a member who has been united with 
the association since my removal from Connecticut, 
with whom I have not the least personal acquaint- 
ance. JVIe^srs. Mills and Cowles were opposed to 
their result,, on^ of whom had been employed as a 
second, by the appointment of the body, to witness 
the forms of taking the nominally prescribed rules 
of the gospel, in order to bring me before them for 
condemnation, although he has repeatedly i^ade 
the declaration, that he was convinced, from the 
documents which I was enabled to exhibit at the 
t^me the charges were preferred, (of which I had 
not th^ least previous knowledge,) that there was 
no foundation for either of their charges ; and that 
he left GreeneviHe at that time, fully determined 
to oppose their attempts to criminate me on the 
charges alleged. The other member, viz. the 
Be v. Mr. Mills, had, by various exertions, been in- 
ftuenced to unite in the combinaiion, but had the 
independence to declare, that he did not doubt but 
I sbpuld be able, were I indulged with the privi- 
lege, to remove their numerous and flagrant asper- 
sions. Yet by cpmj^i^i^or^ measures, the tn;o 7af- 
ier were brought to ^nite in the vote of censure ; 
thjB o^e, as he has declared to me, for the sole pur- 
pose of procuring the opportunity of my being 
heard in defence immediately after, which, as he 
supposed, would otherwise have been irholly pre- 
cluded, but which has since been refused ; the o/b- 
er has since declared ^* th^t th^y had cut my 
tfefoa^, That he did not tjien know or feel clear in 
it, noi^had h^ since, but they seemed determined 
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to take that course/^ Hence this particular is 
clearly resolved. 

Their minutes then state, that '^ the association 
unanimously voted to admit Mr. Hotchkin as coun^ 
set for Mr. Parker in this trial.** 

This perversion is singular, as I had employed 
Mr. Hotchkin merely as an agent, for the purpose 
of negotiating an opportunity for attendance in 
person, in my defence, as was clearly exhibited in 
my communications. 

They then observe, in relation to my request 
that they would appoint four of their members to 
ntiite with/owr mmisters in the state of New-York, 
to investigate and decide upon the subjects of in- 
quiry, that "the association unanimously decided^ 
that it is inconsistent and impracticable for theoi 
to commit a subject of this nature to a committee 
of the body, much more to members of other bo- 
dies.'' 

Why this unwillingness " to commit a subjectt)f 
this nature to a committee J*^* It would be neither 
new nor unprecedented^ but in accordance with 
common usages. Were these prosecutors fearful 
that they shouhl not be appointed on this commit- 
tee, and therefore could not fulfil their pledges, 
" that they would act in my trialj*^ and thus fail 
of gratifying the native propensity of their feelings^ 
by giving their vote against me? And did they 
also entertain fears, that tho^e who were not par- 
ticular members of their body, (a circumstance 
which in former cases they had uniformly acced- 
ed to,) would act disinterestedly, and possibly their 
feelings might not be gratified in their decision ? 
and therefore, for the purpose of being sure to con- 
demn, they would claim their own exclusive right 
to pass the vote of censure ? 

But who were these objectors ? The affidavits 
have, doubtless, sufficiently exhibited. Some, it* 
would seem, who had long before been served with 
copies of complaints, for grossly unchristian coa- 
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ducty but had evaded a trial, by a basty alterttiionf 
of their constitution; and offter^, no doubt, who 
were in constant /ear, on their own account, as well 
as for some of their associates. Thus, the rejec- 
iion of this request must doubtless have been cor-' 
dial with many. 

" Mr. Parker, by his counsel^ then made a re- 
qi^est, that the association would adjourn to some 
place in the stat.e of New-York to try the com- 
plaint. The association unanimously decided that 
they could not consistently accede to this propo- 
sal." 

This is indeed flagrant, if I have received cor- 
rect impressions from Mr. Beach, whom I under- 
stood to say, when at Greenville, that the body had 
agreedf at their preceding session, if I could not 
consistently come over the line to attend the trial, 

' but would send a request to them to adjourn to a 

. future time, and come over the line, it should bt^ 
granted. He moreover added, just before he kff 
my house, " that he would use his utmost efforts, 
that such a request should be granted.^^ I leave 
it with the reader to reconcile these pledges with 

' th^ir attested decision. It will be noticed that the 
attested minutes of their register declare Mr. 
Beach to have been t» this vote ; and as he had 
been their agent, they were bound to ratify his . 
pledges. 

" The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then declared that his 
power, as counsel for Mr. Parker, extended no far- 
ther; that Mr. Parker had given him orders to 

. make no defence at this time and place, and to en- 
ter a protest against the association's proceeding to 
try the case, and also to give the association to ntk^ 
derstand, that if they proceeded to investigate and 
decide against him, he should publish a statement 
to the world in his own vindication." 

It will be clearly recollected, with what con- 
tempt, or disdain^ this last communication was re- 
ceived ; nor tan the highly abusive treatment^ 
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wbich ]M[r. lloteliVn receiir^dj from ^ome of. the 
SieiBbers^ at the time of hifi making these verb4 
pQRiBiunicationSybe easily erased from the mind. 

'*^ Tfae association then proceeded to an iBv^ti* 
eatioii of the case before them* Several witnesses 
being sworDi gave their testimonj." 

Sow did they proceed to an investigation? 
Was it not by publishing^ thatthqse who were co»- 
Ittdeced as my witnesses they should have no neei 
to call wpoui that they only wished to find witness- 
§m i^ testify against me ? Can such a procedure 
be called an investigation ? Is it a candid and 
christian investigation ? Would it not have been 
suitable for them to have surveyed the place where 
they held their session, and have endeavoured to 
ascertain whether they had not '^ put darkness for 
ii|^hty and bitter for sweet T" • 

" Documents were read, and a report of a com- 
niittee of investigation s^pointed at a former meet^ 
ing of the association was heard/' 

Who was this committee, and what was the re- 
porl? Was it the domestic committee, viz. Messrs. 
Giiiet and Hallock, who had been from Cornwall to 
Sharon town, occasionally calling from house to 
house, and inquiring whether the occupants could 
/lot say something . against me ? And when they 
replied they could not, the inquiry was made 
whether they could not, by close reflection, say 
something which would^ operate against me? Did 
they comprehend, in this report, the plaintive sto- 
ry of D. St. John, how he had been unexpectedlj)- 
dqfrived of his property and reduced to beggary 
by my statement? If such were the documents 
and repoi^t, let an impartial mind draw its own in* 
ferences. ^ It must be clearly obvious, that this 
was a part of their ^' investigation." 

" Several witnesses were citjed at the request of 
Mr* Parker, of whom deacon Abel Woodward ap- 
peared and gave his testimony.'* 
19^^ 
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' Who cited these witnesseB? Mr. Pfailo Swtft. 
Is he a magistrate or clergyman ? Neither. Did I 
request him to cite them ? I surely did not. Who 
k he ? The same man who had twice testified un- 
der the solemnity df ui oath, conirary to facts, 
jand to whom I had addressed a request, that he 
would redress mt for his untruths. Was he cancel- 
ling my demand on him by his faithful laboors ? 

Why do their minutes assert ^^ that several wit*^ 
nesses were cited at the request of Mr. Parker/' 
and signify that deacon Woodward onlif attend- 
ed ? Why did they not mention that deacon Sey- 
mour and Mr. Norton attended? Did they not 
know they were there? If not, they will undoabt- 
^dly have known it hereafter. Why were they not 
called upon to testify in the ^Mnvesf igaf ion ?'' 
They state, they had no opportunity to testify^, and 
It was communicated to them, that witnesses on 
my part would not be needed, as their object was 
to aamit witnesses only who would testify against 
me. Does not the expression^ therefore, seem to 
have been designed as a veil to cover hypocrisy f 
As they pronounced those who were called my 
witnesses to be released at the commencement of 
the trial, I cannot possibly account for the insinua- 
tion that there were witnesses at the trial, who tea* 
tified in my behalf. 

It is signified that deacon Woodward appeared 
for the purpose of testifying as my witness. Why 
not state the whole of the facts, as he and others^ 
have declared to me, viz. that they cabled on him 
evident iv with a design to have him cnmtna^e me, 
by testifying that I had removed from Connecticut 
an unreasonable quantity of household iurnrture ? 

When his testimony could not gratify the desires 
of the prosecutors, why did they not, like honest 
men, put inquiries to him, as they pronounce hhn 
itiy witness, relative to facts, which would go io ex* 
tulpate me from some of their charges, of which he 
n:as posst^sfd^ But, so far as I have beefi inform^ 
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e^ there Kras no qiiestion of this description potto 
him. Dr. Cathoon watl. present, whether he haA 
iieen Bimifhoned by Mr. Swift, or not, I have no 
knowledge; jet I had referred ilfr. Bea(^ to hiai> 
as ah important witness, and had derived the idea 
of a 'promise/ that he should be con^rsed mih^ 
<and he was even emplojed by the body, as a hta^ 
giflfrate, to qualify their witnesses, when the im^ 
portafit article of charge was* on irial^ of which he 
had iheri knowledge of the facts. Why did they not 
call on htm, in their ?* investigation/* or search for 
trntii, a^ -their decIaratioD implies ? The whole pro« 
cedure cleariy defeats itself y^nd plainly discovers 
the real objects. 

' •* After hearing allihe witnesses present.** Honf 
h this ? ' Had any but deacon Woodward, agreea« 
bly to their own record, been called upon to testi- 
fy, of those whom they called my witnesses? Mr. 
Swift bad cited anomber, some of whom did assu* 
redly attend, besides deacon Woodward, but were 
fMver called upon by them to testify* How then 
are we to understand this expression, ** after hear^ 
ing all the riitnesses present^** in connection with 
the last sentence, ^< severe*! witnesses were cited at 
the request of Mr. Parker, of whom deacon Abel 
Woodfoatd appeared and gave in his testimony.** 
liet the reader reconcile this diflSculty to his own 
satisfaction. 

"The association feeling that tbey are the pro* 
per and constituted board to try their own mem« 
hers.'*' 

What could have originated this suggestion res- 
fyecting their inherent rights, unless conscience had 
pressed hard upon tbem ? Indeed, why do they 
claim, exeb$sivei]/ to themselves, this prerogative, 
unless from an appH^hehsion that no others could 
be found, who would have proceeded to pass sen* 
tbnce, as they had already been determined upon. 

'♦ And having evidence that the regular steps 
prescribed by the gospel have been duly takeg^ 
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0o4 lliaft Mr. Padker bss been Auif cited to ^4WJ»t 
before the asracbtion at this time and nlace.^ 

Here are apparent alarms exhibi^d^ leat it 
might be fHippoaed they were proceeding prema^ 
pireljf^ and there aai^t be a design to repd the snsr 
picion; I apprehend their alarma are well ground- 
ed; and I take the burden upon myself to pr^v^^ 
on their, own arguioenty they were in reality j^ro- 
cee^ing. prematurely. 

They hav# already' asserted, ^* that they faav^ 
tviim^ce that the regtdar steps :have been duly tar 
keiB^ prescribed in the gospeU and that I ha^e 
been duly pUed to appear before Hum at that time 
and place.'^ 

It will be recollected that the affidavits of dea- 
con Seymour^ and Mr. Norton, attest, and the same 
flict I shall hereafter exhibit, from their moderator'a 
letter afterwards addressed to me, that one power- 
fid and conclusfve argument for rqecting my s^> 
^nd cooimunicatbn, sent by Mr. Hotchkin, re^ 
questing them to come over the Itnc, was, that they 
could not as a body act legally out of their limitSf, 
and especially out of the state; and therefor^e 
wluit they should do in that case would not be bini-^ 
ing. Is a part of a thing sreater than the whole.^ 
if not, could that body Megate a committee from 
their number to come over into this state to takr 
the^r^t and second steps, and here cite me, ^< in 
the name and behalf*^ of their association, to ap«* 
pear before them in Connecticutf when their whole 
body^ if they were to £ome over the line, eould 
not act legally^ because they would be out of their 
tiMiTs ? Their exctise and aa^gumxnt were, for r^ 
jecting my request, that they could not act Ugah 
lyj if their body came over the line. Then, could 
their committee who were but a part^ act legally 
in taking the steps^ and citing me to attend before 
them^ Did they not lose their powers the mo* 
ment they cf^o^ad the line, by exceeding the lim- 
its of their jurisdiction.^ 



On tbeir Gtm argumenif, therefore) I bare nevtr 
heen legally cMed upon bjthem; consequently 
itll their proceedings are not only invalidy bat 
grassly tfiminal. It is, hence, clearly apparent^ •• 
that there was abundanl cause for alarms ; and it 
seems reasonable to suppose, that the sentence was 
ftamtd for the purpose oidtctivmg others, in plan- 
atfrtjr suggesting their haying complied with the gos- 
pel rules, as a complete justification for them to 
strike a fatal blorv^ when their own argument de- 
elared the contrary, and condemned themselves m 
the very act* WJio will not weep over them ? 

I pass over the next sentence, lest revilers and 
scoffers should have too much reason to triumph* 

*^ The association are unanimously, of opinion, 
that within the last two years, and with respect to 
' some facts before, not previously investigated, is 
guilty of not maintaining that regard for truth, and 
' of not having been governed by those principles of 
* integrity which are essential to the christian charac- 
ter, and especially that of a^hristian minister.'' 

1 know not the meamn^ intended to be conveyed 
in this paragraph. Whether duplicity was de- 
signed in framing it, I know not. It wonld be ex- 
pected Iheir object was to pronounce sentence 
agaiost«me. But there is nothing of this kind in 
the sentence. It is possible there was an intention 
to rally under false colours, although they after- 
wards proceed to withdroiv the clerical powers 
which I had derived through them ; and that, as an- 
}^ar8, after having pronounced themselves to he 
guilty. They assert, " the association are unani- 
mously of opinion, that within the last two years, 
suad with respect to some facta before, not previous- 
ly investigated, t« guilty^ Ac.** Wkois^ilty,^ 
The association is the only agent or nomtnattvtf 
which is introduced into the sentence; consequent- 
ly the plain inference is, that gm/Hs predicated of 
the oBsociationy for no other agent is named. Al- 
though/octe clearly testify, that such a sentence^ia 



* 218 

distioguishinglj apj^licable to viany of their mem* 
bers, under all the circumstances which they «pe.cf- 
ft/ ; yet it is extraordinary that they should have 
framed their result in this manner, when professed* 
Ij sitting in judgment upon another^ unless, by a 
conviction of conscience, they viewed their case 
analogous to that of the « guilty judge." And yet 
it seems that it can be no mistake in the attested co- 
py, as it appears to have been written as was in- 
tended by the scribe. It is clearly visible, where 
the words " is guilty^* are inserted, there had been 
an erasurey which discovers that it was differently 
written in the first place, and then altered for the 
purpose of having it correct ; and it is attest^ by 
the register as a true copy of the minutes on file. 
If so, tl^en their own records testify^ that toe ass#* 
ciation pronounced itself to be guilty of not maun- 
taining tiiat regard for truth, and of not having been 
governed by those principles of. integrity^ which 
. are essential to the christian character, and espe- 
cially that of a christian minister." 

/The propriety of this, as a fact, with respect to 
.iromeof the members, I should doubt. Withj*^- 
spect to others^ I have not the least hesitation. 

'^ The association also feel. themselves aggriev- 
ed on account of Mr, Parker's using a certificate of 
his regular standing in the ministry, w&ich had 
previously been recalled for his miscondtict.'^ 

Language is incompetent to a description of the 
flagrant injustice and ini^mVy which this short sen- 
tence discloses. In the first place, how came the 
subject before them, and by what authority could 
they proceed at that time, even to act upon it, when 
the first intelligence I had received respecting it, 
was contained in the attested copy of their doings ? 
Had there been the least foundation for such a 
charge and censure^ the scriptures direct^ as a pre- 
paratory step, " Go and tell thy brother bis fault 
between thee and him alone* If he will not hear 
t||ee, thezi take with thee one or ttro more," If he 
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stm refuse, "1ell it to the church." Not the Itiut 
CDinpliance irith this direction had been attempted. 
The^rsf step w^9 publicly to introduce it, and as 
publicly to pass a censure. This, however, wai 
not the only instance in which they then permitted 
subjects to be exhibited before them, of which 1 had 
not the least previous knowledge, either by in/or- 
rhaiion or facty as if, under any pretext whatever^ 
they were determined to inflict a censure. St. Do- 
minic .would evidently have blushed at such a pro- 
cedure. 

But, secondly, there was not a shadow of foun- 
dation for such an aspersion and censure. By re- 
curring to the 98th and 99th pages, the reader will 
see all the credentials which I ever received from 
that body, of my ministerial standing, together 
with the letter from the committee of certification, 
which accompanied the last certificate. The let- 
ter states how and by whom the last certificate was 
dictated. The Rev. Mr. Mills furthermore inform- 
ed a respectable clergyman, the September follow- 
ing the dat^of his letter and certincate, that Mr. 
Beecher drafted the last certificate, and ordered 
him to copy and send it on to me, which be faithful- 
ly performed. Tet it will be noticed that my last 
certificate certifies my regular standing in the mi- 
nistry equally with the first, although it was thus 
drafiediiy a person who was not a member of the 
sarne association, and ordered to be copied and sent 
on to me. Hence it was impossible for me to exhi- 
bit any other certificate, than that of my regular 
standing in the ministry ; and yet, for the use of it, 
I was censured. They assert, '^ the association 
feel themselves aggrieved, on account of Mr. Par- 
ker's using a certificate of his regular standing in 
the ministry." This was, no douj^t, a cordial de- 
claration of the real wishes of those, who had used 
their utmost efforts long before, but without success, 
a^d had again renewed their exertions to asperse 
my reputatiojt)^ and cast a reproach on me^ with the 
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their own imimdiw might thereby be avoided* 
Does it indeed seem possible to reconc^e this de- 
claration of theifSi with honest intentions ? And in 
it not evidentlj calculaiedf if not designed, to re^ 
present to the worlds that I had, in a crimined 
naianner, made use of a certiBcate of mjr regisdwr 
•taading in the ministry, to which I was not justU/ 
entitled, and thoa to asperse my reputation by the 
vile act of^ ajonder. 

They then add, as an appendage to the laat aei^ 
tence, ^ which had-been previously reccdled for his 
mtacofkfuct.'' This declaration cannot be recon^ 
tiled with &ets, and must have been well under- 
stood, at least by aome of the members, at that time. 
Whfn were my credentials of my regular standing 
in the ministry ^r^alled*^ by any resolution or di^ 
ration of the association, before they proceeded to 
pass the vote of censure, when^they were assem- 
Med on heathen premises? Never. I challenge 
them to produce a solitary trace of it. When did 
they direct Mr. Miils, their committee tf certifica- 
tion, to do it? Never. Why did Mr. Mills write 
me a letter, laying an ^* embargo"* od the first cer- 
tificate ? He has expressly declared, that it was oc^ 
casioned by the mmidftte ^f Mr. Beecher, of course 
it was done without the ^o^t knowledge of the as- 
sociation. Nor were the association together again 
imtil more than two months afterwards, and it was 
not even then ratified by them, or ever after, until 
they passed the censure. But vrha^t accompanied 
this letter ? Another certificate, although drafted by 
Mr. Beecher^ whe is well known very commonly 4o 
have been " a busy body in other m^s' matierSj*^ 
but which certificate certified as the former didy 
<^ that I was a minister of the gospel in regular 

*\ h»ye used the ironi '* embargo,** in allusion to the 
technical form in which the Rev. IVIr. Mills was pleased to 
introduce it in his letter, which accompanied my second eer • 
tifi<?atc. •^ 
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ilftodifiig." Wai thinr plead that this eertifie«te 
iiad been ^'embargoed? If not, the assertion is 
entirely unfounded j that a certificate of my regular 
staBding in the ministrj has ever been " recalled ?" 

B»t the ground alleged for *' recalling** the cer* 
tificate, is for ^< misconduct.** This is a most hei" 
nous slander^ predicated nifon gross falsehoodSf 
as the certificates and their own records mill testu 
fyy Is it possible for their records to show the least 
trace of such facts, when they were ignorant for 
months t and some of them, probably, for j^ear^ af* 
ter Mr. Btecher had dictated to Mr. Mills on this 
subject, and that without the slightest ati^Aort^y or 
cau^ ; and when he was himself constrained to 
certify my " regular standing," which it is obvious 
he would fflad^ have avoided, could he have fra- 
med iheM^Mest pretext for >* misconduct.** 

What was the *' misconduct V* Had any article 
of charge against me ever been supported (evea 
with all the active exertions which had been ren* 
dered by certain individuals) which had been ex* 
hibited before them ? There is no such thing, and 
J cheerfiiliy appeal to their records for proof. 
Can it be reasonable to suppose that any act of Mr. 
Beecher's could authorize the declaration, even 
bad the association regarded it as ^ papal mandate^ 
when he, had expressly declared, probably not two 
days before he wrote the certificate, which he or-* 
dered Mr. Mills to forward to me, that ^* there was 
nothing for which they could censure me ?** Thus 
in evo'y view the declaration is fraught with insupC' 
rable difficulties. It clearly implies a violation o£ 
truth in several particulars, it involves^lbe guilt of 
slander in a very aggravating manner, and was 
acted upon in (5pen violaiion of the rules of the 
gospel. - 

When their Rev, moderator, Mr. Starr, was a 

few weeks after their trial at Cairo, he was inquired 

of, among others, by judge Say re, relative to their 

passing a censure upon me for the use of my minisr 

20 
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ferial credentials. Mr. Star replied, that the Reir. 
Mf. Hdtchkin testified before them, that I had ex* 
hibited credentials of mj regular standing in the 
ministry ; that they called ^on their committee of 
certification, the Rev. Mr. Mills, and that he 
testified that he had sent a letter laying an '< em- 
hargo*^ on my certificate. Mr. Starr added, that 
they could not do otherwise than to pass the cen»> 
sure. Judge Sayre informed him that I had shoml 
them two certificates, the latter of which was' of 
the same date with the letter, which pronounced 
an ^'embargo*^ to be laid on the firsts but which 
certified my regular standing in the ministry equat- 
hf with the first. Mr. Starr replied, Mr. Milk 
£d not tell us he had sent a second certificate. 
If their own members would not state thefacts^ and 
they would not give me an opportunity to be heard 
hk my own defence^ how could they expect to come 
to the light of truth. Mr. Starr obseryed, <* fftegf 
had dofke right,** 

Soon after their decision, I was at Litchfield^ 
tknd was informed by a gentleman of high respecta- 
bility and standing, that there was but one thing 
which the association had brought before them, 
which he considered to be worthy of notice, ^nd 
that was my use of my ministerial credentials in an 
improper manner. He observed, it was right that , 
^should st^er some, for such an impropriety. The 
other subjects of inquiry, he observed, were mere 
.^fr9th.*' I immediately presented him with my 
credentials, and requested him to examine for him- 
self. He perused them, after which, with much 
apparent iimgiiation, he recommended my publishr 
ing them i;i common news prints^ mthout delay. 
Several other gentlemen were present at the saoie 
time and concurred in the advice. I replied, that 
I designed to publish them, but should adopt a dif- 
ferent medium in giving them to the public- 
• Their attested copy, closes in these words : •* af- 
tef taking these things into consideration, the asiso- 
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ciatbn unanimoarij deem it to be their duty te 
suspend^ from henceforth, the authority of the Rev^ 
Daniel Parker to exercise the functions of a minr 
ister of the gospel derived through them. And it 
is hereby suspended." 

. The inquiry irresistibly arises. What things? 
Is reference had to the subject of my credentials^ 
as on€ of the things/' If so, is there not a comr 
plete perversion of the eriminality .^ Is it reason^ 
able or honest to impose upon an innocent man the 
j^rdens of the guilty ? Or, as the plural number 
is used, viz. things^ and the subject of my creden^ 
Hals would seem to imply but oncy is it not ration* 
9i to suppose, that their result must embrace an- 
other J as nothing else is discorerable which would 
«eem to imply censure ? But whom does the rmdt 
pronounce to be guilty ? If their attested copy is 
correct^ as the register cettifUsy the guilt is e vi- 
dently declared to be on their part for two yearn 
or more preceding, and that for ^* not maintaining 
Atat regard for truth, and not having been governed ' 
hy those principles of integrUy which are essen* 
tial to the christian character, and especially that 
of a christian minister." This would seem to cor- 
riSspond with the proper penalties resulting from 
the complaints which I had filed agains^t some of 
their members, a little more than two years before, 
^r the same crimes as are declared to exists but 
which complaints were then rescued from trial by 
an unprecedented and hasty alteration of their con* 
stitution. With what principles will this proce- 
dure correspond, and in accordance with what usa- 
ges, viz. to attempt a sodden transfer of acknow* 
Udged guilt and detected iniquity, to another ^ res- 
pecting wham there was not the least possible 
grounds to inflict a censure, and thus to make the 
innocent a scape-goat to bear the acknowledged 
Bins of many. Would not such a burden seem 
to be insupportable as well as oppressive ? And 
y9t must this transfer of guilt necessarily cause to 



. 224 

be 9uperaddedf as its inseparable concomitant, a 
smpension of my authority to exercise the func- 
tions of a minister of the gospel ? For what object 
was this aspersion inflicted ? Was it not the effect 
of an unconquerable desire, to transfer the guilt of 
others, who were tremblingly alire to the dangers 
to which their vile iniquities had justly exposed 
them, and by the accomplishment of which, they 
fondly indulged the hope of escaping detection and 
punishment in this life ? 

Is it reasonable to put any other constructions 
than these on their proceedings, or minutes ? It 
will assuredly be acknowledged by all, that if a 
solitary article of charge, which had been exhibit- 
ed against me, could have been supported satisfac* . 
torily to their own mindSy even in their ex parte 
trials that they would have gladly availed them* - 
selves of it, in framing their minutes, favourably to 
insert their vote of censure, that it might have 
been exhibited as a plausible and reasonable foun- 
dation, on which to predicate guilt. But. I pledge 
myself, that even with their perjured testimony^ 
which I shall shortly expose, they could not sub- 
stantiate any charge, either in point of fact, or suf- 
ficiently to satisfy their own minds. 

In further proof that " proscription" must then 
he consummated, it may be proper to mention, that 
Mr. Beach had pledged himself to me, when at 
Greenville, that there should be no censure pass- 
ed upon me at Cornwall, if I could not give my 
personal attendance. This pledge the Rev. Mr. 
Cowles noted down at the time, in connexion with 
many other particulars, for the purpose of assist- 
ing his memory. Some time.after the censure was 
Sassed upon me, Mr. Cowles made the inquiry of ' 
[r. Beach, whether he had not pledged himself fo 
me, that there should be no decision against me, 
if I could not attend the trial ? Mr. Beach said *^ he 
had not.** Mr. Cowles soon after recurred to his 
minutes, and found the pledge W9» there entered. 
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Afterwards^ on seeing Mr. Beacb, he informed Um 
that he had bound himself to me bj a pledge, and 
he had entered it upon his minutes at the time. 
Mr. Beach replied he had forgotten it. 

What a mysterious combincUion of ciKCumsfan- 
ces! Pledges, efforts, testimony, promises, and 
desires, all harmonising in the accomplishment 
of the *^ proscription,^* and ingeniously exhibited ^ 
as is apparent by the attested copy of their do* 
ings! bo not truth, justice, and humanity ie* 
rnand that it should be ^^ delineated .^" 
, The testimony of the important witnesses, whom 
the association^ improved, will next claim attention. 
Many unpleasant truths hare already been related 
relative to Mr. St. John. The cause oHruth and 
justice demand that the catalogue of his crimes 
should be yet greatly enlarged. 

Although enough may have been already exhib- 
ited, in relation to the subject of my injuring him 
in his property, yet I deem it suitable to place the 
subject beyond the controversy of the most scep- 
ticsJ. However his testimony may have been at 
iDornwall on this point, and his mvmerous declara- 
tions at other times, that he had been greatly in- 
jured by me in his property, and that 1 was the 
coMse of his failure, I will take the liberty to state 
a few facts which will come directly to the point. 

Within the period of about one month after he 
had testified, he declared, in the hearing of Messrs. 
Ezekiel *St. John and Benjamin Wilson, that he 
had never paid a shilling for me on any occasion, 
except after the failure, to Mr. Leavitt. When 
it was replied, that he was indebted to Mr. Leavitt 
in a large sum, and the property which Mr. 
Leavitt received of him would not, probably, more 
than cancel bis own debt, Mr. St. John seemed 
to be greatly disobliged, and frowned upon them 
for not crediting his statement. I |iave since re- 
quested a gentleman to ascertain whether Mr. St. 
John had paid any thing to Mr. Leavitt on my ac- 
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count, and have received a verbal answer from bios 
that there has not been even & farthing paid there 
for me. Thus his own declaration contradicts his 
repeated assertions, and renders it evident, if he* is 
to be' believed, that I could not have been the 
cause of his failure, as he had never advanced a 
shilling for me in any instance ; but, on the contra- 
ry, he testified at Cornirall, that *^ he was indebted 
to me about TOO dollars/' 

But as a further proof, it maj be proper to give 
a statement of the debts which he still owes, after 
liaving disposed of all his landSf stock, and even 
the greater part of his son^s property, and wifich 
he is totally unable to cancel. 

In making this estimate^ I ^have received assbt- 
ance from a person, who has, probably, had as cor- 
rect a knowledge of Mr. St. John's pecuniary c^^• 
cumstances, as any man, and who is confident that 
the aggregate falls far short of the amount which 
he owes. It may be possible there is an excess of 
a few dollars in some mstanees, but it is not proba- 
ble. Many of his small debts, of which we have 
certain knowledge, are left entirely out of the ac- 
count ; and it is probable some of a large amount 
are omitted. But so far as they are stated, the: 
statement will, no doubt, be found to be substai^ 
tially correct. 



To R. St. John, 


^3,000 


\V. Knamt, - - - 
Pboeaix Bank & Miilard, 


2,000 
J, 300 


' Street & Hughes, 


1,450 


D.Parker, 


1,066 


£. Monson & Brokers, 


1,000 


T. St. John, 


750 


J. Welton, ... 


roo 


J. Piatt, ... 


700 


Derby Bank, - - , 


. 600 



12,766 



Broughiforwardj - - }12JM 

J. Everitt, - • ' . 50O 

W. Lewis, - - - 400 

Ellsworth fuDd) • - • 166 

B. Peck, - ... . 150 

E. Miles & Co. * - - 80 



Interest 4 jears at 6 per cent* 3,374 

Amount, . . . , {17,436 
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This estimate undoubtedlj falls short of the real 
amount of his debts a ihousandj if not ihouaands 
of dollars. 

Will Mr. St. John survej this estimate, and 
say fte coald have been tnjtired by any person? 
Had he lost money by others, his creditors might 
have been injured* But (. know of no loss of this 
kind which he has sustained. With the certain 
knowledge of such an immense amount due from 
him^ when he petitioned the legislature of Con- 
necticut to be liberated from my debts, and he 
coul4 i^eet his own ; and also when he testified at 
Cornwall, with an evident design to screen himself 
by casting blame on me, how could he frame his 
mouth to speak ? Might he not have justly expect* 
ed, at the same instant, to have seen the ** nand 
writing on the wall ?'* 

But it will be important to trace his other decla« 
rations. He proceeded to testify, that he went to 
the Hartford Phoenix Bank, about the :dth of Sep- 
tember, 1814, by my request, and obtained the dis- 
count of two notes of $1000 each, exclusively for 
917^ benefit, and that he had no interest whatever 
in the same. He also testified, that I did at that 
time send by him to the Phoenix Bank, a statement 
of my property, for the purpose of obtaining the 
loans, from which statement, as he believed I 
would give no other than a correct one, he was ia» 



dnced to mdoTBe both of the said notes ; ^i that 
without his endorsement of the noteS) the loans 
could not he obtained, but with his endorsementSi 
the bank would discount them. 

Tius testimony of Mn St. John inyplres him in 
the awful ^ilt of perjury. Indeed, there is too 
great reason to fear there has been another act 
perpetrated by him in relation to the loans, which, 
if invtstigcUedt would result in unpleasant Conse- 
quences. 

That I sent him to. obtain Ioans.iat that time, is 
^f litde consequence in itself; yet in respect to the 
&6t) it is untruBf as his interest in going was equal 
with my own. But the declaration, that I sent by 
him a statement of my property .to the bank, is 
without the shadow of foundation, and he niust 
have known it to be entirely false when he uttered 
it. I appeal to the Phoenix Bank in proof of my 
declaration. Had I sent them a document of this 
kind, it must stiU be in their possession. On this 
point, therefore, it can be easily proved that he 
testified /abely. ^ 

In the second place, one of the notes discounted 
was exclusively for his ben^^ and he inust have 
known that he received the whole avails of it. At 
the time the loans were negotiated, the bank had but 
recently been established. Their fimds were dealt 
out, except their deposits, which had been made in 
the Mechanics' Bank in the city of New- York, for 
the purpose of redeeming their paper. Mr. St. 
John was informed at the bank, that the loans could 
not be furnished, unless he would accept of a draft 
on the Mechanics' Bank for the avails of the notes. 
To this he agreed, and received the draft. On 
his return, he informed me that he had obtained the 
discount of one thousand dollars for myself, and a 
like sum for his own benefit ; and had received a 
draft for the avails of both notes, on the Mechan- 
ics' Bank, which he should send by Mr. Wilson^ a 
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merchant in fbe town, who would shortly go to 
New-York to purchase goods. 

He soon after presented the draft to Mr. Wilsoir^ 
and informed him, that the half belonged to me, 
and the remaining hcdf to himself. He requested 
Mr. Wilson to advance him the balance on his 
share, after deducting several hundred dollars, 
which he had previously borrowed of him, to bi^ 
replaced before he should go to New- York ; the 
Bther half he directed Mr. Wilson to arrange with 
me, as he could agree with me. He accordingly 
received of Mr. Wilson a part of his share at that 
time, and the residue on Mr. Wilson's return; 
These are the facts felaiive to this subject, which 
Mr. St. John well understood when he gave his 
testimony. In confirmation ef these statements, I 
subjoin several affidavits. 

'^ I, Ezekiel Si. John, depose and say, that Da- 
niel St. John did testify, under the solemnity of aa 
oaihy before the association at Cornwall, '4/i; Mr* 
Parker's trial in August, 1817, that he went to tha 
Hartford Phoenix bank, in September, 1814, and 
obtained the discount of two notes of one thousand 
dollars each, for the benefit of Mr. Parker, and 
that he had no interest whatever in the same. Al- 
so, that Mr. Parker sent forward by him at the 
time, a letter and inventory of his property to the 
said bank. Also, that Mr. Parker, as appeared by 
the said John's testimony, had given him the said 
St. John a statement of his debts and property ; 
Und the said St. John testified that he was thus 
influenced to indorse the above notes, without 
which the loans could not have been obtained ; and 
thus Mr. Parker had practised a deception on fainr, 
the witness, and brought upon him great injury, as 
the representation of his debts, &c. were not justly 
stated. 1 was fully impressed with the belief, at the 
time the said witness was testifying, from circumr 
stances with which I was acquainted^ that his t^ 



timoD7 wtis incorrect, and tfaal «e tuveitforjf kad 
been sent bj hiai> the said St. Jobii» to the said 
bank. 

^^ I furthermore depose and say, that from whal 
persons^ knowledge I had of Mr. Parker's and the 
witnesses' pecuniary circumstances, I was fully im- 
pressed with the belief that D. St. John would havi| 
failed before be did, bad he not been kept up by 
Mr. Parker. 

'^ I furthermore depose and ,say, that from the 
testimony of D. St. John, at Cornwall, and also, 
from his declarations in my hearing at other timesy 
1 uniformly derived the idea from him, that be had 
never paid an^f debt for Mr. Parker, except to Shel'^ 
don C. Leayitt ; and from the best information I 
I lEim able to obtain, he has not paid any thing to 
Mr. Leavitt for Mr. Parker." 

« EZEEIEL ST. JOHN." 

** Personally appeared Ezekiel St. John, and 
made solemn oath, that the foregoing affidavit is 
9nbst«fitially true, before me, this 28th day of Oc- 
tobef, 1818, in the city of Hudson. 

" John Ratnor, Just. Peace." 

** I, Enoch Peck, of lawful age, depose and say, 
that on or about the 13th of August^ 1817, at Corn- 
wall, before the north association of Litcbfield 
county, I heard Daniel St. John, Eaq. testify and 
i|ay, that in the month of September, 1814, he 
went to the Hartford Phoenix bank, and obtained 
the discount of two notes of one ihouc^and dollars 
each, solely and exclusively for the benefit of Dai- 
niel Parker^ then a resident of Sharon, and that he 
had no interest or benefit whatever in the said 
notes. 

"ENOCH PECK." 

« NewTHaven, Oct. 12th, 1818. Personally ap- 
peared Enoch Peck, before me the subscriber^and 
n^d^ solemn oath that the above is true. 

^ Chauncey Bunce, Just. Peace." 



^ I, Benjamin Wflbon^ of lawful age, do depose 
and aaj^ that in the month of September, 1814^ 
Daniel St. John, Esc]^. called on me, and presented 
me with a draft on the Mechanics' bank in the citjT 
of New* York, for or about the sam of 1969 doHara, 
which draft was signed by th^ cashier of the 
Hartford Phoenix bank, and bearing date on or 
about the the 5th daj of Sept. 1914, on thedeiifer]^ 
6f which draft the said St. John stated to me, that 
(yne ha^ot the said draft belonged to him; and the 
Other lujdfdl said draft frdong^eil to Daniel Parker; 
and my impression is, that he requested me to ap«' 
ply a sum of money, then due me by the said ^U 
John, on his share of said draft ; and the residve 
6f bis said share, what I could not acconnt with 
ham before^ I should on my return from New-York, 
and accordingly did the same; and the reuiainin^ 
halfoi the said draft he requested me to settle with 
the said Parker as I could agree with him. 

« BENJAMIN WILSON." 

** Sworn before me at Sharon, this 4th day of 
December, 18t7. 

" Ansel Sterliito, Justice Peace." 

Should further proof be required in relation to 
Mr. St. John's having and receiving a portion of 
the money, Dr. Calhoon is referred to, who has in- 
formed me that Mr. St. John had acknowledged 
to him that he received a ^are of the loans, and 
if he were called upon, he should be obliged to tes^ 
tiff it. ♦ 

The Rev. Mr. Lyman also received from Mr. 
St. John sixteen dollars and some cents, the amount 
of interest on his note for ninety-five days. The 
payment of this sum to Mr. Lyman was occasioned 
by Mr. St. John's making use of the dividend mo- 
ney of Ellsworth society fund, which he had drawn 
from the Hartford bank, by the request of the fund 
committee, and he had applied the same to the pay- 



Sent of the iatereaton his note at the Phoenix 
ink, at the time of the renewal of his note, in De- 
eember, 1814« Thus the testimonj is ampler I. 
apprebei|d» in proof of the/al«% of Mr. St. John'ii 
't'e»iimonyy4on each point. 

\ ]Peeling that so flagrant a crime m perjury ought 
not tQ be suffered to pass with impunitj, I filed a 
complaint, the Septemt>er following, against Mr. St. 
John for perjury;,.Qn the two points already exhibit- 
ed, and sent, it to one of the ^and jurors of Cprn- 
watl, requesting an investigation of the subjects in 
conformity to the law, and their official duty, and 
referred to witnesses in support of the charges. 
The complaint was soon retiu*ned to me with the 
information that nothing had been done. I again 
sent the complaint to be presented to the grand ju* 
rora of Cornwall,, delineating more extetisiTcly the 

{)articular8. Whatever reasons might be assigned 
or a iotal neglect to attend to the complaint, I do 
not know; but so far as I can learn, not the least 
attention was paid to it. From this apparent wil- 
lingness, in that region, to suffer iniquity to go un- 
i)unished, I considered it my duty to use further efr 
brts to have so gross an offender brought to jus- 
tice. Accordingly, in March last, I filed a new 
{Tomplaint, andisent on to be presented to the state's 
attorney in Litchfield county, accompanied with a 
c,opy of Mr. Wilson's affidavit, and referring to 
other witnesses to support the charges. I was soon 
aftet* informed that t^ complaint was presented^ 
but I have never received any intelligence that fur- 
ther proceedings have been attempted. Thus 
" iniquity" is sufferOT " to abound," and the " love 
of many is waxed cold." 

In connection with the subject of the loans, which 
have been a theme of the testimony, I deem it suit- 
able to mention here another occurrence, whicK 
ipay disclose an unwarrantable procedure. Soon, 
after the faihire had taken place, an attachment .was 
levied upon me by an endorser on each of the afore? 
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iBentUnfed note^of HM dollars/ I iaqiibed o(ih% 
plaintiff what it ccruM imaii, when one of tke notot 
bcfenged to Mr. St. John to diackarge, whose it 
wad, asfd who bad received the avails of it exclu* 
si^elj ; and the owe against myself belonged to a 
difftrtnt endorser, who bad secured it. He lepiiedl 
I was the sigmr €f both. I infcxrmed bim it could 
not bepossiBle, as I had no knowledge of but one 
note which I had signed, and for which I was ac- 
countable. He assured me I was the actual signer 
of both. I replied it could not be true, unless my 
name hadbeen/org'eil to the note of Mr. St. John. 
It was iniBiediately rendered evident that forgery 
b^ been accomplished. Several gentlemen belong* 
Rigtodiffierrent towns were then at mj house, who 
bad called upon me for a friendly visit. Discover- 
ing tbat an attachment had been levied upon me^ 
Ukoy volufitariiy iendered their bail. To one of 
tibesej I commnnicated the information, that the not^ 
belonging to Mr. St, John was forged ; and that 
ike first intelligence I had received on the subject^ 
was at that time. The other note, I informed him» 
did not belong to the person who had attached, and 
consequently he had no claim on me. I intimated 
fb him, that duty impelled me to avail myself of the 
forgery of Mr. St. John's note. He proceeded to 
inquire into the circumstances. I informed hint 
Aat Mr. St. John was the person who negotiated 
the loansat the bank, and no one accompanied him 
St the time i nor had I ever before had the least 
knowledge, or suspicion of my name being the sig« 
n«tare to his note v that I had neither written it, or 
given authority for it to be written: nor could I 
po«sfbly imitate it by the utmost exertidns. The 
gentleman observed, that Mr. St. John hadsustain« 
ed a good reputation until within a short period, and 
he earnestly entreated me not to exnose hnn, as tho 
penalty would, of course, should he be eonmctedy be 
very unpleaifant. He added, it would notbe neces* 
f ary to adopt that course, in order to obtain a Hbe« 
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nation from the claim. I remarked, that a crinie of 
BO flagrant a nature ought not to pass unnoticed, 
and I felt myself bound in duty to expose the im^ 
quitj^ He requested me ioforbmr, out of com- 
passion to ihe man, and suffer the offence to pass m 
silence, as I could not be subjected to the pajmeni 
of the demand, on account of the manner in whicb 
the suit was instituted. 

I empbjed counsel to defend the suits, and di^ 
reeted him to plead ihe forgery of the note, in bar 
to the claim. I informed him that I had never had 
the least interest in the note whatever^ nor the 
slightest knowledge or suspiciop of my name being 
affixed as signer to the note, until I was attached 
upon it. The attorney expressed a wish that I 
nrould take a different ground of defence^ as it 
iMTOuld ruin Mr. St. John, if he were convicted ot 
the crime ; and that it would not be necessary to 
make this defence in order to a successful vindica- 
tion against the suit. He observed the suit must 
evidently fail, by reason of the informality in instil 
tuting it. I replied that it was just and proper to 
defend on the ground of forgery^ that the iniquity 
might come to light, and the guiUy be brought to 
punishment, as so atrocious a crim^ ought not to pass 
with impunity. From his urgent solicitation that 
I would relinquish that defence, I finally consented 
to his making such defence as he should think 
proper. 

In consequence of the pendency of%iy petition 
for the benefit of the act, which soon followed, all 
suits agunst me were suspended, until ihe fate of 
tny petition should be decided. 

A short time before the trial of my petition, I saw 
some of the gentlemen who had kindly entered 
their common bail, as I have before stated, who in- 
quired of me whether, if my petition did not suc- 
ceed, I should suffer my bail to be injured ? I as- 
sured them I should not ; and made th6 request, in^ 
i:ase my petition should fail^ that they would enter' 
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tbeir fecial bail, for the purpose of fryiog the me.- 
riis of the causes. On the merits I could cheer** 
fully risk the trial, as my note iCas already cancel- 
ledf except a trifling balance of less than fifty dol- 
lars^ with the endorser who had secured it to the 
l^ank by mortgage, and, therefore, claimed it as hi^ 
property ; but from whom it had been taken by the 
plaintiff, contrary to the express prohibitions of the 
owner, and, of coucse, there was no just claim on 
me in the suit ; and besides, the informality in 
which the plaintiff had brought it, would, no doubt, 
cause him to be nonsuited. In respect to the note 
of Mr. St. John, I might avail myself on the ground 
^ JoTgeryj or from the informality of the suit. 

The inquiry was then put, whether in case there 
fihould be a failure in all these particulars, what 
they might depend upon ? I assured them, that if 
it should be necessary, at any time, for me to ap- 
pear before the court, to save my bail, they might 
depend upon my attendance, life and health per- 
mitting ; that my bail should be saved harmless, as 
I would not suflfer them ioi be injured^ although 
gross iniquity b^idheen practised upon myself. 
: On receiving a negative to my petition, by the 
sinister artifices of Mr. St. John, whose objects 
must, I apprehend, be now clearly obvious, I re- 
turned to Greenville. In the following month the 
suits came on for trial before the county court. 
As my bail resided in three different towns, through 
the neglect of some of their number, there was an 
omission to enter special bail. In consequence of 
this neglect, the suits were defaulted^ as without 
special bail there could be no trial. My counsel 
then put in a plea to be heard in damages, which 
suspended the suits, and still left the bail secure. 

The situation in which the suits were now pla- 
ced, was soon communicated to me. I speedily 
nehi on to have them appealed to the superior 
court, where it was expected there might be a trial 
""on the merits of the causes. 
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On the ttitrdTctesdarj of August, 1817, the 8^» 
aion of the superior court would coiaaieiice, during 
which these suits must be decided. It was one 
n>€ek previous to the commencement of this ses- 
sion of the court, to which the association hsrd be- 
nevolently adj&uiinedy to attend my trials as an ac* 
commodating time to accomplish the designed 
" proscription.'* Indeed, it was in relation to the 
bail m tliose stdts then pending, for which the an- 
ticipated charge was exhibited by Mr. Beach, that 
it was not expected I should attend^ the week after 
my execution^ and save my bail. Is it to foe nu^n^ 
dered at, that there should have been solicitude on 
this subjectj especially when the came is consid* 
ered for which the bail was required; and the 
necessity of the wilness ^-who was shortly to be im*. 
proved in order to the accomplishment of their 
^^ proscription^^^ which had evidently beenjprerfe- 
iermined? Will not this sufficiently exhibit one of 
the probable reasons why sentence should be pass- 
ed upon me before the session of the superior 
court, lest so glaring iniquity should then be expo- 
sedp as would forever afterwards prevent them from 
improving one of their important witnesses? or 
was this method designed as a shield to protect the 
guilty^ by previously aspersing my reputation, for 
the purpose of weakening my defence in the suits 
ispeedily to be decided ? 

On the commencement of the second week of 
the session of the court, I arrived at Litchfield. 
Previously to my obtaining the benefit of the in- 
* solvent act in this state, the plaintiff in the suit had 
become a resident of this state. This would ^so 
seem to be an insuperable bar to his recovery. 
Thus, if neither forgery nor informality would 
release me from the claims on Mr. St. John's debt, 
it was clearly evident, that the residence of the 
plaintiff in this state, b^ore my obtaining the btn^ 
jit of the act, would prove effectual. In respe^ 
to the balance due on my own note, the end^^rser 
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of it, who had secured it by'morfgi^e, waa ready 
to testify to the facts that the plaintSf had not the 
least claim to it ; but had seised aod carried it off 
contrary to his express prohibiiiofij and when he 
even claimed and demanded it as his own pro- 
perty. 

Under these circumst^ces, my counsel put in a 
plea, before the court, to be heard on the merits of 
the causes. The counsel for the plaintiff objected 
to the plea, as the suits had btfote been defaulted 
for the want of special bail. The court overruled, 
that 910 plea on the merits could be admitted. 

I felt that this was a hard case* I then imme« 
diately resigned myself to the court to save my 
baiL 

Not three n^onths had elapsed since I had re- 
signed up all my property of every description. I 
was indeed poor and pennylessy and bleeding un* 
der the cruel sufferings of an inquisitorial sen^ 
tence which had been passed upon me, not two 
weeks before, in Cornwall. I was now confined to 
the limits of the gaol, in consequence of the forge- 
ry of my name to a note of ^1000, of which I had 
nerer received a single cent, and respecting the 
signature of which, I was as ignorant as an infant* 
until after I had been arrested on the note, for the 
purpose of securing the endorser. Not for any 
debt of my orvn^ or as endorser for another, but by 
reason of the foul crime of forgery ^ which was 
permitted to go unpunished, 1 was subjected to 
imprisonment. My family was in another state^. 
without fundsy and no Relatives in that region t# 
contribute to their necessities. Added to this, the 
echo of slander was continually assruling me, as if 
teeming afresh, like ^tnean eruptions^ from Corn- 
wall hollow. 

Between four and five weeks had passed away, 

when I unexpectedly purchased my freedom from 

Ais cruel bondagty at an expense of five hvn- 

BRED dollars, in order that I migh.t return to my 
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ftmilf » and fraeiBre for them HkenecesBdrim^ Ufe. 
By the assistance of friends I was aided in proco'- 
ring funds to purchase my iiberatioB^ and am now 
laboriously employed to earn a little havings to 
meet this expense* 

As the witness, to whose testimony, with ^Mie ef 
its appendages to which me have been attending, 
is hound f by the form ^f the #ath prescrH»ed ia 
Connecticut, to *' toU the troth, the in>hole tnrth, and 
nothing but the truth," will it be claimed, even by 
his employers^ that they have just cause of boast* 
ing on account af any acquisition they may have 
derived from his testimony ? Yet I must ask the 
indulgence to exhibit one more -trait of the inton* 
sistency of his own testimony. It will be clearly 
seen> that the charge preferred against me in rela- 
tion to him, which it is reasonable to suppose first 
originated in Mr. St. John, and also his testimon§ 
before the association, are evidently designed to 
ereate the impresi^on, that I had deceived him, and 
consequently had acted the part of a dishonest 
man. Indeed, it has been rendered apparent, that 
he has diligently laboured, at " sundry times, and 
in divers manners," to induce this belief. What 
I propose is, merely to compare some pf his decla- 
rations, at diiferent periods, together, that it may 
be ascertained whether it is probable he would 
know what to bdi^e of his own declarations. 

It will be seen, by recurring to Mr. Norton Vaffi<« 
davit, that Mr. St. John ** h9Ld frequently declared 
in his hearing, that, had I tarried in Cc^necticut, 
and not moved out of the state, t should have done 
well enough ; but because I had moved out of the 
state, I had wholly lost my character J*^ Hence 
it would seem, that if was simply the act of moving 
oui of the state, which had produced mj loss of 
character^ consequently had I not moved ot^^ toy 
character would have been good. In accordance 
>ith this is the folbwing affidavit : "^ 



**lj S^vh Menrita, df kwfiit age, 4Mo%t md %ky^ 
tbat on or about the 9th of Septemoer, 1^17, in 
pavsii^ the d^eUiiig home of Daniel St. John, Eeq. 

1 waa called upon by the aaid St. Jobo, in the road; 
and after aome conversation which, be introduced 
with oonsiderabfo murndhi in relation to the B«V. 
D»iiel Parker, evidently designed to pfi^duee a 

Irijtidice in my mind «g«tfist Mr^ Parker ; after 
had opposed aome of his invectivas by repties^ 
the said St. John declared^ that Mr. Pari^et's chiurs 
aeter 11^09 g^ood, and would have remaiwtd BOy if 
he had ataM here ; bat-in gomg away^ "out of thM 
tMe, he had loal &i> cfcarac^er. 

^ ELIJAH MERRI AM.'' 

** Litchfield county, sa. Watertown, Dec. SOth^ 

2 Bl 7. Personally appeared, Elijah Merriam, who 
made solemn oath, that the fkcts stated in the fore* 
going deposition^ by him subscribed, are just and 
ti'ne, before me, 

'* JoHK H* Ds: FoRssTj Just. Peaco.^'' 



Row will his declarations to Messrs, Norton : 
Merriam, that my << charau:ter was good^* (and it 
will be recollected, that he had been my near neigh* 
bonr more than/otirfee» years, and had there b^n 
any deficiency in ray moral character, he would 
have gladly seised upon it as a ground of charge, m 
his exertions to criminate,) ^> and wonld have re^s 
mained so, had I not moved out of the state," be 
reconcUed, with his testimo^ at Cornwall three 
fmksb^ore? 

AtAmiy was my character losi by this removal, 
as he asserted, unk^s by fc«> fceinotta slanders^ in 
eommeii with some otkersy respecting each of whom, 
the cmis:^ must now be clearly visible ? Did I sua- 
ti^itt this loss, by removing from the neighbom'hood 
of a man of such a repntation as the preceding 
documents indicate that he merits ? If so, it sure- 
ly oi^t to be endured with/orii/iede^ I willingly 



tfubmit his itieonsistencies to others to reconcile^ as 
it transcends my abilities to harmonize them. 

In relation to their other important witness, vk. 
'Mr. Swan» I would remark, that his exertions were 
vigorous and laborious. Why he should have 
discovered so great alarm, on account of my affi- 
davit relative to the *^ Lewis note/', must be best 
known to himself* It will be remembered, that the 
affidavit of Mr. Sterling states the ^' agitatu>n and 
rage" which he exhibited relative to my deposition, 
and that he signified that he would be revenged 
upon me for it. The repeated efforts of Mr. Swan, 
in representing to many individuals that my depo- 
sition was false, ought not to have passed unnoti- 
ced ; also the measures he had adopted, as well as 
the interest he had taken to procure Mr. Pullman's 
attendance, as a witness at Cornwall ; forthermoi^ 
his volunteering his attendance at the trial, and his 
readiness to tarry until the following day to accom- 
modate them, although his business was pressing 
at home ^ likewise, his active exertions at the trial, 
evidently to procure a censure to be if^icttd upon 
me, if we are permitted to form an accurate idea 
from the letter of the magistrate who qualified the 
witnesses at the time* He expressly states that 
<< Mr. Swan testified nobly for himself, and at times 
assumed the attitude of attorney, advocate, wit- 
ness, and accuser, all in accordance with his own 
feelings'' as be ^ presumed" to believe from what 
he exhibited* 

The affidavit of deacon Seymour and Mr. Nor- 
ton expressly states, that Mr* Swan appeared to 
<< take a particularly active part against me at the 
trial, as attorney, advocate, witness, and accuser ;" 
and also, that '* he appeared to be earnest and 6il- 
ier against me," and that ^^ he did all in his power 
to criminate me*** 

In relation to bis testimony, the affidavits slate, 
that « Mr. Swan testified that Mr. Parker bad giv- 
en a /al^e^deposition, in relation to a note given id 
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ibm Brij^eport bank, gigoed by Wm. LevWf In 
Swift, and olhers, in respect to ibe period of tim^ 
for which the note was given. Swan declared tbat^ 
the said note was given on demand, and that all the 
^loies given to the Bridgeport bank, at the time of 
Win. Lewis, Ira Swift ana other« giving their said 
note, were given on demand." 
* B7 reexamining the copy of the ^* Lewis note,'' 
inserted in the 148th page, it will not be found to bf 
OM demand, as no time ia specified. The same is 
asserted in the affidavit of Mr. Steriing. This 
will undoubtedly be conaidered, at least, to be « 
trivial offence. Bui if we pursMO the subject fur? 
ther, we find that the affidavits of Dr. Calhoon and 
Sir. Lewis expressly assert, that their note was 
given for ^^ one year, or twelve months" from date, 
and one confirms this fact in very strong terms* 
In addition to these, the certified copy of the bpnd 
of indemnity given to Mr. Swift, inserted in the 
2d6th page, not only confirms my affidavit to be 
correct, but also affords incontestible evidence, 
that the note which it describes, was made paya^ 
bie^^^ one year" from date. These documents ex- 
hibit 'complete' conlradietions to the testimony of 
Mr. Swan ; and I cannot possibly reconcile themv 
Again, the appendage in his testimony, that ^* ail 
the notes given on the said 25th of Nov. IB 14, to 
the Bridgeport bank, were given on denumd^^ is 
totaly false. In co^^muUion of this assertion, 
I can produce two of the notes, at least, bow maiiy 
more I know not, which were given to the Bri^e- 
port bank on the said 251h of Nov. 1 814, and which 
were drawn ^ one year from date^ value, received, 
&c." Thus, thes^ documents not only amply con' 
fkm the corre^ness of my affidavit relative to the 
" Lewis note," but clearly prove flie testimony of 
JMr. Swan Imfore the association to be glaringly 
ftAse. What then is the evidei^ complexion of Mr. 
Swan's testimony, which he so cheerfully wVuiOr 
ieered to give* The reader will decide for himself. 
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We hrre tbea a/enr lineaments rdative to Atft 
testimonj of the two important witnessesy improved 
^y tbe association at their trial. Will not thdse 
data reasonably account for the declaration which 
Mr. St. John made, a few dajs before the trial tiS 
my petition at Litchfield, of which I hare been ;Cre^ 
dibly informed, that *^ I must be barred out of the 

state ; if not, 1 should raise the d A if ith them.** 

iNo doubt this expression of Sir. St. John was ex^ 
pressive of his real desires, in view of the certain 
facts which he well knew I should be obliged to de- 
Telope concerning him ; and therefore, whatever he 
tould do to vilify and traduce, as his only possible 
shield, '* he would do quickly.^* 

In view of these facts, could it be reasonably 
expected* that any-body of people, or combination, 
would feel themselves honoured by such testimo- 
ny ? If so, it is presumed that no one, influenced hy 
the principles of honesty, would possess the least 
desire to rob them of such an acifaisiXion. But 
should it be claimed by any, that there was an ap^ 
parent analogy eiListing between the testimony of 
these witnesses whom the association improved, 
and the object evidently designed, in order to the 
accomplishment of the ** proscription,^* I shatt 
desist from entering into any controversy with them, 
lest I should be incompetent to maintain a defence.. 

In relation to their other testimony, I have very 
little knowledge, and if possible, less solicitude. I 
Mave been informed that the association appointed 
two of their members, viz. Messrs. Cowies and 
Prentice, to note down the testimony at, or after 
their trial. Some time since I sent to their regis- 
ter for the purpose of obtaining a copy of it. Tte 
register gave information* that it was still with the 
committee, as it had never been forwarded for re* 
cord. A person was then requested to call on 
Mr. Prentice, and endeavour to obtain a copy. The 
request was accordingly made to Mr. Prentice, 
who signified, at the time, as. the iirformitioa wa4 
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fpren me, that the papers were with Mr. Cfowlen, 
for which reason he could not comply with the re- 
quest. A few days after, a gentleman called pur^^ 
posely on jMjr« Cowles to obtain the document- 
Mr. Cowles informed him, that he had none of the 
lepers in his pof session, but had delivered them 
over to Mr. Prentice, six or seven months before. 
.7hus I have been wholly deprived of an opportuni^ 
ty of seeing any of their minutes of testimonj. 



SECTION VI, 

The purchase of my liberation from impiisoiP' 
aaent^ occasioned by the forged note, ef which I 
have made mention, enabled me to return to Oreen- 
TjUe about the last of Septelbber,J817. I soon 
consulted with the clergy, in that vicinity, relative 
to the BK>st suitable method of procedure. The 
uniform advice given me, was, to petition the asso*- 
, eiation for a hearing, as I had never had any on my 
part ; and also to request them to receive several 
very respectable ministers from this state, to sit 
and act with thei# on the trial. Should this re- 
quest be refused, I was advised then to call an ex 
farte council to assemble in Greenville, and notify^ 
and desire the attendance of the association, or 
their committee, in an investigation. I according* 
ly pursued the advice which I had received, and 
addressed a letter to their last moderator, for the 
purpose of procuring a hearing, where I might give 
jny attendance. The following is a copy of the 
letter : 

« Breenville, Nov. 24th, 1817. 
Rev. Sir, — Being informed you were the modcr 
rator of the last association of Litchfield Norths at 



flteirVemi^aniitml seeKniofn^ m Siepfeibber- latf^'l^Mtl 
tke Hjerly to addr^sm you, S?^, as' fhe cbmHihHilMBh 
-ftlly authorisred organ, oi]< a request of deep inters 
to myself, and, a» T itpprehend, to otnt^rsr, anA 
Wfaieh consequently devorres on yon fo cormminl^ 
Me to your H«r. associatfanf. Feeling myself 'ft 
he greatly hrjured by the proccfedings an* deei* 
8fons of yonr association^ at their extra* ^ecfsibii in 
Comwalf, on the second Tuesday of Anginrf Mt; 
and wishing, as I ever have, for a fair and eandid 
investigation of the proposed subjects of inquiry, 
in relation to myself, Wifll Which I have been pre^ 
sented, and where I might be permitted to attend 
in person ; I have to request a rehearing of the ii|- 
stituted subjects* of inqoiry; and therefore make 
the following request, viz. that your Rev. associa- 
tibn would assemble at the town- of Northeast, in 
fhfis state, a place whrcbl'speciflcid in a fortMl 
tommunication,* some time between this and tM 
second wteek in January neitt, (Christmas w^eir ih 
the approaching December excepted;) andtlmt yoik 
receive the following very worthy clergyman- fo At 
and act with you in the rehearing, inresfigatioii 
and dc'-ision of the instituted inquiries', ftavrng 
equal powers and prerogatives witli your own mem*- 
bers, viz. Rev. DavW Porter, D. D. of C^tafcHr, 
Rev Henry B. Stimson, of wrnrfham, and Hcv; 
Gilbert R. Livingston, df Coxsackie, alF^f GreAl^ 
county. ^ 

" Will you. Sir, have the goodness to calf a meet- 
intof the atlsociation, of which you wcreihe Ia<t 
moderator, immediately on the receipt of Ihisfre^ 
quest, and communicate the same to that body \ 
and if my request is compHed with, fix on a tiffit 
to me^t in. the town of Northeast, near the SprnMt 
place, so called, within the period of time -stated 
above, (Christmas week excepted,) and immediate* 
ly communicate the result to me by letter, that I may- 
have due time to notify the clergymen in tfcia re- 
gion, whom I have already named^ to ntiitc^ wMI. 
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Ifaia' request iiiMild not b€ aebed^dto by jwn wt^ 
«oekifi#H, trill ywk 4o me the favoar id write to' in# 
toiml^dihtisl^; on i^oAventpjg tbii ^M^6cratioii» that injr 
nkitiifBt it Ti^jt^iiy before I' iniiiBt lieceaMril^ 
QcfqiiiHiift iifore Millie,' or dtpeitiie, Hi ordier to M^tt4 
the proDoaed refaearing. . ^ • ' 
^ ' S JidiNld i hemr MtAng 6om -yov, beibre tiio 20th 
or 35 th of De^mbelr nest} I 0hM4ake it fyr ^graii«> 
e^ tbat'tty* fiequest hi Tefmed, aiM Kccordhigljr ao 
5^onald<^r ft. - T hare before retBalrked» io my com^ 
itfu^ii^attohs to yoor bodyy thai I aAk iToi* nothing 
t>iit*t6e'U2ht of lr^9 and a decMon is accordaHco 
With''it^'tiRbkned "hy ^ejudioey or p^epoaaesaiofi. 
HeiK^j i pr^atrantci'TOiir body Will conmer thia re^ 
qvtetit to be reaienaMe^ and cbeerfaHy yield their 
^ompltaace* 1 desire you, therefore, Rev. Sir, f6 
fimrO'DO tnneiil coinfimmictetitij^ Ibis ife<|iiefit to the 
-as^ot iatWj attd retvriiMig me all anffwer;' ' ' ' 
•^' That you may be directed in the patii of 'doty hi 
^sincere desire of oii^ who feeiahiihself iitjtialijf 
^ifiMrMi, md i^ho autMcribea bimsoJf, youra^ &c. 
^* DANIEL PAKKBR. 

" Moderator of the last asaociation >' 
. .;. ,1' -ii.'i^i «^,ofirftehBerd North.** . C 

*|nie^f^loii4fif aitawer to my request n^ili-i'eceived 
• aboot^e trst of Jateoaryisocceedkig;- 

7 ;^ « Ott»eon, !>»«. '^2**1 iBir. 

^•tofSAR Sra^-^i received your letter of- Nor. 
"34^19 imti 'As the tbihgs it eontams are serionsy 
wd mt^realiflfgi e^p^dfoHytp- this association and 
^to¥Sel]^ I thouglit i^ belt' to lay it- before the 
toiOritUy meeting foi- their; advice, whifch cenVened 
last-^uenday,' ©ei«. 9«fa^ at Tprringford; The 
eieytibg wa^ fuUv'and aj^ared to give a seHpns at^ 
4^10!!^ to ytar letter. Aiid se^ng it wonid be im- 
yystMia> 'for want tS 'time, to eem^ne'the associi^ 
22 



l|oo»ii(ryMr latter bd5wr> tMnif a^4 t}|im»lf ti^^ 
ipMi^tioo coopplied with it^ tp ipeet at tfi^ pl^lQ^ 
y^#L)PUHDe4 the spcgiid weejk in J fipiiarj .^Q|Lt> t^ 
Utm^t period m^^tioiied by joi|, ,sir, ;hmce f^ 
mmihly, mfie\i^g ibpught it was not aaYisei|bU^|/$ir 
iJpjB j|aod^rak>r tpcaU the .a|isodfitioB,:S»you,jpyi^ 
posed. : 1 , ' ■ '. 

*1 1 4p ^ JbP ^ aiere|pr«*,for.thi«;, ^n* ptt^r. «:«f- 
lioiMi, how yqmr .ri^tt^sl <»p !i>e 4:qmplie4 with* . <«> 
^,; <VTb<|4|»8^pif^iQn*at<^fWBli qoiVMd^|fi^:U fifc^- 
gi«[ for 4Hpni tp iB^t to doit^ineps, ^[^Pi«^ 
9i(*tmh 9nt 9/ tkw- limH^i »Pd especi^ly off^,^ 
<^f( Mate. Tkp B^t^fycis^tlm gveatljr ;reerej[jte4t ^PHT 
^b^eace .^t Qpvnw^f,. .Aa4 I Mi^fiP 11)^7 s^QmV 
bc^ ready fo hear any ^on^mmucatioiis froi&.ya|f» 
jfou would f i«|i to niake, youridfi a)t their ,|ne^tl^ 
hi Jttfif next, or i^t amy qihtr ti|9^ Si}ph Ai|i^ 
#ief|^. apd iioral tirouii^^ ;s^ Teigr gHf Tieo|i thLq^gA 
and how desir^b(e j^. thfy «ii|;ht be^J^i^^jaccfi^ 

, f5 1 amyofir resd friend, . *f - .*a: 

*? JEREMI49 UAhWfiM^ 

. . ■ . < 

Here I a^i aiUhimJk^n^ iofprmed, that the 
^ association had coMidered it tp be ill^^al for 
itiifia to 9>»M| to do AiMtfies^, ^ aii 4w«qiM9(pian»^afl 
of /&eir 4f0n^y and especialj^y if^tM the state.** 
Truly extraordinary ! If the tvAioiie couM not nci 
l^fMy ^^' of .the stiUe^ then could a part of the 
)body> which is le^a than t)ie f2;&ole9 act h&^kh ^~ 
thoiigh they abould pi^onpuace the acttp be^di^ 
'< in the name, aodaptipgip behalf of. the i^q^c^ 
iiOii,"#s in, the l^ldtp^ge? Were ^ th^X:^ ^W^^ 
when tb^y framed «this dec^iopt th#t it . wa^ ll^ir 
APfi condpmjpation ? Tlvit it wholly, pre^ofl^ 
//i£^ (rouck ffctif^ in my case, as I had |i«i;ter by tji^jf 
pwn, d€ci$iqnjt hadi. §qy preuipus] styn i^^^^Wtb 
jQp^ or been C}(^ .to attend ^^fx. trifl? ^$|lf<Wf 
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(^iftiat to be men ot hifortnaHan md fidy^ and fttM 
expect to cottT secret designs of 'arti6ce ? Surely^ 
to those ifho are endo#i^d wHh common sense and 
talents/ the veil is too tfaftflj spread to est«pe de* 
teleffotf. If the powers tfi the froify are lofl by 
«Mri9^ing th^ lin«, 6r exceeding their ftrntto, it n^ 
cessarily follows, that the powers of an inivoidiinl 
ai^ iosf in the samo manner. He must, of cdarse^ 
c^ast to be a preatker of the gospel, while out of 
the Mate or o«# of- their limits. How then cair he 
ofRciaf e as a minister of the gospel when out of thehr 
IftliMs? By what autfaorify can he preach a hctnte, 
iradniiniater any ordiiiance of the gospeH How 
can nvislibnafiet be sent abroad, |>otraesshig the 
least possibie powers 6f gos^^el nnnisters, when 
tttey must cecr^e to - act legatlyytht instant they 
cWss the «^^e'f{ne,:or exceed the limiis of <he as- 
%6ciEition ? How can the gospel foe sent to the hea:« 
then, qr qmong the new settlements ? 
^''Aj^aiD^lwhat can this renerable man mean by 
)ftitii ;*^ diirisibps and mord wounds!'* Theinsinoa- 
t|M^^ entirely uohteiKgiMe to me. What «' di- 
Vic^bns'?'' I htoow not. Oan I have created any 
^< division'^ among t|&em, unless it should be to ex- 
hibit a di^ttnctton ^* between the holy and the pro- 
fantj the clean and the nncletm /** But what «• mo- 
ral wounds?*' Have they proved ine gtritty of the 
Im^ imtnbrattty? If so/ Hfhy, bave they not deda- 
rtd'^V J¥hom do'^i^fj^jprotiounce gtiiUy ? Let the 
atf^ttd tapf of tKcit doings dttAAt. 

Having receiYCkl a refusal from the moderator to 
comply" with toy request, I then proceeded to call 
itn €7^ pMt Council,* to as^mble at Greenville, on 
^the ^tkW' January; for the purpose of investiga- 
ting th^ articles of c^rge; Sixteen or eighteen 
v^ry respectable clergymen were desired to give 
'their' attei^dance. ' I also notified the last modera- 
Mr of Iiitdifield North, duly to inform the body, 
that they night give their attendance, and support 
ib^ir c&arfet with the pTotttd\»g% which they bed 
adopted. 



( TliefoUMEiqg.it.%Mi^ 

^ f ^ Kfiv. 0iR# Ttours'of the 12tl| iiltifii9 has qqb^ 
to hand. Bj it Ilearp that.oiy roquieiBt (of^.jfkt^ 
jbwearuig, is Bbt complied with ;> fhat the i^sacUt^cp 
at CorowalU ^' consiae^e^ it i/li^I for them«toinj|i|ij 
tp do biiBinesas an asa^ciation ati/;of th^iMa%t|^ 
ead esfneckiily otU o£ tl^e «i!a^£«" .-:• , 

>Ihave> air^,ia»conaequ6iiG€k ^^f four non^eeii^* 
aoee with my. rfqu^M^ already, kaued aptificn^oiis 
to assemble an ex p^rtp .cfi^iiacil.iii ,6refffFy^M^ 
tho 27th ioatantr to, b« in readioeaa to coauo^f^itr 
ia),iiiyeatig:a^tu>a of the subject^; of yoim«i«i|iciri^. 
or cAari^c^M.^ in^relatioQ, tO'i!9i^et4o«^»i^A 2$i^ 
of inst. 4a<)UAry'»ftt do'docky A«.M«.^ . ti e:i* 
This is» thereforei to infocm yop, as mo^eri^Hr 
aC the If^t afisociatiw, of ^JL^chfi^Q ^"^^WiJM^^JMmP 
you thus notify the members of ^he s8|i(laftS9|BJ|< 
^Ryio pveyour fttlendanceatQreenvUif^lsi^Bferf^ 
l^ai^ council, oa the said ^^^ <^! i^^Vff^r^ 



fOKt jrour, said.cW^j^ which yxHi b^iTiili' i gw Hjifl ^ 
Against me,.an4 y^ p^ocepdiiw/>;.th^eoi|./f!|t..» 
presumed^ on a subject of so great importance^ 
that your Rey« assooiatiaii will not fail to.givf their 
atteodaoce. The council are exp^ted tq^^ttend 
lo the subjects of iavestigation^.^t the- m^tin^ 
iiousfy.in said Greenville. That we. pi^/v'^^dV 
xected by the Great He^o^the church ii^*^^ 

Jaths of truth and justice,, is the. siaoffi^.afsicia^oit. 
lev. sir,.you«b.&«. >. [ 

.:, ^^DANIEI- PABlton^ 

'^ Asv. J^REiiiJMfB HAhhowy Mo^ator . * ^^;v 
"of the last ^sbf|atioi(o^^tfi%i'ii. 
. , '^ North,, to h«^jqommufligaif^?.^j.^^^ 

. Gthe weather having been^ unfavourable at, 0fj^ * 
tipae appointed fa«; the ^ g0^^^paiiiiq^^viir 
ble at trreenviUe,:^ght derpymfn pw^n if uifr.Rie^ 
jBi)ory ill correq^.gi^Te, thrar ^tei^lai|U|^ . ^Jkl^ 



MNle»bIedy eym froi»^ neisUMviiq;: tmtat^t^.ifll- 

4el/iker%ihiiii HfmM tm HmH H plittiM ftmrittg^ tin 
the ground that they should, in that case, be«Mie 
>4hc( medkiniy in maiiag- fM» the eatradWittary 
\weeff^di«j|8 ef the aaaeemtieev : This cenaideMi- 
ti»fr lodiiccfd tbeai^ tb^cosftie the teanag le- ebib^ 
dodra. •..'.•'>: 

Vh)i» aMo(oialieft ef iiUcMaM North waa jbM re- 
*«reaeiited> exoejpt hj a tetter frdm Mr. Beach, to 
we Rey. Mr. Hotcbkin, receiyed ob tUe aeGOod 
day of the aeasiotii wkb.ifirectkNM to make iiuch 
-mia of tl aa the caie requured. The lotted wa*, bjr 
Ajr requeat^ as ahe at the tfvggeatieB of Mr. Hetch- > 
4m» read before the meetiiig. ' < ) 

^^ % The-BttigAiar felMrea wli^h it diacioaea, in Tari* 
ous respects; maj render it suitable to mdce warn 
^xfractiB ffOfll^ it»* ft Mppeam to vAt to be /epiete 
'«9tfa alafidera, and misrepresentattons, together 
'HfiA aeiicitede and akrms. 1 propose to insert k 
m paragraphs, with aome cooiments iateraperaed.) 
<*' '. ■ . . ^ ....)■ 

''Winchefftery January ntky\S19k » 

*< RsT» avf) DBAA .SiR» Mr. Parker wfete 
some time since, to the moderator of our associa^^ 
iio99 renewing the reqileata iliadi9 at CorBwaU,- 48t# 
that the association wouM meet in the statej^f Ne#- 
Torhyio try hia case anew; or adiy. that thej 
wonUi delegate soipe of their own body to meet witti 
aofHe of the Presbytery^ within the limits in whiob$i. 
he lives."* . 

* It ia preauibed that for the ineorreelnmn. of thia^ 
atatemeht, Mn Beach would be deairous to avails 
himaelf ^f a6 apo/ogj^, simikir to that which b» 
offered rebtiye to his pledges made to roe a^ 
Qtetovtlle, yiz. that he had forgoiim tfae^^la.:* 

And yet, it\ would seem, aa he was the only or- 
$Mi.of their kddy, at thattitae, and was making alia 



fa^iwtteixoaidMiidfiliifeii fd^ g6 Befive tiie ptfMe^ 
4^ lie.Mf^ to h«¥e rtgarJkd Hkt g|il6 of /iiel9» 
IHie HMdercfta ttMray retert to 1117 coniHtttikMif 
tiol», all of wblch are insertod in ike |wet«di^ 
'f^gtUf^Bjui Mtiirfy UM«tf wliother the $tftt«iiieBt Is 
coirrccl. 

/;. ^ The aaaoeiaCioft docided,^ a« yoit ran^sboi^ 

-tkat tkoj coald noi-act^a^ an? aBaeciatian it ieny 

:idaee witkoot their itmif*, and e^pedaHy in 4t atete 

io whicli thej do not belong.*' - r 

^ Tins i» a remarlK^ble confesaioa^ that oil their 

•proceedings had been Uligmlf and eonseqoenllf 

ortmtnal and aianderoii^ in the extrwne. And 

, icould Ihej expect, with bmen impadenoe, to eoi»- 

r«€|l it, by boldly adimting such an-capcMSt, to imr 

me fir^m a hearing ana defence against their tnjjiff- 

tou8 attempts to condeoHi me tmhmirdf witnent 

canse or notice, and even aided by tl»ir petyun d 

teiitioiooy? • . ? 

' '*^ Also that they were^a body appdntedby Oair 

own constitution,, and also the constitntiew of the 

Xongrngatioual church ui this state lo ^y their 

own ministers f that they cenld not thef^MM 

shrink from the painful duty, and had no right ie^ 

delegate* their trusty especially io persons tlMit ^U 

siofebetong to their bedjr, h%hly aeeiresnstbey 

-niigfat be esteen^d and revered.'^ 

. Here is an apparent efiort, Bimiler to whut-k often 

^scoverable in the spider,^ which, at the a|^reaell 

W danger, instai^iy seeks a shelter in its' owfi 

.wdi), spun from its own bowek, as if the slender 

ibrtificatiott would afford a safe . relnge*^ ifr^ 

Beach, having taken shelter under their coloMal 

^iffitres^t prte^^ds <^ observe ^* that they eouldtioty 

itherefore,. shrink from thepatn/iil duty." Is he 

.willing io hazard tAia, as an Aonsfil. asaartion,'rin 

mem of their groundUss charges ; the imsiruments 

and maimer of introducing them ; the objuh^Sm 

*wfaich they were eaiiibited;. .the time and pkMe 

. A«|d upon for triads their own declnred ilU^gMg 



katAmg Ae irtbps, tnd eiiing me to attebd ; I& 
»)»ie<ige9 nm^ tie at Oreenvilie ; the frM^rer pinfL 
'Stt^d ef tt(e triy ; tkirfr (reolfnivir of Mr. Hotcbkhn 
tbekr iertim&ny to dd them hi their exertioite ; anl 
their digmUy in proeiMng the d^IrM iteiiiK ! 
fiaTiDg mUUBBsed aU these tbingSi is not his aa- 
i kk f My diitiilgiiii^ltogiy ooaeptcuoas* ifl aeraerting, 
^4&al' Aey^ coitld: flOt/theMEtfTe, shHiik from the 
fesfiM dtrt/?" Or^ doe» be mean, that having be^ 
gmi/tliey could not << look back?'' Otwpaia ased 
iro&icalljr Cor' pfetfture.^ t% not hie fortress, in realt- 
ty^more-feeblo titan ^at of the spider? And are 
mil the kilentBowoeis blhnman depravity clearly 
.divcoveriible^ f» the objecta which are* obvionsly 
declared to esist? 

'; 0»'ivlMit*priticiples can he assert, *<*they had no 

ipfght to delegate their trtfst?" The noi^thern a^so- 

-ieleited Presbytery, to which he must allnde in part; 

at least, are of the Congregational order, and the 

'same body from whom I received my fieence as a 

-candidate for the goepel ministry. The Presbyte- 

^aians ave in oonnesioti with tlie general aseembly, 

'tsUeh convenes ammaily^ at Phihdelpbia, the hijgfav 

teat ecelesiaaticat judicature in the United 8tatee, 

^ which' tiie geneiral asaociation of Connecticut 

eon&tito|e» a part ; and tbrir general association is 

composed of distinct aseoGiatibns. Hence, there 

is an jfiiimcile'ConnexioB in those bodies. What, 

iHien, can th|a enresaion hnply ? He could not 

sorely make this declaration on the princ^fe thut 

wdele^tibii of trnat #as imprecedented, for this 

WNlold cootiracKct welt known nsages^v Is it not ei%- 

dmirty, tiierefore^ a studied wasumj in order to 6<« 

loflder, or plausibly concent from the observation 

of thoee^ to whom it is addressed^ their actual piro- 

tteimgB and objects ^ 

* ^^ Ob' riteivtng iaGMrmation from our moderator, 
•ttiat it would be im vain tor him to convoke the as- 
OMM^iation terdeiiberate on his requests, as they had 
vahwady: bceni /bniMs{% acted oit> Mr* Ptoikel 



wrote to)ijai« a teeood time, statii^ iiat ll#«:&^ 
called fbii>«»]p»rfo coqiioil« t9 meet itt .€b*eeavaM^ 
tor try hii| catijie, and cailifig on thte aaseeiatidii»*$i^ 

Spear belore sM eouneily ud abew CMtae km 
9ir precedutft afninsl'faia^'' 

It itf bere expre«4f asaerted, thai '< it wo«}d be 
in vaitt forthemoderaterte ceariF^he the; a a a ^ eiii 
fien to deliberate en Uk (my) at qneatiH aa^Aej^bad^ 
already, beefl/onnaily acted on/' 'Were Mtlbe 
body placed aader aoiNe otdigatimiif la Mr. Cowlea^ 
fo give me a beariag ? At tk^ tiaie they wereuiaK 
kiBg exertions to procure a mianittoiul ydte ef cetH 
aore, and he requeated to be rek^ed frem totittf 
•I oU, aa he coeld'opt trnUe wkh thaniSft the vol^ 
and they would not consent that be ahwild be.f^ 
(eafted, did be not finally uaita nl ther^t)^ for>he 
^oU object ^ leaving the, aubject opmi frr tha-ek* 
Mesa pofpOBe of aecilrhig me a. hearing? I cbaaa^* 
tilUy appeal to Mr. Cowlea, whether this waa not 
the leading BMtive» which inflaeneed faiak to tmMe 
hia vote with thelra. And joi, when I had aiadb 
the request to the moderator for a hearing, he wooM 
jiot take the trouble even^ to convent the aaioflia 
tion, in order to lay my requeattf hotoi^ them^ aa 
his own answer to me teatiflea. Here' Mr.' Bi e»* 
trenches himself, and boldly urges -the fte^ ^nt 
my ^ reqmests had already been^ fofmrnUv' aded 
on/' When ? At Cornwall ? Will not Mr. Cowki 
urge a counter claim for a hearings by the «xpreie 
tondiHons of his vote ? 

It ist indeed; granted that my requeaM at 43ot» 
#all, ** irevtforfnallg acted on;'^ aiid srhetber Oa 
4Ul9 reflect honour upon the ageni$^ I efaeetfiiN^ 
Submit to others to decide; -at any rate» it dMa 
not reflect either Aoiiotir or honeetg on Mr. Bead% 
in connexion with his pledges rendered m ok 
Greenville. Is it not singular then, that, nndep 
these circumstancei^ Mr. Beads should here*uli' 
Mushingty urge ihftt my ^ reqaests had iifeeady beoa 
fifwaiy aeted on/' aa a jpsti(ks»io&o»1heb;|HiM^ 



Jttflt4o,gvf0jm %%mn^1 Willi dMtnlBMMt tewMft. 
||^irefor«, niilit he b? greatly abrmed^when h» 
mmken aim ^ the' t^preisioo, that <^BIr. Parkei 
wnM#: t^ tin^^Ohe iD(]4«irator) a second titne, Btating, 
tb^i k^ bad c^lM M\ ej^pwU council to meet in 
(jlif^a<riH^t%,t^4i« fan^e, aed calling pjii this aa« 
ft i i qiaiti en^tovayey feefolwr said.coitHcil^ and ahow 

^rnHmt^il^irill^^fd^^'H^^^ him." In what 
^ti^t. >BiaiMW coiiid thifi lasl clause be divested of 
H^rl^fTf ifMm)efi9^he pl4a cti»ld heplau$iMjf orged^ 
ijh9t«7 f< Fpi|ue#t« IpAd b^en /omto/^ acted on»'! 
tlMB pleadi9g» at^Waat Am. oivn miftiifif as an eor^ 
AMffiwbjrtbejr ihovM «ot defend; their pioceed« 



Tbiii^ep^WNitQ' v^f rery ei^JtrMrdinaryt.inn 
d«fd» T^jr .jpiMrior^JmnXs^ that he ahould cidl a 
^^QcU lor #l¥4i:aQ |objfct,|to sit in judgment on t 
jMi»M4Yhicb.biMl,alCfMy been trudi mi sCfltmtUtt 
decid^ by the, onljf tribunal on earthy which hat 
(SQgnizanct^ ii.il T€;fy oxt^aorditiaiy that he sbomld' 
if^4hi» fHfj^caU w thp assiociiitiott ;. ^nd U will ap^ 
MM4 fltjUnioria ^xjtrajQ^dinaryi should. the counoil^ 
Ui^vif, ref|ii^ted .tooaspemjiilei presumft 4o judge 
i|«^^4hJaaflpiK^«Ku" • . 

.. Here ifi.'^rviy a. catf^Jegue ^ wtfyprdifH^rmt 
i|o t only f s^tiAprdinaries in worda, but in^ ide^J Bi|t 
^im^bfi b0 disfipasessed of his.bucden by d^iifg<Hi^ 
#l^l^diimri$ff f It may be suitable to f^ ' «onAf 
l^ii^tioa.tO'iMi^ septenee^ 

^^ Y#iry^xtrfi0rdiiiary thsit be should: jeaH^fu^omte- 
qU 'fi$i -auish an obiipct.f.'t is not fear^ ormcpriaei 
«vi4M^tly #^ii^i4ed herei.ls^t jtheir.s1ep$ Sibould bf 
jieiiafjed/ aod 'Consequently tbenc' iniquities etpo^ 
mdiL f'.Fof -sujoh an objeat.'^ JS^rpriae is ber^ 
<d^afiy dis^n^i^eidKas if tb€ i4oa..badl not bioCote 
lieen indulged^ that others could possibly. eflp«tmfir 
Jtk^i ffrpfi^<to0^ * .1^^ 3> sit iri:jfidg«iwt/' /I>oea 
^ ^mi^T^M^ »ttbe idea that: >«dgmeait ia to be 

tMied.iip#atbi^r^|MrMeDdiBigsZ JSo'ivonderV when 
Md Imo att.#(|;^ •• weU:aci.ayif}|M«.tft.the^ 



wliieh had mlmady been frted." How tri^ .^^ Wt^ 
luive already »€€». Will be caU tfaitf Mai .^ * ll» 
luM deafly mistakto the term. It had, iiedmri)^ 

Eassed the ordeal of an fil^uMKim* Can if tkiM 
e sud With propriety, iHat it nrA« ttM ? « Alna 
mAmnlg decided." Would a gpectaior of 'tiM^ 
acene have called it #ol^inil)*til a0)>'^fli^r i^tofe^ 
than aa it would affect the pefp^#ftilor^ of the 
deed r Witt it te ^^^ soiemn tor eotifpel fNtfi^^ah 
lo unite in a vote of centre, only as H reij^efs the 
enormUjf of aueh heaves-daring oiisfliderft ! Kt^ 
woiidop .the term, «' extr«oKdinapy,"/tboi|]d him- 
been io frequently repeated^ Would conduct eC 
such a desdriptioii, as haa been naivated reepeefli^ 
4hat proceedhig^ have haMboniaed with a pr&yeffiH 
frame of faeurt ? Weald it noeha^elMi A« ^ippemt^ 
anoeof a<rfemnmoeJkaf3f.^ ^gy the owjy tr itmi ifl 
on earth which haa eogniaante of it/^ ^ Then'theiii 
ia no appeal. >Thi« ifi^ indeed, a kar d «aaa^$ fo^bd 
condtmned in aueh a iftatiner, andyef.lher^ ^M 
be no apptai. I had never beftn^, liow^eri hno^wA 
of at^<<<to'jfii9»rj^ appeal. ' 'In'<dm eiB#,4i 
would, no doubt, be attended with impka^eiM Ciotth 
aequencea, ea^iecirtlx to r^r«(ee their proceedii^i. 
The eitpreaaion evidently impliea, that hoappeqH 
ceaMba expeclod. This would seeio tb iMf aiftkiliir 
to bmr^g one aa deadj the instant he^WVa 'MMriM 
down, without waUing to see wbethlBfr tbiare -wilft 
My a^na of life Teommiog, or giv4ag'the hSfeuft'op* 
^rtttnity for reauscitaltion. Thia woidd4i9riilyte>- 
giie a want .of safety to the IMngy whb beMng'to 
aticA a body* ^Althougb a peraon aiaytfee atuMtsU^,^ ^ 
for a mifmentr by a blow, yet*he may e%peritoce'M\ 
fiartioular* ineonteyenee frodi it, exoept ftr^lie 
foment. • ^'" < .., . :tri -Uf 

^ «^ Very eiUraordfaiary Oathe abettid itt IftfoaaAV 
call OR the aaaoeiatiottJ^ Here alMtt is ifAl f# 
aiewe4» aa ifdaafgei* was dvawit(g te#y^»|fir« "<<% 
ikv9 way f»iU on the asaocialiott." ' Nas (w^«M 



8Si 

«ll#m i^ li^Hflie l^niagtO 4*iite«t? art lie dorie;j«it 
il. A^ipuUl min^m foi^ver to refmoe ovr OManderingi 
sbid ik4i9iw9v >:'SAiidik wHI^efttiUmore eKtraoif 
4lMr^9ie^QUld. :tlie:fi^iio«iU thMk jreq11e1t0d.to.atp 
a€iiBb)e^c9ns%iu9^ loittdge over tbia aaaociatioe.!? 
^f l4Qt»."i of ^Mfmi Doea Mr. Beach ** not kooir, 
that the saints will judge the worlds"' And that 
*l^i^j:yiV0rfe.vm*e.biroagfctinto >idgaient» with 
%H^vx secret, tbiiig» whether U be good, or whether 
■it.bewl?",-.^ • :.:..- .'■ ::••-■ % ■• / ». • 
. ^yJHo mfSih. t)wg>^ow«ver» is leicpected. - The 
im^st: of . e.ccl^aJ49tk^ ' {jiyooeflitre are^ if peaaibJe^ 
«9j;:^defiiute:i« tfo P»r4ab}rteriaii, thto>il^ thia Cda^ 
fgpe^i\i^i^lchnnhh aod it ia oot ia* the leastappre* 
hendie^: tlMi& a.iit^ ,wttl h» takte bfi aoy of. tha 
meiabera^of jtour Pi^abytery^ iojeoBsiateiil with the 
jr»]^ apd the r<dation«: p£ tbe.two ch^rebes* Ae«- 
c^dieg to Hb^ pJatiSorn ofi the ebfirek in tbi^ stele* 
.t)ie.,d(^isipiia of the ^oeral asaoieiiitiqeyi and. the 
4^i|]^s:pf pur aaspGiatipit* the deel^iopt wfateb h4i 
been Jhad ia Mc Parjker'a calte, {s.^mI/' 

. << P^p sii^ibing i& expected.'' I Seoie alay, pot- 
ppmiHyvidwbi, whether sinc9rUtf ia esfxreseed in 
this: taiMense* Indeed^ if it js^ why did^ he write 
tKi&b|tter» and aubject bbaaelffto tbelncooveoienof 
fii.3Uii$ig^untmthSimi sUmitmf .TbaCtbeforaia 
:ariP ^\xpaX\\j^mar^ definite in. the Peeabyteriaa^ 
^tb^a in ^^ CpagregatiOQal cburcb, is, I tbt«k| 
^4^\j i9^hit.p%ii§d*^ . For these forms secefe ithe 
^priviliBge of: bc^g &Mir4» and the right of nfpta^ 
S(pr do tbcQT admit of aUering c<matitutioD» by a 
^^bal motipD from the impulse loi the mommt m 
frder ta acwmplisb any favourite Resigns. Tbejr 
jpri^bit the acpomplis^ment pf a ^^ prpseriptipili^ 
}f^ sai^riugjii^ ttigbtpf being tried by others, than 
Mk», personally hostU^ 4h;. guilty^ who are seekmg le 
^<Nipei4ete6(tiM.SiPd. pwiahfaeiit by their strenMous 
aJB^ltta^d. fi«^«asSf^ i'ilifyiat^ ^d criminating the 



4^cision, inmy caMylby their *« plaMMii'^iie.tbc. 

JDg dl lite •fSwlB'wbich Mv^ te0» mad^iilPrflLtfij^ 
a iMfing^ altkeiighviDBiwatibiia bfcM bifei^jSiM^ 
lo iDduM tbe Mief that I shduMi'tie uiM^a 
ipithjt/ ' . ' >. ' 

^ Though tbia aaiociatim liaa-deeidad-jigaiMt 
tlM cMduct '•f Mr. pMkar ai «0im#ml, ttd k|U 
him under censure, t>eUeTiiig. that wbat^ tMr 
iiaie '' ttiMifi*?ia thi« ettM^4B<lMHibd4a HMi^rif /' 
Hier «v^ ti^Ari^ i^ilooae^!' Ml tkk^dtild ke dOM 



aaliafftotiMi, Mt lew dial tbit ffihi ili^j^ 
«ieiK«d io'lcaiitiiviaiiv ah^bld Mr jlBii4erMiMfc^ Hi 
•MBiUeiil tbe tMg^i ef ^wlHVhlMlfc'eiiA^toMbV:'^^ 
1 Tbia ia a remiMrkaU^ pati«t«^;| ^ 
copy of tbe jKagialer ii irue, it eMbttai^^ariiig fttee^* 
lieods ; mA it appeaiiilto>in«irMt4« doea^ it lb«m^ 
tested aofTfia Bet trikt: At ia^^kbo »totliti r^ 4b 
tbe ttxt^etne, aa«I^M3ii^pMlieit%<^j« IfttM^^nilA 
gross irnpiel]^ '^pid seiettia Mi^erf i^' tii fTsH-nd^ 
Mr. Beaitib ^^^ayk; -^ th0 >«i8iiiH!flMki*<^ tikUM 
againat 1i«e caiiiibct oT Mr;^ Parke^4^ W^i^rn^*^ 
i1bMrKe^)4bi8'iaeia<t^/al«t^r Thei»ftftliflM)^tt4^ 
py, sent tolmey sbtosito Meb tbbBg.' WM^iiilM^ 
r#i%/: l^ditfylbMii^te t)l«diiG£tt,i>^Wh3^iibilk 
Avea h^Me'ihtoliite aMtideii*aa44taritiiJt#iitbl «^ 
CiiatberMdii, '^ ^ciirld Mv. barker 4^^m^ 
aibleeftbe tbiagM ef wihIcH he ^^mM^^Ximt^ 
Fark^r ^ftdieiti<»)iit^t0Mdl>tM trfib'ili#ir)Mi[^«i!ltf 
ieft}tiDOtiy," aad it imas so deolarMl>b7.M« «f Hwr 
Hftimter, wheb toey w€ireilaberioas)yf%biptoye^)i# 
||vdc4ire*4h«ir^altiiiiot4»\«>le of<'<eMiA<^*' WlM 
trboibiil bMMi^is^ 'huiitediltbii laM >«^i<eB^«ttfMa 
aeiiAi.»* iihpty ai>dtei»«:)Oii «be |Mrt>^l>Ili^ SMil^ 
lb«l woakt:«ea»«iit;tb^ dpMe^ Wi(M« ^'4b(ifi»«tlNilU 
gaa^ifts inm, whiel^ beMsih^r^IdM^^^ 
b^bftpkiiai(4o%M fkbis^ Tbiiiiei«^iiatt^biM«D^im^ 
nor les«» tlian whM he has before frowned*,! 



2ST 

m it6i^ AfAiup TBe plkiiy Metktic& illtn i$\ fUal 
Mr. Bbdeli i^cftxW he gIreHUltd tb &aV(< me gnilty 
•f f^heUbbd^by adVrio^rt^c^idg as tl*ile, tUaf irhitfl 
iitti^'been pfored' W be uiittUre; Should' Ke, m tins' 
ca^f "ibosej^ afe Ik Bas* lised tfie tetm, in n^Rofe 
^«i^ttewotf rf Be^ htr^mplbyed'T R in^aM's^^nl, not' 
iti the service of aft hmo^rahle ma^e^. Bilt iH' it 
nf^'ndkmn' motVety fbt Iritti toao^pftbe e!)tpreil«- 
sion, " beKeVing** tKai i^hat tbey had " bound'* iih* 
this- casi^ i«r « bound in heaven ?*' Db -lirc riot read' 
thaf Aeaven h ^. jfUrt Mdkohf pj^ce; that noffiin^ 
^i*ich^i«*h% ot impure^ *« which worketH abommv- 
tibn; oir fHakeW a He;** c^n be admittedinto that ho- 
ly place ? Is it reasonable then to enppos^ that suchf 
a^srericfs of wickedness, ettibhicins fklse charges,, 
peijnries, slander^j combinations, and many other 
Kihds of wit^kedness, could'aiscend as inceriscxi and 
**'b^*bomnd^in heaven?** II really appears tb mef 
iaM a* horrid pW)fariatibn, The guilt, howevtir, dF 
fi^i^ a ^eriira rf iniqirfty F fillly believe is ^« bouiid,** 
awl rcoiiia sittcerely wish it gii^t bV « loosed** ' 
by a Cordta! rejientance-and* reformation. 

^* There is' ottc thing of #hicfe yon KacI not pro- 
bj*ly a7IlB;Vie^w ih your attendance at Cornwalf. 
I'rflhjdc'toMr. Parker's xrte' of a ccnrfififcatc of good 
strttdlng, which had been recfalfed." 

rtis^v^ytrnelhat MK HotcJhkin had'not a yiifT 
irf^jfof'it at* CortJ^allvhut I trtfst b^ has had* 
sWce*, and tteit it wHrbcf td the **' shame sWid'confti-' 
steri*'! of' those whtf have* irttrpdltced' this siibjelct,' 
atid*aMWi'upon-it. Pe^lstHoo'd 9Ttd slander ari^ pe* 
cnliarly combined in this parti.cula^, and also a fla!*' 
glWtViolalidW of thfe rules of the gospef. Yet »fr. 
»*i€fr'Hate seeti fit^to rntrodbce^thls int6 his letter,; 
apparently* desirbtfs'to* spread* their slinders' stiff' 
D(K>i^' extensive! jf, as if he* were mkkfn^^^'n an ex^*' 
cm^'fbf %im * Tb teitfdir tHis'pl^tttiferephe a<irei^!a 
td*fHe pApcr^ whidi rgaire to the^ aisociation; at thc^ 
1«il m fflfeWdrtbi in'3{/fy) r8t5,' of ' WhUV V haVcr 
.gif^^jrtn-i^t infHftfe'tftW pagd? Hhf haa^tf hW' 
23 
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. kUer been plfaaed to cidl it ft cof^egsjon, a ter js 
which I Jhad never known, or thou^t of applying 
to it, until he had affixed the epithet in his letter. 
He then proceeds to atate.: *^ After his standing - 
Jbecame as appears by the cotifessionf Mr. MilJi 
verjr properly infortned him, that he must retur% 
or forbear the use of the certificate he had recely- 
ed, and aent him <ine certifying what his true stand- 
ting was« (It is inserted jn the 99th jpag|s.) Mr. 
Fwrker remonstrated bj letter, but without eflect. 
Whether he has, after this, used a certificate of good 
standing in the ministry, you,\and th^ brethren, of 
your presbytery doubtless know. The thing needa 
BO comment." 

It truly *^ needs no comment," to see that Mr. 
Beach is guilty of great wickedness on this stdnect* 
The presbytery do know, of a truth, that I nave 
used a certificate of good standing in the mintstry^ 
and they also know that I had never received aajr 
other. But why should Mr. Beaqh have cesor^lM 
to the paper, which he is pleased toxall ajcanfe^^ 
$ioni as the ground why Mr. Mills wrotf the lett^ 
Hying an '^ embargo" on the first certificate ? Th» 
vile insinuation is amply coti/Wed by the very let- 
ter of 9fr. JMills, the accompanyif^cerlt/Zcate^and 
his verbal declarationa, which have already be(||i 
neticed. Are not these things, wonderful in a pro- 
fessedly honest man ? as also his liberal e&ertioiis to . 
^^oite uafbunded prejudicea in the minds of othefs 
b^ slanders and falsehoods, aj^re^itiy for the pk^ 
sure of endeavouring to deatroy ? Siireiiy ^the dp 
0^ iniquity is full J 

^ 1 ^Ujppose, dear sir, that you now possess acorn-' 
petent view of Mr. Parker's situation." (¥^a, he 
undoubtedly does ; and loo^ with pUtf on the ,ra-. 
Il^cious harpies, who have sought to pollute andde- 
M\roy.) *^ Do ainy of tlm brethren in your vimitjfii ' 
or^^lswhere, wish to examine the aubject lor th^ 
fimtfM^^Bfkctiqu^Ahe^y oan Jiave/r^e ft^esa^to ^. 
l^atimooy given at iDornwaUi^efoce UwM^ofiiitLtiiHh 
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toth for and against Irikn, a summary of which tl^e 
assodatibn appomted a committee to preserve." .. 

I should apprehend' that diis/ftterested brethreb 
coiild not derive any great saiiBfdction from an ex* 
amtnation ot the facts. And if they can have ac- 
cess to the testimony, they will be more successfiil 
thaifothers have been, in going to dilSerent towns t^ 
find it, unless Mr. Prentice should prove more ac* 
cbmmodating than heretofore. Nor can I imagine, 
}f they should succeed in obtaining it, how their 
can find the testimony " both /or and against me. 
If we may be allowed to credit the documents which 
have been already exhibited. In view of these 
things, I am constrained to disbelieve the correct- 
ness of the preceding declarations, and I do thint 
that Mr. Beach would also be obliged to conform 
'to the same sentiment. 

^^ I conclude your respect for the common cause, 
wiH prevent your steering any council near yoo 
to proceed ignorant^ on this subject. Make sucb 
use of this communication as the case requires* I 
have no solicitade respecting this association, nor 
do I fear that any cornicH which Mr. Parker may 
call, will proceed irregularly* The singularity- of 
'isn ex parte council, presuming to try a cause which 
has regularly been decided by an organized body, 
whiph alone has cognizance of it, is too palpable to 
be even thought of ; but if I know my owa neart, I 
-liave anxiety for Mr. Parker. There is a way for 
hhn to be'recpndledy and regain his christian and 
Viinisterial standing, bqt I fear he is not in it. 
<< Tours with great esteem and respect, 
*' JAMBS BEACH.^* 
^ "Rev. BsraiAB Hotchkiit." 

- It would be cruel for any council to proceed i^-^j 
norantly on this subject; and indeed cfimindl, if the 
^ftieans of ktiowledge could be obtained. I trust 
they are obtained. The indulgence given to Bofak^ 
tuch ttde of Mr. Beach's letter^ as the* case rei 



nmiprohMy ^Qi\«^ my (ypmion- ICoat he i^^oHMi 
Jhiav^^io ** solicitit^^ for the ^t^aaciatipQ/'.eyidiefitljr, 
dlicoyjeniy that he had not *^ cast out thfe ^biefVfft ^ut 
pf mji owA eje,'^ H^d this been 4oo^» he mjght 
Jbave been able to diacover in re^litJ^ vih^ib^g 
'ftere ^* waii a ano/^ in his brother's eye.^ I^.tib^ 
" beain" beeQj:ei»oved, probaUj the " jii^gi^ritjir^ 
4tf an expftrte trial'' Fould not ha^w smpeared Mfk 
'alarmin|g or novel; coD^eawntfjr the aepiaioJi ^ 
«an ** OrfCLiiited body'^ wouua have been sup^8(iBde4r 
Irom a clear coQviction, that the charges were fy^ 
mere fabricfitiQua of the guilty to ^scofke det^a^ 
tioQ. That he should have had anxiety for jBM»r 
would h^ i-eaeonablj eiqiected, frc^ tlieija)! ^j^tvpf 
which he had of the whole .prpceediogiy ^3aji mf 
cruelty which had been inflicted ; aqd which wqi^4 
have been withheld had he futfilled his pledge* 
And had he eyen then jppiMes.sed the " compwi- 
Jiion'* of the " good Samaritaiu'' Ijie woul^ mf^^J^^^ 
** passed by on the other^l^Ie :lite tjje " jiciiBsi^^ 




invQlre (he cuilty fearqfdpteqtfpn? .. \ ,'j \.l^ 
BIr. Beach a88er|s t|iat there .w^s 9f Aif^] 4^ifV 
tobecQDie^^re^njcijbedi'^ $iiid:tO'^^ r^g#Q 'f^JT «^fiM^ 
iif^n and ipinisteml fi(tan4%*^/ . if ^h¥fi ^9w}M 
jBouId, inhwf yipw, be i:^^ried| it )irouldfef^lL»^M^ 



ply ihdi my crmimUg ^ P^^ y^mXigSt 
grant. , 4^ he h^s lu^c^ed th& witjithc word 
" reqpiyjBef ^^' tiff 4i|ficulty is no doubt easily aoli 



" reqpiyjgef /; Ofqmficuiiy is no doubt easily solv- 
ed. I know not^ to wh^t thif " te ^ppciljatiq^ ,f wild 
refer, unless to those members of the body against 
3Ch<^fl; I h?4 cpofmff^cfid a '(abf^iir fi^^ ^m4^'i9tl2^ 
Mpdnot^, ^ w^e ^P io oontiim^^ ala^^^l 
fboi^Id renpjf the /jqniplaintSi iufpifmi ^|n,.^ni|i 4(9r . 
te^t their ii?}S|Uity. Xf joipJl the meamt t^W/cJo^ 
Ijr eiwdept t^^ ha4 I cfjup^j^gd 4f bi^PQfflff [*«!>• 
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Deiici|«4?^Wl4«lr ifi^jifi^i^ and to letHhein |a«i 
i?ith impunity^ ^^f^imiaf^m^ bmA jninisferial standi 
i&g would be regained ?" 

culiar pi^ii|>li0ii*.. He '^«8^ claim ihiA he 
iftpie )aiy4iirtcHon^ ]0t ^tppoin^trmnt. Had tlui| 
lip^eir^^bf^ the casc^ iVJi^ight ^are beenrlmpro- 
fffi^) Fmbiihe. wfiiHen bjr^ apbcnittinenti ibh coaiv 
mi^iif^tfo».w^iM ^^^^ mvoived the Whoie bodj^ ia 
f^] vt|fi^ii8.;|ict» pS tttqpitmde^* .with Irhich lie ' now 
illamU jttsUj: cb|ftrgefiUe by this letter. Wiiethec| 
l^efyd^r^, lf« ^^ns^der Uie:«|(b«fflfiiC£, <d?te^ i^f^n^i^ 
and evident objects^ if w^ {ire permittejd to judge 
fi^m^anpc^ffrttu^ 'exhibited W the commuiiiciition, 
t^»aa^ tbif ,l^f«t« I flm,c<vnpeij(ed to fqr^ a very un- 
filYPKI^!^ «f ipw oillfec lauthor, <^4 m»at co^isideii 
it^,pQf o£,^ kfil^triuglefto maintain the preme* 

Tifo day* ^iwe.jfaithfulVy' df^yol^d, by the plej;- 
g||fBW^ whe aiHmnble^fjdt (Greenville, toaniav^ti- 
gallon of the subjects for which they had b^en cen- 
yeff^ *]^«rif]g examiie^ the fjpcirnients whicb 
«l^f;^h|liited;bf^re tb^m^ tb^y ^mediat^ pro* 
Me^ii4io4rftwiip,a»«44r^s« tofoi^ward totfie as^ 
sec^at^f <Migge^tinj, in a mo^ieat oiamier^u J2ew rea- 
f^mm i^Mch they beUered would influ^ce that bo* 
^y to grant nie a reaaonabie opportunity to be heard 
10 ipy defence. They were sowiliing to kidutge aa 
idea, th^tt the itssoefation wotild reiuse to gfant,nie 
a fair hea#iBg» wh^ thf y ishoiild resuryey iheir pro* 
eeeidtfegs» a^d pofle^t^ upon their ^^Ui^tio&rs of du- 
ty* Being confident their request would be grants 
edf they deaured qie 4e widibDld, for a time, a pub- 
licatson, ^f their arbrtrary and unprecedented pro- 
eea^ifigSrfor whkh I bad already commenced pre* 
psari^ionf. I conisiented to a compliance with tneir 
ij^qH^tyand their cotomanicatien was soon forward^ 
edk 7b4> following is a transcript. 

I 28* ''' '' ' 



^ To t&e Ndrfli Associ&t^n c(\h»toniiiy \^itch^ 
field, (Ooimecticut.) ' / • »'• 

' '*^Wci tKe tindersigne^, hatmg convened as an ee- 
tlesiasticat council at the* request of Mr. DaiiM 
Parker, to attend' to certain alleged grieraiice^/ r^ 
suiting from his deposition by your body, « CAfrf 
wall, in August last, deem it our inetHkibetit (IM^ 
to lay^ before you, ncith all due d^ferencft fa»d*1^ 

feet, both the reasons of our coinpliancB Iritb BfSl'i 
arker's request, and of the conclnsion to wlkf^ 
ire hare* been unanimously and deliberate^ led'ite* 
View of the whole subject. * *» 

** You cannot, we consider^beloTedbrethrens bfe 
insensible of the pecuHarlJr tr^^ and ileHenf^^iilh 
nation in which we found' ourl^eHtS'lo be|ofttte 
receipt of the Inters ihviting lifTto meet m np^t^ 
farte council, to consider a caisle,' whidi had Mifer 
prejudged and decided by yottr Venerable boAy, 
and which had caused: n^lfttK'teMIfetteatifjIffiiliS 
]gublic mind. • • -. 

«* We hope to be parttcolarly undersMMl, in iftM 
we lay beforH you in tbisr|corti<hnni<^ti|tk), Hllit 1v^' 
*rc, as far as we know 8m^idtei8,-:by ti6ii«aftf«*^*^ 
jposed to'impeacftf yotir motives,' or rcs^o tMt "At^ 
Terence to your- jirdgrhent and wisderm;- whltb^lM' 
should feel ourselves bound to any body •of nnnis^ 
fers within the chrde of * our» knowledge^ * We 
would notify you expressly, that We havH^ ktee» 
|>eculiarly g<iarded against the feast' selnbl^dbce'^i^ 
Interference with-your result, 'm:tlie''^«s€rdf -Mr. 
Parker.- ' — ' '•» -'" •'• ''•• •*'; 

• " We are convinced; thai y otf are iliid^^ fiir Mp§^ 
rfbr advantages to be acquaintc^d with th^fkblf^ 
ind the various bearings and circumstanced whitl^ 
Bave led to your decision, than we danpos«ifblyf 
be, at so great a difttance^rom the scene'lft wM<At.> 
the difficulties had arisen, and the tr|insacti^natk<r 
ken place. 
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c^i(Mikg ^ fliiAgi^liiiiff !irMc1»it:.aigiit beliniiif 
tM lliMfWiifld.lM4aMil|iui|iM8^t jroil^ iriijb Aft 

^e^lM^niiivm lo^bcfifeUow filMrmrs srkfa jncM 
ifa»tlfl»'yiti^«f^%| lh«iB«iMB'>oM|iiiOBilaordf(knd)la 
teP«(irfted witU ifbtt'fai tbe^iamel.siMl attdbiDrte 
i^me JfldgaieDt t» ooQr Tivwi botb *of dectriaal^^airf 
^p^riflietital TeiigfOfh ' ' Ai^ iosiiiiiafl6iifii^ tHerefbrtf^ 
WtfuMag ti»ijottr<liri<tty,Mwe feel as. thf>ugb aimed 
«t^defieM»»- Am to airoMbtheptesibililj^of; dcH 
iilg eti4fii|]^ tba^ might >b&iPe tbe kaet haemigile 
^lii^ jpra^lae^ ehr .meetiwg ib^s be^f beld. witb 
^llil4e<Fdid0f«i^tdel1f6 Akappdittinient 4)C,tlkiBreflqpeol»4 
, ^MfriHf ^BMny, noM beii^ |»reieat. bail the: Ammi 

^l^etid 0a|»arate with icoBfideBcem you^and rss^ 
^et Mfofi jieu aauU^levbd bielbreiiikiitfae miaiaftryv 
•ed^erkersiiogetber with di in iieiKiogwiip!.t4& 
spif itiia> temple nfwt Lord.c And^raoat eectalnly^ 
.W^ have' been» bs^p7rMd;>Mt .euraekes^ihetiored 
«ba| wie^Mgbt e^KTHMnbretbreaf^ani that jrclu ^en» 
Mciprecat^ 410, iwhk dM. tight batad ef: fieUoniahip 
itfitbe-'bety^miilislrjr^.'^-'.d ..^/ ii... 
'* ^Denot, d^aif bvetbreD^mittruat^aor thiok we dek 
"riale.'ftom wbat we^feeL wben we' teU .you, Ab^i Mn^ 
veet and )oire for iyoii^ibfeis bad as . poweafful an ia^ 
loeace tetiddaoe^mi ' to ait in dite.ceuDcit^ aa>'an]r 
ether oottffUfenrtidnwiiatevet.. It bad becoDoteiA 
matter :«l fioUtMe gtitf tb^ns to. becempaUed .^ttf 
fiar, /tM youfiname, which iapceciona to us> Wa* 
snifering in some degree in this region of country >. 
biidoffaeipicme. o£ ^ile dqpdsitioni of Mn Picket, 
at the* tioie^ and lender tfaj^'drelMBBtom^ inrwbbdb 
tfae'..ereirt-took^lace^ / r ;*• : j. : h I;-} ^ ;. 1 , • .• 



•C JAio Bv mbtiA $M bwre comeiwitb uKitfe wtttgM* 
praniidtd te kAdJifeiilvptCMlit^jivlkA libw :M|ii|r^ 

a#t idatla TUiag .pffiiici|ik 4ii» «dl Aadkn): ^raofie^^ 
tagiBi aMrciSMBal^ jNmeiAitiitoiB^ that: tlie ir^ffO^ 
briiidttfetteved^o^ ki a»j.wa»iM*dttB0d.6^:|i#- 
iifyiiig^lUixumlfi .however dark 4iid deJipeitfto Us^ 
ewe may- appeMr t» the ^pab^t^aaM^ ^Jf^^XHm 
fakeseifitfmU tfmn !cS«owiii^iLilQe#. aadLpleeAng^ 
wliiflfcMiir tMwk 4ie ^4ct ef reMmpi^-fttiefecciir 
Mbni^:alq;^l igtiqel him ? * .li MlliHto i ehiii^ 
teNd imioM^ tml loibe hold ntait sMf^fM^Ml 
h«ide8tlbretfar«i^:theaeht ire are coofidMt ^<(HiHiW 
ae jrt^aagbrs ta liat cbtf«Itjr»«^ieh tbisketfr He ilitt*; 
fan ^HM pemit ueio eak^'ivhether it he aat toettdPl 
totel^ oii>iis in '«Il catav to lay the moei' ftiifl^iihtr > 
eebstfoetiowiiDM Aeitharaek^iaiid flioiidiietM' 
o)|ft>i(BHiMr «Deii] aed eipecfaUy ef :tbpee«i|;hoieiier 
iahi ito aaaDe ^Ooe Mth mnMlfies in the orantftiyl 
Oo^t itiM ftllMijrataiie ainriing; praM^^{<# pN» 
UicJk 9mi eate a brothlar freia itaBdal^ ki e«erf f«f^ 
stance in which it can be donate }C0iiliateiill}riwilil 
Hl^t&ommAtB, mM B«aireiM Mgard t^. t^ bcbeor 
and glory, of Aed?^ And omob .new^ «l cieooAiMalfef 
ceil ate wrilfa Mr- Parkdr, k iiatomr delibe#a*e oiplw- 
iefi<<iwit be ia entiHlidf to aeelwariiqi! faefcre ymai 
hoify, ud thid jfanir hwdjr Adlliibme difaeoo to^ bo 
iMttor imtiafied with iteelf aAer gtaitiog Un are* 
heariog, tfaeo te tel the ttiiter Miiiainihi i^peeseat 
atvte. ■*'■ 

i^ F^6B»ldl weMttioaM of jFooe fcrlii^«ow.>ftj< 
mibjim^m% aveoooidBnt jroisaiMidiipojMdt ^^iwi 
Mr. P. thiB privilege; but we.liMl^.'tbai^1leteoahj^(||l 
nhoold procure finr him a safe condoct, or aj^inl^ 
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«tt8WQr tkogoadfwpoite •to cMMot to hi mw (ri4^ 
W^'Wwi^ iiQt preMvmotto'Say, Ui*t duBABsoeiatioa' 
dj4 pot tbink tpey^^^tod CMffMdy in Mfilttoe ^ 
QIM9 tlM}«^to Ud^» birt ire da iodutg^ Ikeicqnfidiiiit 
hopci that whcfn tbej (MKie to fteonfidv Umi tmt*' 
^« tb^jr mill y0t emm$Dl -to do 4«. SttSer ins m 
l%r#tlicw» wbo dQii»tfMBesii«ie toMraign /Mrd«- 
oMionHy to oflSs^ 4W}^ /r6«ioiis ivbi«li Save atruoJiL 
OIK mi^S'ifli/favoiir of groiiir cinisfii^iiig to this pro*. 
.pMwt^irliich^aa wutoto you^y Mr* JParirar at tte 
•IkM^pf th? «Miatkv at 'Coiink«U. And on amha 
^tl^tioii an 4)hi8 (tboiigh. wt^o Ui^nitrita of tibo 
'€iJmii8S;ag9J9«t Air. P.) w^ tbiok «a v« in a ait«ft«^ 
•tWip to igive our friaodly advice. 

<M. We cannot believe Ibat tbere "Would ba 40f 
^agaUtj iolb^ j^pae4iQg> if ywr bqdfr wore to 
^^0p[i0 ipto tb^ alpto of N««-Y<pbitofi(to|]4to4b^ 
trial of Mr. P. ibr .you go out pf your Ksoviitjr to Ao 
hwmpm tf a.wwtorif .ftit AMIe- beioi^ed to 
yoor body, yw^uMMt dovbt lho<««ltttr: irf jw»r 
proceedings because 7<m. f^hopldtnit.ajt \m h^^^-*^ 
and besideei, you send your miniaters into another 
jh^ato to takf tb^ Awt Md aeoond ft^epf^. (aa mmfih^ 
eaae ii^y» Air. P.) W^ld it, tbe«»»4i^ na^ ^mifa aI- 
l^ifi^Qf {(b^ aiwMiatioo t<^<^ofWi 4be liM> to^tako 
.^Jaat#|«p^f diftl^ipMM? .; ... ... 

. ^ For oQQi»0lvoib «e arp igo<ifiilit ifa«t aof n»fi»m^ 
^cm^ ^g^iM j» ^bia ^^mW^ fflr^ao^eeotoaiaativalboi^ 
ii9kkmis w^ wmmmi wbmr^ tb^ MuMy or ato^ 
)iMa^^s^ in Afd^'to jmidfur tboirdoiop of valtdiiy^ 
. 4'atTbi«iibi#ri^i^«tota^ofAlr.Fafk<uppnimNa 
oiidAaa fM»oii te jMPM.FMa bodgr >tor^B«oii Ih^ 
Um* t .... • • • 

! ^ Witfaom dptofBfogBgg ^oy tbiy ohMt M<i gwoi' 
<oenee or odounaJMy in hocMwog ioviohpod i» fi# wH 
iiiae^ ^difficoMiaff»-tbo#iibav9a«aw^^ iiigrift«tod^ 
40iMffi realMdMt#ietoliMb$m tlMfc, tiiaaifor% 
a. WMiU aiip^or to ba m imaiatobto «ifiidiNweo«¥Ni 
w^s^teatibltb, aalfar to> wooflnMulato 4bott*te» 



266 

to his prevent cireumstanceS) as to consent -to eoittts 
into a place where he can meet ihem in safety. 

"A third reason we would suggest is, that t>i^l(te 
Providence has located your members so near the 
line, that it would be attended with little' trottM^ 
to comply with the request. 

** But we forbear to urge other reasons for a retteisr- 
ing, being persuaded that you will do what the inte-^ 
rest of religion shall require, and we trust that you 
wiir consider our eominunication as the dictate of 
brotherly love and tender concern for the iiotomoii 
cknse, and not as an officious^ meddling with thMgB 
that do not belong to us. Praying that the great 
Head ofthe church may lead yeu to act as^ beecoit- 
eth the gospel, we subscribe ourselves ytMir bret^ 
ipen in the christian ministry. 

^Signed in the behalf of a number of ministers df 
the northern associated presbytery, the Pre Ayl€K- 
rian and Reformed Dutch churches. "'^ 

• " DAVl© PORTER, Modtrutot^ 

^ OtLBBKT R. LiviirosTOir, Clerk* 
^ Gremnilky Jm. 1818." 

Weeks and months* passed away without reeei't^ 
ing any intelligence' from the association relative tb 
the foregoing communication. In the. month of May 
last I was verbally informed, that the communicah 
tion was presented before the association, at an or* 
dination m Salisbufy ^ March preceding, hj tht 
fiev. Mr*^ HaHiscI:, to whom H wi^ directed as ^ 
last moderator. The' consociation w)Bfe.logethetV 
itfcen'Bfr; Ballock gave notice, that he bad in his 
possession the communieation^ and proposed to 
nave it read before them. Mr. Stone immedtate^ 
•bjectad, saying, aa I ^waa infornwd, *< tfaatit would 
teimjiropefifor the delegates from the -okoae&es^ tb 
tear tf/^ The ddbgatos aoeordi^ly withdrmr, 
a»d4twaS' i«ad before itfac iupdciation. Imm^edi- 
«HelyiMribiM9qiieDt'totiMireading of it, the associa- 
Hod left tbeidiMiiu One of tin delcgales 
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^iM$Am Mr* HaUock> and iiiquired^Chiin nbolfanr 
the communication did not relate to my case ? H^ 
amiirered in the affirmatiTe. He was tben inqnired 
of whether the association were. abbot .to dp wy. 
^mg for me ? Mr. Hallock.replied, as I understood, 
in wene words.: 'VYork state seems dispp^^. to 
haye Mr. Parker^ and they must make the most of 
him-" 

. On receiving this infbrmationt it aj^eared c^yi* 
dent there was to be no opportunity given me toibe 
l^eard in my defence, as the association had availed 
themselves of the excwe^^^ tjiat they could, not «c^; 
9fk a Jtiody out of their own limits, and especially 
Q|yt of/th^ 9^^/' ^d they well knew I could nc^ 
go into that state to attend a trial. This was evi* 
dently their strong fortress, on which they placed 
t)ieir reliance. 

; Under th^^e circumstances I drew, up a petition, 
and sent on to the legislature of Connecticut, in 
their May session, reijiieating a resolution to be pas- ^ 
8(sd^ granting me a protection to go ii^o that state, . 
for tbe purpose of obtaining a hearing and defence^ 
I was afterwards informed that my petition passed 
the house of assembly^ by t by singular artifice and 
mai^ement, it was negatived in the senate. Mr. 
St. John, who Md moved tq Hartford <but a. few 
4ays previous to the hearing of my petition, might 
doubtless give ample information on this subject^ 
wd no doubt realized tbe^ame fears which he had 
before expressed* if I were not ^' barred ^ut of the 
stat^." 

In the month of June, the following ai|9wer to 
t^e. communication of, Doctor Porter .and othei^s 
IK^xeceived. 

^^TotbeBev. DavidPorter, D. H. and Rev. Gil* 
. ^ ' ' bert fl. LivkigslMu ■ . t -. 

^.fiey. and dear brethren^ 
r I* <* By^Yote of. the' north aaiioeiation^f tfa« 
sty^liiiehficddf we tnminiH teycMi the doiags 



flteatioa. 
. « Mim MMidH oflAe ii«r1fr attiMiiftoiyof liillA». 

tf€iMiBMilnefttieiriifaA&4iif ttetr^m^dcMtbr'ta'ii^Mi' 

Gilbert R. Livkigetont respecting; tke sitiiatioii'«r 
Mr. Iknnei Pttrifer/ Ut iMathm td h»taee' ftk»^ 

<^]toii6l%«d tttst ire receive 'tBe i^r<bmia^ eoM^ 
alMi<Blithi0'»reHI{pre««live oTtHaibiyilliekljNdAti)^' 
aifift eiMlidtaee^ wMich^we^ dametrt^' HHiit^ nal^ 
pt^Tatl^aotqtig tHe iniiiistera ef Oiirtitj aM wiAlft^ 
we' iti0tl*cerdnilljr reefproeate; 

^'Si^oitred^ tlMtUlifetaMiNrMite'f^dvel^He^pifid^i 
ed Mr. Parker as excluded by any act eFtBMh^^Roiii' 
ddfendkig Mmaeir b#fdr^ tMetifu^tUatt' tfiiE^y'dWFi«it 
a(*the^«)me» iK^y atofad^oiy h^a caiffi^fiuMoife iMF 

at -an^^f' after pericMj to sfW catfle'*' tfahy* He^ifovc^. 
iifhf tUei^ prefceedtrr^ srlJonid'tic^'i'e^i'^flMi^tfndr^ift 
theynn now* reiadjr* to fi« a ttei^'flfaid^jflSfrJcf't* Be* 
IiW, c4to«td^h'^re«fK^rit.'« 

^* A' troe ci^y fiinl' ti^'miWit^bP4Me'aaMcM^ 

^j^^. ' ■- « 

iWtliirt^bcf^Mwtd tb'faafmeiriz^ift^tli^6f^elM#)^ 
of two of the Dsembere of that body, who t/erei^^ 
«fent w*feH the'aWiwer w^»ffctte«« fiif-4ayV^^ 
fe^>'«^ftaiiteif<aiid'^iet^Witti^ fl^'at^^Mrr^o^Doi;^ 
tor Porter's truly kind and broiheriy lett«f/^' •IWw*' 
cantfie^ leaitdonbT .bet 0ttlm^(kUttiorthe propriety 
ofiaepr^^M^ iAiid4iiJ[)yiOiie ofi^hcU iiMflek/^MfliSl' 
the answer was ad0|it0d/Tlz./^ tfaat it was evasive^ 
untrucy and uncAmftunt^^ Jkni^yril, t if nwv^soiiHi- 
dB^) tfaisnpitelMten ikh at vMiiiiitiilraiiiJHillield te 
ihgiatpriMtifiingltf €iWiM<it^.hBiirQt)irtriaaki* a " 



yffy^tiyiht^i^? But could that Imdjf deUbunai^ 
4pj nwWtitx^ of tBe gross etiortfiities which hflfl 
'bera^p^i^lrated by ffaeh* procieedingsv of which 
-Mttie of their ninttber hsd coufpleteltiiowledge, hb 
wiHittg to itreat* Ihose Her^ gefitlemen, to whoih 
^eiriuiiswer wen returned in so nnbccotaing a maih 
^r/ and *st?II caff tten/ 6r€flire9i» and profess cois 
HSmi/'ib ^'Tti^TOtdi^ thrir fedhigs and cof^- 
"-^ence? Bo th^ mean to insult Aeh tmderstand- 
nrgs,. when Ahey pvasivtlif declare^ fliey f^ttevkk 
^eoniidered Mr. mkr^er isusr ettlnded", by anr act of 
Hhfefrs^ froiii d^endtng hnnseff: before ifaem T' Whtt 
intrenchihetifs Ao thejhere find for a shelter froiti 
^es^rti&d oppVobttab ? 

* What can be the meaning of' the neit sentencei 
** that they did not, at the thne they ac?ted' wpoft 
'^is case, suppose that they precluded his liberty of 
ireheafin^ before them at atey afttrjpexioiy Sci.^ 
"when there' ii^ a(bu^darft' testhni^ny, tmitthey were 
^a< the 'tiirie r^tieirtefl to adjonrti even to mfect !h 
the 9ame place, Which h^A'thef dorfier only for otie 
we A, I cpnfd have obtained a protection and gireft 
^y aft^dance, butthey refused *(o comply with my 
reqoest. Haring refused mr reqitest, witfi the ^cf- 
l^m^khbwfedge that 1 could hstve^en my atten- 
*ttKie, wffl ihe^ stiH siqr> **Aey did nbt soppos^ 
Hfiey prefcl^iderf myilberty of appearing; befbre dieii 
at ^ny;/mfcrc period t ©oes this appeai^'tb be sim- 
*6\f** evasion f^\ Then to complete the climax, dp 
ijhey say that** they aretiow ready to fix a time and 
yiaceto hcfar htm, shotAd he requestlrf^' Had I 
«ot requtetfted it;; and4}een'reftrsed? And had ndt 
^thiets made the request for ihe, which request iiusj 
Hrere then attenititm^ to answer ? Thiiil is too muchi 
What cl^ would not cteatlyuilderstaudit ! What 
*¥h4Jiimostbe the sensatfoos of those Rev. dit^nei^ . 
*>f whom tifis answer was framed, on perhsivg it ! 

-Soon after tlie receipt of the foregbmg answer, i 
tohrersatfon tool: place between two hxnviduals^ Of 
%h6n^i^ mis aciDSeniiMRr oftlM^asiM&tSblit whettOM 
24 



jtaiawer was framed. Tbe inqutrj was maAei, w% 
tbe association did not answer the communicatipfi 
jof Doctor Porter apd others, when it waapce3eiile4 
before them at Salisbury, in March? This q|iestic|ia 
did noi receive anj direct answer* Tl^^ ix^qmy:, 
was then made, whj ithe association did n^t giye u 
answer^ when they met in Corninill the first w^t^ 
in May ?. It was replied, the subject was j|ot1hi^ 
introduced. It was thi^p inquired, why the aafocp%> 
.tion took up the subject at their semirannual meei' 
ipg in June ? ; The answer was, thut iniormaticfii was 
then obtained, that the petition which I had. sent ^ 
to the legislature of Connecticut the .prece^ff^ 
month, had passed the house of assembly, but wa)p 
9eg^;tived ia the senate ; of course it was thoi^t to 
he a very convmimt time to give an answer. > Ut 
was stated, that a committee waa appointed. to frame 
an answer... .Wheo^ the .report of. the i^f^miUi^ 
,iras read bei^re. the body, one of the members. cfr 
tered his protest against \U declaring it to be e^Hr 
sivCf uniruey and ^christian. Some of. the ief^ 
Jous partizans immediately attacked this.memlieff 
.'with engagednei^, and.he^ waa jcompeUM tp,4ea)i^ 
as the expression was used, ^Uo savjehia 4iBtaiice.. 
. These, active partisans were the ,njmfi .i^hp Jia^. 
tendered Ujemsetves conspij^uou^ on former oci^ 
^ipns ; and. two or three of them were appointed on 
the committee to report ap answer. Thus 4^elf 
audacity and threats, which long «s:perience must 
liave rendered familial*, as they had proved aufxe^a- 
]ful, enabled them lo qufU all opposition to tbcucf 
^pmplifihment of their disgrace jind infamy. 

It ought not to.be omitted, that a veiy officiQua 
minister, who w^s not a member of that bady^wa^ 
^present, who appeared to take qo small intefest ip 
the proceedj«i^s. He had been nominated ^v.Qipi^j 
of their committee, already miejptioned, bjat U^W4|% 
afterwards suggested by one of their membef s^.that 
it wa9 unsuitable to appoint any one' wlib wpa nbti^ 
BikOTj>^r jqf th§ir b9dy^ to ai;t iif t^^ x;.apwrtj «f § 



fiti 

dMnmittee, and he did not receivt t&e" a|^oin& 
itlent4 

SdicHnde was at this time manifestedy on thcf' 
ground that their proceedings were di^tlosed by 
^iome of their members, from time to time, other- 
Wise I conid not hare obtained the knowledge of ^ 
their doings; This appeared to be an alarming 
(consideration, and it seemed to be enjoined npon 
the members, by their visiting brother, that more ' 
cftitition must be exercised on this subject. 
*• Borne strictures were made in relation to the ex 
parte council which bad met in Greenville, whose- 
(Communication the/ then attempted to answer ; and ' 
atfew remarks were made relative to some of the 
members' who bad composed that council. The 
inoderator of that board had been called upon pre- 
viously to this, once or more^ by clerical authoritjr 
fhnh Connecticut, and questioned on the stibject of 
his cons^nting'to attend on such an occasion. The ' 
offieioijs 'clergyman, of ' whom mention has been 
inade, wiith bis wonted self-*importance, remarked^ 
***Bi wished he could see this'moderator } he was not* 
afraid to tct! him his mind, and he would talk plain> 
Ijrwith hiffli" Thus a scene was exhibited no less 
4iringular, than the broduption which was nourished 
a6d sent out into the worid. - 

• Not long after, Mr. Beecher, in conversation 
with a Very respcctaWle'layman, as I have received 
th^ information, expressed his gratification at the 
answer to the communication from Dr. Porter and 
Others, intimating that he thought it was ** cunning 
and proper," and that ** they had done well.** 

* -As thepireceditig answer was deferred, until the 
week before the meeting of the general association 
of Connecticut, and would not, in all probability^ 
reacb^ me until* the session of that body would be 
pasined, so that no agent could be sent to lay thf 
stibject before ' them, although that body had no 
c^ntroOirig power over district associations, yet a 
more bvouraUe time eciuldnot have been selected ' 
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to give their aoswer, for the piirpofte o£con^lfyg 
tlietr conduct, probablji from public notice, for au« 
otber.^rear. 

i^ Under Ijiese circumatances, ever/ avenue bpimg, 
carcfullv guarded to prevent me jfrom an opp ortur 
nitf of being heard in my defence ; aa tbe la«t re^ 
abrt, I sent on to tbe aoperbr court, at th^ir Att- 
est «e«9ion in Litchfield, to endeavonr to procurjpi 
a protection, which might secure my attendance bo^ 
fore the association, within their limiiai that In^igh^ 
obtain a bearing. This was pronounc^ tq be im- 
practicable* Thus, as if church and state w:^re 
combined to bar their doors agaiosf me, on no coix*- 
4jtJoni| cpuld I be privileged with ^n opportunity, of 
lundicating n^self against vUe.aspersipns and d^Sr 
qers. *' • 

^ At the meeting of the nortli^rn associated . pref[-. 
h;;ftery, in October last, I sent on to that hgiyim: 
syisffifer of the association to the. coaoimunicaj^^ 
which ^d been made, for their advice and f^--— * 
tion.^^ It was. considered t<> imply ^vhat hffd i 
ijeen declared by ooe of its ^^^nbeci^j y«t as . 
i^sociatipn had stated that '^ t^^ w«re na^F fo^ 
a time and place, ahoold I rf^fiire it,'^^ Waf(* 
ll^ongUt, advisable that I should make one more re^. 
quest of them to be heard» where I might 'atten4f 
that they should not be isble to avail themsdvt^s id^ 
t^rwards with the evmiQUf. that I had |u4 ^oad^^M 
r^q^iest, after their specious hire I^d )}f^ tm^^.^. 
^ Sho^ they again refuj^e my rfiquffit^ |. i^^^^ 
not any longer to be withh^ frojm apuolif^iSf^of. 
the faj&ts. AcccM^dingly I wrote onc/s JBWfi tff-^me 
last moderator of that body».reqiie8tip|.a|;^ari^* 
'!lphe fbllQwin^ is a cony of <dJ comimiinicJ>|f0|i.:. 

' . ;r PUj/ ^f fl%dso»; Oct Ui/i^isyi. . , [ 

^ ^<. Esvt »ia,T-fieii^ unformed yau were tha hutt 

ij^fliderator pf . thei^sociatioii of' lutch$e}4 1^9f ^»> 

Lrtake the lib<&rty to address, you,. as the jpr^^ 

cfgan of cQmmiuucatiqn to your ^v«.b6dy, .j^robaz^ 



Wjr Iv ^ ?Iwt time III tbw ,wa7, wid «b(f 4^ ikfif 
qnpleasapt subject, vhicb faa& i^eretofo^i pief^tfiA 
theme Qfrepeatjedcominuolcsitionfl. ? > 

"I preBuipei yUh 8ome^ ^itliie baa been reali^ed^^ 
9r j)^]iajp9 yer J iinperfect ideps have been ,eQt(sr«; 
^ined, of tbe reail 9tate of yitcfo which bav^ tn^n8< 
pired wjtbjq ;9 .few j^imts P^^st; wfailQ dpf|btliss»! 
vith ptherti^ U jmj b^ve been j^osiunedi that onie. 
who bad b^e^ n promvnced defLJ{f could neper rise. 
ipVmdi^Bfie h» injured righUy Qit bring the real 
^^4ef8iq jusiiet. A abort period will, I trusty, 
Wkmd health punpitftbg, clearly develope to ih^ 
public an fulbenti^ narraliTe of the Qatnra ojT tb^ 
aubject, witb tbp extraordipary measures with 
which it haJB Men. c^diicted from the beginning^ 
and accompanied wiib dociiments and affidavits in- 
eontrovertibf e,, | pre^nme^ui th^ public estimation^ 
to substantiate the factx. ; 

^^ And if justice cannot be obtained in this world,. 
} firpity belieT^e the Judgment day will redress oiir. 
wrongs, and. ctevly. exhibit the lights of truth*^ 
Tet I feel it to be proper to make this last effort,, 
tbat you cannot plead hereafter, that you were un- 
appr^ed of some few fads,, at least^ as ther will be 
found to exist, and ako of the certwity that they 
will be withheld but a few days ^ore from public 
inspection* ISot do I entertaiu the least doubt^ 
were a true picture of the facts faithfully delinea^ 
ted before you,, that you wauld be constraisted t^, 
declare^ that my forbearance ui|til this time ta- 
pubji^b to ; the world a faithful . narrative of past 
tra^sf^UonSyxiearly ei^inced a tenderness and kiadt. 
nessoif my part for yoe,faiF beyond what perhaps., 
you have exercised towards yourselves.. 

^< Your ^answer jio the communie&tipn of the Rev^ 
Boct. Porter and atbers,. has been received. .If it 
is thought to be sioguiar, and 'even extraordinary 
by any in this region, I presume it wiU be' acJsnow- 
ledg^d, , it was even so coD8id(^e^,.at the* time it 
vim dr^ffed by yovr c^ynn^ittee, ^and preaented bft«- 
24^ ' ^ * 
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tnfetbe body for approbjBttioiii IwoiddtrikwIeilK' 
er there was not a remansirance made bj even one 
of jour committee at that time ? and whether lie 
did not declare before the association, when the an- 
iwer was peseoted by your committee, whq had- 
been appomted to draft it, << that it i^as tvasivBf tm* 
truCf ana unchrisiian .^" And was not this membert 
at once opposed by two^ or three isf the oth^r mem* 
l^ers I *- The answer clo9eB in these> words 7 ' '< and 
tfiat they are now read^to fix a time and place tor 
hear himj should he Teaoa/jt it«^* Had I.not be« 
fbre made the request, amBiLt was refused? Ahd\ 
did net the communicatioti of Doctor Porter and 
others make the request? Perhaps the reply migUt 
Be as before, we will meet you in Connecticuti 
where we know you cannot come ; but we caanof:: 
go out of the state, because in .the language of 
ypiir late moderator, in a letter to me, he declares^ 
** your request cannot be complied with. The as« 
sociation at Cornwall considered it illegal for theor 
to meet to do business, as inn association, out of, 
their limits, and especially out of the state* ^' t 
ask,. IS a pnff greater than the whole ? Thk k ex^ 
pressly denied in mathematical problems. Then* 
n a part is not greater than the rvhole^ I would in* 
quire, whether your committee,, appointed by your 
misociation in June,' 1817, to come out into 6reenl^ 
bounty, in this state, to take the first and ^econiF 
^ep9, and in the said county^ fa draw a citation to^ 
tlummon my attendaace before your body in Gon^ 
necticut, which citation is datedj^ ^ (^enTille^. 
July letb, I8ir,** jind s^ned by them, "in the' 
liamej and acting in the * behalf of the asseeia- / 
tion," coul^ act legally ? On your own argument^^ 
fterefore, I would ask, whether I have e^er b^a: 
^Ile4 upon legally, by your body, and of coursei 
whether your proceeding can be pronounted fe^^ 

<< But a second consideration is, that your cotn^ 
xA\\o^^% pledges \o me, at Greenville, as I eleari|^ 



tin^rstoo^ Unn, bare ^^ieth entirelir Tiblated.* Nor 
In thin but a^part} in my opinion, as re^p^ctsMm* 
^ ^< 'Another consideration is, respecting the Hfmfi 
that was fixed upon for that trial, and a refusal toi^ 
afldyoum it, even to meet in ihe 9ome'pIaeetit,trfb«^ 
tiire time, that I mi^ have an opp^tunify tf de«^ 
fente. •• • > I : : t . 
' '<' fifrthermore, that the charge^ tthtbifed againft* 
i&e were vlthont foundation, as will 'ph>bably ap<^ 
pear by affidavits which I have on hand \ wM 9h& 
yotLT prinfcipal witnesses; as I am' informed, bpp^atf^ 
to have been gntlty of thehetnoos crfme at perjH^^ 
ry at the time, if myaffidbvits, and* other writings 
are diowed to speak for themselves. ■ Indeed, I 
have entered a complaint twice against one of theny 
in OonnectiGut, bnt do neft kam that It* has b^en 
regarded. . ' . »! 

.; **Tour trial wafs wholly er paWe, as will «ipf>«)Br^ 
by substantial testimony on hand. - I have the 
Mime authority, F trust, to prove that yon ttUn^ 
quished those whom you called my #ftnes8e#, in^ 
tne begiwaing of the trial, with the exception of/ 
perhaps, deacon Wood trard,. who was called uponr 
to cftrntnofe me ^ arid that yon piiblicty dechmdy! 
ytru did not wish to' caH upon any Witnesses^ but 
tftrose who Would testtfy dgainM me, or to that pur* 
port, • Also, that those members were particularly' 
AtHve at the trial, with whom I had, long before, 
commenced a deal for 'unchristian conchict, and* 
stgainst several of whom, Ibad filed eomptaints, anA- 
serVed them with copies tot i^\ on the }ltb of Jo^ 
ly, 1ft] 5, at which' time the constitution of th^ asso^ 
^tion was by them altered by a verbal motion^' 
which deprived me Of the opportunity Of -discbar-- 
^ng my duty, and of <Aitaining an investigation of 
tlieir respective cas^s* Mdreover^ the treatment 
of the Rev. Mr. Hotchkin, at Cornwall, as appear*^ 
by his testimony, and affidavits from others, waB> 
at least novel, if not unprecedented in ckmtian triV 
imhala. - ^ 



tau «pd> I caofess, auch as I qp not recptteci Iq^ 
lu^, leepy in totm^ qb fQj ot&er occf atpa* Vrom.' 
tbf P^J.<>^ due doings traasaiiUed to me bjjQujpv 
Blgp«t^4ktte4teii AS a Vuf» copy, I aoi teft ^gp^raiq^ 
W^t^r it U myaelf^ or th« aasociftion tbat h % 
fiuilt ; nor da I find for what I am censuredVexce]^ 
ffiT tbe q#p of injr minuit^rial ere dentiala^ Tlj^s^is 
aA^bject on wUch. I had not received the leas^ in*, 
tyir^tyr)^, until I diacavered it with.the c^naiiM acr: 
^pnwwyink^^ informatioo^ Mtor do IMuever. 
Iu4 the €;re^entiala beea before your bodyi.at th^ 
^Ifmt ^t^ ^e <^eiiaiJure.]FOuld luve been hamrded.. 
These an) but it lew consideratioos' out of nmy^ 
^t I night suggest* 

(. << I ipriU freely st^ alsoi.that I bare documeftr 
and affidavits, in relation to those against wl|om i 
liidcovi9Pi9C|i^cd invesUgatioivi, which will suttablj 
i^oqipaq^ the coof plaipts^. and leave an impaf tQo 
puUii} to ju^e who has been in fault* Shoiud.the. 
I^cts transpire, so as to induce the impression,, thai 
^i^ ^fise is luialogoua t9 that of the " guiityjudge,'^' 
I^ presfoie i^ will be readily conceded, t^at t have 
^em eojqp^ed tp dustdevelopemeuti as no other 
aosai.ble method pould bf devised to redress my m^ 
jured rigUs^ I am fully persuaded thp portrait 
wrill appe^ very um>leas^nt to some iadividualif. 
t^uld it es^iid no further y %^A most sincerely re» 
igpret, ,that I mn driven to . this alternative. But. 
Jl^oqsejeoiiously feel it tabe my bonnden duty^, 
aBi4 pledge myself thft I shall soon com9ut thie 
work, which wiU shortly, bq jcompleted, to tlie pf ess, ^ 
unless (here. is a .speedy, coqnteri^and, in order Ifv 
l^ve me a candid aiad io^partial hearfi^, 

' ^' I beg y4>.u, Bev. Sir, to> n^st assyredi that iW 
ab^il^ aMg^stions.are by no means d^sigped Jby 
we you with threats, for the purpose of gaining 9k 
liiaripgiiin.f4)c^da|ic^ witjb the repealled jregues^, 
iprjiiG^ JpiJYjs ^a^eady been made. These are by n^ 
mjsans mj ownieelings^ if I know them. 1^ d^j^f- 



sjgprifii fTankly- to j^e you my own inqprteriopiiff 
9SkA deliberate' deternaiqatbn. I fee;! that the inr 
tere'sts of religion and public good, deman^j;hem. > 

. " The proposal I haye Id siake is this: Will 
tjfkfi nortj^; asBociation of Litchfield couhty^ asseitK 
bie.at Npctheast/in the county of Dutchess,' aoA 
the stale , of New-York, at,, or near the Qpencef 
fJace^/Bp palled, on Tuesday, the. 17th day ofNov^i 
nexl^ at ope, or tiro o'clock, afteraoop, and give % 
hearing, on the merits of the iiiquiriei^, or oharge% 
as exhibited by youi: committee against, me, at 
GreenyiHe, on the lathof July, 1817 ? If so, wilf 
you. Rev. Sir, ha^re the goodness fo return me ad; 
aiM^w^r by thie .first/ of Nov. next? Or, should you 
accede to* the: request of giving <nie'a hearang, at; 
t.he place abov^ specified, and thci time which h 
^re named be inconvenient, yo|i will do me the fas* 
¥our to give me an answer hj tHe isaid first of Nov» 
Should I hear nothing from this request,.! desigp^ 
ti>. commence the printing, the; begisniiig of thfif 
^ext month. I am, Bev. Sir, yours^ &x. 
u ii I " PANJBIi PARKEIl. . 

^. f ^fiv^ Ax^XAVDBE'6ix.L$T, Modointor u 
'^ of the last association of I^tch^l^ 
^ *^ North, to b^ communicated." 

That the above. c9mn9pnic;ation< miglpt be duIy^ 
received, 1 employed a man to. go purposely ^n^ 
dj^Iiver it '^ the Rev. Air. Gillqt. Not the leaet a|r 
tention,. honifever^ lias b^^ paid to my reqiiest*^ 
"J^hf associalion was not eyei^ notific^d to asdeinM^i 
^or was the trouble taken to return me any aasw^^, 
B^Dce, ^Mty. lAipeDed m^ :to.€^mPP«c«.th^ pn^ 
cation. ' ,. 

;^ TMmji a cursorj^ |urv^y;lHi0 been takfoiof ja/com- 
b^tim 90d ItH ditlBf^l, ^qts,;uiipreood<»nted ipK 
^^, anpala of prottest^nt countries* - Seel|td64 ^^ 
l^faay^ been .froo '^le scene of action^ for ne«fy* 
^^e years p^at,. it m somewhat shigukr that | 
^ould have h<^n enahWd to proicpcft dooomrat^^ 
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lAkh go to develope, so extennivelj, their nefam'^ 
duiB attempts tb ac^complish a premeditated '* pv<K^ 
flcription. 

Cfould a full survey be taken of all tlie hidden 
wiles which have been adopted by individtial; attd' 
Combined exertions^ and aftfoUjr managed' to ^dn- 
toare the virtuous and unsuspecting, in ordier to 4lb^ 
eure their joint cooperation, uid sanctionv in the 
completion of the object of their desires^ &5W^ 
would this series of iniquity^ if possible, be stiff 
greatly enhanced « . * 

' I wish to be disfindly utiderstood. I am far*: 
from suppbsittg, that all the members of th^ tiortfel 
lissociation of Litchfield ctnint^^ #ere actively com*' 
bihed^ or underiftandingly engaged in. th^ iniqoi^ 
tous pursuits which bad been devised and ptirsued.- 
The truly tirtuonsi who have acted at all, have no 
doubt been influenced by the artful designs of th^ 
guilty, without ^tc^rtldE^nrg the least stispicbns that 
the JlcAatis were in their own camp^ and the iic«^ 
live instruments in each successive * procedorei' 
Nor would I, by any means indulge the Idea, that 
because Achans may be numerous in one 'camp, 
A must necessarily follow, that every camp is equal- 
ly infested with them. But wherever 'they are, it 
is a duty which we are solemnly bound to dis«> 
charge^ to hunt them out and expost then* iniquity* 
In thefeiccoiJfipHshmeilt of this important duty, anJl 
ai a fm^her delineation of facts m the 'HhislfB^oii' 
of the" proscription,*' I deem it proper toeilter 
lipon this painful task, 'and exhibit some cf the evi^. 
den(5es which influenced ine to enter on a course 
of discipline with some of the mei|d>era of the fMi*- 
aociation. 

>!t will be remtsmbered ihtit I had coitifldefieett a 
kbour With Mst. PfiRRv, on the Utieged ofiihM»,' 
of his having been guilty of i^revartcattoM atfd 
fMeek&ods $ but had not filed a eomphdnt for hisr 
trial, a the time to which others had been eiled, to 
Ihe important witnessea to. prove the {iBLCl8» w«re 



i^olHie statent IlKt Itiae, and tWir atiendabcrtf 
fould, not thea b^ fnoour^t : Tke Cftute of g?lfN* 
an^e then alleged, will be found inaertfedfroflfi Itio^ 
letfv tD*tbef Sadpiigif :]||e)uaiTC. In con6rmation of 
ilij state»ient» I shall aobjoid '«;f«ir pMifiecttts^ 

In the utumn of 1817, 1 sent b^ Thomas Smithy 
J^Kq^ a '.reppect|iUe:mePohant in the Ticinity of 
Gin^enyiUe, inbo 'wm gowg on to New-Yor):» lb 
caU on Judspq Caafield and William A. Tayloiv 
JBmqpiirefs, Ja# of BbjsroQt: ai^fl procure ttbeir affida- 
vits rfiiitiye :to t^ii^ falsp^iapds pf Mr. ferry, i^t- 
rfn^^ Ibe school. Qa bp pret^rq h^ infprive^ m^ 
bad . communicated my r^ne^t i0 thAtn^ and 
ihej declared, that Mr. Perrj had been guilty ^ 
fidsebooda apd prevarications, precisely as I had 
stated the particulars to him ; bMt tbsit they decli- 
ned making affidavits, as I bad not« at Ibe time q{ 
Mr. Ferity's inatitnting his ficbool,; rescued M]% 
Taylor from the snares, into which Mr. Perry had 
^vMBslly dra«7B hinr, which it 'was then in my -power 
lo have done. The following certi&^^te ||iast>een 
re<»etved ^tm Mr. Smithy 

w I faensby certify,^ that m the fidl of 1817, Jfud- 
SopPanficjd and William A. Taylor, Esquires, of 
New-York, in a conversation; stated to m^ that th^ 
Bev. David h. Perry, of Sharon, bad been guilty of 
faiaefaoods andpr<avarications with the Rev. Daniel 
Piffker relative to a school ; and had the said Paniel 
dealt with the said Perry as be might to have done^ 
Jifr. Petry Wjould^. or ought. to have been silenced* 
"TflLOMAS SMITH. 

<^I!iroveii|berMi, 1818." 

The certificate of Stoddard Smith, Esq. (d[ 
QfemmUe^ is of sim^r imports 

*^ I, the subseriber, do certify, that Judson Canr 
field, Eaq. in the month of January last past, stated 
tpme^thaitho Eev* David. L«. Ferry» of Sharoni 



with the 9j^r^ Dniiel ]*ia1i«iri*«litl^(i^ ii^'lieliiwi^ 
«M vtfa*r tUttoi.' ^- •'- - ' '^ • '' *^' '• ' * «'- ^ '■ "^ 

^'' ; • • '.-. i' •. .' w i . V ; i !': .$ *.n .n '*♦ 

'*' In A« tnmft^ OlKt<A>6f' lait f WMt ;t<r^ IIM& 
ToA, acc(«li]>allAed by lifi^ VnfH&ti. ©tl^V aWi 
gtidttttle of Wiiltam^s cMtege^ aifd itii - aiMistl!^ 
letebef hi the HiiasoR • a^ftdet^. * We eUi^HNA 
4liti.<Ttt9'ler/'(Mri'G^lifiteta Wa^ iilMeiir oii'ii iddj^ 
Myi) tirt»4li>fl^ ^1 reafd llre'iAl^temetlt wM^¥%^ 
|el»feB retath^ete' Bff< Perry, ^orifvSiMr (frditt' fl^ 
TOfh ^ the'82rf{iageaer this puMciatiM. "Mr • 1%rf- 
ler dechrad that it^rtti a true descfipti<^ of fitefii 
sBid fhiLt Mr. t^f rj ouzfat long since to have beeli 
J^itttehedferlikfelsrfiiod*. '^r 

4*be/dlknlriifgis ftecertatafeilf Mi-.15bte.\ • • ^ 

' ^« These irrttyx^rtfffi t!i«fr f «ibttf # Mh WJWaf 
at. ^aylof deettrt* to" Tllh PfeflterV inr tKHbftfrl^iaHJ 
that the Btatement which^9ff.'Fiit4c^<tetffe^a^ftS 
him respecting the Rev- David ^Ii. Ferry, of .Sba- 
rOB, which i^ cotiMne4 tmafhe l«fh fd-flW 924 
■pages idciwiiv^^ <tf Ks •phWHe^rtdA, 'etff irte'dt-*^ ^¥ifi 

Mr. Pflffhertoigtift*ave latMedmiuiy^ffce^^ 
yfterisetrfiMiebeods dfMn Perry, Off ¥fe ttfftJ 
j^ of ' th^ *rihOc4, #*icfi he h;ld Mi^M ^ hi h)k 
•IWement^ Mr; Taylor added j «liwt%e treff kfteW 
thai Bit. P^fry**was guilty tf niai^ftt^6dd^^ 
relation to the seboois^' 

« Hudson. Nov. T, 1818.*' 

The cojwpLAiMT agtfnsti1ll¥v-flAiev^¥^i*flPlSi 
noticed, by reverting to the 65th page. ,The 
igt-ound of eharge, iogeft^r wIfCtfie siflgtitar exe^- 
ll»ns of Mr. Efarvey, and an accowp^faVlng %Ut^ 
stieiit^WillU if^eI^fI1>to tire 4!2d*fo~^^ ^a^l 



Jft««rfll^fob«iBe^bnintl»lhftt*Mf. Burefj inliifr 
mk^wumn lo dMaine Mr» Bandotpk StMe,- befam 
Ike ^c«i8oeiation,' in Sep^mber, 1 8]3/a8' I v^eiriv^ 
tteimi^eMioii* fromi tte Rev. Mr. LymaOy iimie- 
diataly- (Hi<kM t%tii^n faome, immiiated' that .*^Mr« 
Stone waslanjieldfaig to the jfacultj of college, was 
exfiiii.vaf^tttiin^hk'eiiipeiises/and lived in high fath-^ 
JMHis^" The ceftifieate of Ihefacultj of Yale col» 
1^«, iBser<ted in the^44th page, will be. found « to 
Gonlradict Mr.' Harvej^a • atatcfmenty although he 
nadeithexieoiafation»'that.he ** had receivedhis in- 
'fermataoii<.froBi one of theriaae facultj the ju'ece^^ 
diiig--teini.'f :'.•.., ^ '..- . 
! 1 It. subjoin a^few documents which may exhibit 
fimrtfaer proofs on this subject. 

: . « . 'i 
^^l^^EdwardGaylord^ of Norfolk, in the county 
of Litchfield, of lawfiil^agey certify; that aoccording 
to the beat of my recollection, on or about Septem- 
ber, 1813; at the 'meeting in Torringford, I receiv- 
eid tfaejdea that Rando^k Stone made needless ezir 
1^086 9 tbai he expended more Aanwas necessarjr 
in getting an echwiatii^ ; that he followed the high<> 
eft fasfalonSjt. and v^u%t tarty hbk^ciaakie^ as well a« 
others; andin consequence of the above statement 
madeiby.Mr* Joi^phfHarvey,.b£ Goshen, I was^ui^ 
.fiQeneed ib my vote to grant ho further supply to 
Mr. Stme, from, the funds of the charitable so-^ 
ciety. . i ,. V i. . 

v;, ' "EDWARD GAYLOBD. ; 

. 'f Norfolk, Oct. iai8.'' - 

: fM, Abel iiinadele, of Torrington, in Litchfield 
ceonty, of lawful age, depose and say^ that .at the 
nseefing of the LitehfidU north ccmsociatibn^ ot 
charkable society, held at Tocringford, on or about 
tfae7,29th of September, 1813, the Rev. Joseph 
Har.Vey, of Goshen, did say aiid represent various. 
]db|Eigs inre«Beetto Mr. Rmdolph Stoli^-, tfaeo^ 
nienibe^ qf j xale '~ college^ c (nd w«o :liad lieeeki 4te\ 
25 



<«liv«i.«i4«r tk^fi Ummm "*(• A^MiA 



-twdMft.Mii. ciMMtMid flmit/aoiD' A* rnnn)jinpi 



4m>M to th» xep«t|4ian «C A* mU llr» 

chMMA h itjde i »ad in MMt^noMQ «f ^ Mr. 
«ffgF'«.itate»cfil;l iw4iiPMedi MMfinreHoiUe < ^ 
ion of Mr. fltiiM. AiiMtei «ai jiMii^ ineqiwo^ 

«o Ivi^!luiii4fiid dciUtity ;ttd i» MMtMiiimcft.4C 
srbidii Mr. Stone was cot off bom furipor Ofjiiiiti 
0M6«^ Ifar* HMnwir Jibootii* otatoi, Umt^ {A.^rouK 
ke iBJnrumt to the imlitirtmii to bofliow. iditiriiMr 
aey on onworthjr Qbiects who were laviah of it. 

. To^piDWilIio / d bUy of Mf . HiiMjv?i^i 
,HkU Mr. Stewi jpd hmi^^ < 
odhin. He faadiHiib»4«iiMWigtfaiiljfaniWMC^ 



C$a.9kaanm,ikU Mr. Stewi jpd 1»»^ cnll a pt 
am jrcar, vhon JIr» Haimj!^ tJMi^^Jk^ i 



^jrflB/boqk of each, mnv vinA 4i0..dala; aiid4a» 
fifnyed the whole of bbtfipenaaSiat the doieeCilp 

iiomy one who k deairousof aeeing them. • Th* 
whok aoMiimt of eo^pana^t 4oring die year, S^r 
obthfaig, board, toition, benfa^ contiiisBiieiofi, ^d^ 
^xpenaea of ererjr desoription, iocluduig ma 
f4^ai0^ o£ tittiijr dMkrs iti^ JMsk tidtioii^.did a^t 
attoafttioonehiaidredtaiidiaighljdoUa^ Xfomv 
didluk fawtter bill ia cclii«» an^ 
^ ^(sarter. indeed, be haa aainmd jno;4ialillift 
iMIpole amonni qf hia luittery billa^frhile hau ooHaso^ 
would not exeeed imo dcUarf. beespecit lo bin 
^blUog, the whele* bttsden pt bis expenso b^ 
^obrad mmi^im aaeipe tieiiait«o joatov (>• 



few 

isept charities, which I ikall hertefter nodce, Hbu 
Stone miifbrinlj couBulted me in the purchase ik 
ittiolei for hit clcylbiig ; and tery commonlj I 
imde the aeiection of the various articJea myself. 
Wore econonif andprtidence, if at niuch» I nevep 
^covered in ai^ ywmg gentleman^ #bich his billt 
mmt clearly testify. 

' As a further confirmation of the frngalify of Mr.^ 
#loneyand the estimation in which he was held by 
Hie' members of the benevolent society in college^ 
#bo vert of coarse ae^oaivted with bis application 
p{ money^ I shall b^co insert a document, transmit 
%ei by the committee of that society, for the put- 
^ose of repelling the £mi1 sland^ of Mr. Karvey. 

*^ We^ the ondersigned,. ntembera of 'the com-- 
mittee ofappropriationof the'Taie college benevo^ 
lent society,' having examined the records of said 
Mdefy^ db hereby certify, that it appears from the 
fotords,' that since the establishment of the socie- 
ly, tiieh^-has< been no distrilMioii of monies, in^ 
wbieb' BandoM^tone, now a member of the sen- 
ior efaun in Y Ida CeilM^hanl Mt shared. We 
/bave even ranked Mr. motm mmong the most wor- 
'fty objects of charity in College; and we have 
made appropriaiiona to bias^ tar no other foasoof:: 
timn hecanse we thoogbt bfan needy and desermg: 

^ We fiirtber eerti^ that, eft oea^iaring the snaM 
ISbeii te Mr. flktMOy wilb tbeae ^enc to^ethmMt • 
appeanh^al he bai veceived^ (in Me,) aM>fe me^ 
My lirom tie sod«ty than any other iftdhridnal^ esi- 
iM|Mr oee^wbe hikioged to. the cfaisa above lau»4 
• .^ As? a proof of tUa^ we bicloseN a Kilt of tbd 
Ittfosl a py sa p t i alia M srf tise Bemmdent fieoitly^ 
1iilbtbe>iiiltoorr 
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** This money we consider as baring been fru- 

?Uy and judicjoaslj expended by Mr. Stone. 
he members of the Benevolent Society believe 
there can be little doubt^ but he wiH have a large 
appropriation when they sit liext. He has also had 
the privitege of occasionally drawing books ffoitt 
cm* library for his use while in college. 

"EDWARD CLARKE, -* 
"JOHN M.CLAYTON. 
« JOHN D. ECCLES, 
" Members; of the commltt^ of api 
*' proprialionof tJi** -BebevwetftS^ 
- . « ciety q^ 3Me- College. 

« Nerv'Havmj July 61ft, 1815.^' . . ^ 

. The eomplatnts against Messrs. Stoke lind 
St ARB» inserted from page 68t6-71, are fi»r the 
fboi crime, of slander. The atticle of change 
. ag^mt Mr^ Stone, he has'acknowledged^ but ftrsti' 
&^8 h»' procedare; , The- evidence 'in pi^d«jf, r^^ 
peetlttg^r. Starr, i« BuflSicientty fumish'eA^ by the 
fetter. of Mr. 'TaUmadge, inserted. in the 56th page: 
' It is left : with :the reader to decide; wMether 
there waes josttatf^e of'gi^ievmnce inthttk^rj'istMi 
against whom I had cooimencedia^labom; 'Md 
whether policy did not require a speedy alteration 
of the constitution, aa the only posilifole m^thcitf of 
.escape. Under these circumstances, i9 it a matl^ 
of wonder, that charges should have been ffUm^tt 



aiw« b«r« alreadj aoticed? Tiiat fnoh diation 
nwlMd mloiMw alMMiU be selected to ttstify? 
Thi4 the. remurkabk dbeoverjr thouM be nuMe^ 
Ant tbejr could ml as e bodj ect out of their lin^ 
iibkt Tlmt tticJi riagiikr neefiimi Bhoidd bo pmwiH 
ed at the trial, to accomplish the summit or thei^ 
wisbei^? the foawrbable fS»eil}(F of Mr. Boachi in 
oomn m n i cattng atateaMHto of faeta^ both at Ihhm 
and abroad ? And the: novel method of recifiro^a^ 
Hog friendly feeUng^^T Or even the singular apec- 
tiele of one, bam without, oMlaiming* ^* they na?o 
done well?" 

To me it is evident*, thmt the real fact$ aod pr^ 
C$$ding9 *' beggar dwcnptwn" 

It ought not, perhaps, to escape obsctrvation, that 
the. eiertiona of the virulent nrsi commenced bj; 
te&mg me with " being plunged into, the cares ot 
the world." Those who first urged this plea have 
cnnCributed libendly to^ the accomplishment of it* 
One of them shortly after greatly increased the 
bnrden^ when, by his successful slanders of Mr* 
R. Stone, it caused the expense of his ediication 
chiefly to devolve upon me. But their united 
efforts have greatly added to the stock. The first 
persecution involved me in. an expenae of more 
than 150 dollars* The biat has produced a sacri- 
fice o£ about 1300 doUara. This is truly to be 
*^ plunged into the <^ires of the worlds" Will thej 
claim that it is any seeking of my own? Or will 
theymalte a merit of theit plea? ^ 

But the virulent, by tbeir slanders^ it wouUt 
seem, ^^ have out sinned ali reckoning." Their 
activity in this respect, does not appev to have 
abated* Like heavy peals of distant tjbLunder, the^ 
Ml echo ffoara. Since they have been apprised 
that t was about to. publish their proceedings, Jn--- 
sianalioos have been industriously propagated bjc 
them, that I was extremely virulent towards thenift, 

fod that it argued thfi.want of a ^iatiai^ t^mpeKpr 

25i% 



Bat ctttt-it be cidett vinrieiice lo deA»ctitte MMitr 
or'the assMflin, although he nay' be ^d in a coBie-^ 
ly dress ? Will it be denoisiiMed viralence to de- 
fect guilt under whatever forms ? If bo, what a||ifieK 
lation must be given to the dfligewt riiagtatratey iba 
energetic judge, and the 'faithful embamdor of Ia» 
nianHel? t .. i . : -i 

Their very plea discovers its origin aitd d^^n; 
And yet, this very insinuation I bave traced to Ike 
threshold d this combination. • 
- As if this would not excite Mtficient Odinm, iit 
the public mind, to prevent the reading or circula- 
tion of the publication, which might develope their 
ifliquity, these active partisans have, of late, been 
laboriously engaged, in circulating fresh' sianders^ 
designed to affect my morfetl character* I have re» 
eeived information from a credible source; thaMhta 
last aspersion has been traced back, and found to 
center in these foul calumniators* 

The delineation of the ^ proacription" wiH bo 
elosed, with a few considerations addressed #o -thtf 
ttembers of the assoctatioii, who convened^at Oona^ 
WidI, on the second Tuesday of August, 1817. 

Rbv. Sirs. — We 'have been attending to tb<F 
developement of a subject awfully ahiming in its 
nature, and immensely raterestiag in its consequen- 
ces. Its* effects will not be limited to the narrow 
bounds of time, but wiHextend into an awful and 
boundless eternity. It has been with painfiiJ emo- 
tions and heartfek regret, that the nnwelcome tasfe 
has devolved on me, in the discharge of an act of 
duty, which imperious necessity seemed to reqnire. 
Yet the cause of God, of truth, and of -suiGNrii^ 
hnmanity, appeared to me loudly to ctemand it. 
Bad no other interest been involved but my owm, 
and were there no direful effects resulting to olh^ 
ers, in time and eternity, I would have. Med in si* 
lence under the cruel wounds which have been4n^ 
.Aicted, and have endured the suffi^ng, ind 
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totes which liave bMBimimied umn me iviidioa^ 
H^ug^e.' But» to 'have tfaiis calmly 0ubmitteil»\ ui^ 
denexiiiiDe/.GirouiiiataDcea, it^oul4» io -ixly vi^iv; 
haye beien a rofuaal/t to rest in Heaviiit^s d^teruiiBai 
tien/^. andito kiYolve myaelf in awfui g.i|il^,'bj9H:qi^ 
ceidiiig^ the known guilt of thoae, i«h}cb I '.wjus bo«$ 
lemnly boynd to diaclpae* Will it b^ wgofl^tl^l^ 
tbe tnteresta' of r^Ugioa iv^UI : £|uffer by-aufii,^ 
dkcloanre ? Itwill be. fem^mbeced that there i^^ 
CAoloiutiion between holiness and 8in» and, tjJH^ 
cdmauisidn of iniquity under the a88ua)e.d,garb of 
purity .Is not. religion. Qod can take cane of bi» 
eborichy withmt Uie aid of the openly vicious, ta 
preeerv« it froaa ham.. 

. Whai desk .can be h^wied and blesfitedi .b7 the 
grossly impure^ aa a co-Worber n^ith infinite; purity t 
What ehurch and people could e^p^^t thf sniilea 
ef heaven under such an administfatibn ? . Wheff 
could there be earthly confidence and sereiiity ? 
ILose .may.be.proscribedf with i/npupity, me«elf 
to screen .guilt, or satiate, envy^.n^uat UQt otbeH 
share & aimiiar fate» whofisudangertbe.vieweiiof the 
guilty, or. impede the. ambiiioa ^ the aspiring ?- 
Would u»i iniquity thus f' groar with their grc^wtb^ 
aad strengthjen n^itb Hkw strength?" : 

- With; these ^misidei{atio«s, l could not ha«itale» 
respecting the path of daty. . In the* preceding cU-* 
velopemejSt, it has beep, my sin/^erf aim. to exhi^t 
a plain narrative of the real state of f^.ct8y so far as 
I havei been, enabled, to coUect . inf^npation. If 
there is Hie least suKgestipn.i^ibich.deyia^a from 
the truthfLO^ whiich I nave u<ft the least Vwwledgef 
• Off;eonseieuanesst. I aineereiy regret it, ajad most 
heartily retract it. , 

. In review of this subject t^ I request you to jpauae^ 
and solemnly to reflect upon what you have, dpne^ 
Gan you justify your proceedings,, when you shall 
be cajiied to appear before, the. bar of infinite; pui'itj, 
<Swhedre ei^eqy^wiork will be brought ifitajudgWQpAi 
jfith every. se?:<eV' a? ^ell aB> public, ttfiisaction J 



m bee befi>re ft nghlMUs md kaptiAiBt jw^^ 
Territotiftl boiaidaries erniot there exclvda mnr «b 
teiMiaiiee. There no dii^see caa acnecii die fgaii 
tf. Tliere M intrigue^ ataodmry &l8eho«d^ perjiny,^ 
iii|aaHee, or oppreaaiea can elode detect ifm. Bat* 
Imud, avivl hour } Permil me to ask yoii» itiio ham 
keenoficious^ ud aetiTeljr engaged in eadipetae^. 



^tttion, whether jroti can reflect iqpon jcm ceiidiic4 
Irithoat: the moat dftrmiag apprehenaieiig ? The bi^ 

Eage of inapbation ia^ << inioao jarivify ahndnrotlii 
f ne^bor^ him will I cot o£^ And haye yon 
tety waring M other conaiderationaft Tiolaled the^ 
golden nde, ** do to othera aa yoo wonld that othem 
ahoidd do vnio )roii V* WooM you have been wUtugg 
16 1>e calomniated atid traduced, when mconaciooft 
of haTiog gmii any jwit cauae for reproach ?. 
Wo«M yon hare been wiHing to be wraignedi m 
the manner and form which yon haTO adqptod.«nd. 
paraned witb bm, with aH the a^^aratiim ciic«m«» 
ataicea attending, when yon were ignorant of haiui^ 
l^enf the aUghtoat oocaafam foreillMr cenaore or »•»• , 
paoof, «nd whew ywv aoi^ for ha privilege bnft 
that o^being htard m your own irjndicalion? Would 
you be willing fo^ l>e censured and TiKfied 'for ma. 
otter reason, than to s hie l d your aclire pemecu-^ 
tors flpom the deteotfen atklpuniahnient^of theirowai 
erimes? Had yon attacked me mi the hich way, liht 
a band of robbers, and deatroyed oriy iife, I ahonM" 
hav^ deemed the act of mondtorpitudefiwleaaogi^ 
grarated, than in the present case. My r^/ns^ 
tion, and that of my famihr mid friends, wwolstnot 
h«T^ been wantonly tmnrianedv And coold the»aet • 
of the perpetrators have been concealed, thetmiida* 
try would not faaTo been thna foully diahoooured. 
Who wfll be anawerftble dnr theaoeviis, and the con* 
sequences which will flow from their commiesioni^ 
Have not theprobable fiJseboods and fdandera of 
two of your number primarily given rise'tetho 
whole of this traia of evHs ? jAjiA had not an al>- 
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tbhtt^n df tfie^eotfttitdtion been 'singularly effected,' 
4roi]!<)' ne^'the subjects long tridce hiave been invesii^ 
gated; the sources of ofibnce; in air probability, have 
beeii'discoVek*ed, and tfae aj^ents bave received fbetr 
merited pakiishment T Have tbetf my eSbrts to detect 
flie giiifiy been the 8oiirce of persecution ? TM 
^blY96litig language of the dfvine Savibur is, " Bfess- 
iid'art they which are persecuted for righteousness^ 
(^ke, for tfaeii^» is* the kingdom 'of heaven.^ 

• Will your Rev. body longer permit guilt to re- 
ihain undetected, or sulfur the Wounds of sin "to 
he slightly healed 1" Shall the system be still pur- 
wied wtth Jmptinity by the active psrrtisand, of per- 
secuting iifdividuiiJs who wHl not cordially unite 
with them to destroy those who endanger their 
guilt, or impede the accomplishment of their nefa-* 
rions ^^srgns ? Will threatening iifeiiftiations be 
agatn tendered to Mr. Cowle«, because he has used 
the candour fa eonfii^m any xsflh^'^atdtsVfl^tattve to 
tile laborious efforts whi<$h wet^ adopted to psroeure 
21' unaiiiuio^s - ve^^ of ceiisure ?'^8h<md this -be at^^ 
«B«iptei^ dther openly or thnid«iitindy, will nottfae 
il^oftd iBfiow thathe is f0llowed^itfa''peneciilloii,H>n 
tbe^groita^ tliat la» haa^^MMiae^Bie an. enemy because 
he haatold the. troth ?'*-^ ^ 

- ncff y^o take » survey ^^y^Mirehwrohes^ especial- 
ly Ufaose ilnder the >eare 0f the -anstive-abellOFs^ 
fiance the commenceraent ^'iim fitut per^ecnHeDj 
How have diey Aoutished^^^'Isiiiot ainelKMboIy pic- 
«t^e pvesdrtedtf Asd fai it i*eaBbnabte ti»M»icpect it 
f»M betofherwise,.untU ««tfa6 oldleavebls ^^urged?^^ 
^vs^re oat these s^rioaa: audioiportaftt coasidera- 
tioDS ? And are you not deeply intere^ed in a dio* 
rengh retrospect aiid careful examination of them ? 
We ac« assured of the awful apnsequences of" those 
who know their Lord's will, and do it not.'' God;: 
the holy angela, and glorified spirits, have been 
qpectatora of all the transactions which have been 
putsuedw 



9m 

^aormities wbicb bav^e bc^v perpetrated thttt i 
iave used plaiaMss of speech hi tke prece«UBp 
lAeiFelopemeBl, or in addreMmg (o jw (bete cwm*- 
deratieiMi? It will aeftoredljr be gBUiled^ tbat dm 
■dbfeet aod fbe oecaAien ckertf demuid ii TrattH 
iictkNiB of so extraordinarj end impreeMeBted trw 
tare, necesserilj pedHce ilreiig eeietieM^ wbieh 
f ow out hi expiesfraM ef fercibk aod riebile^gpices.^ 
Seripterai decUrmtkme a^e eondbed m tbe MBse 
pbttnaeBS. «' Woe unto tte wkked^ k^ aknll be tt 
witbbni»fcir tbe reward ef bis bandaahall be ffirea 
bifli.^' <' Woe vato tbe pastors Ibal deetregr and 
scatter tbe sbeep of aaj past«re»8eitktiie Lerd..'^^ 

And new^Rev. Sins baving endbavouied to d»- 
cbaree a punfal dntj, pernit no te^ assave jtm^ 
tbat I entertaia ne fears ot tbe aoccesa ef anjr eeair 
bbisd exer tioas of tbe iai^viteos and'desigaii^ im 
aajr atteanpta tbejr aiay BMfce to repel ibia4«re^pe^ 
BMnt ef mcta» for tbe parpoee af still ceaeeahqg 
tbeir eaiNnnit&sa* 8hettldatt'eArtbeeafterediipeD» 
1 bave M fears to naet tbem in tiaus: bat sadi 
must nei^aAsaned tbe^F aaanot escape tba jiadgnieBt 

I suggest for jFoar eoaaiduMtott tbe hagm«eef 
Zaccbetts. If x^^i «* baive takea aajr tbiag fteoi 
aagF^ami hj falae aecaMatiea^''^ wbai are jmar ebH* 
gplieas of duty? Are yea aoiboaad to basft^tbe 
imaadsjFoa baw iafictod?. 

I tab* fl^F leeve» en addressiag to yaa Ae wofds 
ef jnapiratioa: '' Let tba wiebed forsdha bia wngTf 
and tbe unr^gbtoeusinaa bis tbaagto, and let bba 
tans onto tbe Lend, andlm will laapa oasacjr, an^ 
itaidtet^paidQft." 
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